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reception given to the report that M, Faure wasa Protestsnt, Not
oaly professed Catholicy, but maay of those who declared themselves
independent of sl beliel-—~if not Freethinkers—~were chilled by the
aoncuocemest, M, Faure's friende bestirred themselves to give it n
contradiction. Hia baptiemal register hae beee published. Felix
Fzure, born at Peris, Janoary 30, 1841, and baptised Febroary 1et,
in the parish church of 8t Vincent de Paul, Our contemporary
rocalls the events attanding on the suceession to the throne of France
of King Henry IV. The timee, iteayr, are not the same, Thera
would now be no call to arms as in the sixteenth centary,
But the simple besitation produced oo the 17th of Jaouary at
Versailles shows that there is still a groundwork of Calbolic
belief in the Freoch copsciencs, with which a reckoning
muet ba made. If is, adda our contemporary, a symptiom, and &t
the ssme time a lesson, Public fesling will bave no apostates, The
8emaine, therelore, argues that resolute scticn on the part of the
Catholics of France s all that is needed to vindicate the rights of
religion and save the conntry, If Catbolic France, sxys our contem.
porary, vigorously insisted oo its resolution and demanded from its
statesmnen Christian Government, itg voice wonld certainly be heard
aod obeyed, Our contemporary continnes :—Thoa a brave writer
Iately said that if some Oatholic deputies, in imitalion of Bocialist
manifestations, bad boldly affirmed, on the.r part, the social rights of
onr Lord Jesus Christ, and bad placed in the urn the name of &
beave man who would represent these righta, this aflirmation would
have found in the couniry an immense echo ; for the country loves
justice, bonesty, bonour, snd probity. Hitherto these great virtues
bave not been the patrimony of politicians who insult the idea o
Qod in Government, From their programme there have coms forth,
hitherte, only moral disorders, material disasters, catastrophies of al*
sorts, becanee the social edifice does not rest mpon the corner-stone’
which is Our Lord Jesus Christ, in Whom alone is safety. Neverthe.
less, there is still Obristian sap enough in the son! of France to
render hor capable of retorning to ihe right way, The Semaine con-
cludes with the following exhortation :—Let her then make hasts
and not wait until thers sre rnins only round about those who wonld
be capable of resclution and sacrifice. Were there the will, there
woald be still time to ery halt upon the slope of rmin, and s generoua
exertion would still permit of the restoration of the thousand institg-
tiona which are the life of a people because they are the safeguard of
all rights and of all interents,

—

In coonection with this article from the Semaine

NAPOLEON OX Religicuse de Rodes, the following passages, which
PROTESTANTIEM we take from a cooversation with Napoleon, trans-
IN ¥RANCE, Iated for the Boston Pilof, seem to us very much
to the point, In soma degree we gee in them the

vain ambition of the speaker, marked by his failure, a8 in his pre-
somption to conirol the world through the Pope,—his most notable
atumbling-block—and that especially by which he fellin the enowa
of Russia. Bat, where he slludes to tha proposal made to him to
tarn France Protestant, his words seem full of wisdom—as are also
those he rpenks generaily regarding the wred manking have of a
religion. Would a merciful God, we msy ask in passing, have made
tbem enbject to thie need withont providing them with the true
means for ite eatiefaction? But the passages are as follows :—" In
proclaiming Protestantism what would I bave obtained? 1 would
bave created in France two pawerful parties about equa), whereas 1
wished to put an end to sll partiee. I wou'd bave brought back the
forious relizious quarrels, when the spirit of the age and my own
wish was to see them dissppear for ever, These two parties, in
their quarrels, would have annihilated France, and would have made
her the slave of Europe, whereas I bad tbe ambition to make her
the ruler over all, With Oatholicity I would the easier resch ali
the ende I propoeed, With us the greater number would abaorb the
less, and I proposed to treal them both with the samefequality, that
{n the end they wouid become satisfiad. Abroad Catholicism would
give me the Pope on my mide ; and with my influence, and our army
in Italy, I did not despair, sooner or later, by one means or apotter,
to pbtain the control of tbis Pope, and with this influence over him,
I would control the world, I am ail-powerfnl to-day ; but bad I
bsen disposed to change the old religion of France, she would have
rieen uvp sgaiost me, and she would have vanguished me, If I had
openty declared myself the enemy of religion, the whole country
would bave gone over to ber ; I woald bave chauged the indifferent
believers into sincere Catholics, I would have been, perhaps, less
jeered st bad I favoured Prolestantism thao in attempting to make
mysell the patriarck of & Gallican Cbereh, but I would scon have
been hated by the people, Is Protestantiem the old religion of
Fravce ! Is it pot tha Catholic Church, who, afier long civil wars,
after & thomsand battles, finally conquered her enemies, in con-
formity with the genins and habite of the nation? It would have
been & vain attempt to have wsnrped the place of & whole people, in
creating for them new tastes and new habils, togelher with recollee-
tione gther thar those that already exisied. The charm of a religion
i in il attractions and sonvenire. The Catholic religion is the reli-

gion of eur couctry, that in which we were boro ; she has a strongly
organised government, which prevents disputes, or a8 much so as in
poseible to prevest them, considering the wrangling disposition of
men, This government is outside of Paris, for which we shonld be
tbankfnl,.—No society can exist withoot morality ; there are po
good morals withont religion ; consegrently religion alone can give
the Stale n firm and lasting basie. Bociely without religion is
always agitated, parpetnally threatened by tbe clashing of violent
passious, and undergoing all the effects of intestine war, which ends
in great evils, and eooner or later infallibly ends in ite destruction,—
Last Sunday I was walking in the solitude and silence of nature, in
the park of Malmaison ; thesound of the bell in the church at Beuil
fell upon my ears, I was overcome by it, so strong is the power of
our earlier babita and education, I eaid 1o myself: what must be
the influnence of the Obareh upon simple and believing ment YLet
your philosophers apd dreamers answer this!| Mankind must bave o
religion 1"
Iy an addrees delivered by him at Lawrence oo
PREBESSIONAL, Thursdey evening, the 1lth inst, the Hon Mr
Larnach gave a general mupport to the Govern-
ment: He did not, however, accept all the acts of their administra-
tion ax perfect or incapable of improvement, With regard to the
Bank of New Zealand, for ¢xample, be regretted that they had not
asked Parliameot for larger powers. He thought, moregver, that
they should have provided a better syatem of aadit. The advances to
settlers, he said, would be a failure or a snccess according us they
were mansged, bot the measure was one for whose introdevetion the
gratitude of the Colony was due to the Ministry. Mr Larnach pro-
posed that & further step in the direction should be taken by pro-
viding for advances on mining claims, especially in the way of the
conservation of water, This, he added, might also be turned to
account for purposes of irrigation, by which froit-growing might be
encouraged, and land now barren might be made available for settle-
ment in emall sections, In spesking of the Lands for Settlement
Act tbe speaker pointed to a large estate in the valley of the Moly-
neux, whose owner had lately died, The Goverament, he thought,
could not do wrong if they acquired a portion of that land, and no
injustice would be done the heirs if they were cowpelled to sell on
fair terms. Mr Liarnach condemned the denial given to the assertion
that borrowing was going on. It was, however, he Rsid, borrowing
of & pensible kind, and he advocated an open loan for the completion
of reproductive works, The Otago Central railway, be said, could
oot otherwise be finished por could the Heriot-Boxburgh line be
touched, The epeaker made a significant reference to the education
question. Provision, he eaid, should be made for the inspection of
schools outeide those of the Government, These schools were excel-
lently conducted, and the people who pupported them contributed
also to the maintenance of the public echools, If thers were not
gufficlent inepectors for the purposes the Government shonld bava
more appointed, It seems also significact that thig claim of the
epeaker’s was received by the audience with applause,

Ir the old motto Le¢ ridicwle twe holde good, M.
Zola should bave but & short time to live. Fuz of
all kinds hae been poked at bim becsuse of Lie Inte
campaign in Rome and bis abortive siege of the Vati.
can, The Débats, for example, gives a selection of entries Irom the en
terprising sutbor's note-book, in which he is represerted as obtaizing,
in each case for a cocsideration, from Papal officials and servants,
various deta'ls concerning the perscn and habits of the Pope and
maiters relating to the Papacy and its associations. For instance :
“ A guard wko told me the curious fact that the Pope never leaves
his palace—2 iire, . . Dr X, one of the special pbysiciaps of
the Pope for telling me his Holiness’ age--1 lira and a copy of
' Pagcal.’ ™ At any rate, however it may fare with the writer bim-
salf, it seemn evident that the ehire hes besn, in advance, taken out
of hie promised wurk on Rome.

Btrindberg, an author who has made for himself some reputa-
tion in France, protests, in & late nnmber of a French periodical,
strongly against the dominant position to which the women of the
day aspire. Hea declares that their inferiority is written in their
blaod, which, he anys, is that of the immature being. Their skalls,
also, be gaye, are of & lower type aod their braine are to mateh them,
Woman, he eays, if she wants eqoality, must drag man down to her
level, for she can cnever attain to his, The fact that women claim
such an equalily—rebelling against the necessary sacrifices demanded
of them—says this writer, in itself proves their unworthivess and
unfitness for taking any part in the direction of the great social;
syatem,

The Pope bas rfizred two gold medals, respectively, for the best
esgays on the inecriplion of Abercius—a Christian epitaph of the
secord centory ; and the seenlar games of the Emperor Augustug—
for which Horace wrote his wel'-known verses, The competition is
open to the echolars cf all pations aud the essays, written in Latin,
Italiap, or French, are to be sentin before the last day of the current
year,
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