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DEATHS

HOULABAN,—O! your grost charity pray for 1he soul of
Catherice Honlahan, the dearly beloved w fa of Michae] H wlabsan,
of Leith Valley, Dunedin, wio departed this Jifa Aprit the $rh, 18935,
in her forty-fourth year. Wellington and Weat Qoast papers please
copy.—R.IP,

CUBRTIN.—The prayers cf the faithfol are solicited for Mary,
tbe wife of Danicl Curtin, who died snddonly of heart diesase, on
Monday evening, Apri! 3th, 1895, at her late residence Harmon
etreet, Addingtor ; aged 49 years, Deeply regretted,—R I P,

MCKENSA —On April 4th, 1895, at the presbytery, Masterton,
Michsel, uncle of tha Rev Fathers John snd Thomss McKenna ;
aged 66 vears.—R T P,
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PROGRESB AND JUSTICE IN THE NINE1EENTH
CENTURY.
——— e

Tee Cathoucs of New Zealand provide, at their own sole
expense, an excellent education for their own children. Yet
such is the gense of justice and policy in the New Zealand
Legislature that it compels these Catholics, after having
manfully provided for their own children, to contribute largely
towards the free and godless education of other people’s
children ! 11 This is tyranny, oppression, and pluader,

THE PETITION,.
———

L XT Sunday—the firat Sunday after Esster—was
fixed upon by the conference of the New Zealand
hierarchy as a suitable day on which to make
8 beginning in the matter of preparing and
siguing petitions from the Catholic body to the
House of the Legislature. It is of gresiest im-
portance that every Catholie, male and female, of
an age to sign this petition, should immediately

do s, When signed, the petitions wiil be forwarded by the

clergyman of the district to the ordinary of the diocese. = The

Archbishop of Wellington, to whom they will ultimately be

sent, will arrange for their presentation in Parliament,

Uhe text of the petition has been already published in our

columans and in most of the secular journals. It is familiar

to our readers. It prays Darliament to so legislate that,

Education Boards will be bound, by the clear terms of the Act,

to immediately grant the request on application being made

for public inspection of private schools, Though many held
that the Boards are now legally hound to grant the desired
ingpection when ssked by the anthorities of private schoola,
there are those who hold that the matter is optional with

Education Boards. The easiest way to settle the question is

to ask Parliament to make the Act 80 clear that theie shall

be no mistake about its meaming. The Timaru Herald, in a

recent editorial, thus refers to the subject :mm

* The conetruction pet by the Jooference aa the provisions of the
Education Act, ralating to the inepectior of schools other theo thoee
established and maintained by the State, Appears to ns to be g
reasonable vne. The words of the Act are : —* Where the teacher or
managers of any private echool desite to have their school inspected
by an inepector [appointed under the Ac']) such teecher or manager
may apply to the Bosrd to suthorise such inspection, and the same,
when anthoried, shall be conducted in like manner ag the inspection
of public schooles’ 1t is clearly optional whether such appheation
sbail be made or not, but it is ot cqually clear that it is optional, or
intended to be optioual, with 8 Board of Education to aulhorise the
inepection or refuse it. The worde nsed are ‘not *if authorised,” but
* when aathorised,’ sand it may be contended that the legisiature
meant {be suthoneation 1o follow 28 a matter of course, and to imply
merely the issning of the necessary iostrretions to 1he inepector, who
ia tbe eervant of tne B ard and could not extend the ordinary sphere
of hia duties without receiviog instructions from his employers o do
80. This question of whether private schools sball or shall pot be
jnspected by the officera of the Busrds of Education is not cne which
can properly ba left to ba answered by local authority, Ir the
managers of private schools can obtain such inspection in ope part
of the Colovy, it cught to be obtainable every where, and it should not
be in the power of the Hducation B.ard to swnd in the way.,
However, as the Act is not vacy clear on the point, and the
Qutholice have been unable to secure the inspection of their schouls

in all districts, they have adopted the proper conrse in addr.gsiog the
lepdslatore,”

ettt m————— s 2 o ]

The petition, now ready for signature, does not merely
contain a request for public 1nspection of private schools, It
asks Parliament to take the whole question of Catholio
education into consideration,

*'We beg to rencw,” gay the Dishops. * onr oft-repeated request
that our schools receive from the taxes which we pay, substantial aid
on accouot of the undoubted excellent seenlar instruction impartad
in our gchools Qur aim in asking for this aid is neither to dentroy
thepresent public system of aducation nor to impair iteefficiency, butia
simply a reqaeet on our part for justice to our own schools, and for a
fair participation in the expenditure of the moneya contributed by

oorgelves,”

The annual inspection of Catholic sehools by Board In-
spectors will certainly place our children on a footing of
equality, as far as school certificates are concerned, with other
children in the Colony, Public inspection will not, however,
mean public recognition of the justice of our claims, We do
not think it will very sppreciably help on the great eause for
which we labour and which soomer or Iater iz bound to
triumph. Cur schools are already recognised nurseries of
learning and good citizenship, Our fellow-citizens must be
made to ses and feel that our claim for monetary aid is just
snd in the interests of society iteelf, With our brethren in
other lands we must with zea! and earnestness continue to

fight the good fight, Carelessness in so sacred a cause is
next to eriminal.

e ————

HEKE in a eablegram under date London, Aptil 16, which we
way take with some rescrvation, Canadian Catholies have given
ample proof that they require no such extreme measares, Tha Inity
there, as elsewhere. are quite as ardent in the #sepport of Tatholic
education as are the clergy :—* Archbishop Langevie, of Canada,”
says the questionable memsage, “ has deolszed the excommunication

ot Catholicawho do not support the bierarchy with regard to the
Manitoba schools,"” -

WE are just now being treated in Dnnedin to a newspaper
correspondence in which the Pharisee once mors gives thanks to Gad
that he ia not ae orher men are. Other men also, however, and with
much better cause, may give thanks to God for thas same. it ie an
ill-wind, they say, that blows nobody good. There really i some

rdvantage in learniog that there are worse conditions than that of
the miserable sinner.

MR GULLY, of whom no one seems to koow much and whose
election was opposed by the Conservatives on that pretext, hag been
elected Bpeaker of the Honss of Commons,

THE oils for use in the diocess of Dugedin ware cousecrated at
Chrlatchareh on Huly Thureday by his Lordship the Bighop,—the

BRev Father (Donnell, of Palmerston South, being in charge of
them,

Tue Right Rev Dr O'R.ily, Archbisbop-elect of Ade’aide, has
dee ined. with 1he kindest expressions of gratitude and appreciation,
to receive an address and presentation from tha people of Port
Avugusta, oz his departure from them, A teception of a similar kind

intended for the Archbishop st Adelaide has been abandoned for the
BAING CaUse,

CARDINAL MORAN (says s Bydoey cablegram), referring to the
Eas'er encampment, said he would like to s¢e all young Australians
traived to arms. e fully recognised that there were 0o greater
scourges ttan the standing armies of Europe ; but it would be well
if all our citizens were always ready to defend Australia and to
repel any enemy, 1t was possible to obbsin thig measnrg of aafety
without rieking the mneubus of a standing army.

THE Pacrua correspondent of the Balelutha Free: Press expresges
regrot at the difest of Mr Ramsay by such men as M'Kerrow scd
Claike. No doubt,” bo goes on $o say, '‘his defest was largely due
to the ! low-dowa ' tactics of his colleagues, and it was au open secret
that ‘oor Tam’ wonld have liked to jump on his chest if he had
dared at the hoard meetings, and wheo he found that he had canght
a Tartar he took heaps of stock in the kick-him-out business, and ha
can now chuckle at his suceess, Bat ‘ when Greck mests Greek then
comes Lbe tug of war.' There ia a time in the near fotare when
Thomas will re quire more than sophistry to tide him over, and he mnst
not complain if {3 Jow-down fricks be used to relegate him to the
bliseful obscurity from whence he atarted. The hand-writing on the
wall, ' Weighed in the balance and found wanting,’ has besu seen for
some time, 11s bas drawn upwards of £2000 of public money, und
what hag he done in retarn for it ? Absolutely nothing but adveriise
himeeif until prople are sick of egotiams,

TE waual fortaightly meeting of the League of the Jross wag
held at Westport on Wednesday the 3rd inat, There wan a large



