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wise to turr back, and avoid the humiliation of the sure defeat that
would await them in a country where the very women unndarstood
the laognages of Greeze and Rome. Without vonching for the acen-
racy of the story about the ¢ lewrned women of Muugiet,” it {s certain
that Latin was slmst  umv really uoderstood nnd  spoken,
Naturully the Valgate which the early eaints had bronght frem
Rome was prix:d and copied and nad. The words of Jerome
may be applied to the mouk: of KErin, * Slesp often found them
with the book 12 thetr hund, an 1 the sacred page reezived their head
av it dropped in sleep,” ‘The historian «f literature must give a dis-
tingnished plice in the marter of transeribing the Bible to Irish
monks at home and shroad. As venerable Bede observes, they
tanght the Anglo-Saxon the art of illominating the Bacred Volumae
The manuecript treasares in Kuropean libraries bear elogrent witners
to their literary labours in Germany, Franee, and Itily, Indeed for
the cireuiation of the Seripturey, in merimval times Enrope waa largely
indebted to the many ' choice seribsa ' from Erin. In the Imperial
library of Vienns there is a codex containing the epiaties of
8t Paul, written by Marianus Scotus, the seribe and commentator.
In his retreat at Batisbonne, with the assistance given by two com-
panions who prepared the parchmert, Marianus made copies of por-
tions of the Bible, and, indeed, of the complete Scriptures, These,
though exceediogly valnable, were distributed gratuitously to theclergy
or given to the needy, To copy the Word of God was locked upon
a8 & vocation, and a heaven blessed work, In every mooastery of
Irish monky one room, e¢alled the scriptorium, wae set apart for the
“gcribes.” Heare graphis and calami (peuns end atyles) corniculs
atramenti (ink horns) and a sopply of tabulae (tableta) were alwayato be
found, Independently of ths desire to spread the Gospels a number
of copies were required for the brethren, who had to learn the Psaltery
by heart and, besides the daily public reading, to study the scriptures
io privata, It was a principle with the monks * not to let a single
hour pasg in which they should not be engaged erther in prayer, or
readiog, or writing, or gome other umefal work,” To be a * choice
seribe’” was a most honourable distinetion. Marianus Scotus
wad & 'choice scribe,” one ' whose pen was swift, handwriting
clear and beautitul, and labour incessant,” &uch a one also was
Baithen, first consin of Colomba, snd his suceersor as Abbot of Iona,
who once hurriedly copied the Guspels, and yet only madea trivial mis-
take by omission of the letter 1. 8. Baithen, compared by Bt
(slumba to St John the Evangelist in bis innocence of heart, 18 sard
to have had o €qual on that e of the Alpsin his kpowledge of
Bacred Beripture, The MSS, wbich have been discovered cause learned
men to wonder how the ¢apiescould have becn so rapidly and skiifnlly
made, Furtunately many have escaped the ravagea of time, * You
are showe," gays a writer1n (hambers’ Ddinbwrgh Journal, Janasary,
1847, " 10 muscams in Ire'and, books of eellum 1g the ancient Irish
character, boeuad in gold and si'ver, sand vroameote] with preclous
ptones, which are swid to be worth at the present day thonrands of
pounds. Ia thz eolicetion m the Bogal Lrisn Academy, I was shown
a copy of the Gogpels which had b louged to 8ot Pa'rick —an almost
coal blaczk little vellum book that coald rot b:a day less than 1400
yeacs old, also & similar ant.que c1py of the Pualms of Davii, which
bad been the property of the pious 85 Columba, who went s an
apoatle (o Scotland about the year 863, The eventful bistory of these
Irterary rehes was, of coursz duly verifizd.” The bistory of the
Paaltery of Coluwhiis indeed * aveatful’  For maoy husdied years
this MS., callud the *eattach ” or battler, hud remained in the pos-
gession of the @ O'Donnell's,” Tae old tradinvion has 1t that 1f borae
on the breast of a priest free from morta! sin three times rouad the
O'Donnell clan, victory wou'd be thetrs At presont it is 10 a casket
{cumdach) in the strang room of the Riyal Irish Academy. It was
Furtively copted by 8" Culumba from 4 copy of the “ Gallic Psulter,”
which his master, 8. Finnian of Movile, or Maghvile, oa the UOtianyg.
ford Loayb, had brought trom Rom:. To: visicar may inspect wha
remaina of this copy of paalms from the Valgata of St Jerom:, The
M3, contains from the 3l1st to tne 106th psidms. Columhba, whom
the books of §Durrow and Kells prove to have becn a “ choice
seribe,” work:d secretly at his copy. Finmsn discavere! this
when the M8, was just fiat.hed, and claimed the copy.
An appeal to thie Kwg at Tara resulted in the deciaso that ths “calf
went with the cow, anl the son-book, or copy went with the mithar-
book, or original,” The frieuds of Columba—a.d these wir: legion
and powrful—were incenged at this nojust decwion  Their avger
jncreased when Curnan, who had accidentally killed the son of the
king’s steward in a hurling mateh, was dragged from the fees of
Columba snd put to death,  Individual members of tne Clanna N 1
had their own wrongs to avenge, The nortomen fi-w 1o aims, and at
tbe battle of Cmil-Dreimune (Conary Sligo) ronied the faroes ot Kiug
D.warmait an i killed three thousand of his men.,  Acvordiog o an old
41aditon Columeille was peaanced by 8, Mo a se of Inissmurray for
whatever part he took in the war, To leave Krin, and never look
upoa his loved islapd again, was the commacd of his confessor.
Colamba obeyed. Xrin's loss was Alba’s guin. luna was founded
and now Beo'land joine Ireland in revering tbe wemary of the apostin
of tte North, Inthe bibrary of Triaty Coilege, Dublin, ate two MS3,

the work of Columba in the sixth ceatury, The famous “ Book of
Durrow " contsine the Fonr Goespels in bhia own band. The great
work of the * Dove of the Jell " was the  Buck of Eella” or “ Great
Gospel of Culuveille”  Professor Weslwood cails 1bis precious
volume, to be sesn by the visitor ty Dublio, ** ungues'iona ly the m st
alaborately exccuted M3, of 8» early a date now in existence, far
excelling 12 the gigantic mz: of ihe letters ur the b pinviog of each
Goepel, the excessive minnteness  f the oroumen al details crowded
ints whole praes, the numboar of ita very peculiar decorations, the
fineness of its writing, and |he endless variety of 1its imilisl capitsls,
the famous Gerpels of Lindisfarne in the Col'onian Labrary,” The
movks of Lindwefarne were Irish mooks. OF courar Gaelic transia-
tions were made, and their discovery will no doubt reward the German
aad Freoch savants who now mske such & landable study of Gaelie
litersture, Omi ting the Pio'estant Celtic version by Archbishop
Daniel of Tuam (N.T.) and Bishop Bedell of EJwore (Q.T.), &
Catholic M8, was fonod some years ago embedde i in & wall ia the old
Cathedral of Armagh. It is a New Teitameat, Experta judge from
entriee and other evidence that it was the work of Bichard FitzRalph,
Primate of Armagh, und that it was executed about the year 1347
From the days of the missionaries ssat by Erin through Europe, to
our own time whea the children of Patrick acbly fulfil, over the
globe, their great religious miesion, the Irigh race bave realised the
idea of Baint Augustine that ** the Scripturea are Lettors sent to us
from Heven,”

CONFIRMATION SERVICE AT PAEROA.
—————
{Obinemuri Gascite, Febroary 18.)

LagT Bunday Bishop Luck hald Confirmation service at the Oatholio
church, Pacroa, There was a large number of candidates of both
sexes, and the church was crowded on the pecasion, Oa enteriog the
church, Bishop Luck wis presented with the following address, which
wag read by Mr T, Law!ess on bebalf of the Catholic residents of the
digtrict :—

To hig Lordship, Joho Edmnod Lmnek, 0.8.B, Bishop of Auckland.

May it please your Lisrdship,--We 'be undersigned members of
the Commi.tee, on b ball the C.tholies of the Quicemuri distriot,
desire on this, the pastoral visit amongat us, to accord o you a most
earnest and heartfeit welcome, Wea desire to more emphasiza our
appreciation of this visit on account of the present nos:tisfactory
atate of your Lorlship's beaith, and of the fact that the demands on
your time must lead us to expect but occasiona! visite in this portion
of your divcess. 1t is a sourc: of sincere reyret to ve to learo of
your Lordehip’s recent indiaposition, and we your dutiful children,
unite 12 prayiog that God tne great Ruler and Governor ¢f all, may
socn regtore to you vour wootsd oealth and energy asd that yon may
long beepand to alminister to our spiritual waota with that zeal,
devotion, ani ability wiich we all so fully recogaise, and which for
the past eleven years have addel lue ro to tue r2ligion we profess.
la conclusion, we desire to avail ourssives of thie opportunity of
expressing our gratificat.on at the energy and earnce puss aisplayed
by our beloved pastor, Father Hickett, during bie brief admanistra-
tion of this parlah, We beg to sabacriba oureelves your Lordsbhip’s
mott datiful chuldren,  (Here follow the sigratoees )

After the conpelusivn of the addiess, tue Rishop, accompanied by
Father Hackatt apd acolytes, proceeded tothethrone erected witinn the
sapclusry, rnd there deliverad his address 1o reply, e congratu-
lated the pecple um the era of prosperity in which the Osinemuri
digirict had entercd owing 10 the development of the gold-mining
industry, which was daily yicldiog euch splen hid returns  He hoped
boped they would not unmindful of their spiritnal interests, but ever
keep before their minds the great work of s<lvatien,  Huving thanked
them fur thvir kind address anl the good wishes cunvesed to him
thervin, the Bishop sssumed bis place on the thione, wnd Mass wag
celehrated by Father Hackett. The sizgizg of the boys and girls
witending the Sunday school wae a apectal fen ure duning the gervice ;
Miss Lawless prisided at the organ wi h her well know « ability,

Alter the Mass the Bisbop, vested in the robes of this « e, pro-
ceedid with the Confirmation service. The boys wenring red badges,
anl the girls dressed 10 white, wearing wreathe and voils, advanced
in procession snd knelt within the sanc'uary, where they were con-
firmed, und afterwards addrusswd by the Bishop on the dutive which
were 'mposed on them that day. They were to contend like soldiers
of Churist against ** the world, the flesh, and the dewil.’” Mr Lawlesa
and Mgt Lawless acted as sponsors for thosa coufirmed,

In the evening, a: 7 o'click, there was & very large enngregation
present, when Father Hackett prenched on the ** Kt rnal fate of the
goul.”  The Bevediction was then given. The musical portion of the
evening eervice, was taken by the large ehoir, and an offe tory piece,
“Ha wipes the tear from every eye,” was well reodercd by Mr
Btackpole.

Mrs Justin Huatley McCarthy (nee M 'lieey Loftas), who has
becn a member of Mr Agustin Daly's company 1. Americs, hqs baj
s difference with the manaper, and 18 l-aving the dramatic stega to
return to the ' varnety * stage,
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