
(Concluded.')
Letusnow hasten toconsider the naturt of the sufferings borne by
the souls in Purgatory. "The Catholic Church, instructed by the
Holy Spirit, has taught in her councils from Holy Writ and the
ancient traditions of theFathers, and tbis ecumenical cynod has now
recently declared, that

"
there is a Purgatory, and that the souls

detained therein are btlped by the Biffrages of the faithful, but
principally by the ncceptabla sacrifice of the altar" (Bess Trident
xxv Decret de Purgat). Furthermore, the Church pronounces a
formal condemnation against those who shall maintain tbat, ".After
receiving the gracerf ju^f fixation, the guilt and efernal pnpishment
areremitted to every repa^ tant sinner in snch a way thatno temporal
pain remains tobe endured, either in this or in the world to come,in
Pargaiory, before an iuto heaven can be obtained," Thus
it is of faith that there if » miidle state which we call Purgatory,
where some souls are punished fnr a time till they are sufficiently j
pnrified to enter into f c kingdom of heaven. But where Purgatory
is, what is the naiure of the punishment? the Church has not
defined. Yei it is th« commonly-received opinion of theologians,
grounded on the authority of theFathers and Doctors of the Chnrch,
that there is a fire in Purgatory, aid that this is no other thau a
real, material fire. Tmp Cathechism of the Council of Trent, a work \
of thehighest au'hort,, Bav°, speaking of the abode of the deid:"Among them is klbo the ' fire

'
of Purgatory, in which the son's of

the just are cleinsei. h^ a ttmporaiy punishment inorder to be
admiUed id*-o »ti- ir 't'-rml coun'ry, ' into which nothing defiled
entereth.

'"
The truth of this doctrine, the holy Council declares,

demands "diligent cl:1 frtqamt exposition." Ihe Angelic Doctor
St Thomas asserts tl.r.t \h<> Hume fire torments the damned inhell and
the ]ust inPuigato:y 'Mm?, that the least pain in Purgatory exceeds
the greatest that can be nuff.>red in this life. The Yen Bede declare?
that the fire of Purg-t^ ry in more intolerable thancan be felt or con-
ceived hera below. He rg disengaged fioni matter, the faculties of
the holy souls in Purgatory are far more prefect than whea tbey
dependedon the exucise of corporeal organs. Hence there is an
especial, an indefinable tiorrcr to the disembodied soul in being sub-
ject to this mattiiai a.ojiy. So keenly do they feel the intense pain
they undergo, thiit wen- it nol for the assured hope of one day
entering upon the ]O) 8 of heaven, their placeof torments would ba
a very hell itself. Tacir souls are a continual prny to the mtr-t
excruciating tornnntß Hmid devouring flames ever fedand far ned by
the avenging brea h (it the Almighty. The active executioners of
God's awful justice are r.-> other than the angels of heaven. Bjmt-
theologians have gone so far as to maintsiu thatthe verydemons of hell
are suffered toharass a id aill ct thosechosen ones of Christ amid the
flameß of Purgatory. And we,dearly beloved brethren and children
nChrist, remaiu insensible to all this, instead of hasremng to relieve
their fearful distress 1 vVo seem io breathe the very atmosphere of
Purgatory, and yet rem iir unmoved at the Bightofour fellow-brethren
whosuffer therein. We deem it ah^ppy thing if they escape the fiie
of hell, whatever parpa they may endure inPurgatory. Buthave we
ever seriously dwelt ou their inteni-i'y ? Have we ever tned to
realise what i*- ia io te a victim of tne wrath of an Omnipotent God1
Come in spirit, for a moment, to oneof the many infected hospitalsat
Home, where, withits hundreds of inm-itee, the most lo .thsome discus-
sionof humanitypr< «tu ithem^elvebunder cv tryhue audfi-rm. Traverse
its pestiferous wards, approach that luwly couch,gizj for an instant
on that emac.iited furcu, tlu.oe b.eolug wouudb, tie sunken cheek-,
those glassy eyes, the look of agony of that wretched life slowly
ebbing away amid racking paius, -is of'tn the fruit of sin as of sick-
ness and sorrow. The sight id to> much for you. You cannot beur
it and live. Know, then, that the sickness and sorrows and sufferings
of thousands ,\c<l rniinuc h of 'iic-h amas naught compared witu the
sufferings of 'ho pour souls in Purgatory.

A few years ago there retched us from across the Atlantic a cry
of distress whichreßouad. d throughout if c length and breadthof tha
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whole world. Ittold us how one of the most dreaded of earthly
fconrgeehadswept overand laid in ruins one of the fairest cities of
the NewWorld. How,in n few moments, more thanthirty thousand
human beingshad been hurled from ths heights of plenty into the
depths of wretchedness and woe. Many of you can doubtless recall
to mind the sereral scenes of that awful calamity. Try and bring
back the appalling sight. Thousands, some peihaps of yonr own
race, and relations, perishing amid billows of flames from which
there was no escape. Children suddenly bereft of 'heir parents,
father? unable to Bave their families, mothers, like Sachel of old,
bewailing the loss of their offspring and refusing; to be comforted
because they are not. Among the touching incidents recorded at the
1me, there is one still fresh in our memory,one the bare thought
whereof moves us to-day as deeply aa when it was first related. A
tfatherhad rescued his wife, in spite of hereof. Looking around she
missed her two little children whom she had (ought to save. The
poor man understanding that look rushed amid the dames. Ho sue.
ceeded inbringing thedeaT littleonesto the topot the burning building,
whensuddenly a crash was heard. The roof gave way,hurling the
father ami his children into the flames ba'Joath. Tha p>or heart-
broken mother burst like a maniac from the grasp of a friendly
crowd,and dashedheadloug to share the fa'e of her own flish aad
blood. For miles and miles doleful sounds were borne from the
living masses whom the fi«ry waves now hemmed in oi all sides.

'

Harrowing groans and sigh*, the utterances of anguish wera every-
where heard,mingling with the voice of despair,appeiling in vain
for pity from hundreds buried alive beneath the mini of their once
happy homes. To add to tha horror of the- benue demons in human
form, hastening like vu turea to the prey, went about ransacking the
smouldering ruins. Nor did they shrink from stripping tha dying
and the dead. Nay more, not a few ruchlessly slew many whomight
havebjei saved from the wreck1 This bir< r.-cUal fills you with
horror, yet,dearest i<i Chns', tne frightful suil jnngs brought about
by this awful calamity, fng'itful though they b«, ara but a as drop in
the ocean, compared withthe suffsrings of Purgatory. Ponder over all
the tortnres the counties mirtyrs of Cimt have eidured by rack,
and fire, and sword. Uaile these to the suffsnn/aansmgfrom bodily
diseases, what a terrifying iiea shall we have of th>ir violpnc3I
And yet it wasrevealnd to 8t Magdalene of P.\zzi tint tho sufferings
of the holy souls in Purgatory aragreater, fai greater, than all those
of the most violent diseases, united with all that could bninflicted by
every possible instrumjotof torture 1 Besides tha martyrs andall who
S'ifL'r oq cirth suffer in b)dy oniy,ani wek-nw well that the suffer-
ings of the soul are far more keenly felt than those of the body. For
the boiy,separated from t ieiiul, h mcnpabie of piin, whereas the
soul, disunited from the body, suffers with the utmost intensity.
Again, for the martyrsof Christ, the v^ry love which burned withm
them servedaaaaweut t>»lrfaraso p jwerfultooss'.u^jtheviolenceoftheir
torturea that often,under the soourg->, upon tae gibbet and ih-3 rack, ha
who suffered and he wh.)apoke to the bystanders aeeoied n)ttobe the
Sim", Thus, a^ cruelty h tha menuraof thj rrur'ryV tonaen'p, so
nothingbutlove is thjm i^aareo( tha i«rony of th )p >or souls, Uencs it
follows that a3 much as their burning love surpasses the cruelty of the
tyrants, so much the ra)re their sjrrjwd ani suffjruigs ex;ee 1 the
torments of the mar yrs. If this fail to give yon an idev of. tha
dreadful suff -rings of the souls in Purgatory, think of all that the
Boa of God underwent for us. FjllowHim sarue by scans through
thebitter drama of His Passion. Recall the b'ojdy sweat and agony
inthe g>rden of (idtnaem-mi. Count thi wviry s'"j?B and tearß, the
wondrous sheiding of His precious blood. Rjho'i! the sharp thorns
whorawith the diabolical natredof Hia enemies hath encircled His
sacred brow. See the marks of those cruel stripes which, to the
number of rive thousand, lacerated His adorable hody. Contempltte

I theman of sorrows beading beneath the weight >f His cross,goaded
on by brutal blows, amid the blasphemous ytills fin1 curses of an
infuriated rabble. In fine, look upon the S-wiour ,f wuj world aiHe
hea bleeding upon tho wood of the cross. An unbearable thirs1"

wringsfrom His parched lips words of a^oiy aa H: exjires on th-u
infamous treo. O GodIto whata fe-irful state hath iceurrted sin reduced
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