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the work of Columba in the sixth century, The famous "Book of
Durrow

"
contains the Four Gospels in his own hand. The great

work of tbo ■ Dove of the Oell
"

was the
"

Book of Kells
"

or"Great
Gospel of ColuLcilie," Professor West wood calls ibis precious
volume, to be seen by the visitor U> Dublin,"unques'iona ly them -it
elaborately pxicuted MS, of B) early a date now in existence, far
excelling la the gigantic siza of ;he letters ut the b pinuing of each
Gospel, tbe excessive minnteneM if tbe ornumon al details crowded
into whole pag"B,the number of its very peculiar decorations, the
fineaess of its writing, and the eudlessvariety ot its initial capitals,
tbe famous Gofpels of Lindisfarne in the Co*'onian Library." The
mocks of Lindiefarne were Irish monks. Of cours" Gaelic transla-
tions woremade, and theirdiscovery willnodoubt reward theGerman
and French s-ivants who now m»ke such a laudable study of Gaelic
literature. Omi ting the Pio'eßtunt Celtic version by Archbishop
Daniel of Tuam (N.T.) and Bishop Bedell of Kilmore (0.T.), a
Catholic MS. was found some yearsago embeddei in a wall in tbe old
Cathedral of Armagh. It is a New Teatament. Experts judge from
entries and other evidencethat it was the work of RichardFitzßalpb,
Primate of Armagh, and that it was executed about the year 1347*
From the days of themissionaries sent by Erin through Europe, to
our own time whes the children of Patrick nobly fulfil, over the
globe, their great religious mission, the Irish race haverealised tbe
idea of Saint Augustine tbat

"
the Scriptures areLetters sent to ai

from Hewen,"

CONFIRMATION SERVICE AT PAEROA.
(Ohinemuri Gazette,February 18.)

Last Sunday Bishop Luck held Confirmation service at the Catholic
church, Paeroa, There was a large number of candidates of both
pcxes, and the church was crowdedon th» occasion. On entering tba
church, Bishop Luck w»s presented with the followingaddress,which
wasread by Mr T.Lawless on behalf of the Catholicresidents of the
district :—:

—
To his Lordship, John Edmund Luck, 0.5.8, Bishopof Auckland.

May it please yourLordship,— We the undersigned members of
the Committee, on b -half the dthohcsof the Omcemuri district
desire on this, the pastoral visit amongst us, to accord to you a most
earnest and heartfelt welcome. We desire to more emphasize our
appreciation o? this visit on account of the present UDSitisfactory
state of yourLorjship's health, and of the fact that the demands on
your time must lead us to expect but occasional visits in this portion
of your dioceae. Itis a sourcj of sincere regret to us to learo of
your Lordship's recent indisposition,and we your dutiful childien(

unite iv praying that Gad tne great Ruler and Governor of all, may
soon restore to you your wonted health and energy aid that you may
long be ppartd to a)minis*erto our spiritual wants with that zeal,
devotion, aui ability which we all so fully recogaise, and which for
the past eleven yearshave added lus re to toe religion we profess^
Ia conclusion, we desire to avail ourselves of this opportunity of
expressing our gratificationat the energy and earncs ness displayed
by our belovedpastor, Father Hickett, during hie brief administra-
tion of this parish. We beg to subscribe ourselves your Lordship's
moist dutiful children. (Here follow the signatures )

After the conclusion of the addiess, tueBishop, accompanied by
Father Hackott and acolytes,proceededtothethrone erected within the
sanctu-iry, t'nd there delivered his address in reply. lie congratu-
lated the people on the era of prosperity in which the Oainemuri
district had tnteri-d owing to the development of the gold-mining
industry, which was daily yu-ldmg such splenlid returns tie hoped
hoped they would not unmindful of their spiritual iuierests, but ever
keep before their minds the great woik of silvatmn. Having thanked
them turthvir kind address mil the good wished cunve>ed to him
therein, the Bishop a&bumtd hia place on thu thitne,and Mass was
celebrated by Father Hackett. The siuging of the b«.»js and gulfl
attending the Sunday Bchool was a special fea'ure during the service;
Miss Lawless presided at the organ wi h her well know iability.

After the Mass the Bisaop, vested inthe robes of this (.ffice, pro-
ceeded with theConfirmation sti»ice. The boys weuiiugred badges,
anl the girls dressed in white, rearing wreaths and vdls, advanced
in prucesHion and knelt within the sancuary, where th^y were con-
firmed, and afterwards addressed by the Buhop ou the duties which
were imposed on them that day. They were to contend like soldiers
of Christ against

'' ttu* world, the flesh, and tbe devil," Mr Lawleaa
and Miss Lawless actevi aa sponsors for those coLfumed,

In the evenirig, at 7 o'clock, there was a very largecongregation
present, when Father Hackettpreached on the

''
Bt rnal f^te of the

soul." The Benediction was thengiven. The musical portion of the
eveningseivice, was taken by the largochoir, and an effe tory piece,
"He wipes the tear from every eye," was well rendered by Mr
Stackpole.

wise to tare back, andavoid the humiliation of the sure defeat that
would await them in a country where the very women understood
the languages of Greece and Rome. Without vouching for the accu-
racy of theBtory aboutthe

''
learueJ women of Muugiet," it iscertain

that L-itin was aim >at univ rsally understood and spoken.
Naturally the Vuly<ite which the early saints had brought from
Borne was pr;ijd and copied and rtad. The words of Jerome
may be applied to the moukj of Erin, " 81e«p often found them
with the book inthen hiud, aui the sacred pagd received their head
&9 it dropped insleep." The historian < f literature must give a dis-
tinguished plice in thrt matter of transcribing the Bible to Irish
monks at home and abroad. As venerable Bede observer, they
taught the Anglo-Saxon the art of illuminating the SacredVolume
Themanuscript treasures inEuropean librariesbear eloquent witners
to their literary labours inGermany, France, and Itily. Indeed for
thecirculation of the Scriptures,inmediaevaltimes Europe waslargely
indebted to the many "

choice scubas
"

from Erin. la theImperial
library of Vienna there is a codex containing the epistles of
St Paul,written by Marianus Scotue, the scribe andcommentator.
Inhis retreat at Ratisbonne, with the assistance given by two com-
panions whopreparedthe parchment, Marianus made copies of por-
tions of the Bible, and, indeed, of the complete Scriptures. These,
thoughexceedingly valuable,weredistributed gratuitously to theclergy
or given to the needy. To copy the Word of God was looked upon
as a vocation, anda heaven blessed work. Inevery monastery of
Iriihmonks one room,called the scriptorium, was set apart for the
"scribes." Here graphia and calami (pens and styles) cornicula
atramenti (inkhorns)andasnpply oftabulae(tablets) werealways tobe
found. Independently of the desire tospread the Gospels a number
of copies wererequiredlor the brethren, whohad toIfam th« Psaltery
by heart and, besides the daily public reading, to btudy the scriptures
in private. It was aprinciple with themonks "

not to let a single
hour pass in which they shouldnot be engaged either in prayer, or
reading, or writing, or some other useful work." To be a '■choice
scribe" was a most honourable distinction. Marianus Scotus
was a "choice scribe," one "

wooie pen was swift, handwriting
clear and beautiful, and labour incessant." Such a one also was
Baithen, first cousin of Columbi,and his successor as Abbot of lona,
whooncehurriedly copied the Gospels,andyet only madea trivial mis-

take by omission of the letter i. St Baith^n, compared by St
Cjlnmba to St John the Evangelist in his innocence of heart, is said
to have had do equal on that sine of the Alp-i in his knowledge of
SacredScripture, The MSS. whichhave been discovered cause learned
mento woader how the copiescmid havebeen so rapidly and skilfully
made. Fortunately many have escaped the ravages of time. "You
are shown," saysa writer in Chambers' Edinburgh Journal, January,
1847, " in museums in Ire'and, books of vellum in the ancient Irish
character, bound in gold and ui'ver, and urnniieutei with precious
stones, which are said to be worth at the present d*y thousands of
pounds. Io the collect! mm the R )y-il Iritjn Academy,Iwas shown
a copy of the Gospels wnichhadb.lo'ig^d to BuntPaTick

—
analmost

coal bla:k little vellum book that could cot b;a <1 »y U-ss than1400
yearsold, also a similar ant.qua cipy of the Psalms of Da.vii, which
h.id been the property of the pious Si Columbn, who went as an
apostle to Scotland about the year 5G3. The eventfulhistory of these
literary relics was, o£ coutsj duly verified." The history of the
Psaltery of Columbiis indeed

''
eventful." For rnauy hundred years

this MS., calkd the "caUach
" or battler, had remained in thepos-

session of the
"O'Donaell's." Tne old tradition has it fiat if bor.ie

on the breast of a priest free from mortal sin three times round the
O'Donnell clan, victory would be theirs At present it is in a casket
(cumdacb) in the strong roomof the R iyal Irish Academy. It was
furtively copiedby Sf Cjlumbafrom a copy of the

"
Gallic Psalter,"

which hismaster, S. Fianian of Movillh, or Maghvile, ou the Gtiang.
ford Lou^h, had brought from Horn *, I'm visitor any in^poct wha
remains uf this copy of psalm9froai thy Vulgateof Sc Jciomi. The
MS, contains from the 31st to tne lOtith psilms. Oolumbi, whom
the books of JDurrow and Kells prove to have bot-n a " choice
scribe," worked secretly at his copy. Finnian disovarel this
when the US. was just flashed, and claimed the copy.
Anappeal to the King at Tara resulted in the decisi jd that tho

"
calf

went with the cow, anl the son-book, or cjpy went with the m jther-
book,or original." The friends of Columba— ajd these wtri legion
andpowtrful— were incensed at this ur.jmt decision Tneir au^er
increased when Curnan, who had accidentally killed the son of the
king's steward in a burling mutch, waß dragged from the feet of
Columba and put to death. Individual members of tne Clanna Nia 1
had thbir own wrongs to avenga. The nortumen fl^w to aims,and at
the battle of Ouil-Dreimhne (County Hligo) routed the t'oicua ot Kiug
D.arm.ut anl killed three thousand uf his men. According to an old

"tiadition Columcille was penanced by H. Mo a He of loissmurray for
whatever part he took in the war. To leave Erin, and never look
upoa his loved island again, was the commacd of his confessor.
Columba obeyed, Erin's loss waß Alba'a g*in. lona wa3 founded
and now Sco'land joins Ireland in revering; tbe roprnorv of the apostle

Mrs Justin Huntley McCarthy (nee SLwi " 'iai-y Lcftaa), who hai
been a member of Mr Agustin D<ily'a company iii America, htß bal
a difference witta the manager, and is 1 -aving the dramatic attgeto
return to the

''
vanc-ty

'
etagt.of tteNorth. Inthe library of Trinty College, Dubli", are two MSS

9
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