Wi

i

TWENTY-THIRD YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

e TS

Gutbkel

Yor. XXII.-—Mo. 3.

DUNEDIN: FRIDAY, MAY 17, 1895.

Price 6.

Current Topies
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

e

A writer in the Contemporary Heview for March
gives particulars respecting the referendum in
Switzarlaad—both of its history and ite working.
Of the twenty-five cantonr, he says, ten have the
compuoleory and eight the optional referendum. By the compulaory
system, he explaing, " the people are ealled together once or twiea
in the year to ratify tbe principal acts of the Legislature, Each
oitizen receives in advance thetext of the measures to be submitted
to bim, together with a meesage explaining them and a voting paper
on which he writee Aye or No to each of the proposed measures.
On the day fixed for tha ballot he goes and deposite his paper in toe
ura. In some cantons the electoral assembly, meeting at a fix d
hour in each commung, may re-diecuss the measares proposed before
proceeding to vote; but in pgeneral this discussion takes place
through the press or in mnon-official public meetings. Of {he
optiona! refercudum the writer speaks thus :—* It cousists in the
right of & certain number of citizens to damand withio & given time
that such snd such & measure shal!l be submitied to the people for
adoption or rejection. If the term of delny is not utilised in
the prescribed manner, the bill or resolution is held to ba
passed, I, on the other hand, the signatores to the demand
attain the requisite mumber, the text of the controveried proposal
is distributed to all the active citizens, who are summoned to vote on
agiven day. The optional referendum, being in its nature an act ot
opposition, generally provokea a pretty lively costest, first cver the
getting of the signaturcs, and e!ill more over the vutes themselves
The writer gaes on to epeak of the relativa value of the two gystems,
“This question,” he saye, “'is inlimately associated wuh another
question. What are the matters which bave to be sabmitted to the
referendum 1 It was found, for exemple, by the experience of
several cantone, that, owing to 1ts repeated rejection by the people,
the budget could not boiacluded. * Toeconfederation itaelf has been
obliged to exclude from the referendnm, not only the budget, but the
ratification of international treaties, where a rcjection might place
the country in an impossible position, It has also beea found
negessary to restrict the class of resolutions which are dependent on
the referendum to such as are of general import, Buch are (ke
encouragemente held out to agriculture, to technical education and
80 forth, Those resolutions on the other hand, which refer to such
moatters as public works, the construction of buildiogs, the couservancy
of rivers, and the hke, are treated ss purely administrative and not
requiring the formality of popular sanction, Finally, it has oeen neces-
aary to provide for the plea of urgency being admitted iz certain cages.”
The drawbacke to the system, meantims sre, that the opiional refir-
endum '* plays too much iuto the hands of the Oppusitiin.  In order
toobtain siguaturey, the Oppomtion has to creste s sort of adviise
current, which is aflerwarde very wifficudt to control,”  Armin—vtae
fear of the referendum tends tv muke tiond legislator , who wond-
times lack the courzge to vote fur what they belicvo w be the beap
for the coontry, or bhaving yuted for it, to stsnd up for {t befure thnr
fullow citizens; they prefer to let it go without a strugyle, The
referendum has also given birth to s cawarilla of politiciacs who
exploit the credulity or passions of the populace in order to opposs
meagures which arc perfectly legitimate,” The system, veverthele.s,
aayd the writer, haa borne good fruits. The people, on the whole,
bave shown themselvey wiger than meddling politicians, and the net
} result has been s great tranqmlising of public life, The writer in
RUmMming up expresdes un opicion that tho system cannot eamly be
adopted elsewbere. ' Im coustitutional countries it would be neces-
aary, to bagin with, to adopt the Swias doctrine that a nevative vota
on the refercodum does not entail the dissolution of the Chambers ;
otherwise the resclt woull be a state of perpetual sgitaiion, worse
than that it was sought to remedy.  Logically, accordiag to thia dag-
trine, the Cabinet ala)ou:ht not to be obliged to retire buefore sno
adversa vote of the Chmmbare; sud hence woull resa't again the
penodicity of m isterial :uncticos, which woald pat ag ena Lo tuat
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office-hnnting which i3 the chief motive of many a Parlismentary
man. It wenld mean a radioal transformation of political life in
those conotriee, . . ., If in these countriea the appeal to the
nation onlany question wera to originate with the nation iteelf, ag{s
the cage in Bwiteerland, ene cannot conceal fram oneself that it
weuld probably lead to the most unexpected consequences. It would,
indeed, be possible to fix belorehand the subjects on whick it should
be obligatory to consult the peopls, which would deprive the refer-
ence of any hostile character. But, with the ideas enrrent in those
countries, would there not still be a tendency to regard & negativa
vote a8 an expression of want of confidence, before which the repre.
gentatives of the people would be constrained to retire!” The
writer concludes by expressing his opinion that, in all probability,
the referendum, as it exista in Bwitzerland, could not seeceed in any
other country, whose governmant waa nat, in all respzcts, the aame,

THE death of Bir Robert Peel is reported, which
took place suddenly from hemorrhage cf the brain,
Of Bir Robert Peel, who was the eldest son of the
famous Statesman of the name, and the Inheritor
of hia title, we had of late years heard very little, There WaS, haver-
theless, a time when, as a young man believed to be a rising poli-
tician, a good deal of public attention was given to him. Our per-
soasl remembrance of the manner in which he was spoken and
written about is that it was somewhat like that in which, of later
yeare, the late Lord Randolph Churchill was mentioned. A fair
ghate of latitnde seemed to be allowed bim, and nobody sppeared
quite able tp make up his mind as to whether he was to ba respested
and liked or treated in a different way. A memorable event in the
political career of the deceascd was a journey which he made through
Ireland when—at the beginning of the ¢ Bixties,” if we recollect
aright--be filled the positico of Chief Sccretary, The tour was then
& new departure from the associations of the ¢ffice—and at first
something was expected to come of it. The distinguished tourist
expressed himself pretty freely with regard to what came under his
notice, and, in particular, we remember that ha gave, in certain
quarters, dire offeoce by describing the town of QGalway as &
“hung y " place-—which, in fact, it still wae, although it had in
some degree thrown off the pbase of Dantesque horror, so finely and
exactly described by 8ir Charles Gavan Duffy in his recollsctions of
Carlyle. Bir Bobert Peel, however, came and went, and it remainad
a matter of ind:fference whether people in Counaught were hungry
or fult, until Mr Balfour, driven by desperation in an attempt to
check the national movement, made a similar trip, with, for the time
being, more helpful resulte. For that, nevertheless, considering hia
molives, be was little tu ba thanked, Of the later events of the lifa
of the Jeceased baronet we had heard little or nothing. 1t is plain,
however, that he had not fulfilled any promise he had given as &
statesmun,

The emall majarity, that uf 14 only, by which the second reading
of the Bill fur the repeal of the Irish Crimes Act was read a second
tima m the Jimen of Commone has given Lord Rogebery causa 1o
reprove lhe dowbers of the Leberal parly for their apathy, A latgs
number of the Labera's, it appe.rs, abstained from voting. II, never-
{heless, abatract juatice were allowed by these gentlemen to have any
claim on the.w, it wound be difficult to seeount for their indifference,
Ireland’s recard of the past year or two is almost crimeless, and,
under the circumstances, to suffer her to labour under the burden and
stigma of such an Act i§ outrageous, 1t iato be feared, in fact, that
Mr J. E. Redmound is not altogethar without fonndation for his ageet-
ticns. Therc seems, at least some reason to suspect that Libersl
apatby may not be much less harmful in its resulta thae Tory oppres-
swon, Lord Bosebery declared that the (overonment would continna
to hold offics until defeatsd. The ohstinacy of ths !Housa of Lords,
he added, was not \he fauit of the Governmant, but that of the
Liberal Party, which raost bestir iteell,

0DD3 AND
ENDS,

The debate on the Bill was made an occasion by O'Donovan
Rossn, who way io the strangers’ ¢ allery at the tima, to distingaish
bimaclf in a characteristic way, Referring to certain remarks that
had been made concernicg Lim by one or other of the speakers, ha
cried ont, ' An assaesin's blow ix being viven me ln this honse, and
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