
a horse in a circus dances the polka,no coaxing has been necessary
beforehand. For our own part we agree with the learned counsel,
The buyer is as bad as the seller, and should 6hare the penalty

—
except cf c-iurse the engaging policeman whom no publican should
suspect, much less resist. The demand for sly giog should be made
penal as well as its supply, and, until theprohibitionists havebrought
that aboutthey will havelittle chance of succesß in their meritorious
undertaking.

The proposed abandonment of Cyprus by th« Imperial Govern-
ment

—
a report that seems confirmed by Sir William Harcourt speak-

ing in the House of Commons
—

at thepresent time is rather sugges-
tive. A month or two ago, for example, the Saturday Review sug-
gested the abandonment in questionas acompensation to the Turks
for handing them over to Russia tobe dealt with according to her
good will with reppect toConstantinople. The suggestion was made
with regard to the Armenian masßacre

—
which seemed tomake it

impossiblefor England any longer to protect Turkish interests. But
if Cyprnß be given vp

— expensiveand useless though its retention is
declared to be

—
there will be an additional reason for the continued

or permanent occupation of Egypt
—

more especially with Russia
within palpablereach of Constantinople. The presence of Frame at
Madagascar, wemay add, has alreadymade, the occupation in qnes-
tion, where these colonies are concerned, morr than desirable— and
almost absolutely necessary.

Htra is a cablegram which may contain a truth, but certainly
contains a falsehood. It is published under dateLondon, March 7." Under the pressure of the Emperor,his Holiness tho Popehas con-
sented to denounce the anti-Semetic movement." It may be true
that the Popehas consented todenounce theanti-Semitic movement,
This is bat a tradition of the Papacy, and we can easily believe it.
But it ia certainly false that his Holiness has given his consent under
pressure of theEmperor.

And here, by the way, is another of those utterances on thepart
of theEmperor William which, if we were not used to tnem, might
seem somewhat startling. "

The Emperor of Germany, addressing
the recruits in the army,said :

'
You arebound togive up your whole

life to me. Our navy is Btnall, but stronger than others in discipline,
Thus, with ahope in God, shall we destroy the enemy." Somehow
or another a man who talks in this wayseemshardlyqualified,morally
at least, to exercise a very forcible pressure on sensible people. The
Pope, wemay well believe,takeshim at his true value. Meantime the
"enemy "

to bo destroyed are placed upon their guard
—

and the
world in geueralmust feel the volcano beneath its feet,— unless of
course itbe generally agreed that the Emperor talks like a fool.

The ordinary meetingof the Westport Irish National Federation
(saya the Tunes of March 4) washeld in Si Cauice's schoolroom on
lbursday evening. There was a good atf^n lance of members and
friends. Mr T. James presided. A letter was received from Mr
Rooney, Secretary to the Irish Parliamentary Fund, acknowledging
receipt of tho contribution of (he West port branch, amounting to £8
The total amount forwarded by the various branches in the colony
was £115, a welcome addition to the fuuds of theIrish Parliamen-
tary Party. After tho ordinary business was concluded the meeting
went into harmony. An excellent programme of vocal and instru-
mental music, reading?, recitations, etc., was gone through by those
present, and an enjoyable evening spent.

The Rev T. Rogers,of Branxton, and the R°v J. Collins, who
havebern on a visit to New Zealand (says the Freeman's Journal of
March 2), returned to Sydney on Monday. Both pries's are greatly
bencfVed in health by their trip, and both express themselves hs
deligh ed wuh the evidences of the advance of Catholicity ia the
Colony, especially in regard to Catholic education. Their trip ex.
tended from Auckland to Dunedin. Father Rogers informs us that
inevery respect the Catholic ecboolrf appeared tobe up to our beet
etandaid. S me of the schools stiurk him as being if anything in
advance of our own. While in Duuudin Father Rogers and Father
Collins were present at the inspection, by three of the State Bchool
inspectors, of the Dominican Convent school. The inspectors, after
testing the methods of instruction and the qualifications of the
teaching staff, expressed their highest admiration of the whole sys-
tem. Father Rogers states that this particularconventbuilding is
onerf the very finest in the colonies with a magnificent site,adding"Imay say the same of the other principal ecclesiastical buildings
and churches throughout New Zeiland. He greatly admired the
Bishop's house at Auckland (Bishop Luck's), which, he says, for
beauty of architecture and position excels anything of the kindin
the Australian colonies. Finally, he gives all the praise of the
victory in regard to the State inspection of Catholic schools, to
Bishop Moran of Dunedin, who has been foremost in the fight for
recognition of Catholic efforts in the cause of education for the past
20 or 25 years.

The Duke of Argyll, who wasstricken withsyncope while speak-
ing in Glasgow on the evening of January 16, has regained hia
strength, but ltin announced that he has cancelled all ofhis lecturing
and other engagements and will retire from public life.

which he afterwards makes good by some pages cf powerful argu-
ment, in favour of Catholicism. Id his concluding passage he
expresses hia view of the pressing nature of tho situ.it! n, and
the necessity that the choice BhonM be immediate :— Whirrs th" hc.une
is burning, he cays, the ODly question for thoae who live iv ilia to
pat out the fire. Or,if a comparisonmore nobleand,perhaps, at the
aametime, more true, is desired, itis neither the time nor theplace
to oppose the caprice of the individual to the rights of t'0 com-
munity when we are on the field of battle,

OtJR contemporary the Dunedin Evening Star of
Friday last giveß us a sort of round-about paper on
the Moa Creek case. Oar contemporary begins
with the Otago Education Board and ends with

no-Popery, which necessarily implies his reasoning in a circle. Our
contemporary'sargument,however, does not particularly concern us
His object is abad one,and he pleads consistently in its support—
with the hypocritical cant that strict secular impartiality mast be
enforcedtoprevent a certaindenomintiton

"
ever active and viligant

''
from getting

"
a lei? inside." That, however, need not astonish us,

knowing as we do the life-long effort of the Star not to leave the
denomination in question, inside or out,a leg tostand on. Meantime,
it would seempreferable that our contemporary should do his dir'y
work at homa as openly *qhe does ib abr jad, Hi? mask of a devotion
to impartialsecularism, while his true object is to harass and impede
Catholics if he cannot destroy thrir Church, is ascontemptibleasitis
false. Let our contemporary's leader-writers, therefore, take a lesson
fromhis American correspondent, They will not,of course,be any
the more respectable or any the less mean. But, after all,
there is a kind of negative virtue in the impudence that— subjec-
tively in the instance referred to— tells the truth and shames the
dcv 1. We do not find even thatmuch in the leader to which we
refer. It tells the truth,indeed, but that in a way that may leave the
devilin a very complacent state

—
aa much pleased es possible,both

with the writer and himself.
The leader in the Star to which we havereferred was published

apropos of the defeat of Mr Ramsay and the discussion which had
consequently taken place ii the Education Board. The discussion
waschiefly distinguished, as the Star also mentions, by a dispu'e
which took place bitwti.n the defeated caodida'e and Messrs
Mackenzie,Clark, and McKerrow. This eminent trio are men af'er
the Star's own heart, and th> lr desi"e was to make out that Mie«
While, havu.g been appointed on donominational grounds—

as to a
Roman Catholic district --was fairly riveted, on denominational
grounds, by thepeople of iije disirict, v* v >o wereLotRoman Catholics.
They also hadno hesitatiou id attempting; to sacrifice Miss White's
reputationas a teacher to support then argument, Men like these,
we may add, are very fit lo reprpscnt a c immunity whose members
find itanoffence inaman to be honest in inexpre sion of his convic-
tions, andconsistent inacting up to the .', and, therefore, reject him,
Mr Ramsay, nevertheless, polled ve-y resp^rabiy,and was rejected
only by a majority of nine, He receive1 luB votes, the highest
recorded being 157.

In the following par^gr^ph a seal is placed upon the miserab'e
bigotry of this Moa <\ ok business .—.

—
'A' a inciting of the Loy-il

Orange Lodge (No 12; last oveai.ig (says the Otnr/o Dnhj Timri of
the 7thmat), the following resolution was pas=Pii :

— '
That the lor^e,

being convinced of the penous evils which would result to the coun-
try from efforts to establish a system of education on sectarian lines,
feels thatby the rejection of Mr J J Ramsay by the ?chool com-
mittees of this provincial district they haveadrniaiati ie1 a jngf cen-
sureuponhis attempt to createsecnnai discord in thp Olago Educa-
tion Board over the Moa Creek tiffair.' " That an Orange Lod^e
should play into the hands of atheists, Freemasons, and devil wor-
shippers,by sacrificing to its bigofry even such a iemnant of Chiin-
tianity as remains with it, seems consistent. The foim of Cnus-
tianity, it professes, polluted as it is{by hatred an.l venom, is hardiy
worth preserving— and the lodges of Lucifer would have little to
gain in openly welcoming its adherents among them. Wt- f therefore)

recognue this resolution se quite in its place. Wr ere the Orangemen,
or those who sympathise with them, or with wiora they sympathise,
are concerned, there is no moral to be drawn A moral, nevertheless(
remains for Catholics. It is thatno sicnrice required of them for
theistabliabment or support of Catholic schools should be considered
by them as too much. It should be quite enough for them to see the
patrons by whom the godless schools are championed. This stamps
their character in big letters above the portals of their donrs.

Prohibition in the Clutha dts'nct also, it would saem, hardly
anives at the perfection expected of it. There are sevcra. cases
reported of prosecuti n for sly grag s.lliog. The Inspector, how-
ever,did not reaeon fr ni the lesson denved g<n erally from exp* ri-

ence. Because, as he said m (fleet, the police had acted straight-
forwardly and got drink by simply asking for it, he denied the
counsel's plea that the publicans had been worried and temptei.
Why, he might as well say that, because a dog gives you his paw
withoutpressure, therehas beenno trouble iv teachmghim, or because
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