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8 NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Feiday, May 10, 1585

A grest pilgricaage tor Padua, Loreto, Assisi, and Bome is being
organised in Belgiom. It will be under the personal guidance of
Cardinal Goossens, Archbhishop of Malipea,

The Bev L. Byan, O.M.L, Inchicore, has been appointed
Buperior of the house of bis Order at Freemantle, Weatern Australia.

Despite the intemperate weather, the Holy Father's health is
excellont. His Holiness takes frequent walke in the Vatican gar-
dens,

The pum of twelve thoueand lire bas besp given by the Holy
Father for distribution amongst the poor in the villaged of the Roman
province who have been guffering from famins,

On  Good Friday, the 12th April, the stars will be in the
eame position in the firmament which they occupied on the day of
Our Lord’s death on the Cross, It will be the firet time this has
bappened since the commencement of the Ohristian era.

Weo learn from the Missions Catholiquer ot Lyona that, accor-
ding to the latest intelligence from the Catholica in Manchuris, the
Catbolic misrions Bave fared well dutiag the war, thaoks to the
Chineae and Japauness authoritles,

S —

INVERCARGILL.
..;-_-__.__-;.‘
(From an occasional Correspondent.)
April 4, 1885,

How fond are geographers of pointing o Catholic countries the
finger of acorn in educational watters, With few exceptions one ean
ba sure on opening the text books used 1z schools that where the pre-
domicant religion of & country ie given as Boman Oatholic there also
will be found the unblushing statement, ** Education, backward,”
Franse, Italy, Spsin, Switzerland, Belgium—all fall snder the ban,
*No good can come out of Isrmel™ appesrs to be the doctrine of
these geniry, It may not then be considered amisy it we examine
for a moment the schools of Switzerland, which are uzqueationably
regarded with pride by the inhabitants of that eturdy little republic,
and with admiration by the world st large, Conspicnous among the
devoted band of eduoational reformers shines brilliantly the name of
Jenn Qirard, whoee good work atands second only to that high Ppriest
f educational reformers—Pestalozzi, Jean Girard was boro at Fri-
bonrg in 1765. At sixteen yoare of age be joined the order ot Giray
Friars at Lucerne, and taaght in several convents after corapleting
his novitiste, In 1804 he was choeen prefect of ptudies of the
primary school of his pative town The following encomium will
thow the extent of his anccess atter ten years' teaching :— He had
trained a body of youth the like of which, perbape, no gity in the
world wonld fornish: It was not without profound emotion that the
friends of bumanity contemplated a spectacte 8o new and go touching.
¢ + + .« If, seeing ochildren approaching you im rags, ycu
approached them thinking that you were about to encounter little
rafiana yon were wholly surprised to hear them reply to you with
politeness, with judgment, and with the aceent which bespeaks
gontes! manners and a carefal education.”” The schools of Bwitzer.
land are to-day among the most successtul and eystematically tanght
of any in the world, If anyone deserved credit for it is undoubtedly
Pare Girard, who belooged to that body which, we are told,
endeavoute to keep its members in ignorance, yet which produced a
Galileo, s Michael Angelo, a Columbus, a T.ss» & Titian, a
Raphael ; to that body which eandeavours to staap out of its
adherenta all libarty of thought and sction, yet which produced the
patriot Tell, the Brace of Baonockburn. To what then, it may be
asked, wae the great anccees of Pére Girard's teacbing due. The
answer is pupplied in bis reply to Pestalozzi. I made the remark,”
be writes, " to my old friend Peetalozzi that the mathematics exer-
cised an unjustifiable eway in hia establichment, and that I fuared
the reaults of this on the education that wae given, Whereopon he
replied to me with apirit, as wae his wont, | This ia becanse I wish my
children to believe nothing which eannot be demonstrated as clearly
to them ad two and two make four! My reply was in the same
strain, ‘ In that case, if 1 bad thirty sons I wou'd oot entrust aoe of
them to you for it would be impoasible for you to demonstrate to
hit a8 you ean tbat two and two make four that I am his father, and
that I have a right to his obedience.'*

It seems to me that the above quotation is very pertinent to the
presentf position of educational maitets in Naew Zealand. Wa are
often told that the time for teaching religion is a paltry half-hour on
Bundays. In effect this contention means that religion ias to be
divorced from the ordivary pursaits of lite, to be like a garment
which is poton or off st will, to be used aé an ordisary matter of
bosinese when the occasion smits, Itis to combat this apirit that
Catholica are manfully maintaining an uaequal warfare, We wish to
sce our citizens grow up with their whole courde in life guided by a
higher purpose than mere business soccens, by 8n aim which w1l raige
them out of their eordid selves, which will mske their charity
embrace all mackind, which will make them '* baild o'er again the
atrium of their pouls, 8o broad that all mankind may rest therein,”
and by which they will leave oo the sands of time
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“ Foatprints that perhaps snother
Bailing o'er life’s solemn maln,
A torlorn and shipwrecked brother
Beeing, shall take heart again.”

That this was the aim of Girard’s teaching no one will doubt
who reads the purport of Villeman upon the school at Fribourg,
wherein he remarks * That only ia then the resl people’s school in
which all the elements of study serve for the culture of the soul, and
in which the child grows better by the things which he learps, and
by the manner in which he learns them.” Fére Girard spent the
concludiog years of his lfe in seclugion, but he ptill cootinoed to
take a deep interest in the cult of education. He poblished two
worke * L'Enecignment Ragulier de la Langue Maternells ' (System-
atic teaching of the mother toogae), and the “ Oours Kducat:f de I
Langue Maternelle (Educative course in the mother tongoe). The
former ot these two works was orowned by the Freach Academy, and
in France and Italy the infloence of Pare Girard has beea all power-
ful in determining what ghall be the charac'er of their principlea and
method. Péce Girard was alao noted for his extreme toleration in
proof of which may be cited the fact, that bis drawing master at
Fribourg was & Proteetant, and that all hig teachers there were lay-
men. I cannot do better than conclude with the following clipping
from a leading aducationsl journal, when referring to Pére Girard :—
“For this we ehall tha more honour and respect the sturdy Bwise,
placing him not far below Peatalozzi, bacause of his championship of
education as opposel to instruction, because of bis advocacy of the
inductive method, becauss of his recognition of the all-importance
of moral inetraction, because of hia lite-long devotlon to the cause of
education, a8 well a8 for the manty atand he made for toleration and
Inrge-mindedness, whereby we are compelled to acknowledge that
here waa not only a true teacher, bat a trae man, & geod and faithfal
servant, meriting perpetosl remembrancs,”

OBITUARY,
*,_E‘_

THE late lamented Mr Thomas McGarva, who leaves a wife and threa
grown-up children, two daughters and one son, to mourn his loss,
was & native of Ayrshirs, Bcotland, Ha was fifty-three years of age
at the time of his death, which happened on the thirty-first day of
March last, Two yeara after his arrival in Canterbury, thirty-two
years ago, in the ship “ David G, Fieming,” he married, and in the
following year, joined the railway eervice. Hig firat work was to
take part in forming & portion of the line that exkended from the
city of Ohristchureh to the river Belwyn. Toe well-known contrac-
tors ia those days, Mesars Holmes and Co., constructed the work, and
when the Jine was opened the Goversment took possesgion of the
Canterbary railways, and Mr Melsrva wag ag-ociated with them by
being appointed foreman. He succecded in this capeoity Mr Alex-
ander Buchanan, and Mr MeGarva held the position for about twenty -
four years. He wag altogether on the Canterbury and Dunedin
sections of the railway for over twenty-eight years, and became most
popular, not only with his fellow-employees, but also with all classes
of the community, His general and manly straightforwardnese, his
promptitude st all times to attend to daty's call, aod his complete
earnestness at his work gained bim the good opinion of everyome,
and especially of men who were under him, asd witnassed his soand
senge, tact, and ability. The zravity of Mr McGarva's position will
be easily realised by anyone acquaintad with the duties of a forerman,
Does not on him depend the safety of the travelling public? Any
ovarsight on his part might ot only resolt in a serions interruption
of traffic and a loss of pablic mosey but alse involve a groat loss of
life. When he was sboat twys years ago remaved from Caaterbary to
Dunedin, his fellow-workmen wonld not let their foreman depart
without giving him a bandsome and valwable souvenir of their
eateem. They raet, and the shop-foreman, M Alexander, who had
served twenty-one years under Mr McGarva, wae voted to the ohair.
The chairman in making the presentation, which cousisted of a aplen-
did gold watch and chain and a beaatitally illuminated addresa,
#p ke of the many excellent traita of My MeGarva, and concluded
by reading the address. Mr McGarva knew wall how to inspire his
mec with confidence, enthusinem, and energy, and his private con-
duct equalled his public. He was & kind end carefal howbsnd snd
tather, He wag, moreover, a good Christian, and one who regularly
attended to the practices of his Chorch, Ha took part Blso in every
parochial work., His cool and correct jndgment wee on these oce.-
pioes moat useful, and bis babitually unaseuming demesnour endeared
him to everyone. He was & member of various parochisl societia
and sodalities, and among othere, that of 8t Vinceot de Panl, To
quaietly give relief to the needy sfforded him a pleasure, snd many &
person ia indebted to Me McGirva for work or assistance of some
sort. His wmisble wile and her two daughters degerve especial men-
tion in this particslar. Indeed, during the last decade there hag
been hardly any parish work wherein they have not taken a leading
part. On the occagion of his obsequics, Mt MeGarva's remaing weve
ocouveyed from his late residence 10 Bydenham, to the pro-Cathadral,
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