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reception given to the report that M.Fanre wasaProtestant. Not
only professedCatholic?,but many of those who declared themselves
independent of all belief— if not Freethinkers— were chilledby the
aonouocement. M.Faure'a friends bestirred themselves to giveita
contradiction. Eia baptismal register has beeo pnblisbed. Felix
Faare, born at Paris,January 30, 1841, and baptised February Ist,
in the parish church of St Vincent do Paul. Onr contemporary
recallsthe eventsattanding on the succession to the throneof France
of King Henry IV. The timeß, iteayß, are not the same. Tbero
would now be no call to arms as in tbe sixteenth century.
But tbe simple hesitation produced oo the 17th of January at
Versailles shows that there is still a groundwork of Catholic
belief in tbe French conscience, with which a reckoning
mart be made. It is, adds our contemporary,a symptom, and at
thelame timea lesson, Public feeling will have noapostatts. The
Semavne, therefore, argues that reeolnte actionon tbe part of the
Catholics of France is all that is needed to vindicatethe rights of
religionand save the country. If CatholicFrance,saysonr contem.
porary, vigorously insisted on its resolution and demandedfrom its
statesmen Christian Government, its voice wouldcertainly be heard
and obeyed. Our contemporary continnes:— Thus a brave writer
lately said that if some Catholic deputies, inimitation of Socialist
manifestation, badboldly affirmed,on tbe.r part, the social rights of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and had placed in the urn tbe name of a
brave man who wouldrepresent these rights, this affirmation would
havefound in the country an immense echo; for the country loves
justice, hone3ty, honour, and probity. Hitherto these great virtues
have not been tbe patrimony of politicians who insult the idea o
God inGovernment. From their programme there have come forth*hitherto, only moral disorders, material disasters,catastrophieaof al1
torts, because the social edifice does not restupon the corner-stone'
whichis Our Lord Jesus Christ, ia Whom alon* is safety. Ntverthe.less, there is still Christian sap enough in the soul of France to
rendtrher capableof returning to the right way. The Semaine con-
cludes with the following exhortation :— Let her then make haste
and not waituntil there areruins only round about those who would
be capable of resolution and sacrifice. Were there the will, there
wouldbe still time to cryhalt upon theBlope of ruin, anda generous
exertionwouldBtill permit of therestoration of the thousand institu-
tions which are the life of apeoplebecause they are the safeguard of
all rights andof all interests,

Inconnection with this article from the Semaine
Eeligieuse de Rodez, the following passages, which

:we take from aconversation with Napoleon, trans-
latedfor the BostonPilot, seem to us very much
to the point. In some degree we see in them the

Tain ambitionof the speaker,marked by his failure, as in his pre-
sumption tocontrol the world through the Pope,— his most notable
"tumbling-block— anl that especially by which he fell in the snows
of Russia. Bat,where he alludes to the proposal made to him to
turn France Protestant, his words seem full of wisdom

—
as are also

those he 6peaks generally regarding the n^ed mankind have of a
religion. Would a merciful God, wemay ask in passing,have made
them subject to this need without providing them with the tine
means for its satisfaction ? But tbe passages are as follows :—":

— "
In

proclaiming Protestantism what wouldIhave obiained? Iwould
have created in France twopowerful parties about equal, whereas I
wished toput anend to all parties. Iwou'd have brought back the
furious religious quarrel?, when the spiritof the age and my own
wish was to see them disappear for ever. These two parties, in
their quarrels,wouldhave annihilatedFrance, and would havemade
her the slave of Europe,whereas Ihad the ambition to make her
tbe ruler over all. With CatholicityIwould the easier reach all
the ends Iproposed. With us the greater number would absorb the
less, andIproposedto treat them both with the samejequality, that
in the end they would become satisfied. Abroad Catholicism would
givemi thePopeon my side;and with my influence, andour army
ia Italy,Idid not despair, sooner or later,by one means or another,
to obtain the control of this Pope,and witb this influence overhim,
Iwould control the world. Iam all-powerful to-day;but hadI
Dten disposed to change the old religion of France, she would have
risen up against mo, and she would have vanquishedme. IfIhad
openly declared myself the enemy of religion, the whole country
would have gone over to her ;Iwould have changed the indifferent
believers into sincere Catholics. Iwould have been,perhaps, less
jeeredat bad Ifavoured Protestantism than in attempting tomake
myself the patriarchof a Gallican Church, butIwould soon have
b«eu hated by the people. Is Protestantism the old religion of
France? Is it not the Catholic Cburcb, who, after longcivil wars,
after a thousand battles, finally conquered her enemies, in con-
formity witb tbe genius and habitsof the nation ? It wouldhave
been a vain attempt to have usurped theplaceof a whole people,in
creating for themnew tastesand new habits, together withrecollec-
tions other than those that already existed. The charm of areligion
is inits attractions and souvenirs. The Catholic religion is the reli-

gion of oar conotry, that in which we wereborn;she baa a strongly
organised government, which prevents disputes, or at much tomis
possible toprevent them, considering the wrangling disposition of
mfn. This government is outside of Paris, for which we shouldbe
thankful.

—
No society can exist without morality ; there are no

good morals without religion;cnnsrqcently religion alone cangive
the State a firm and lasting basis. Society without religion is
always agitated, perpetually threatened by the clashing of violent
passions,and undergoing all the effects of intestine war,wbich ends
ingreat evils, andsooneror later infallibly endsin its destruction.—
Last SundayIwas walking in the solitnde and silence of nature,in
thepark ofMalmaieon; the sound of the bell in the church atBenll
fell uponmy ears. Iwaa overcomeby it, so strongis the powerof
our earlier habitß and education. Isaid tomyeeH:whatmust be
the influence of tbeOhurch upon simple andbelievingmen? Let
your philosophersanddreamers answer this 1 Mankindmust have &
religion1

"

Ik an address delivered by him at Lawrence on
Thursday evening, the 11th inst, the Hon Mr
Larnach gave a general support to the Govern-

ment: tie manot, however,accept all the acts of their administra-
tion as perfect or incapable of improvement, With regard to the
Bank of New Zealand,for example,he regretted that they had not
asked Parliament for larger powers. He thought, moreover, that
they should haveprovidedabetter system of audit. The advances to
settlers, he said, would be a failure or a success according as they
were managed, butthemeasure wasone for whose introduction the
gratitudeof the Colony wasdue to tbe Ministry. Mr Larnach pro-
posed that a further step in the direction should be taken by pro-
viding for advances on mining claims, especially in the way of the
conservation of water. This, he added, might also be turned to
account for purposes of irrigation, by which frnit-growing might be
encouraged, andlandnow barrenmightbe made available for settle-
ment insmall sections. In speaking of the Lands for Settlement
Act tbe speakerpointed toa largeestatein the valley of the Moly-
neux,whose ownerhad lately died. The Government, he thought,
couldnot do wrong if tkey acquireda portion of that land, and no
injustice would be done theheirs if they werecompelled to sell on
fair terms. Mr Larnach condemned the denial given totbe assertion
thatborrowing wasgoing on. It was, however,he said, borrowing
of a sensible kind, andbe advocated an openloan for the completion
of reproductiveworks. The Otago Central railway, he said, could
not otherwise be finished nor could the Heriot-Boxburgh line be
touched. The speaker made asignificant reference to tbe education
question. Provision,he said,should be made for the inspection of
schools outside those of the Government. These schools were excel-
lently conducted,and the people who supported them contributed
also to the maintenance of the public schools, If there were not
sufficient inspectors for the purpose tbe Government should have
more appointed. It seems also significant that this claim of the
speaker'swas receivedby the audience wit1!applause.

If tbe old motto Le ridicule tue holds good, M.
Zola should have but a short time to live. Fun of
all kinds has beenpokedat him because of his late
campaign inBorne and bis abortivesiege of tbeVati-

can. Tbe Debats, for example,gives a selection of entries from the en
terprising author's note-book,in which be is representedas obtaining,
in each case for aconsideration,from Papal officials and servants,
various deta'ls concerning the person and habits of the Popeand
matters relating to the Papacy and its associations. For instance:"

A guard who told me the curious fact that the Popeneverleaves
his palace

—
2 lire. . . . Dr X, oneof tie special physicians of

tbe Pope for telling me his Holiness' age
—

1 lira and a copy of
1Pascal.'

"
Atany rate, however it may fare with the writer him-

self,itseems evident thatthe abi^e has been, in advance, taken oat
of his promised work on Rome.

Strindberg, an author who has made for himself somereputa-
tion in France, protest?, in a laic number of a French periodical,
strongly against the dominant position to which the womenof the
day aspire. He declares that their inferiority is written in their
blood,which, hesays, is that of the immature being. Their skulls,
also,be say?,areof a lower type aod their brains are tomatch them.
Woman,he says, if she wantsequality, must drag mandown toher
level, for she can never attain to his. The fact that womenclaim
euch an equality

—
rebelling against thenecessarysacrificesdemanded

of them— says this writer, in itself proves their unworthiness and
nofitness for taking any part in the direction of the great social/
system.

The Popehas offered twogold medals, respectively, for the beßt
essays on the inscription of Abercius— a Christian epitaph of tbe
second century; and the secular games of theEmperor Augustus—
for wbich Horace wrote his wel'-known verses. Thecompetitionis
open to the scholars cf allnations and the essays, writtenin Latin,
ItaliaD, or French, are tobe sent in before tbe last day of the current
year.
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