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Current Topics
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

Minister, says the correspondent, spoke with great earnestness,"With th9lessons of exparienoeand perhaps toomuch of thecon*
fidence of youth, he seems tobelievethat the dreams of the Socialist
will be realised in New Zealand." Not even this correspondent,
favourably, and withal sentimentally, though Mr Beeves had
impressed him, takes (he Minuter quite seriously. Bat in the
vapouring of an imaginative member any Ministry mast h*?e ft
weak point. Here Mr Beeves has spokenont of his dreamy eyes;
elsewhere wehad heard him speak with his flippant tongue, and,
whether dreamy or flippant— in the wayward moods of the popular
poet

—
a man whomnobody takes seriously may well be quotedwith*

ont comment by anopponent of the Government
—

insuggestive, bat
powerful, testimony to their weakness. We agree with our contem-
porary,the Daily limei—Vaxi interview ini'aalf igquiteenough.

We do not know whether Mr F. B. Chapman afti
ever appearedaa counsel for Punch. There seem*
tobe do doubt, however, thatbia appearancein the
Dunedin police court last week, as counsel for a

publican charged with the illicit Bale of liquor on the Forbury race
course proves him to be duly qualified for euch a part. Mr Chip-
man's defence of his client was as amusing as it wasingenious, and
it is hardly DOB»ible to read it without Buffering a twiat in the wroDg

direction. Not, however, that the defence was void of matter to
interest the philosophic mind. There, for example, was the nice
distinction drawn between an inadvertent and an nopremeditated
act. Mr Chapman gay« preference to the latter epithet. There wai
too, the d'BtinctioD, mentioned by the learned counsel, "between
bringing liqaor there for the direct purpDseof sale and tht bringing
of liquor there for another purpose and one of abona fide nature.'
But what, may we ask, was the hona fide purpose

—
that the liqaor

should be consumed by the accused and the two friends from the
country, who, we are told, were giving their inadvertent or unpre-
meditated assistance ? And surely, country cousins might well
be excused if they took itas amatter of course that races shouldnot
bt run on slops. Pathetic, again, was the picture of the sporting
public arriving, each man with his flank ready filled, which for
convenience, if not for safety, he deposited in thebooth. The only
prosaic figure in the whole scene was the constable in pain clotbes
who haddepositedno flask, full or empty,but who found nodifficulty
in getting all he wanted

—
for an abuse of confidence

—
and could

probably pour itout for himself. The owneri of the flasks, explaiDe1
Mr Cnapman, asked the people selling the soda-water to put the
Bpints in.— Country cousins, indeed, might let the soda-water fly.
The constable, however, was better a1vised. He took his "

least as
is "neat— with all the innocence characteristic of his calling

—
and

no wonder the country cousins were taken in by him. The moral,
meantime, is that, if people want liquor they will have it, aod that
forcing them to play such tricks as those so revealed is not onlj
vain but mischievous. Human nature must became more soar and
all of us must take on the Gradgrind frame before we can enter
thoroughly into the spirit of the law so outraged. Mr Chapman
did his best forbis client. Hemade the law, or rather its administra*
tion in this particular instance ridiculous

—
and sympathy goes out

perforce to thoae with whom welaugh.

ODDS AND
ENDS.

The Muswellbrook Register (N.8.W.), as quoted
by the Bydney Freeman's Journal of February 23
gives us welcome news of a much esteemed
missionary :— ( On Sunday last (says our contem-

porary) Father Plunkett, who was on a visit to Father English,
preachedtwice, morning and evening, in 8t James's Church. The
reverend visitor, whois a memberof theRedemptorist Order, hashad
a longand variedexperienceinmany lan.is. He had a high social
standing in early life,being a member of a titled family,ani wasan
officer of the British Army before joining the priesthood. He is now
nearly ninety years of age, but his mind is as clear and hi* preaoh-
ing as forcible, as regards argument and scholarly diction, as that of
a man inthe prime of life. On Sunday Father Plunkett announced
that a mission woud be given in Muswellbrook by members of the
Order on the second Sunday in Lent, and he then mentioned

Thb Otago Daily Times quotes from the West-
mins fer Gazette an interview between the Sydney
correspondent<i that paper and theHonMr Reeves.
The 'limes makes neither note nor comment, bnt
submits the matter to its readers in beauty

unadorned. Our contemporary has possibly beon struck speechless
by the confidenceexpressedby the Minister inhis Utopia— and that
as a realm, not of the future, but actually existing and enjoying a
plenitude of felicity. Mr Beeves' view of the state of affaiis isi
indeed, a verypretty thing, and nothing could be moredelightful to
all of us thana clear and full perception of its truth. And, by the
way, Mr Reeves himself is evidently, in the eyesof this correspon-
dent, a very pretty fallow. "Heis a young man, dark, with a firm
mouth and dreamy eyes;abarrister, a j mrnalist, a popular poet,
and the first and ooly Labour Minister in the British Empire." To
Mr Reeves in his character, of th3

" popular poet "
isdne, perhapa,

some httlo of the interview. But where are photographs of
the hon gentleman to be obtained ? It seems undeniable that
they must tend to the adornment cf any albnm whatsoever. Mr
Beeves,meantime, gave a flowingaccount of the state of things in
this colony, and the results obtained by its legislation :

—
The unem-

ployed removed, at Government expense— wbich, nevertheless, is no
expense,being promptly repaid

—
to remunerative employment;fac-

tories and shops, in which it is a pleasure,if not a positive luxury
toBerve, and where,if there is any mortification, it falls on the pro-,
prietors;perfect freedom for everyone,with compulsory arbitration,
anda staff of Inspectors toenforce it;a perfect confidence of capi-
talists,and anabounding prosperity of banks. But Mr Beeves'most
enthusiastic point, perhaps, was that in which he referred to the
enfranchised woman. Here, indeed, he spoke as wemight expect the
young man so charmingly described to speak ;;

— '" dark, with a firm
mouth,anddreamy eyes." The enfranchised woman had,he declared,
behaved herself toadmiration, She had done everythingexcellent
that any woman could possibly do, and was about to do
everything elße of the same kind. Above all, past or future,
Bhe had supported Mr Beeveß himself in oppositioa to clerical
influence

—
against two e'ergyman who hai stood against him

and three or four others
— " some of them prominent and

eloquent men,"— who had endeavoured to bring about his defeat.
But shall the leopard change his epats, or the Ethiopian his skin 1
Reverse the case of tbe male elector, and let it be one woman two
votes, and shall she forget her nature ? The well-favoured must win

the day withher ;tbe young man, "daik, with a firm ra^uth, and
dreamy eyes," must still obtain her preference. Thougb the united
synods of all the Colony stood agaiost him, let Mr Reeves butmul-
tiply his photograpbß in the shop-windows, and he must be safe,
Those "dreamy eyee

"
alone must do the business. The

"
altruism

"
with which Mr Reevas accredits the ccx, must, in such a case, assert
itself strongly

— as,no doubt, the hoa gentleman has good reason to
know. But Mr Reeves again betrays some slight inconsistency with
regard to that altruism ingeneral of which he evilently desires to
be taken as an extreme zealot.

—
lhe correspondent sayshe left him

reading "A Traveller from Aitruna," Ha declares hiß intention of
withsome modification, his Undesirable Immigrants'

Bill.
" Have yon read it?

"
ha asked, in apology for that ludicrous

and almost idiotic document. In every Socialistic colony, he
explained,some such Actmust be passed— " for the moment we raise

the condition of our people one inch others will flack inand frustrate
oa« efforts." Bo be it then. Bat cease all pretence of ''altruism."
Plead expadiency;pleadnecessity, but tell the truth. Tae principle
of this exclusion, we repeat, is the very same aB that on whichhis
Grace the Dukeor the MostNoble tbe Marquis acts, when, asthe old
line has it, be

"
steals the common from tae goose." The exclusive

altruist, in a word,makes an openprofessionof
"gammon." Possibly

we find the explanation of the bare quotation made by the Otago
Daily Times of this interview, in its concluding paragraph. The
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