
A great pilgrimage for Padna,Loreto, Aaaisi, andBom* isbeing
organised in Belgium. It will be under the personal guidance of
CardinalGoossens, Archbishop of Malines.

The Bey L. Byan, 0.M.1., Inchicore, has been appointedSuperior of thehouse of his Order atFreemantle, Western Australia.Despite the intemperate weather, the Holy Father's health is
excellent. His Holiness takes frequent walks in the Vatican gar-
dens.

The sum of twelvs thousand lire has been given by the Holy
Father for distribution amongst thepoor in the villages of the Boman
province who have been suffering from famine.

On Good Friday, the 12th April, the Btars will be in the
same position in the firmament which they occupiedon the day of
Our Lord's death on the Cross. It will be thefirst time this has
happened since thecommencementof the Christian era.We learn from the Mistions Cotholi^uei of Lyons that,accor-ding to the latest intelligence from the CatholicsinManchuria, the
Catholic missions have fared well during tne war, thanks to the
Chinese and Japaneseauthorities.

INVERCARGILL.

"FootprintstbatperhapsanotherSailing o'er life's solemn main,
A forlorn andshipwrecked brother
Seeing, shall takeheart again."

That this was the aim of Girard's teaching no one will doubt
who reads the purport of Yilleman upon the school at Fribourg,
wherein he remarks « That only is then the real people's school in
which all the elementsof studyserve for the culture of tbe soul, and
in which tbe child grows betterby the things whichhe learns, and
by the manner in which he learni them." Fere Girard spent the
concluding years of hiß life in seclusion, bat he still continued to
take a deep interest in the cult of education. He published two
works

"
L'Enseignment Begulier de la Langue Maternelle

"
(System-

atic teachingof the mother tongue),and the "Oours Educatif de la
Langue Matornelle (Educative coursein the mother tongue). The
formerof these two works was orownedby theFrench Academy,and
inFranceand Italy the infloence of Pere Girardhas been all power-
ful indetermining whatshall be the charte'erof their principlesand
method. Pfce Girard wasalso noted for his extreme toleration in
proof of which may be cited the fact, that bis drawingmaster at
Fribourg wasa Protestant,and thatall his teachers there were lay-
men. Icannot dobetter than conclude with the following clipping
from a leading educationaljournal, whenreferring toPtre Girard :—"For this we shall the more honour and respect thesturdy Swiss,
placinghim not far below Pcstalozzi,because of his championshipof
educationas opposei to instruction, because of his advocacy of the
inductive method, because of his recognition of the all-importance
of moral instruction,becauseof his life-long devotion to the causeof
education,as well as for themanly stand he made for toleration and
large-mindedness, whereby we are compelled to acknowledge that
here was not only a true teacher, but a true man, agoodand faithfulservant,meriting perpetual remembrance."

OBITUARY.

(From an occasional Correspondent.)_ April4, 1895.How fond are geographers of pointing <o Catholic countries thefinger of scorn ineducational matters. With few exceptionsone canbe anreonopening the text booksused inichools that where thepre-
dominant religion of acountry isgiven as Roman Catholic therealso
will be found the unblushing statement, "Education, backward."Franae,Italy, Spain,Switzerland, Belgium— all fall under tbe ban.
"Nogoodoan come out of Israel" appears to be the doctrine of
these gentry. Itmaynot then be consideredamiss if we examine
for a moment the schools of Switzerland, which areunquestionably
rtgarded with prideby the inhabitantsof that sturdy little republic,
and with admirationby the world at large. Conspicuousamong the
devotedbandof educational reformer! shinesbrilliantly tbe name of
Jean Girard, whose good work stands second only to that biirhpriest
cf educationalreformers— Pestalozxi. Jean Girard was bom at Fri-
bourg in 1765. Atsixteen yearsof age be joined the order of Grey
Friarsat Lucerne,and taught in several convents after completing
his novitiate. In 1804 he was chosen prefect of studies of the
primary school of his native town The following encomium will
show theextent of his success after ten years' teaching :— "He had
traineda body of youth the like of which, perhaps, no city in the
world would furnish* It wasnot withoutprofound emotion that the
friends of humanity contemplateda spectacle sonew andso touching.
:... If, seeing children approaching you in rags, yru
approachedthem thinking that you were about to encounter little
ruffians you werewholly surprised tohear them reply to you with
politeness, with judgment, and with the accent which bespeaks
genteel mannersand a careful education." The schools of Switzer.
land are to-day among the most successful and systematically taught
of any in tbe world. If anyone deservedcredit for it is undoubtedly
Pare Girard, who belonged to that body which, we are told,
endeavours tokeep its members in ignorance, yet which produced a
Galileo, a Michael Angelo, a Columbus, a T.>ss->, a Titian, a
Raphael; to that body which endeavours to stamp out of its
adherents all liberty of thought and action, yet which produced the
patriot Tell, the Bruce of Baonockburn. To what then, it may be
asked, was the great success of Per* Girard's teaching due. The
answer is suppliedin his reply to Pestalozzi. "

Imade the remark,"
he writes, *'tomy old friend Pestalozzi that the mathematics exer-
cised an unjustifiable swayin his establishment, and that Ifuared
theresults of this on the education that was given. Wherenpon be
replied tome with spirit, as washis wont,'This is becauseIwishmy
children tobelieve nothing which cannot be demonstrated as clearly
to them as two and two make four.1 My reply was in the samestrain, 'In that case, if Ihad thirty sons 1wou'd not entrust one of
them to you for it would be impossible for you to demonstrate to
him as youcan tbat two and two make four thatIamhis father, and
that Ihavea right to his obedience.'"

Itseems to me that the abovequotation is very pertinent to the
presentjposition of educational matters in N«w Zealand. We are
often told that the time for teachingreligion is a paltry half-hour on
Bundajs. In effect this contention means that religion is to be
divorced from the ordinary pursuits of life, to be like a garment
which is put on or off at will, to be used as an ordinary matterof
business when tbe occasion suits. It is to combat this spirit that
Catholics aremanfully maintaining an unequal warfare. We wish tosee our citizens growup with their whole course in life guided by a
bigher purpose than mere business saccess, by an aim whicb wil raise
them out of their sordid selves, which will make their charity
embrace all mankind, which willmake them " build o'er again the
atrium of their bouls, bo broad that all mankindmay rtst therein,"
andby which they will leaveon the sands of time

The late lamentedMr Thomas McGarva, who leavesa wife and threegrown-up children, twodaughters and one son, to mourn bis loss,
was anativeof Ayrshire, Scotland. He was fifty-three years of age
at tbe time of his death, which happened on the thirty-first day of
March last. Two years after his arrival in Canterbury, thirty-two
yearsago, in the ship " David G. Fleming," he married, and in thefollowing year, joined the railway service. His first work was totake part in forming a portionof the line that extended from thecity of Ohristchurch to the river Selwyn. Toe well-known contrac-
torsin thosedays, Messjrs Holmesand Co., constructed the work,and
when the line was opened the Government took possession of theCanterbury railways, and Mr McGarva was as-ociated with them bybeing appointed foreman. He succeeded in this capacity Mr Alex-
anderBuchanan, andMr McGarvaheld theposition forabout twenty,
four years. He was altogether on the Canterbury and Dunedinsections of the railwayfor over twenty-eigbt years,and became mostpopnlar,not only with his fellow-employees,but also with all classes
of the community. His general and manly straightforwardness,bis
promptitude at all times to attend to duty's call, and his complete
earnestness at his work gained him the good opinion of everyone,
andespecially of men who wereunder him,and witnessed his soundsense,tact, and ability. The gravity of Mr McGarva'a position will
be easily realised by anyone acquainted with the dutiesof a foreman.Does not on himdepend the safety of tbe travelling public? Anyoversight on his part might not only result in a serious interruption
of traffic and a loss of public moneybut also involvea great loss of
life. When he was about two yearsago removed from Canterbury toDunedin, his fellow-workmen would not let their foreman departwithout giving him a handsome and valuable souvenir of their
esteem. They met, and the shop-foreman. Mr Alexander, who had
served twenty-one years under Mr McGarva, wasvoted to the chair.The chairman inmaking the presentation, whichconsisted of a splen-
did gold watch and chain and a beautifully illuminated address,
sp ke of the many excellent traits of Mr McGarva, andconcluded
by reading the addresß. Mr McGarva knew wellhow to inspirehis
men with confidence,enthusiasm, and energy, and his private con-
duct equalled his public. He was akind andcareful buaband and
father. He was, moreover,a good Christian, and one who regularly
attended to the practicesof his Chnrch. He took part also in every
parochial work. His cool and correct judgment wason these occ<-
Bions most useful, and his habitually unassumingdemeanourendearedhim to everyone. He was a member of various parochial societieand aodfllitiep,and among other*, that of St Vincent de Paul. To
quietly give relief to the needy bfforded him a pleasure,and many a
person is indebted to Mr McGirva for work or assistance of Borne
sort. His xmiable wife and her two daughters deserve especialmen-
tion in this particular. Indeed, during the last decade there has
beenhardly any parish work wherein they have not taken a leading
part. On the occasion of his obsequies, Mr McGarva's remains were
conveyed from his late resiJence in Sydenham, to the pro-Cathedral,
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