
A PLEA FOR PATRICK AND BRIGID, AND
THE IRISH LANGUAGE.

(Sydney Freeman, May i.)
HisLordship theRight Rev Dr Doyle, Bishop of Graftou, speaking
at the breakfast of the Hibernian-Australasian Catholic Benefit
Society, heldat St Peter's Surry Ilills, on Sunday morning last, said
he had noticed one or two weak points in the, Auslralian-Hibenußn
character. He hadnever found Scotchmen ashamed of thename of
Sandy,or a Frencnmen denying St Denis,and be hadneverkuowu aa
Englishman ashamed of anythingappertaining tohiscountry. But he
had this tosay,thatoftenwhenasking thenameof Irishparents inthe
Colony at a baptism, the answer came

— "
Horatio Albert Septimus

Patrick." The Patrick
—

aname associated with the faithand tradi-
tiona of Ireland— is kept to the last,tand breathed in a whisper.
And so with Brigid. Ifhe asked the name of a female child the
answer was

"Bnphemia Albertina Juliana Bridget." The Bishop,
continuing, said this was not a general practice, but in too many
cases there was room for complaint. "What's in a name?" w.'.b
current as a popularphrase, but be would like to say there waa a
gooddeal in a name. Not only were Irishmen in the Colonies drop-
ping the oldnames, but one seldom beard the Irish salutation?,"God
save all here," "

God and Mary with you,"
"

God and Mary and
Patrick with you." He felt that in that company he could, as aa
Irishman, speak freely. Why was it that his countrymen had been
made ashamed of those two names, Patrick and Bridget f From
their enemies' pointof view, it was a good thing that these two
namesshouldbe forgotten. InIrelandeveryeffort wasmadeby their
enemies tocausethenamesofPatrick andBrigid tofallinto disuse. This
waspart of theattack onIrish faith andIrish patriotism But Irish-
menand Irish womenand their deicendants Bhould glory in names
which were,so tospeak,racy of the soil, and which carried the true
Irishand Catholic ring in their verya>und, He did not mean tosay
that in every case the namesshould be used,but at least they might
place Patrick andBridgid on the list asbeing as good as any others.
Here was another matter in which he would like to say a few words
—and he was speaking nowprincipally to Irish-Australians. Many
of their fathers had nothad the opportunity of learning the English
language— many,in fact, knew only one language, and that was their
own nativeIrish. Now, he had frequently heard young propla who
had been listening to their parents speaking in broken English or
with what some were pleased tocall a strong brogue, say " They're
talking liish." Nothing of the kind, for if they were talking in Irish
they wouldbe talking in aperfect languag

—
a language which wa6

purity itselfcompared to the mixture called English. He did hope
something would be done in Sydney to teach and preserve the old
tongue. Would it not be well to establish a school in which tbeir
youth would be instructed in the language of their fathers ?

Mr Daniel O'Connor (who might have told the assemblage bad
he wished that one of his sons was named after Patrick Sarsfijld,
another after Daniel O'Connell, and a third after Wolfe Tone) did
not share in the remarks of Dr Doyle. He begged to assure his
Lordship that as far as his experience went, the grand old Irish
names were

''keptup"
in Australia, There were a few

"
shoneens '.

who effected Englibh nameß, but they were not worth talking about.
He was in agreement withhis Lordship as to the desirableness of
establishing a school for the study of the Irish language in Sydney.

Thb opening of the new church at Waitati took place as announced
by us, on Sunday. A lirge congregation was present at the cere-
mony, Beveral of whom bad taken advantage of the means of con-
veyance provided in Dunedin. The celebrant was the Very Rev
Father O'Leary, who was assisted by the Very Rev Father Lynch,
and the Rev Father Newport. The preacher at Mass was Father
Lynch, who took for his subject the good Samaritan, introducing
also abrief butpithy panegyricof thePatron Saint. la the evening at
Vespers Father O'Leiry preached, delivering an appropriate and in-
Btructive sermonon the Real Presence. The music iv the morning was
Farmer's Mass, which was admirably sung

—
soprano", Mrs Sandys

and Miss Horan;alto, Miss K. Blaney ;tenor, Mr E. Eager ; base,
Mr W. Woids ;— Cherubim's

"Aye Maria," sung by Mrs Sandys;
Luzzi's (lSalve Maria," sung by Miss K. Blaney ;and

"
Consider the

lilies," sung by MrE. Eager, In the evening the Missts Horan tang
as a duet an ",0 Salutaris." Miss D Horan, with her well-known
ability, acted throughout as organist. The church is Gothic, with a
belfry, the dimensions inside being 36ft by 18ft— which includes
10ft of a sanctuary. The height of the walls iB 12ft, and there is a
steep roof, surmounted by a handsome iron crestinc, the gift of Mr
O'Connell. There is seating accommodation for ICO people. The
material of the building isred pine, on a concrete foundation— and
within, the walls are plastered above a varnished dado. A GotUc
arch divides the sanctuary from thenave, and there is a neat altar
rail. The sanctuary is very tastefully and richly carpeed. The
architect waa Mr W. F. Petre, and the contractor, Mr D. W. Woods.

La Presa of Buenos Ayres,in an editorial,says:
"If it be true

♥hat German war ships are going to Venezuela to enforce the pay-
ment of railroad guarantees the action shows the probability of
European powers interfering by force in the affairs of American
republics. Europemust not be utilized to endanger the sovereign
rights of the independence of South American republics. Foreigners
loan money at their own risk. Ther are aware of the conditions.
To menace weak creditors at the cannon's mouth is an insult to
republican sentiments."

It looks strange tous, but itis a fact that the pastorof a Protes-
tant congregationin Masillua. Ohio, has the bell of his church rang
every day at noon, as is the Angelus in Catholic churches, and
rtquests all citizens on hearing it todevotea few moments to reflec-
tion and prayer. Certain Catholic journals note in this a farther
p Tuof of that recognition by Protestants of the value of the Ohurck's
spiritual methods which is gradually but surely awakening.

Half a century ago (says the Philadelphia Catholic Times) a
little Irish immigrant landed at Castle Garden with money enough
to buy a shovel andpick. He enssed to what is now SouthBrooklyn
and began to dig cellars, trenches, anything, for a livelihood in the
soft sand along the lower bay there. Quick of wit, he prospered;
he bought a cart and horse. Then he bought two cartsand hired a
fellow of his ilk tohelphim. He grew apace, became a shrewd con-
tractor, got into politics, and finally persuaded the legislators at
Albany to give him a contract for filling in the long sweep of shore
along there

— nothing save waste s»lt« meadow and marsh land. The
little Irish contractor was to have for himself all the land he thus
recla;mei. Why not, when he was doing a serfice to the Stateby
snatching its lands from the waste of murshes andgiving stray ships
safe and commodious basins wherein to lie in peace while they were
shifting cargo 1 That shrewd little Irishman was Billy Beard.

Japan,on the silver basis, writes Henry Carey B^ird, in thePhila-
delphia American, with gold at a premium of 100 per cent,
challenges tha admiration of the world by her power tocarry on war,
at seaas well as on land. By reason of this preminm on gold, she
has a protective) tariff of 100 per cent upon all merchandise coming
from Great Britaio, France, Germany, Belgium, Holland, Switzer-
land, the United States, Canada, and Australia, and a corresponding
bounty uponall exports to those countries. Thus is she building up
her industries and at the same time overcoming the blightmg effects
of the duties fastened upon her, under treaty, by Great Britain

—
duties so low that they did not produceenough revenue to pay the
cost of collectiun. Thus also has she freed herself from the military
andnavaldominationof that tyrant androbber. What a contrast does
Japannow present to the United States, with its prostrate industries
and desperate struggles tomaintain the gold basis ! Asiatic competi-
tion by reason of the depreciationof all silver, has, for a decade, con-
fronted the American people, but its future looms up in vast and
overwhelming proportions, of which they oannot, too quickly, take
note,and takingnote counteract by the full restoration of silver to
its oldplace as a money metal.

Through the death of Professor Blackie haa disappeared one of
(hose men of whom we have,alas, too few in the latter end of the
Dineteen h century

— a despiser of pelf and utilitarian doctrines, and
an enthusiast for that love of country and mankind which is some-
times in derision termed eentimentalißm. Ha w.ib a true exponent
of the feelingof the Celt, and his success in collecting £12,000 as a
fund for the endowment of a Celtic Cbair in the University of
Edinburgh wan a practical proof of his z^al for the promotion of
CeLic lore. His sensibility to the value of the poetry of the High-
lands wan of no little benefit tohim in the interpretation of the
Homeric epic. With the exception of Dr Maginn no one probably
has given us an English vcrsiou more inkeeping with the Homeric
strains as they sounded in the mouths of the anoent Rhapsodists.
By none, too, has the beauty of the dramas of iKichylus been
presented in a more scholarly s'yle. It is to ba regretted that
Professor Blackie was temp'.ed just before his death to enter the
domain of religious controversy. He wrote an article for the
People's Friend in which he maintained the stereotyped Protestant
view tnat Tetzol offered, "unlimited pardon for all sins on the con-
dition of so much prompt cash payment," and that Erasmus was an
advocate of Luther's doctrine. Professor Blackie was a sound
classical scholar, but his theological knowledge was so limited that
we cannot be surprised at his havirg misunderstood the true
character of an Indulgence. He ought, however, to have b°en
better acquainted with the position taken ap bj Erasmus, wl o-e
writings show that though he w, b a caustic critic in religiota
matters, he was at the same time an orthodox Catholic, and rt-
pudiated Luther and all his works,— Catholic Tivus.
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The church, under the supervision of Mrs Colehan, had been

beautifully decorated for the occasion with garlands and other choioe
floral adornments, nntl the same taste and judgment had directed a
most effectiveornaca 'ntationof the grounds.

The visitors from moredistant parts,in theintervalbetween the
ceremoniep, found all that could bedesired for their bodily needs and
refreshment at Mr Oolehan's hotel. The weather, too, proved
favourable

—
although the day could not be described as bright and

sunshiny. The temperature was agreeable, and the rain that fell
camo down while the ceremonies were taking place in the church.
The congregation were consequently under shelter. The collection
amounted to £50.

The RevFatherNewportis tobe congratulated on thesuccessful
termination of an arduous undertaking, and the completion of so
creditable andconvenient an addition to the churches of his pastoral
district.
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ST BRIGID'S CHURCH, WAITATI.

lAMF^ AI I AM House Pinter and Decorator, hn;...,!, rof P.^rlunyin,-, Plain an.l Short Glass. Esti-
U/"\ml_v_> nLL/IIN, matus i;i\uii. i lici ■,M'iii[f on tin- ShoruJ Xntitv Pi.ea^e Note Address— Q

148 Armagh Street,nearly opposite O'Brien's Hoot factory,OHRI&TCHuRCH.


