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ALTHOUGH the eventa of the Most Rev Dr Moran's career are all of
them of inferest to ua, the ehicf iuterest for us of hie tife naturally
iiea withip the limits of the time during which he was Bishop of
Danedin.

It is now a long refrospect to those days of his studentship and
of his earlier life in the priesithood, when be was giving promiss
of the useful and honourable course which he was destined so emi-
nectly to run, and on which indeed be had already entered, A man's
character may be known, we are told by an old French proverb, from
the company he kesps. The Bishop reckoned among the friends of his
youth many who wers elao to deserve and win distinction. There was,
for example, that tried defender of the poor and the oppressed, Dr
Nulty, Bishop of Meath, There was the slerling and fearless patriot,
Canon Doyle, of Ramsgrange, from whom, we may remind our
readers, » few weeks before his death, 23 we mentioned af the time,
the Bishop had received & kind and sympathetic letter, which gave
bim much consolation, Thers was the genial and witty Father Healy
who some months ago preceded bim lo the grave, and whose wit hae
wag wont often, in bis own graphic way, to quote. There wera many
others also to part from, when, ou g appoiniment to the Cape, he
wae called upon to relinquigh bis cure in Duablin, at the choreh of 5t
Mury, Btar of the Sea, Haddington Road, and leave his native country.
Daan 'Coneell, however, ihe parish priest, under whom he perved,
and to whom he was warmly atiached, still sarvived when, in 1870,
he left Ireland once more—thig time for Dunedin,—and to bid bim
again a long, and, as it proved, a last, farewell was one of his prin-
cipal trials, The late Canon Lee, too, Dean C'Qonnell'a BuCCessor,
was there on that oceasion to eny good-bye, as he was also when, for
the last time, nearly six yesra age the Bishop again left Dublin,
Capon lee was among the dearcst of his life-long friends and wae a
generong benefactor of hie miseton, His death—like some otbers—
that of Bishop Bicarde, that of Archbishop Kirby—oceuarring daring
his illness was a severe sflliction to bim.

The eariier part of the Bishop's lifa 28 u priest in Dublin was
one well filted to put his priesily qualities to the proof. True, the
“bad times,” ag they were called, were not so severely folt in the

My
city ae they were in some of the country towns snd districts, 8til
they were times even there of preat and ecrushing distress, and
poverty in its extreme forms was thickly to be met. There waa sick-
ness too—and that in ite wost terrible shape. Typhus fever was
common, The cholera broke out in 1849 and worked sad havoe for a
zeason, Dr Moran refused no call and held back from no bed of
death or suffaring, At a1l hours and under all circumstances ha dared
contact with the pestilence-stricken, Some restriction was placed
upon the junior clergy lest tbeir strength should be overtaxed, but he
rickad even the displeasure of bis guperiorg=which, nevertheless, he
possiuly knew was not likely to be very revers. But his labours had
in no way impaired his healih apd his appearance was such that
on his first visit as a Bishop—at the age of 33—to the Vatican, the
Pope looked at him with surprise, * I must have made a mistake,”
he said, '*I cannot have appointed yon bishop.” ¢ Your Holiness
hae very probably made a mistake,” wae the reply, “but I am cer-
tainly the man you bave appointed bishop.” Piug IX, then asked
him his sge, and on bearing that it was 33, expreesed himself satis-
fied—that, he said, beiog the age of our Divine Lord. The Bishap's
youthful looks had surprised the Pope,

It was 14 yenrs afterwards, in 1870, as bas already been stated
by us, that che same Pope desired the Bishop to resign his position at
the Uape and come to Dunedis, This was a command that canged
the Bishop deep sorraw, His diocese and his people at tho Cape had
b:come very desr to bim. THis home waas there, and there was impor-
tant work, begun by him, for him to complete. Ha ventured to
repregent sll thia to the Pope—induced, no donbt, as we may judge
from what we know of his character, by the consideration of bis
work, ¢ My son,” eaid the Pope, “will yon not obey?” There was
not another word of remonsirance uttered, He ocbeyed with all hig
heart—giving up home and everything elsa to begin the world anew
at the command,

It was on October 5, 1870, that the party who were to form the
head and nucleus of the Catholic mission at Dunedio, set out from
the Dominican convent at Eingstown—where the pioneer membera
of the Order frem Bion Hill, Black Rock, bad repaired to take into
their company some nuns who were bound for the diocese of Maite
land, N,B.W, These were two professed nuns—one of whom is now
Prioress of & convent in the diocese in guestion--and cne postulant,
There were also two professed nuos and two postulants of the Order
of the Pregentation, bound for Hobart, Another postulant of the
same Order joined the party in London, where Lhey were also joined
by the late Monsignor Ooleman, From Kingstown the party went
by gea to Gravesend ia a steamer named the Cymba—commanded by
a Captain Dunne, who is still, for his kindness, held in grateful
remembrance by their survivors, and, comparatively short ag was the
passapge, the Bighop gaid Mass on board, The nuns bound for Dune-
din were 8 choir-nuns and two lay-sisters—namely, the Bisters Mary
Gabriel (Priotess) ; Mary Agnes (sub-priorese) ; Mary Cathering ;
Mary do Ricei; Mary Gerttude; Mary Vincent; Mary Francig;
Mary Bertrand ; Mary Lucy ; and Mary Peter. ., Of these ladies all
bot lwo are still alive—one of them ab a great age. The Sisters
Mary Francie and Mary Laoy died, as our read:re will romember,
wuder very touching circumstances, the ome within a few bours of
the other, about a year and & Lalf ago. Beveral years previously the
Bister Mary Gertrude, who bad euffered from deleciive eyesight—
who, indeed, may be said to kave sacrificed her eye-sight to religion
—for her malady wus supposed to be caused by over-work at a very
fine kind of illuminating in which sha excelled, and which was done
by ber in ibe interests of the commanity, returned to the mother
bouse near Dublin, The Bister Mary Agnes waa even then—at leav-
ing home—n lady well advanced in years—whoge courage at braving
the ocean and lile in a strange land, to give the younger nuns the
protection of her mature age, should never ba forgotten. The Sister
Mary Gabriel had renounced for the religions life the luxurious suy-
roundings of a wealthy home where she was an only surviving child,
To this Iady’s brave apirit and encouraging worde and example, in
difficult circumstancas, both the Bishop and Father Uoleman in after
years acknowledged a laating debt. ‘The Bister Mery do Ricei was a
niecs of the late illustricus Archbishop Kirby—Pope Laeo’s personal
friend. The Buster Mary Cathorine was e elster of the late Lady Duffy,
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