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we mhy donbt as to whether our missionsry friends would themselves
count as the fitiy righteons—or even a8 the ten—who might redeem
it, Unscrupulous falashood, at least, must tell apsinet their claims,
The doubt, however, is one that they themselves will not share.
They are as false in their minds with regard to their own merits
and expected rewards as they are with their toogues towarde those
who differ from them in belief, ‘Wera they sincere, and not itching for
particular distinction and foreign experiencee, with the advantages
they entail, they would find plenty to do at home. I know the
West erd and the East end of FLondon ;" writes Max O'Rell oree
more, *I bave seen Argyle streat in Glagzow ; High street and ihe
Canongate, in Edinburgh, co Baturday nights, 1 have visited the
dives of Chicago, the dene of New York and San Fraocisco; I have
soen the gambling dons of Denver and tho rest. I bave sesn Paris
in all ite nooks and cornere, and I reaily cannot make ep my mind
that Aoglo-Baxon [and scores in the comparison,” Yt these apodties
of corceit and self-glorifiestion run abrosd. proclaiming tbeir own
excemsiva piety and the precious privileges exclusively enjoyed by
those who inhabit & Protestant conntry. Iy it not rather to be feared
tbat wherever they obtain a footing not only hypneriey and falschood
but vice of the most revoltiog kinda—sach as they have left behind
tbem at bome, and, at best, bave not besn able to prevent or heal, may
follow in their wake! As we aee, it ig thick in the places wheace
they have come, and teaching such as theirs has dome nothing to
stem it. The state of religion in Bonth America, may, perhaps, be
capable of improvernent, Father Vaoghan, in fact, deseribed it as,
in some minor respects, imperfect. In the true Catholic homes of
Boath America, however, aa in all such Catholic homes, nothing will
be found to equal the condition of things. Hyndman quotes regard-
iog the Englieh peassntry—or that which is now once again—for the
third time in recent years—before the world with respect to the
Eoglish higher classes, No ; if Bouth American Ca‘holics came to
Yorkshire it would not be to exchange darkneas for light. We may
rationally conclode, on the contrary, that they would runa risk of

falliog into vices of which at home they had hardly even 8o much
an heard.

Tae Melbourne Age hag published r l2ader on the

A WITNESS change of feeling in England towards Catholicism,
18 8PITE OF which has been z markad characteristic of recent
HIMBELY,  years, Cardinal Vaughan's assorance to the Pope,
gaye our coctemporary, was not necesaary to recal)

this,

Not only is there preater tolerance or an adoption of Catholic
practices by Anglican clergy, but there has been a great and aimoet
uwnquestioned growth in the activities of Roman Catholcism.
Appointments have been made, too, which, a fcw years ago, would
bave set the country in a fermeat. There has been a Catholic Lord
Mayor of London; a Catholic has been appoinied professor of
history st Oxford ; and circumstances may be imsgined under which
a Catholic might have had the probibition removed in his favour
from the woolsack. * Under the guidance of Henry Edward
Manning, the Church to which he became a convert in middle nge,
and of which be wan during & long life so distinguished an orna.
ment, recommended itself to the common people as their true friend
and wise adviger,” The Chureb, too, has made converts in ualikely
places — among the Anglican wmiolstry, in Universitics which seemed
tending towards unbelief, and even from the sraall band of aggressive
supporters of the Comtist philosophy, Al thie, says the dgr, proves
a change that is startling, '* when we look back to the comparatively
recent limes in which to be a ‘ Papist’ was not coly sufficient 1o
insure social ostracism, but also to exposc one to the sction of
savage penal laws.” Our contemporary, nevertheless, would not
have the ' Homanist ' become too mueh elated. To check hia pride
he himsalf resorts to bathos. Protestantism, he tells us, can show
mauch more than all this in the Balvation Army—'‘ which, beginning
an late as 1875 with Mr Booth and his wife, now carries on its
campaigns in every civilised and sivage country in the world, and
has 13,000,000 of suldiers as ready to obey the orders of iheir
+Qeneral’ as Lhe moet devoted levies of Pope Leo.” For our own
part, ws do not grudge Protestantiem this manifestalion of its
strengtb, But had our contemporary never heard the old proverb :
# Mach ery aod little wool? *  Qur costem porary goes on to acaount
for the change of feeling with which he deala—but here he has not
much that is pew to tell ns. It is the old story of one wkn looks at
the Chuarch from ihe outside and pretends to explaio what takes
plasce within, Here it is useless to argue and vain to protest, A
wilful man will have his way, and no man is more wilful than the
non+Catholic who takes it upoa him to treat of Catholic matters,
Wae shall eimply deay the gratuitons ripatstion that an acceptance
of !Oatholic truth iovolves the * deep slumber ol a settled convic-
tion.” Tbe writer claims that this hasl bern “ bappily ' said.—Are
falgehocd, then, and bappiness identical 7—Nor can we admit that
the attraction the Church ex'reises over maay who do not aceept
her teaching is due, as this writer also claime, to the charm of her
stateliness and ritual, The Greck Chareb, for example, bag a very
impceing ritual and very much stateliness ; yet we hear little of the

attraction she exercises. People, moreover, have been attracted by
the Qatholic Church who bad little taste for ritual and, by natuare,
little reverence for stateliness, Oor contemporary again, who allades
also to the pronraesa of the Church in America, finde consolalion in
what he believen ta be her declining inflarnee In continental Turopa
among the Latin races. He quotes as a proof that in France she is
no longer the Church of the people the fact 1hat the Government of
that country has enforced the conscriptivn oa the Seminariste.
But the politieal apathy of a Cutkoelic people may be blamable, may
even ba eulpable, and yet may ot berpenk their rejeetion of rebgion.
Those politicians wers belter aequainted with ilie trua feciiog of
France whe, the other day, sought to damage the candidatore of M.
faare for tha Presidency by epreading abroad Lhe report that he wad
» Proteatant, DMost sigoificunt, too, are the wisits 1hat have lately
beun Laid to the Vatican by represestative Frenchmen. Tte up,
tounded speculation of our coutemporary with regard to tha siate of
thitgy o France may show the value of bis conclusions aa to Italy
and E£pain, The writer in ithe Age, in fact, has built up, bot failed
te puil down. He haa very ably set forth the change of feeling in
England towards the Catholic Charch and her great progress in
Armerica. He bas brought furward in opposition nothing of adequata
worth, His article remaioe, in fact, what, as he gives us to under-
stend he did not intend it to be, and in spite of him, a testimony to
tha vitality of the Oatholic £aith,

e, et

TuE lecture delivered by the viticultural expert
Bignor Bragato in Dunedin on Friday evening
repeated with emphasis all that bad previously
been reported respecting that gentleman's favour-
able opinion of New Zealand’s capabilities to become a fruit-growing
country. Both the North and Scath islands he said seemed especially
fit for the use in guestion, He pointed out the great advantage the
colony would have in being able to supply tho European markets at
a time of the year when as thioge are at present fruit is acarce there,
OF the capabilitiea in particular of Central Otago Signor Bragato
gpoke hiphly—ploms and apricots, for which, in a dried state, there
ia a large demand he spoke of a3 eaeily to be grown. It was, how-
ever, on the growth of the grape-vine that the speaker dwelt at
greatest length, Thiy he described ne very profitable and as needing
at the beginning but a small outlay and afterwards an easy course of
caltivation. The cost of planting an acre with vines he said would be
£10, and alter four years, the wine prodnced by it would ba worth
£30. The work of scarifying, plonghing, and pruning would be done
ychtly at an ootlay of £2 10s and there wounid be ne need for any-
tbing more, or for heavy machinery of any kind. Sowa ot the chisf
vignercns in Victoris, he added, had not been worth £5 when they
cotered upon the tagk of vine.planting. The lectorer recommended
that our Government phounld follow the example set them by that of
Victoria in giving a bonuae for the planting of vineyards—and also
that they should provide easy means of carriage. He eaid he had
boen surprised to see the rubhish sold in Duredin while in Central
Otago be bad secn excellent fruit Iying on the ground because there
wag no way of sending it to market, The lecturer argned also that
by means of prudecing wine ths necessity for temperance societies
would be done away with., Wiae producing couuntries, he said, were
noted for the subriety and industry of their people, and wine-drink-
ing mugt prove an effectual cuie for drunkennes:. It may, mean-
time, be conciaded that Signor Bragato has puinted out a certain
road by which t ard imes may be finally bronght te an end in New
Zealand, and a prosperous population, of smaller proprietors, settled
on the lands, Ii is to be boped that & united and persevering effort
will be male to carry out the undertaking he recommenda,

oDnD8 AND
ENDS3,

We must acknewledge that Mr A C, Begg who, as president of
the Chamber of Commerce, took the chair at Signor Bragato's lecturs,
acquitted bimeell consistently, It was a difficult position that he had
to fill, Mr Begg our Tartar-ig-chief of prohibition forced to preside
at & lecture in advecacy of wire making and of the creation of & thirst
fur wine among the multitude ! He was, nevertheless, consistently dry
in bis summing up :—' The Chairman said he was sure they were all
obliged to Mr Bragato for the information he had givean. Heg was
gura they were all agreed that it would be a good thing for New
Zealand 1f it became s very sober country (laughter). They might
rot all agree with Mr Bragato as to the means for making it sober,
but tbey could agree it would be a gocd thing if the population of
New Zealand was made 8 good deal more acher than at present.”
Wine drinkiog forsooth, Let them draw their drink from the wash-
paol—{lavoured if possible with a wholesome tounch of worm-wood,
Hard, indeed, is it to demacd of Mr Begg ihat there should be a
surrender of his ancient solitary reign by the deserving equatter—
but that he should make room for a muititude cultivating the vine
and habitually lockiog upon the wine cup when it is red—why, it's
little sbort of robbery and murder,

Onr * Civis ” has been posed by a correspon lent, or, any rate,
hasays 8o, OQur " Civia™ has becn asked to give his opinion, aga
Proteatant, cn'the propossl, as bhis correapondent puts it, * to amalga-

wmate the Church of Eogland with the Charch of Rome.” His cor-
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