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THE VISIBLE EFFECTS OF AGNOSTICISM IN
EDUCATION.

correspondentof on« of our daily papers gave as the result of bii
inquiries as to the cause of the European lack of confidence in
American securities theprevalentbelief inEurope that withus there
is nopunishment for railway thieves. We haveall seen,in fact, tbe
rise of many fortunes founded, wholly oa dishonest transactionson a
large schli,

Almost every American city can point to certain prominent
citizens walkingabroad and looked up to with a sort of respect,who,
nevertheless, ought to be shut up in prißon. Everyone feela that
tbeße men have been thievea, that their earnings have been unjustly
accumulated out of the propertyof others. Still there is no indig-
nation, no public sense of shame, Men who are still honest greet
;he thief andare glad to be recognised inreturnby him.

The standing joke haß baen that moat of these big thievesart" church members." Whenever a bank-clerk becomes a defaulter, if
he happens to have been connected, in no matter how vague a
manner, with a church, much is made of that fact. As to this fact
there are some remarks to make. And, first of all, the man who ia
a tbief at heart, willnot hesitate to

"
steal the livery of Heaven

"
if

necessary to helphim inhis course of theft. He will first sttal, if it
seems tohim as theresult of his circumstances of birth and surround-
ing*1,all that is necessary tohelphim along in his dishonest course-
that isonly themeanstohis end. And thenbewill goontoaccomplish
bis main purpose, which is the dishonest appropriation of the pro-
perty of others. Most of thebig railroad thieves referred toia the
London correspondent'sletter belong to the past generation, and, of
course, their operations are carried on along the old lines. But the
standing joke, referred to above, is. in fact, nearly wornout. Itwill
not be long till we shall see thenew order of thieves ona large scale,
those who do not think it necessary to make religion a cover for
their wickedness.

It is not toomuch to assert that we who now live will soon see
a reaction in popular sentiment from all this. The day is not far
distant when the American peoplewill cry out for a systemof educa-
tion that will truly educate the children committed to it,not merely
in the art of counting money,but also in themore important science
of crediting money to its rightful owners. There is bound to come'
a time soon when the American people will demand that religion be
restored to its placeas anintegral factor for tbe education of the
children in the echoola supported at the expense of the State.

The B.nperor and Empressof Austria have ]U9t been visiting
the ex-Empress Kugeiiio at Cap Martin, and driving out with her.
As a fnrtbei honour the ex-Empress has also been waited upon by
Mr and MtbGladstone.

(Brooklyn Catholic Revie?v.)
FOB well-nigh forty yearsnow agnosticism has beenmaking its way
in gainingcontrolof the education given by our public schools. Of
course the familiar term for this shutting out of religion as a factor
in the education of children is" non-seciarianism," but agnosticism
morenearly describes the idea. The term Agnostic, from the Latin,
was adopted first by Mr Huxley to describe the m^n wh-\ while cot
denying God or the supernatural,yet refused to acknowledge, because
the arguments for and against served only to keep Lia mind ina state
of balance. Christians maintain that Agnosticism is practically
Atheism, for not toacknowledge God is to all intents and purposes a
denial of His existence. At first, it is tobe presumed, the omission
of religious teaching from the courses of the public schools produced
no widespreadevil effects, for the reason that in that early day the
parentsof most of the children in those schools believed in some
form of religion and took care that the lack of religion bb anelement
ia the every day schooling was made up for by tupplementary
instruction, either at home or inSunday schools, But as time went
on and religious iodifference spread among masses of the people,
whether native-born or immigrants, this religious supplementary
instruction has become less and less in proportion until, witbin
recent yearg,itsafe toB\y that a verylargeproportionof thechildren
of the public schoolshave been growing up to matuiity without any
religious training whatever.

In some partß of the country this progress of Agnosticism has
been more rapid than id others,but everywhere evidences rf it can
be seen in the opiniooe and conduct of the new generation of
Americana. There are everywhere evidences of the decay of morals
that always follows a decline of religion snd a consequentslackening
of therestraints of conscience. There is fast growing among Ameri-
cans an easy-going cynicism suspiciously like the so-called fin de
swole spirit supposed to characterise the irreligious element in
France. The pursuitof wealth and of pleasure are the two preva-
lent aims of life, and now that the

"non-sectarian," or Agnostic,
Bckeme of educationhas left a largeproportion ofthenew generation
without religious or moralprinciples, the instability of marriage and
the want of confidence in men's integrity in the haudling of other
people'smoney has becomealmost universal.

Disregard of the Christian view of tbe obligations of marriage
and thenotion that it is only a fool that willnot tak« and keep all
that he can safely grasp, whether it is rightly hid, or not, are the
growingevil of our county to-day. Only the other day, the London
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"THE FARMERS' FAVOURITE GRAIN
AND FERTILISER DRILL"

Ls m Implementthat willsow all kinds of Grain or Manure,ami

It is True to Name.
An AcknowledgedLeader.

No Loose Gear Wheels.
Has Important Special Features.

A Marvellous Invention.
We invite inspection before buying for the coming season

WALTER A. WOOD, m. & r.m. Co.,
CHRISTCHURCH AND DUNEDIN.
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