
(From tbe Catholic Timet^
A ChristianityExhiaition,to be held daring tbe InternationalExhibitionat Paris in 1900,has, it is stated, been sanctionedby theSovereign Pontiff and tbe Archbishop of Paris. The idea Is to

represent thewhole history of tbe eighteen Christian centuries byfoe similes and panoramas,to perform tbe Oberammergau Passiooplay, and to held a Sistine Chapel musical service,with all tbeaccessories;but tbesuggestion ha«, at preeenf,receivedno definiteshape.
Tbe question of adopting special means for promoting tbepro-press of Catholicism in Wales has been nnder considerationat theVatican. The project of detaching the Welsh portions of theShrewsbury diocese,uniting them with the Welsh parts of Newport

and Menevia,and erecting tbe wholeinto a Prefecture Apostolic has,itappears,been carefully examined,and the Holy Father ha* it is■aid,expressed himself in favour of it. Bo far,.however, there hasbeennoofficial confirmationas to the adoptionof the scheme.
la his Lenten Pastoral, Mgr Boarrien, Archbishop of Bonen.declares that toreplace 32priests of his diooeie,who died in 1894the carrent year will only furnieh 6. Much tbe same thing isobserved,it is iaid,in several dioceses,and it is attributedto tbeaction of the military law. It is not merely a question of ,'cmi.narntesreturning to the seminaryafter leavingthe barracks, butoftheir aptitude after their military experience to persevere in thepriestly vocation. It would appear that many of them have beenrenderedunfit for the sacerdotallife.
In his Lenten Pastoral his Eminence CardinalVanghan, afterreferring tc the evilinfluences inLondon, says: ""

Beyondour ownthere is a population, to be counted perhaps by millions, (bat hasfallen away from Christ, has never been baptised, has never heardof the Womanandher Child, aniof their mission toour race. Thework to be undertaken among them is like amission to the heathen,while the difficulties it presents aremore obstinate, and the wholemannerof procedure is moreembarrassing."
The marvellous energy and zeal for the propagation of the Faithwhich has always been a particoler feature among the sons of 8tITrancis is eloquently proved at the present time by the followingstatistics, published by the missionaries' official Bulletino, of tbenumber of Franciscans who have recently started for the distantcountries wherethey preach tbe Gospal and scrupulously follow therule laid down by their founder;Brflzil, 80; the HolyLaod, 22 "

Constaotinople,1;UpperEgypt,6. Be«>d*B those whoaccompaniedthe new Apoßtolic Prefect, Mgr Mi- ele da Carbooara, twomorehavestarted for the Erjtbrean Colony;five have gone to Albania, one toTripoli,nineteen to Bolivia,and twenty to the PbillipiaeIsles.
A verycurious and touching little scene w.i8 witnessed in theVatican on Saturday morning, February 23. The HolyFather waain his private study, whena poorly-clad Indian of about thirty-threeyearsof age was admitted to bis presence, thanks to thekind inter-ventionof MonsignoreMcry del Val. He prostrated himself beforethe venerable Pontiff with true Oriental reverence, and when LeoXIII.himself helpedbim to rise, Beeme>l almost about to faint withjoy and gratitude. Tbe interview lasted someminutes and the poorIndian left the Pope'spresence thehappy possessor of several medals,relics, and pictures which he kissed again »nd again. It has beenproved beyond adoubt that this Indianis a directdescendantof oneof the chiefs baptisedby St Francis Xavier. He hap,it bppears, foryearscherished the idea of one day coming to Borne to see 'he Hofy

Fatherand onlyallowed himself the strict necessaries of life in order
tosavesufficientmoney for the journey. At lastbe hasaccomplished
the desireof his life, and,aftervisiting the SovereignPontiff, started
on his homeward journey on the following day.

HisEminence CardinalLogue writingin his Lenten Paitoralofthe National Education System says :— lt is incurably vicious inprinciple. By excluding everydefinite idea of religion during theworking hours of tbe sobool ; merely permitting God and Hisinterests toappear for a few spare moments, oftennet permittingHim toappear atall, it tends of its very ua-urety impress the child
that temporal concerns shouldhold thjchief placein his estimation,
while his spiritual interests are of very secondary importance. Itjealously excludes from the school every thing wbich would serve tokeep the Divine Presence before the child's mind or permit it torise,evenfor amoment,abovematerial things. Itevencramps the child'smind and impedes ieal intellectual development; for to carryoutthis system itisnecessary to employ colourless and insipidbooks, toteach half truths and to altogetherexclude moet important subjects

'
of instruction, such as the study of ei'her sacred or profanehistory.
The keeping of this important quesii»n to the front need not inter-fere with themost energetic <fforts tosecure tbe right of st If-govern-
ment, or any other right necessary for the wo fare of tbe countryOn the contrary, tbe training of the young, Dot only in Becnlarknowledge,but in tbe principlesof vir ue and religion seems tobe
anindispei sablepreparation for the right of any measureof fre> dom
extended to them.
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aoHoeda moat benignant smile ofcompanion on tbe countenanceofour Blessed Lady as, taming to the venerable old man who nowstood nearher, she said,« Beloved ipouie, say a word to the Judgefor that pojr child." For the first timeIthendearlyperceivedthatthe venerablepatriarch was none other than good St Joseph. Thesaint at once stood before tbe throneof bis divine fostei-son,andMid,"O supreme Judgeof thelivingand the dead,whenon earthyouever loved and obeyed meas amost dutifuleon,Iask you,therefore,in memory of thatloveandobediencetospare this (my client's) soulwhich you have redeemed with your own precious blood." ThegreatJudge at once lefthis throne, took St Josephby thehand, and,seating bim by His side,said, "Beloved foster-father, you neverrefosel my mother or myself anything we needed onearth, youshallneverbe refusedanything you «sk inmy kingdom. For your sakeIpardonthe soul of this cbild. As he wasever fond ofyou in his life-tune, the]oyaof heaven shallb« his for an endless eternity. Never-beiesa, asIam Infioite Justiceandastherearestillon bis soul somelesser faultsunatonedfor, it is my decreethathe shallgo for a timeto tbecleaningfiresof purgatory to be therepurified as gold in thefurnace.

(Toheconcluded')

CONVENT PUPILS' ENTERTAINMENT ATREEFTON.
(Inangahua Timet, April8.)The unpropiticus weatherdid oot prevent a large audience frombeing present in the Princess Theatre on Friday evening to witnessthe great tragedy of the French Bevolntion aa pourtrayed by thepapils of the Convent School. Misses J. Harold and Wilkinsonfilled the leading characters, King Louis and Marie Antoinetterespectively,and they did them justice. Miss Walsbe doubled thecharactersof Marie Theresa and the Abbe Edgewor.h,anddid welltbongh tbe latter is essentially difficult for a lady. Miss Dohertyleft noroom for criticisminher impersonationof King Louis' sister,M-adame Elisabeth, and the same maybe said of Miss A. O'Neill'srepresentation of Marie Antoinette's sister, Madame Eoyale AsGipsy Queen, Miss McAuley left no reason f.« even the 'mostcaptions to find fault with,and Miss Molloy made an excellentMaidof Honour. Miss Moore did well as Danterre, the officer uponwhom devolved the painfulduty of conveying the royal victim, tothe guillotine. As the King's cochin, Egalite, Mist) Maud Bourketeemed quite at home, and the same applies to Miss Barkley astha Dauphin. Miss Stringer ammed tbe audieno highly by themanner in which she acted as "Biddy," the Irish gipsygirl. The remaining parts were all faithfullyborne ont by MissesK. Garth, Wilkinson, Monteith, McMabon,Breen, Gin, and Mollny.The gipsy camp chorus waslistened to with tha do*e8t appreciationThe vocal and instrumental part of the pro?ramroa gave ampleopportunity to the young ladies to evince their accomplishments inthese respectF, and they fully bore out expaciations. Miss E. Hind-

marsh was heard to great advantage in the vocal solos,"Star ofBethlehem
"

and « The Christian Martyr," the clear cadence of her
voicemore than compensating for a slight nervousness which wasnoticeable at first. Miss Shanks sang the ■"Captive Greek Girl

"
with much expression,and was therecipientof several floraltributesMiss Doberty deservedly earnei the applanse she received for "TheTouch of a VanishedHand." The chorus in characterby the H,ghSchoolpupils wasa treat to listea to. Mentionshouli also be madeof the violin solos by Master Priest, whohad torespond toan encoreThe pianoforte duet by Miasea Grath and McNamara, and Misses'O Neill and Barkley, also showed evidence of careful tuition andnatural aptitude. The evening's entertainment concluded by aone-act farce entitled"' Tee Omnibns,"in which Misses O'Neill, Do nan,O Shea,Cjrbett, McGuire, McGratb, Cameron, SearMht, and Evanstook part. The last-named young iady as "

Pat Kooney » amusedeveryone,and car not be too highly praised.
Oq Saturday evening the attendance was somewhat smallerand the entertainment if anything better. The choruses weresplendid, and the young singers excelled themselves in the scarfdance. Tbe rythm of their movements whs perfect, and they keptcapital time a.l through. Misses Hindmarsh and Shanks againfavoured tbe audience with vocal solos, and

"
Tbe Omoibjs "

wassuccessfully repeated. A new featare was the drama in one act."The Golden Thimble," in which the leading characters, Countess%^WA BDd Madame BertOD. *<>«» taken by Mieaes Annihan
m ivir !i The remainilJ8Partß w«« taken by MUwes Molloy (2)McGilhcuddy,and Keily. A beautiful tableauof the angel*by theHigh School pupils,brought a very successful entertainment to aconclusion.

Tbe BeyFather Holland thanked the public for their patronageIna few hearty words,andin doing sopaida well deserved tributeto tbe good Sisters, who,he said, wereunremitting in their zeal toperfect the minds and hearts of their pupils. It was generallyrecognised as a boon to the community tohave tbe Sis trs in itsmidst, and as they spent their time for the public good, he was gladto see that tbeir labours wererewarded wiifa dueappreciation
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