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(From an occasional Correspondent.)
Notwithstandingthe rough weather we had on Easter Sunday
the Attendance atboth Masses was verygood.

At the latoMasi, celebrated by Eev Father O'Connor, the choir
under tha conductorship of Professor Higham rendered U&ydn's Ist'
Mass in BFlat in a most efficient manner. The soloists being Mes-
damesFlynn and Whitaker, sopranos ;Mis9esN.and K. Flynn, con-
traltos ;Messrs Gilman and Ba'chclor, tenors;and Messrs Higham
and Busaell, basses.

A feaiureof this Mass is the "Et IncarnatusEat," the solo in
which was beautifully sung by Mrs Flynn, as also was the trio by
Mesdames Flynnand Whitaker and MissNellieFlynn. The „Cruci-
fixus,"a trio for the male voices was sung by Messrs Gilman, Russell,
and Higham, who did it full justice.

As an Offertory thebeautiful" HaecDies" was renderedby the
full choir, and theHallelujahcbcrus from the" Messiah

"
terminated

themorning service.
In tbe evening the usual Psalms were sung fur Vespers, after

which Very RevFather Mulvihill delivered a veryeloquent sermon
his textbeing, "He is riaen, He is not here."

Benedictionof the Host Blessed Sacrament followed the sermon
the "O Salutaris" andLi any which wero rendered being composed
by Professor Higham. The "O Salutuiis" isa beautiful composi-
tion, the first verse being a solo for the soprano, and the second verse
chorus. The solo wasvocalised by Mrs Whitaker ina verycreditable
manner. The Litany consists of solos and chorus alternately and is
quitedeserving of the same praiseas the "

O Salutaris." The solos
were takenby Messrs Flynn and Wbitakerand Messrs Gilman and
Batchelor. Mr Higham is tobe congratulatedon both his composi-
tione, and the members of the choir on their good fortune in having
such a talentedconductor. The "Tantum Ergo

"
which wassung isa

duet for soprano andcontralto, and w.»9 composeiby the organist.
MissFlynn;itis most devotiona',and wassung|with great feelingby
Mrs Flynn and Miss Nellie Flynn. The duties of organist were ful-
filled by Miss Flyan in her ueual able manner.

(New York Freeman'sJournal.)
CardinalNewmanrefers toNapoleon theGreatas « a miracle of
nature." General Wolaeley, thehead of the English army,gives it
asbis opinionthat Napoleon was" the greatest of all thehuman
worksof God."

The extraordinary revivalin everything Napoleonic at tbe pre*
sent time goes far to support the utterances of these two eminent
men. Literature,painting, sculpture, the drama andall the arts are
enlisted inhis glorification. The magazines,not only inFrance, but
in England and America as well,are full of Napoleon. If Washing-
ton andall the heroes of theRevolution, with all the great Ameri-
cans from then till now were rolled into one personality, probably no
greater interest could be aroused by snch a personality, even herein
the United Statep, than thisNapoleonicrevivalconjures up,

This Napoleonic revival certainly cannot be said to have its
sourcein Frenchpolitics. There never wasa time whenthe Eepublio
inFrance wasso firmly established, and those who seem determined
not to reconcile themselves to the republican form are the Bourbons
on the one hand and the Socialists on the other. Besides,as wesay,
the enthusiasm is not confined to Franceor toFrenchmen.

Thero ia no wayof explaining it atall, unless the magic of the
nameof this wonderful personality itself will account for it.

Napoleon, from the pictures with which thepopulareye is fami-
liar, impresses the popular imagina'ion aa amighty military captain
distinctly. Such he was, indeed. Ho was, it may be said, tbe
incarnation of the military genius, He burnod all the books and
was a law unto himself. But Napoleonwas far more thana great
soldier. He was the greatest statesman of his time inall the world;
and his CadeNapoleon,in whichhe reformed and simplified tbe laws
of France, lifts him to an exalted place among tbe world's jurists.
By faculties tbat may be said to be peculiar tohimself, this prodigy
intuitively seemed tocomprehend everything that wasbroughtbefore
his penetratingmind.

Only auniversal genius could haveconceived his amazing pro-
jects;only a will superhuman in its grasp and force couldhave so
impressed the children of men. All the world stood in aweof him.
With a stroke of his hand he changed tbe maps of nations; and,
with or without asceptre, he appeared to all ey*s crowned with a
glory androbed in the mbjjsty of an innate power that made him,
undisputed,king of kings.

Great men are conscious of their greatness without conceit,
Napoleon,whounderstood his own possibilities, could form accurate
estimates of the greatmen who had precededhim in history, and he
used tomake comparisonsbetween themand himself. But there was
One— One only, in all the world present or past— wifi Wbom he
neverdared tomeasurehimself. That was He to Whom wasgiven a
Name above every name

—
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Napoleon'sttmo waß largely tainted with unbelief ;bat ia that
unbelief Napoleon himself neverchared. Napoleoncould doimpious
things— just as a theologian cancommit a sin;but whatever may
be said of someof his acts,his mind could never yield to infidelity.
"Iknow m»n," he said, "andItell you that Jesus Christ is nota
man. Superficial minds may see some rcsemb'ance between Christ
and the founders of empires, tbe conquerors, and the geds of other
religions. Tbe resemblance doeam t exist. Isee inLycurgus, Numa,
Confuciusand Mahometmerely legislators. Imake oat resemblances,
weaknesses, and error?, which as imiliate them to myself and
humanity. But itis different wiih Christ. Between Him and any-
thing of this world there is no possible term of comparison, Yes,
our txistence (the existence of great men) has shone withall the
splendour of tbe crown and sovereignty. But reverseshave come,
the gold is tffacedlittle by little. Jhe rain of misfortunes andout-
rages with which we are deluged every day carries away the last
particle. We are only lead, gentlemen, and soon we shall bo but
dust. Such is the destiny of great men;such is the deardestiny of
the great Napoleon. What an abyss between my profound misery
and the eternal reign of Christ, proclaimed, worshipped, beloved,
adored, living throughout the whole nniversel

"

NEW ZEALAND TABLETftriday, April 26,1895
After Vespers the choir were invited to the Presbytery byflit

Tery Rev Father Mulvihill, who, on beUlf of the membenof the
choir, presented the conductor, Professor Higham, with ahandsome
baton, in recognition of his very valuable services. The baton if
ebony mounted in silver and bears the inscription,

"Presented to
Professor Higham, by the members of St Joseph's choir, Hftwera,
Ea§ter, 1895."

IRISH NATIONAL FEDERATION, WELLINGTON.
By the last 'Frisco mail the following letter, containing draft for
£50 has been forwarded to Mr Justin M'Carthy, M.P., from tha
Wellington Branch of the Irish National Federation :—

"Dear Sir,
—

We have th« honour of forwarding you another draft of £50 for the
ParliamentaryFund. £47 17s 9Jof this amount form the net pro-
ceeds of the HibernianSociety's grand concertheld here on the 18th
March incommemora'ion of our nationalfestival. The patrioticand
unselfish actionof the society in this matter ia, we consider,praise-
worthy, and, we are sure, will be fully appreciated by your com-

mittee.
—

Wo are, dear Sir, faithfully yours,E.Carrigan, J.DrUcoll,
P.M. Twomcy, vice-presidents;M. Bohan, treasurer;M.F.Healy,
hon.sec."

NAPOLEON.

.The beautifally-decoratededifice was thronged with a devout
congregation, mostlyparents and friends of the intending communi-
cants. Holy Mass, whichbeganat 9.30. a.m., was celebratedby His
Lordship, Bishop Grimep, assisted by the Vicar-General, the Very
BeyFather Gummings ; the choir Tendering sweet music and hymns
the while. After the Gospel His Lordship addressed the children,
and In beautiful language, pictured in graphic and soul-stirring
terms their happiness and privilege, their duties, resolutions, and
sentiments on this happy morn.

That nothing might be left undone for the children's happiness
even their temporal wants werethought of, for the good ladies of the
Altar Society had a breakfast prepared in the Brothers' school.
Here, after Mass and thanksgiving, the children were led, and the
large tables,plentifully and temptingly furnished with all that could
appease the appetite, weresoon lighten °d of their pleasantburdens.
His Lordshipopenedand terminated the proceedings with

"grace,"
and during the breakfaet seemed quite hippy among the little ones.
Atthree o'clock the tables were replenished,and,underthepresidency
of the Vicar-General and Father Bell, the children enjoyed
another pleasanthalf-hoar among the daintica. Father Camminge
presented each child with a large First Communion card, as a
souvenir of thehappy day. He then tendered a well-deservedmeed
of praise to the ladies whohad so devotedly and generously contri-
bnted to thechildren's happiness.

In theevening thechurch was again thronged toover-crowding
to witness the impressiveact of "Benovation of Baptismal vows."
The eloqnent words of the Bishop once more rang through tbe
cathedral aisles,as hetold inburning language of theimport of this
closing action of the eventful day, and raised his warning voice
against th« foes that those young Christianheroes, nowmadestrong
with the strength of God Himself,had to meet with, fight against,
and conquerin their march through life. In speaking of the dangers
of contamination by corrupt and libertine literature, His Lordship
paid a tribute of grateful recognition to the morality of the local
Press, whose pages might be always read without qualm of con-
science by even the most religions and delicate mind. After the
sermon the children, each with a lighted candle, marched in proces-
sion to the baptismal font, where the worthy Vicar-General received
their Bworu allegiance to the Church and Christ, and their utter
renunciation of Satan with his works and pomps. The procession
now wended its way to the Communion rails where the renovation
wasmade anew, and the happy children knelt for the Benediction.

The eleven o'clock Mass wassaid by the VeryRev Vicar-General,
whoalso preached a very instructive sermon. The choir, which was
strengtheneu byMiss Rose Blaney and Miss Freda Marsden,rendered
Farmer's Mass in B moat effectively. During the day the church-
yard presented a lively afpoarance from the number of persons
signing the petition for presentation to both Houses of Parliamentpraying for Government inspection for Catholic schools.
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