Irriday, May 8, 1895

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

17

HE NEW CATHOLIC CHURCH, WAITATI,
Wil be npened on
BUNDAY, MAY 12

An efficient Choir will perform the music.

A drag will start from Parker and Findley's Risk
Btables, Moray Place, Dunedin,

at 9 am,
RETURN FARE .., THREE BHILLINGS,

The beauty of the ecenery along the road and around Waitati is

2l zqalmul ﬂjahlqt.

FIAT JUBIITIA.

FRIDAY, MAY 3, 1895.

PROGRESS AND JUSTICE IN Tt NINE1L:NTH
CENTORY.
_—

Tar Cathones of New Zesland provide, at their own sole
expense, an excellent education for their own children. Yet
such is the sense of justice and policy in the New Zealand
Legislature that it compels these Catholics, after having
manfully provided for their own children, to contribute largely
towards the free and godless education of other people’s
children ! {1 This is tyrauny, oppression, and plunder,

CANADIAN BCHOOL TROUBLE.

—___+____

i HERE is trouble in the matter of education in
.. Manitoba, and the Dunedin Evoning Star,
always to the front when anything derogatory io
the Catholic Church or Christian eduecation in
America is concerned, hastens to record the fact,
The news that the Provincial Legislature seems
disposed to resist the * remedial order” of the
Governor-Geeneral in Council, is wired from
Auckland to our contemporary on the arrival of
the ’'Frisco mail. We are of strong opinion that
the joy of pecularists at the prospect of extingnishing
separate schools for Catholics in Manitoba will be short lived.
Even, if the Legislature of the Province disregard the order
to restore the state of things before 1890 and the separate
school system, article 93 of the British North America Act
of 1863, gives power to the Dominion Parliament to pass a
“ remedial law,” and constitutionally force the recaleitrant
Provincial Legislature in matters affecting the “rights or

privileges of the Protestant or Roman Catholic minnrity of
the Queen’s subjects in relation to education.” Our Dupedin
contemporary, regardloss of expense, keeps ug well informed—
on one side of the guestion—u{ what trauspires in American
education circles. It quotes the answer of Manitoba as con-
tained in an inspired article in the Government organ.
 Weehalinotaliow the Stale to support religion ; weshallnot allow
a Church to control the State ; we aball not return to the civilisation
of the dark sges; we shall not recognise Rome ns better than, or in
any way different from, athers; we shall hold to the principle of

equal righis for all, apd that prineiple ghall be dearcr to us tban con-
federalion jteelf.”

This stuff will, no doubt, give pleasure to many readers of the
Star, which often accords honoured place to the sentiments
here expressed. We doubt very much if the Canadian Par-
lisment will be inflnenced by the bharsh cries of political
mischief makers, Ontario has heard for many years the
shibboleths of interested partizans, and by her law giving
the Catholic minority the benefit of separate schools has
shown that she heeded it not. The education laws, which
bave worked so well in Upper and Lower Canada and in Mani-
toba will not be changed whatever the patrons of gedlessness
may say ot do, The satisfactory working of the school law in
Manitoba itself before 1890 may be seen in an extract from the
report published a few years ago, of Mr J. B, Somerset,
superintendent of Protestant schools of the Province,

‘“ A word regarding tbe law itself may be appropriate here, 1t
was firs! placed upon the atatats book in 1871, and was founded upon
the principle of the esiablishmenc of Protestant and Roman Cathatic
echoole, each govarned and manaped independently. This funda-
meatal principle being embodied in the Imperial and Dominion acta
for the organisation of the province, the question as to i1s correctoese
in outside the scope of practical discussion ; but in conoection with
ite workinge during the last ssventeen yeara it may be pointed cat
that the echools of the province have been managed withont a particle
of the denominational friction that has caused disturbances and
bitternesd in other provinces of the Domin‘on, Our Boman Catholic
fellow-citizena have, under this law, Lheir own schools, available for
religiona as well as secular teaching, which is a principle invariably
contended for by them ; and those cbarged with 1the management of
them are sccoustable to their peopls for their efficiency, On the
other hand, Protestant schools are untrammelled in the introduction
of auch Christian teacbiug, ineludicg the daily reading of the Bible,
ag may be found practicable, and which the growing sentiment of
the people recoguises as holding an important place ic the devalop-
ment cf the child's nature,”

Who are causing the present friction and education trouble ?
Becularists, who hate Christianity in any form, and sectarians,
who hate Catholicity and wish to minimise the influence of
the Church. Public statements like that of a Methndist

minister in  Massachusetts who said not long "ago
that 1,800,000 children had in twelve years been
lost to the Catholic Church through the influence
of the public schools only inerease the diabolical

fforts of rabid members of the A,P,A, They have not sue-
ceeded in the purpose in Ontario and Quebee. Now they try
to insert the thin edge of the wedge in Manitoba, They will
not succeed. The Canadian Parliament has an object lesson
in the equitable treatment of the Protestant minority in
Quebee where Cathaolies are five or six times more numerous.
By successive Acts from 1341, the first year of the Home Rule
Parliatent, to 1863, when the British North America Act
wag passed, the trend of legislation was generally to protect
the minority, Catholic or Protestant, and authorise separate
schools when required Ly householders. In  Protestant
Cutario five Catholic householders {or five Protestant, if they
wish to establish a separate school for their denomination,
but they don’t wish) may convene a meeting of persons
desirous of having a separate school. They appoint trustees
Lo ruanage the school, to levy school rates on the Catholic in-
habitants, who become at once exempt from municipal sehool
taxes, Mach sepaiate school becomes entitled to a proportional
share of all public school grants made by the legislature. It
i significant that no Protestant denomination has availed
itself of the Act to establish separate schools in upper Canada,
The public schools suit them admirably, as public schools
would still suit them if private schools by simliar arrangement
were publicly autherised in New Zealand., Canadian experi-
ence does not lend weight to the arguments that the Protes-
tant majority would demand and establish denominational
schools if our Catholic schools were cquitably treated. To
quote Upper Canada to show how Calliolics svail themselves
of the provisiona of the Act: In 1841 there was
one separate school ; now there are about 300 in the pro-
vince. The usuasl ery about the inefficiency of non-public schools
hag  been often rsised. The words of a prominent
education official and a pronounced opponent of (Catho-



