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sbout'an English National movement to Rome, wa do mnot
think the wise law of the Western Chureh will have
any exception on the shores of Britain. OCf course,
it is not intended by the advocates of Corporate Reunion
that, in the future, a married clergy should be aliowed
in Fngland. Concession in favour of the present
generation of Anglican clergymen is ozly spoken of.
We have heard, as a reason for the concession being granted,
that Bt Paur, the favourite apostle of Protestants, was
married | We always believed that the nuthor of the phrase
“Hven ag 1" wag, like the beloved disciple, unmarried, and
was nob even a widower, as Canon Farrar and others hold.
16 is certainly very diffieult to imagine a wifs accom-
panying the apostolic wanderer, to whom storms at sea with
shipwreck, nights in jail with insult, journeyings by land
and sen with privations wero very ordinary experiences,
Whether any other of the apostles eoxcept St Prrer

was married 18 a question which the advooates
of married clergy will find very difficult to
prove. Anyhow after their call to the apoetolate they left

** all things,” which meant separation from sl earthly ties and
single-minded devotion to their glorions work. Instead of
relaxing the law of colibacy the tendency is rather to extend
the law. The trend of feeling in the East is in the dir ection
of a celibate priesthood. The Maronites of Mount Lebanon,
for instance, we were assured by a Maronite priest who lately
vigited New Zealand, have practically for the last fifty years
fallen into line on this point with the Woestern Church, A
married priest is now unknown among them, W hatever con,
cesgions the Pope may make we are convineed the even partial
relaxing of the law of celibacy will not be among the number,
Conversions in England, as elsewhere, will be the result of
instruction and grace of Gep.  Those wha are thoroughly in
earnest rarely ask for concessions,
e it —S———————

IN apnswer to many inquiries about the health of the Bishop of
Dunedin, we regret to say that we cannot asnounc: much improve-
ment since the last attack prostrated him some weeks sgo. After a
coneultation held recently, hia phys:ciane, who fouod him in a very
feeble condition pbysically, recommended, in view of his avoiding
exertion of every kind, that he should be relieved of all business in
connection with the diocese. His Lordship has appointed his secre-
tary, the Very Bev P. Lycch, Bt Joeeph's Oatbedra), administrator of
the diocese, and fnliy anthorised bim to tramsact all diccesan
business.

WE regret to find that the report of a witch-burzing case in
Tipperary, recent'y publiched here, was only too true, In fact, asm
we learn from the Weekly Freeman of Mareh 30, the details were
still worse than those marrated here. The horrible erime tock place
on March 15 at a place ealled Cloneen, near Olonmel, * There is
a fierce indignation,” says the Freeman, “amongst the people of
Clenmel and district regarding the Cloneen outrage, azd the popular
sntipathy lowarda the prisoners is deep and strongly marked, se was
gvidenced by the bostile demonstration by the people when the
priscners were being conveyed to and from the cour'bouse. Cleary
and Ganey, the berb doctor, came in for special attention, There
were ories from the people, ag they 1ushed after the prisosers hooting
acd grosoing, of * Haog them,” and **Oh | the fairies,” * Where is
the hetb doctor now?” In Cloneen parish, whers the outrage
occurred, ti @ people feel the matter keenly,”

A1 New Plymouth on Monday evening (eaye the Wellington
Post of the 111h inst) the Rev Father McEenna was preseated by the
ladies of hie congregaiion with an illuminated address and a purse ol
sovereigne  The presentation was made at a social gathering held in
bonout of the rev gentleman, and the address specially referred to
the great interest he bad taken in the spiritnal and temporal welfare
of the Catholic community, and tbe high respect and esteem in
wrbich be was held by all,

A 8AD case is reported from Paris where a lady named Amelot
wont mad the other day and murdered her confessor—'he Abhd
Broglie, brother of the Duke of that name. To make the casa more
distressing Medams Awelot had been a good and pious woman,
devoting a large fortune to charitable objects,

We are glad to learn from an Auckland corrcspondent ihat the
Gaelic mevement bide fair to be vigorously taken up in the cily in
queslion. Tbe Rev Mr Jordan, of Taurangs, will deliver a lecturs on
the sntject at anearly date, and MrJames O'Sullivap, who is sn Irisk-
Guaelie sckolar of bigh attainments, bas kindly (ffered to throw open
to those engaged o the woik a iibrary of looks in the
ancient tongue* The Cacholic Literary Sociaty will alsg give their able
assistance,

THE following is a cablegram under date Adelaide, May 14 :—
Mr Michael Davitt was cordially welcomed on srrival. Ha origi.
na'ly intended to remain io the colonies six or eight monthe, but
owing to the desth of his child is now unlikely to stop ag maby
weeks. He rotonrnd vin Americs,

Wz, (Melbourne ddvooate, May 4) are in a position to give this
week o few more patticalars rospecting Mr Davitt’s visit than were
heretofora available. In reply to a cable messaga ha received at
Colombo from Mr Juseph Winter, menager of this journal, Mt Davitg
bas fixrd Monday evening. 20th May, for bis firet lectare, and it
will be delivered in the Hibernian Hall, the sobj et being ¥ Parlia-
mentary Photographa,” In several guartzrs there will, no doubt, be
a wigh that Mr Davitt should tarn aside from hia purpose, snd die-
coures on sabjeets not included in his programme, That i3 watoral,
but it would be uukind to place him under the slightest constraint.
Motive, however good in itself, would be no excnse for exbjecting
him to any pressare in matters of the kind, Wall snd good if at
any time in the comrse of his visit be should find time to depart
from his programme, and be willing to do a0 for the gratification of
his admirers, or any section of them ; bat no step should be taken
that might embarrass him, or in sny way prejudice his prospects of
success, Tbere in the more ressov for such abstinence in the fact
that his admirers ure Dot all of one mind as o his viewa on several
different subjects, He will take up no subject on which he may not
ba regarded as un authority snd an intelligent exponeat, and he
will so treat none of his choice ra to cffend those who differ from
bim. He will deal with national or social questions as a dise
pagsionate publie lecturer, and not as m partisan, and ke should not,
and will not, we hope, bs asked to present himself in any othef
characler. Apd tbat would be uuavoidable if on any oceasion he
particularly identified himself with any section of his admirers,

JUDGING by their declamatery and ungrammatiesl resclations
(saye the Fresmnan) the Itish landiords find it difficult to make & case
against the Land Bill, They are very rich in abuee of the Bill, ut
very poor in argument, Thst much-laboured old word “ confisca-
tion " ia resurrected for the occasion. Every Irish Land Bill haas
becn denounced in turn as confiscation by the landlords, They have
all confiscated more or less the right of the lasdlords to thieve and
evict, It wasconfiscaiion to order compensation fur disturbance and
for unexhausted improvement, It waas confiscation to give fixity
of teoure and fair--or what was supposed to be fair—rents, It ie
now confieealion to rescue from the grip of the landlords, who have
done notbing for the soil of Ireland bat * salf it well with rack-rents,”
ag the late Uolonel King-Harman onee put it, the improvements
made by the Irish tenants and to admit the exclnded tenantry of the
conniry to the bspefit of the Land Acte. Parliament, it appears
rejected the proposals embodied in Mr Morley's Bill twenty-five years
ago ; therefore they are bad, This is the argument of the leading
lights of the party that containg all “ the educated intelligaccs ” of
the country, What o waste of good money to educate the intellect
that ofzra such a resson in opposition to popular reform,

TaE Irish episcopacy (saysthe Dublin Fregman) bas lost another
zyalous and able member by the death of the Bishop of Down and
Connor, which occurred on Tuesday March 26, from a painful disease,
the tortures of which were borne with most heroio fortitude. Most Rev
Dr Mtalister was, ontil disabled by disease, a most energetic prelats,
During his all too brief reign the work of Catholic organisation in
Down and Connor was carried on with vigour, and the traditions of
priestly = al and patriotiz devotion which he received from his beloved
predecessor, Dr Dorrian, were worlbily maintained., Becently through
failiny health bis labours were interrupted, and the prieata
of the diccese bad already chosen nameato be submitted to Rome for the
appoiniment of a coadjutor with the right of swceession, Asin the
case of the late Bishop of Elpbin, the Most Rev Dr McAlister was
not destined to witness the consecration of his successor, The
Catholics of Down and Connor have lost a worthy pastor.

Tur eminent French anthor, Huyemanns, has become a convert
from advanced freethonght to Catholicism. In a book recently pub-
lighed by him, named En Aoute, he describes, with estreme candour,
the work of his conversicn.

——

JUDGING (saye the Faris correspondent of the Catholic Times of
March 29) frow the resumé that M, Loyeon {ex Pére Hyacinthe)
bag sent home of his recent disconrses in Algeria, his mind is
drifting farther and farther from firm land. The lalest chimerato
which be has devoted his ill-controlled enthuasiasm is the ‘religious
alliance of the Gespel apd the Korae.” How far M. Loyson has
gone adrift from sound doctrine may be judged from the following
passage :—" I am o Christian priest, but as a sincers disciple of
Jegus, I do not believe that I offand Him in recognising Mahommed
ad the prophet of the Araks, It was not without the Divine inspira-
tion that he founded- the grand religion of Islam. By the politioal



