
The greatest miairy anddespera'iun prevails in Sicily, which io
the old Roman d <ys uspd tobe nyarded as the granary of Italy,

Aichbihhop Ireland of Minnesota, when addressing a large
audience in Chicng < on Waahi pfton's Birthday, on "American
Citizenship," said :

''Tin Republicof America wa^nmiprerae net; of
co fi leDce inman,a confession sui%h as had n ver been heard before
of buniAn dignity and humanatiility. Its creation was the boldest
act recorded in hinUry." This is truly a magn flcent tribute to the
beroUm and genius cf the founder of our gre .t nation

Many ships havea\iled tc their doom in recmt years, tbe moat
noUb'p (c 83-s brine the followinsr :— The City of Boston left New
York January 25, 1870, for Liverpool, dhe had 110 passengers on
board, and was never seen again. A hoard waa found a month
later on which was written tbe news that she was sinking. The
British ironclad Cap'ain capsizad apd sank off Gape F\nisterre
September 20, 1870, with 472 on board. The steamer Ella sailed
from L nloiii the autumn of 1873, w s neverhear 1 of. The
steamer Oitv of Glasgow sailed from Liverpool f r P iladelpbia
March 5,1854, with 480 oo b>ard, and was never haard of. The
steamer Pac tic left Liverp ol January 23 1856, for Nnw York,
with 186 p issergep,arsd was uev>r heard of. The steamer Presi-
dent left Nyw Yoik for Liveno)l March 11, 1841. with many
passengers, all of whom were lost. Among the-n was asnof the
Duke of Richmond. The ironclad Atlanth, rechnsteaed Triumpho,
sailed from Philade phia for Port au Piince December 1, 1889, with
120 persons, all of whom w^re lost. Lloyds estimated in 1800 that
365 Bbips were loßt in tbat year,at d in 1830 677 British vessels
alone were wrecked. In the 25 years following the disastrous year
1852 it was estimated tbat 60,000 wrecks occurred.

A.Todd, onbehalf of The NewZealand LoanandMebcantile
Agency. Co., Limited, report for week ending April 17, as
follows :—

Btoie Cattle
—

The ordinary amount of business is being put
tbrongh, but the market ehowa no animation of any consequence,
indeed the tendency ia towards lower prices.

Store Sheep
—

A very considerable number of these are now
changing hands, the greater portion being placed at auction, owing,
doubtless,to the fact tbat sellers,in mobt instances, havedespaired
of securing better prices thiß eeasoo, consequently sales are now
more eaiily effected, since buyers show a keener desire to compete,
havingmoreconfidence that the highest bid will be effected. Prices
■till remain low,and owing to the want of feed and variousother
causes there ia very little show for much improvement duiing the
rest of this season.

Wool
—

There wereno reports to hand this week in reference to
the positionof the market at Homi', and probably there will be none
until after the opening of the third aeries on the 30th inst., when
pricesobtaining at *he close of the last Ber es are expec ed to be sus-
tained. The amount of wool Available for ibis series of auctions is
340,000 bales. Only the usual oddments are being dealt with ia the
local market,nopaicelß of arycons-quecce are now offering.

Sheepskins
—

The tone of the market shows anupwaid tendency,
moreparticularly in respect toIho valueof country dry ekins, which
are wellcompeted for at tbe auction room. We had all the buyers
inattendance at our we kly auction Bale on Tuesday, whenthe uncial
amount of spirit waß displayed in thebiddirgs, and full prices were
obtained for all offered. Country dry croPsbre^B, inferior tomedium,
la4d to2s 4d;do do merino, Is3d to Is 81;medinm to good croes-
breds, 2a 6d to 3d;heavy, 3a 3d to 3s 6d;extra do,3i 9J to 4s 4d;
good to best merit o, la lOi to 2s 9J ;heavy, 2<j lOd to 3* 9d;dry
peltp, 1b to Is 31;green crosfrbrc.i pelts, Is 6.1 to Is101; picked
lots for ppiCial purposes, 2j to 2a 3d;green lamb*kit b, Is61 to 2s 3d
each.

Babbitsklm— A very steady raa'ket exists for thesr, al< off red
being freely taken up. Prices are also nbowing some advance, more
especially on late saved ekics. The moist w<<a(b»r lately ptv vailing
delaya diying operations, consigatnents in co s que. cc are less
extensive than they would be under more favourabl« circums ancee
Owing to the holidays this week'dsales wereheld on Tuesday instead
of Monday, as is theusual custom. All the buyers, however,were
in attendance, and prices fully up to and in s >me cases over those
obtaining at our previoussale were secui cd. Good dry au umn skins,
6sd to7si ;6umtner do, 3J1 to5:1 ;suckers,half grown, aud inferior
sorts, la to 3d per lb

Hides
—

Marketunchanged, allcomirg to baud beioß taken up
atprices on apar with late rates, which aru for ioferior and ligb', Id
1ol£i ;light to medium, I^3 to l^d;heavy, 50 to 601bs, 2J to2£j ;
ovei 60lt>s,in faultless condition, 2^l to 3dptr lb.

Tallow and Fat
—

Ibe market ihsomewhat quiet. At the same
time all the consignments coining forward are readily placed. We
quote beat renderedmutton, put up fit for export,17a 61 to 18< 61;
medium to good, 143 6d to16s 6J;mferior to medium, 10< to 13j;
bißßt caul fat, 11s 61 to 12^;medium to good,10* 6i to 11a ;inferiorto^tnedium, 9 to 10a per cwt (ex store)

Wheat
—

Owing to the holidays no business of much consequence
has been tiansacted. A very fair demand exists for local reqjtre-
ments, and all good milling wbeit offering meets with a ready sale.
Fowls' wheat is also io good request, fetching at times nearly as
much as the best milliog. We qujte prime milling velvet and
Tubcan, 2s 9J to 2d 9}d ;extra prime, a shade more;good to best,
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From the bells clashed out the sunset Aye; the camp of the
Crusaders resounded with their evening about as each bent bis
knee— 1

'For God and bis Holy Sepulchre1 God willa itI" And
Baron Fritz von Thornatein knelt too, and frombis penitent heart
went forth theecho of thatcry:" God tvillt it.'"

Commercial.

2aB£d to2s 9d; good tobeat red wheat,2* 8d to 2% BJI;medium
milling andgood whole fowls' wheat, 2* 7d to 2s 81; broken and
inferior tomedium, 2a 3d to 2* 64 (ex store,packs weignrdin, terms).

Oats— Thia being abr> ken weik business in oona- quence had to
some extentbeeninterferedwith. A Tery considerable quantity ianow
coming to hand, but notwithstanding the fact that a largenumberof
growersarestoringfor a time there is still a sufficiency offering to
meet the demands of buyers andat prices showing no improvement
on late quotations, which are, say for prime milling, Is 3d to la
3£d ; beat bright, short, stout feed, la 21 to la 2^d; inferior to
medium and good,Is Id to la 2d;long Tartars, fit for seed, la 3}d
to la5d(ex store, sacks extra,net).

Barley—
The market for thia is etill inanimate— maltateraonly

purchasing when the quality ia extra prime. Being satisfied that
the quantity available this season ia more than sufficient for their
nquirementa, they are in do hairy toput in etocki,meanwhile, at
all events. There ia a bi^ quantity of very indifferent barley in
Rtore, which will be difficult to place. We quote— Prime malting,2a
91to 3* ;medium toRued, 2s 31 to2s 6d; feedandmilling, la 61 to
2s (ex atore, sacks extra,net).

Grass Seeds— There is do change of an importance to notesince
we last reported. There are bnyrs of ryegrasa,but areunwilling to
give prices earlier obtaining. Qnatations for ben -dressed perennial
seed, 3a 9i to 4s, medium to good, 3s 3d to 3n 6d (ex store,eacki
extra, net).

—
Cocksfoot buyers are under the impreuion thatprices

trust farther diop, busr ess in consequence ia restricted. Quotations
for beat dressed, id to4^l;medium, 3ito4d per lb (ex store, net).

Potatoes— Consignments lately having been on a larger scale
buyers are not purchasing so freely,and to eff ct sales lower prices
have to be submitted to. B stdeiwents only fetchmp,37s 61 to40s ;
medium, 32* 6Ito 35s p< r ton (px store,sacks weighed in, net).

Chaff— The m<rke', meautimp, is glutted, best being hard to
plnce at '37n 6J to 40a; medium,32s fid to 35s ; inferior to medium,
25a to 308 per ton (ex truck, sacks returned).

D.iiry Pioduce— Primesalt butter baasomeenquiry from retailers,
best dairy made fetohing 6^l to 7d;medium, bar! toqnit;North
inland factory made, 7^l iv BJI; local factory nur»e, 101 to lid.
Factory-made cheese, siow sale, medium i-izs, 4£ 1 to i%1 ;lovf shape,
4$ Itosd;dairy made, 2\ ito3 \A per lb.

Flax
—

There is no change to vote in the denvind, which ia still
limited to requirements f>r local consumption, Quotations nominal,
for medium to good, Ll3 10a toLI4 10i;inferior to medium. LlO to
Ll2 per ton (ex atore)
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tt/Strt*l A *»* 1rtt nna/mttt»tttt -n-n-ntt mj. ICentral Carriage Works. Manufacturers of Fine Cnrriafrop, 2and ■» horse
YUICE &. PEAT CJ?AcPHBrILDERSj^«k '

i>rag^ Hansom(Jabs, TandemCarts, Polo and Pagnnl Carts,Kfumjr and RoadijjZn +,w . v1 By SPecial Appoint- fMS Sulkies a specialty. Business Carts and Wagons. Written G-uarantee withuateBryant &Voioei f ment. ***as*J allnew work. Write forPrioM toUchaeldStreet. Cfacioiobiircb.

]^EW ZEALAND LOAN AND MERCANTILE AGENCY COMPANY, LIMITED
D UNEDIN.

GRAIN. GRAIN.
Tie ComppDy have pleasurein intimating that they are now prepared to receive Consignments of

OATS, WHEAT, BARLEY, &c,
At their DUNKDIN STORES, whichate connected with Main RailwayLines by PRIVATE SIDING.

LIBERAL ADVANCES made on GRAIN when received into Store.
Large Stocks of Cornsacks and Twineson hand.

FAT STOCK SALES CONDUCTED EVERY WEDNESDAY AT BURNBIDE tfARDS.
ANDREW TODD, Manager.


