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labour elwewhers should bave boeu able to find mor3 plofitible
employment at home than in the overcrowded markets to which they
bave gone, Ireland can gpare very few more thousand of her young
men and women.

¥r Murroogh O'Brien’s avidencs before the Finaocial relations
Committce merits passing notice, It is = tiiceet impeachment of the
syatem under which Ireland is governed, and i3 the more warthy of
finger-posting from the fact that Mr O’ Brien is no mere noviea in the
matter of investignting canse and effect. For example, quoting &
Teport supplied to the Labour Commigsion. Mr O'Brien declared
that the average weekly wage of an agricultural labourer—the only

point opon which & comparison could be constituted—to be 10s in

Ireland ss againet 143 10d in Wales, and 158 11d in England, Indeed,
108 be coneidered rather above the average, It wera dearcr tolive in
Dabiin than in London ; clotbicg in Ireiand 18 very much desrer—
for the poorer clasg—and altogether 1t was a source of wonderment
how the labooring classes in Ireland livel at all.  Mark this: —¢ If
it were possible to get two farme, one in Ireland apd oe in England,
identical in quality of land and equipmente, he conard: red that for
every 203 at which the English fsrmer could be fairly rented, the
Irigh farmer ought to be rented at Ba 6d. The gross produce of =
farm in Ireland was generally less than in the case of an English
farm, and he thonght that s larger proportion of the gross pricduce
went to the lrish landlord tban to the Eoglish landlord.” Mr
O’'Brien gives it as hig opinion that the ‘‘agricaltural siatisties" for
Ireland are * perfectly absurd,” s1d he attributes their absurdity or
inaceuracy to the method of collection—the old policemin wethod,
with its connting of hens and chickens, aud stooxs of graio, and its
consoling token of goadwiil on tha pirt of the fermer and iy family
in the ehape of & * tasts of churniog.” The day is long gone from
ud when the “agricultural e'alistics ” did duty at wize-regal ban-
gueta in order to prove to a gullible English majority that ireland
never was more proaperous, With the destruction of that failacy,
which even u traveiling Royal Agricultural Show could not preserve,
we began to undersland our position, and tho result is s.on m the
advance which 18 apparent inthe Lritish vicw of [rolend and all
that concerns her,
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¢ WHEN avger arises think of the coas:quences,” said that wias old
celestial Coufucivg, and probably oce of the reasons that his epirrnm
is mot uftener covuideret i that peiple of the proseat day doonot
koow him &8 intim :tely ag they do Bhak-spuare or even Ossar Walde,
But there arc few quotations as apt as thia ancient cne, and while
absorbing the details of thia littls domestic comedy, it would b-quite
RPTOpos to put the morsl in a eafe place in your memor y for which
purpose I have placed it at the beginning of the story.

Jack Teslie bad political aspirations, ambitious, comm-ndable
or otherwise, according to your point of view in a young man whosa 26
years bad been hved in a mode! way ; & young married man who had
stepped from college to bis fathez's banking business, and had been
most successful; with a beantiful city home, deeded to him ag a
wedding gift, and possessing all those characteriatics wiich make an
able and popular fellow, 1t was not strange when the ward politi-
cians were looking for a candidate for Fenator ihat John Leslio's
name came tobe frequently mentioned. A nowminationin the diatrict
was equivalent to an election, bat thera was another aspirant for the
pemination, In the usua! course of things the residence of Mr Legle
became a club house for the meetings of trusty workers and friends
who had polilical influence in the distriet,

A Jupe bride Mary Leslie bad been, and while Jack was by no
means a2 bandsome as an Apollo, she had secretly bsen hig champion
for years. Bbe would scan the papcrs for mention of hig name, and
phce when 8 cut of him bad been prioted, as president of tte ward
committee, she treasured it carefully. Her hero was not loog {n find-
ing out how matlera 5to:d, and a8 her brown bair and large
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,bad becn Fig rescon in ali hig wadertaki-og
inflnener to Limeel), be so-n claimed her,
their viarried lifa bad Yeen most happy. Bince Jack was interested
in politicy, she dcemed it proper also to obtain an understanding of
the scisace, apd on ose vecasion she ventured to gay :

“Jaek, de you reslly believe that n cheap coat makes 3 cheap
man?”

“Now, dearie,” with a smile, “ I am sure that g sealekin sacqne
becomes 4 dear gn), and you shall have one next month,”

A few wvenings later ay be was resting after supper, the evening
i paper spraad bcfore him, and & cigarette between his teeth, she rashed

in with & journal iwo days old and exelaimed :

0, Jack, 1t says herc that Mr Gr.ball, that m
summer, is rusniog for the

1

(8lthiongh he kept har
and the four months of

a0 we met last
cilice of treasurer of Smith county again's
“You're behind the times, dearie. Thia evening's paper say;
that the sutherities have Found a shortage of 3,000 doliarg in hig
accounts, and now the cffice iy raonivy after Graball !

At lagt convention day came, and 1f you bave never bhegn 3 can-
didate, yor can little realige the tmportince of this day to him who,
for ayear, or perha pelouger, kes spent his time and monegy on theresult
of the deliberations of 1he delogates Jack Loslie waa oaly human, Ha
realised that while suczess meant fame and farther bonours, defeat at
the convention undoubtedly sealed his political career, Thera had
been 2 moeting of hig frienda on the prevous evening, and he had
been assured that nothing could prevent his nowmination ; but the
fact of the matter was, that an unpiedgoi delegation, frum a raral
distriet, held tse balance of power.  This morning, probably from
anxiety over the results of the coming convention, ha felt a trifle
widieposad.  Mrs Lesle, sharing in the excitement, had a slight head-
ache,  Our candidate came down to breakEast a litt] s late and started
in with the vehemence of a very bungry individual, Mary noticed
that be brd omitted somethiog, and said:

" Ob, Jack, you forget to ssk a blessing

He looked ¢nitically at the meal, and answered, smiling :

" My dear, I thick we've biessed everything here before "

he took tms wg g rebaff, although he
doting the remainder of the meal was
put vn his cout, [ roparatory
Tena ke

on your breakfast,™

only meant to joke, and
scmewhat milunt, When he
to gong down town to the otfice, ha

“Well, Jeanie) by thin time to-morrow I
navins ¢ Hon. attached to my nime,”
Yand 1 oahall bo bearttly o 4 to be rid of your district com-
mittees,” she replied,
“1am rorry, little gitl, 'f m
| aliain objeet: on the ¢ ulders of othere, you know,”
| “L hope the txme wil) eomn when you will need no such agsip.
tance.  Just ook al your new cont, Jack, You threw it on the chair

last migbt, and some of yiur gentlemen friends threw g cigar on it
and burped a hole it it,”

* My little wife’s Leadache ig
11l order u new coat to-day,”

¥ TLirty dollars at least wasted, just becguse You baven’t the
firmpess fo atop those men fram smeking,”

“ Htop & deleration of politicians smo
right. “They arr my friends, you must

“ludeed ! I mast remember | Yo
now."

* Now, dear, this won't do,

" Avngry, id you eay, Jobn

shall probably be ggra of

y Ericnda have troubled you. We

making her cross thig maoraing,

king? Jack laughed qqt-
remember,”

u are going to diclate to me

You're getting angry,”
Leslic? You are Very anxiona to
charge me with being angry, but the t-uthis I don't carg whether
your friends, as you call them, come bere or not, but I do care about
buing spoken to 1o this manner. Augry, indeed, We are married
cnly four months and you are already bringieg charges against me,"
“That is impossible. 1—-
“ You will charge me with falsehood pext,”
“ Why, Mars | i never thunght you h4d such & hot temper,”
“* Not quite as hot as yours, nor from the same cause, A man
who can drink two bottles of wipe at g uibiing with bis friends may
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