
SLXT Sunday— the first Sunday after Easter— wasfixed upon by the conference of the New Zealandhierarchy as a suitable day on which to makea beginning in the matter of preparing and
signing petitions from the Catholic body to the
House of the Legislature. It is of greatest im-portance that every Catholic,male and female, of
an age to sign this petition,should immediatelydo 00. When signed, the petitions will be forwarded by theclergyman of the district to the ordinary of the diocese. TheArchbishop of Wellington, to whom they will ultimately beBent, will arrange for their presentation in Parliament.rrJhe text of the petition has been already published in ourcolumns and in most of the secular journals. It is familiar

to our readers. It prays Parliament to so legislate thatEducation Boards will be bound,by theclear terms of the Act,
to immediatelygrant the request on applicationbeing madefor public inspection of private schools. Though many hold
that the Boards are now legally bound to grant the desiredinspection when asked by the authorities of private schools,there are those who hold that the matter is optional withEducation Boards. The easiest way to settle the question is
to ask Parliament tomake the Act so clear that theie shallbeno mistake about its meaning. Ihe Timaru Herald,inarecent editorial, thusrefers to the subject:"The construction pot by theConference03 theprovisionsof theEducation Act, rslating to the inepection of schools other than thoseestablished and maintained by the State, appears to us to be areasonable one. The words of the Act are:-'Where the teacher ormanagers of any private school desire to have their school inspectedby an inspector [appointedunder the Ac] such teacher or managermay apply to the Board to authorise such inspection,and the samewhenautborhed, shall be conducted in like manneras the inspection
of public schools.1 It is clearly optional whether such application
shall be made or not,bat itis not equally clear that it is optional orintended tobe optional, witha Boardof Education to authorise theinspection orrefuse it. The words used are 'not 'if authorised

'
but' when authorised,' and it may be contended that the legislaturemeant Ibe authorisation to follow as a matter of course,and to implymerely the issuing of thenecessary instructions to ihe inspector whois the servant of tne B ard and could not extend the ordinary sphereof his duties without receiviDg instructions from his employers to doso. This question of whetherprivate schools shall or shall not beinspected by the officers of the Boards of Educationis notcne whichcan properly bo left to ba answered by local authority. If themanagers of private schools caa obtain such inspection in one partof the Colony,itought to be obtainable everywhere,anditshould notbe in the power of the Education B.ard to stand in the way.However, as the Act is not very clear on the point, and the<Ji.tbolicB have been unable tosecure the inspection of their schools111l11^1!dlBtri? tB» the7haveadopted the proper course in addr.BdinK thelegislature.' "

Hekk is a cablegram under date London,April 16, which wemay take with some reservation. Canadian Catholics have given
ample proof that they require nosuch extrememeasures. The laitythere, as elsewhere, arequite as ardent in the support of Oatholiceducation as are the clergy :-"Archbishop Langevin, of Canada,"says the questionablemessage, "has declared4he excommunicationof Catholics who do not support the hierarchy with regard to theManitoba schools."

We are just now being treated in Danedin to a newspapercorrespondencein which the Phariseeonce moregives thanks to Godthat be is not as other menare. Other men also,however, and withmuch bettercause,may give thanks toGod for tbaS same. It is anill-wind, they say, that blows nobody good. There really is someadvantageinlearning that there are worse conditions than that ofthemiserablesinner.
MbGully,of whomno one seems to know much and whoseelection wasopposedby theConservatives on that pretext, has been

[ elected Speaker of the House of Commons.
The oils for use in the diocese of Dunedin were cpnsecrated atChrlitcburch on Holy Thursday by his Lordship the Bisbop.-the

Bey Father O'Donnell, of Palmerston South, being in charge ofthem,

The Right Bey Dr O'Bdly, Archbishop-electof Adelaide, hasdec ined. with thekindeat expressions of gratitude andappreciation,to receive an address and presentation from the people of PortAugusta, on his departurefrom them. A reception of a similarkindintended for the Archbishop at Adelaidehas been abandoned for the
Bame cause.

Oabdinal Moran (says a Sydney cablegram),referring to theBaser encampment,eaid he would like to see all young Australianstrained to arms. He fully recognised that there were no greaterscourges than the standing armies of Europe;butit wouldbe wellif all our citizens were always ready to defend Australia and torepel any enemy. It was possible toobtain this measure of safetywithout risking the incubus of a standing army.

The Puerua correspondentof the Balclutha Free Frets expressesregret at the dtfe.tof Mr Bamsayby sueb men as M'Kerrow andCluike." No doubt," he goes on to say, "his defeat was largely dueto the " low-down"
lactic* of his colleagues, and it was an open secretthat 'oorTam' would have liked to jump on his chest if he haddared at the board meetings, and wheu he found thathe had caughta Tartar he took heaps of stock in the kick-him-ootbusiness, and he

can now chuckle at his success. But 'whenGreek meets Greek thencomes the tug of war.' There is a time in the near future whenThomas will require«uore thansophistry to tiJe him over,andhe mustnot complainif 1U low-down tricks be used to Telegatehim to theblissful obscurity from whence he started. The hand-writing on thewall, ■Weighed in the balanceand found wanting,*has been seen for
"ome time. He has drawnupwards of £2000 of publicmoney, «ndwhathas he done in return for it? Absolutely nothing butadvertisehimfelf until people aresick of egotisms.

Tke usual fortnightly meeting of the League of the Gross washeld at Wesfport on Wednesday the 3rd mat. There waia large
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DE ATH.

ruw. ?ULAHA.N.— Of your prjat charity pray for the soul ofS*the"°® H°nlahan, th« dearly beloved wfa tf Micha-l Hmlahan,or lieitn Valley,Dunedm, who departed this life April the 9th, 1895,m her fort;.fourth year. Wellington and West Owst papers oleasecopy.
—

R.I.P. l v
Cubtin.— The prayers of the faithful are solicited for Mary,Ihe wife of Daniel Curtio, who died suddenly of heart disease, onMonday evening, April Bth, 1895, at her late residence Harmonstreet. Aldington;aged 49 years. Deeply regretted.— .RIP.MoKEtfNA-On April 4th,1895, at ihe presbytery, Maoterton,Michael, uncle of the Bey Fathers Join and Thomas McKennaaged 65 years.— RIp. '
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Jho petition, now ready for signature, does notmerely
contain a request for public inspectionof privateschools. Itasks Parliament to take the whole question of Catholiceducation into consideration.
*v ♥

"We
u

e(% to renew»" Bfty theBishops,"our oft-repeated requestthat our schools receive from the taxes which wepay,substantialaidon account of the undoubted excellent secular instruction imparted
in our schools Our aim ia asking for this aid is neither to destroytbepresent public system of educationnortoimpairitaefficiency,butiaaimply a reqneet onoar part for justice to our ownschools, and for afair participation in the expenditureof the moneys contributed byourselves. "*

The annual inspectionof Catholic schools by Board In-spectors will certainly place our children on a footing ofequality,as Ur as school certificates are concerned,with otherchildren in the Colony. Public inspection will not,however,mean public recognitionof the justiceor'our claims. We donot think it will very appreciably help on the great cause forwhich we labour and which eooner or later is bound totriumph. Our school* are already wcognised nurseries oflearning and good citizenship. Our fellow-citizens must bemade to see and feel that our claim for monetary aid is justand in the interests of society itself. With our brethren inother lands we must with zeal and earnestnesscontinue tofight the good fight. Carelessness in so sacred a cause isnext to criminal.

PROGRESS AND JUSTICE INTHE NINETEENTH
CENTURY.

Thb Cathoncs of New Zetland provide, at their own soleexpense, anexcellent education for their ownchildren. Yetsuch is the sense of justice and policy in the New ZealandLegislature thafc it compels these Catholics, after havingmanfully provided for their ownchildren,tocontribute largelytowards the free and godless education of other people'schildren !! J This is tyranny,oppression,and plunder.

THE PETITION.
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