
Mr 0. F. Farran, an Irishm'n, bas just beea appoiated Chief
Jus ie? of the High Court of Bombay.

Sir Herry Irving was born at Kienton, near Glastonbury, 1831.
His first public appearance was made at the Sunderland Theatre
when he ".vas eighteen years of age, and he appeared io various
Lon ion thtaires before eoiig to the Lyceum, the scene of bis many
grpßt triumphs. Ilia sole management of that theatre dates from
1878. The honmr conferred upon him has given the utmost satis-
facion throughout the country.

Alphonse Allard, Brussels, who was a delegate from Belgium to
the International Monetary Conference of 1892, inan address to the
Corservaiive Association, said the on'y real remedy for the industrial
and commercial depression was to rehabilitate silver. That the
world was realizing this was ehown in the widespread bimetallic
movenvnt.

Mra Harriet Reecher Stowe, author of "Uncle Tom's Cabin,"
was 84 years of age on her last birthday. She received many con-
gratulatory messages.

Much interest has b°en caused in Rome by agreat grace,if not
a miracle, bestowed by Our Lidy under her title of tbe Madonna del
Pompeii, Rt the Church of St Lorerzj, in D^maso. The Feast of
Our Lady of Po npeii is kept wherever there ia an altar in her
honour on May 8, and the good iioa ans havea special devotion to
it,and make apointof attending at nuJday when a special prayer
19 simultaneously recited all over the world. A young lady, nine-
teen years of age, bad been obliged to use crutches for more than
two years through some paralytic tffection, and after making three
fervent novenas inOur Lady's honour, the last of which ended on
the Feast-day, she uppeand m St Loretu'd that morning carrying
her crutches Toere was, ot course, great enthusiam among the
crowd of dcv ut worsnippers,and hearty shouts of

"
Kvviva Maria,

Chi l'ha creo1
''
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two tain's, St Atbansfiua and St Ambrose, who once lojouroed in
exile or on embassage at Treves, to come back. . . and travel till
they reached another fair city,seated among groves,green meadows,
and culm breams, the holy brothers would turn away frommany a
high aisia and eolemn cloister which they found there, and ask the
way to some small chapel where Mass is said, in the populous alley
or forlorn suburb. . , . Athanasius who spent his long years
fighting against kings for a theological term."

In the concluding sentenceof Mr Richards' letter ha acknow-
ledged che good done in England by St Agus'ine of Canterbury
and says that inearly times Britain acd Borne were unitedin one
Holy Catholic Fai'h (an admission,Imay add,which others of his
Church nill notgrant), Evidently he is travelling towards Borne;

May we hope he will continue to travel, and that when he finds that
the

"
ancient cus'oma are prevailing

" he, like many good men who
have gone before him, will abandon the frail raft in which ha is
now trying tosail, for the Ark of Noah which will save him from
the deluge.— lam,etc. J. Coffey.

CATHOLIC NEWS.

(Fromcontemporaries.)
His Holiness Leo XUIhaa addressed a very important letter

concerning the attitudes of Catholics at the general elections to his
Eminence the Cardinal-Vicar of Borne. Init Leo XIII once again
repeats the counsels which have been given to the faithful whenever
the question of their taking an active part in political contests of
Italy has arisen. The persistent rumours which have been set afloat
of la'e by those whohave watched certain evolutions in Ministerial
quarters is the reason why the Sovereign Pontiff has repeated the
unchanging line of conduct adoptedby the Holy See. The rumours
so wide of themark which for months have pone the round of the
European Press may now be estimated at their proper value by
Catholic and Protestant alike,

A v*Ty touching incident, iv which interest will be felt by
Catholics, ia related in the preface to the admirable work on the
Trial and Execution of Mary, Queen of Scots, which the Hon Mra
Maxwell-Scott, of Abbo'sford, has just published through Meaara
Black. We are told therein that the late lamented Father Stevenson,
S.J., the historian and the faithful champion of Queen Mary

—
and to

whom the authoress wasindebted for much valuable assistance inher
work— died, Bingularly enough, on the anniversary of the Queen's
death (February Bth>. Mrs Maxwell-Scott bas added a special
feature toher book by thepresentation therein of a

" reproduction"
of the valuable but little known portrait of the ill-fated Queen(

which is known as the
"

Blairs portrait" This painting originally
belonged to Elizabeth Carle, one of Mary's devoted maids-of-honour,
who at ended her Royal mistress on the scaffold, and was aubse.
quent'y presentedby her son to the Scotch College at Douai. When,
during the troubles on the Continent, that institution was attacked
anip undered, the picture was concealed ii a chimney. Happily,
it was discovered uninjured, after the peace of Waterloo and carried
into Ssotland, when it came into the possession cf Blairs College,
AberbecD, where it still remains, and where much value is attached
to this Bouveur of thamartyred ScottishQ leen.

the Charob toprove the proposition which Bays
" that the Pope of

Borne ia supreme headof the Church"
is not a modern assumption,

butis avaryancientdoctrine, that, indeed,it waa acknowledged,acted
on, and formed the great pivot on which the whol° policy aid history
of Christianity hasturnedindefence^sin attack, In sorrow as in joy,
the JBe of Pe*er stood supreme on the hill top. Sometimes, no
doobt, the attackers were powerful,at no time greater than when the
spiritual progenitorsof Mr Richards went into the battlefield. The
avalanche came on slowly but terribly, sweeping doctrines and
customs hoiry with age into the deep abyss of religious confusion
and corrup'on.; When the mighty cloud of dust cleared away
onlookers could see ,the Church upon tha hill in the Eternal City
showiug itself with renewed beauty, power andglory. It surely caa
lay claim to be the house bailt on tha rock, and the flk>l cime and
the streambeat vehemently upon that house, and itcould not shake
it. Like the rock upon the sea shore against which the waves are
eternallydashing only toreturn broken to pieces ia the 833 of Peter,
the rock against which the mighty waves of infidelity,heresy and
immorality areever beating and everdrivenback defea'ed.

Dr Carr remarks with truth,"Those who make a claim to anti-
quity cannot repudiate the testimony of those venerable witnesses."
The witnesses hebrings are St Jerome and St Augustine than whom
nonebetter could be found, tit Jerome says,"I, followingno leader
bntChrist, amunited incommunion with youi Blessedness, that is
with the chair of Peter. On that rock Iknow the Church ia built. . . whoevermay not be in the ark of Noab will perish in the
deluge." 8t Augustice says:"Two councils have been sent to the
Apostolic S«e, and thence also have the rescriptscome. The cause ia
ended. Would that at length the error were ended." At another
placebe said he was kept in the Church by the unbroken line of
Boman Pontiffs. Then he enumerates the Popsaone by one, and
exclaimi inevident triumph:" In this order of auccesioa no donatist
(heretical) bishop is found." Notwithstanding this testimony from
8t Augustine Mr Richards says, inhis leter to the Daily Times, " It
is evident, tben, from this thit Roman supremacy was unknown in
Africa in the time of St Augustine ofHippo."

Those Fathers lived at the end of the fourth century,an 1 none
can deny that they had special qualifications for knowing what was
the true teaching of the Church in their time regarding the su-
premacy of the Bishop of Rome,

St Jerome was born an the confines of Dalmatis, about 340_
He travelled through France, visiting the principal schools there,
Thence he went to Antiocb, wlere he remained many years;thence
to Constantinople, spending threo years in that city ; theuce to
Borne, Jwbere he became stcrtUry to Pope D>m*sus. After the
death of thiaPope he went to Behlehem, where he remained over
thirty years, transiting the Bib c into Latin from the original
Hebrew. Was he not a mat.specially qualified to give expression to
the general teaching of the Cburcb in his time— not the Church of
any particularcountry, but the Church spreadthrough all countries 1
He also knew of the special pnvi'ejes uf the Churches of Antioch,
Constantinople, and Alexandria, tnd yet he says:"

Iam united
with the Chair of Peter. On that Uick Iknow the Church is built."
Ia itnot curious that at this end 1f the Nineteenth Century we have
people who profeßS to be leirrei, and who appeal to bistory, an i
ytt who lay it down as an infaliib'e dictum, that those Roman
claims which are so clearly and fore bly acknowledged by 8t Aius-
tine and St Jerome, have noi existed from the fir3t, notb en known
indeed for centuries after 314 A.D. ? Speak of the infallibility of
the Pope after that 1 Why the Catholic Church is modest in
her demands, because she teaches that only one of her meni-
bera is infallible, that is the heal, Christ's Vicar on earth ;
but it seems that each member of the 0 her Churches teaches, at
least,his own infallibility.

There is one oher saint whose name Ishall mention. Mr
Richards practically says tbit the Bishop of Ahxandna in ancient
times Dad the sa-ne authority as the Bishop of Rome. Now the
beat witness es :o the authority of the Bißhop of Alexandria at the
time we are writmg of is tuie Bish p who fi le1J hat See. Mr
Bicharda will admit tbat he ought to know more about hie own
rights and privileges, and the rights and privileges of his See, than
we do. Athanadus was appointed Bishop of Alexandria five months
after the Couacil of Nice in 325, He waa driven into exile no less
than five times by the Emperor Cons au'ine at the instigation of
tha Arians. Hd who suffered so was not the man to weakly for-
feit the rights and privileges of his Sac, yet we find him appealing
from the decision of a counc.l assemblel in Antioch, composed of
heretical B shops,to Popa Ju'tan I, who sat in the Cnair of Peter
from 337 to 352. When bus it been heaid of that the Bishop of
Borne appealed to the Bishop of &ny o.her See to decide any civ c ?
Anappeal shows some supeiionty in the court appealed to. There-
fore when Athanasius appea'ed '0 Rome he thereby acknowledged
that theBishop of Rome waa entitled to judge bis cause, an acknow-
ledgment which thu literati will not grant at tie end of the nine-
teenth century.

May we aot conclude with the burning words of th dgimmortal
maßter of the Englißh language, Cardinal Newman ?

"
Were those
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