
His Grace Archbishop Redwood left Christ^hurch this (Wednes-
day)mornir.g, in company with His Lordship BishopGrimes to pay a
vicit to the Biahop of Dunedin.

«( HEOlago Ceulial lias a benuliful clunite and
l7£rjj£s§> *-h° requisite conditions for thecultivationof the

vine." This is theopinionof -^ik-i IJragato,
viticulturist to the VivitcianGovernment, who,
after a journey through this province, in oom-
Pany wltnMr J- Blackmore,pomologist to

<Ms£?^ the I^ew Zealand Government, lias Ireely
expressedhis views to the reporterof the Ottv/o

Daily Times on the question of fruit culture. The Govern-
ment are to be commended for inviting this expert to New
Zealand " with a view to inspecting parts of the Colony
thought to be suitable for the cultivation of the vino." It
cannot be denied, except by those who, for party purposes,
■wouldalmostdeny the sunshines,that thepresentGovernment
have honestly laboured and are zealously endeavouring to
place the people on the land. The great noise whichismade
by a virulently garrulous impeccable Opposition about
supposed failure in one or two small instances only shows
that the corns of landmonopolists ore touclnd, and that the
policyof breakingup largeestates for settlementis succeeding.
Provided the people

—
the young peopleespecially—

are helped
to settle on the land we care not wlrit Government offers
facilities. That Government is best, whatever name it
receives, which promotes the realprospeiity of the Colony by
developing its resources and fostering self-reliance in the
people. We note with greatest satisfaction, therefore, the
comingof an expert to teach, in conjunction with our own
capable colonists,how ourcountry canbe materiallyadvanced.
Signor Bragato has made one visit to the < tago Central.
Before givinghis leporthe will later on make another and
extended visit,giving lectures in Clyde and Roxburgh, and
perhaps other centres. I\\:Blaukmohe stated to the 'Times
interviewer that
inaccordance with instructions, he met Mr Bragato at the Bluff on
the 19th inst, and pioceeied to Invercargill and theuce through
Central Otago. Mr Bra^ato vis t> d QneDhtownund the surrounding
districtp, also ail He 1 n.i m *

>io vicinity of /Yircmtjwi Fr.iru
Arrowtown they precede 1 over the Crowu Rirg,; to Pembroke
Lake Wanaka, and nt or viw'mg all the coun-iy frnrrouudin^ the
lake,proceeded by Q ieensb» trj to Cromwell, from Crnnweli they
passed on to Ci" "<e and throi;/h the Waikenkeri Valli-v, and
examined all the niui'ur vail jh iid foothills along the Dnmt n
Kange for some cunadei.ble dutanrp. Af'er ixiuiminp tm> w>ole
of the countiy :n the m lghhourho-iiof the Dunsf v Kla\ th y wont
across the river to tV«"i'H Kbit ,nd lr.t-ptct tii iho Mirria-n-'in^
country, after which tin yveni lo CuTij'a Oully ai.d c^ro1) out nt
Bald Hill Flat. Having troa" ihi mti'i the courtiy be'wo^ti 'hi! and
Roxburgh they pus'ic ii>n to Coil < J/< » k F af, li.xbur^.i, -i

'
tln ujfi

the country lnt^iNCnius,' as tar as Mu.i Flat, iho.:ci tj Liakuc 1,
where the train was takon to Uancdi,,
This was evidently far fiom being a Mdx-U'Rdliau v.^it.
At every step the Victorian experthad th' knowl"d<,'i> of the
New Zealandexpcit to gud > him m fonniti^ coaclu^'on^.
The conclusions as to the <. lunar'or of climate and land tot
viticulture may b-? ixiirossed m taree word-,, ' suitable,"" exceptionally suitable.

'
Ihe countiy abont (juoens-

town he t(jund "eminently suitable li<y the cultiva-
tion of Iruit, especially stone fruit." His hint
about the manufacture of piuues and dm- 1 plums should
not be forgotten. "He had never sien a more suit-
able country for the cultivation of the walnut, which, if
undertaken, would be highly remunerative." As to the vine
in the same district, and even in the neighbourhood of
Wanaka, bignor Buacato is not so sanguine. " Possibly"
is not a btrong or encouraging word. Speaking,however, ol
the country

" from (^uccnsbi'iry to Roxburgh, including
Bannockburn,Cromwell, Clyle and surn^unding di&tricts,"
the Victorian expert says that the climatic conditions and the
nature of the soil are

" emiivntly favourable for the cultiva-
tion of the vine for winemakingand distillationpurposes "—" —" the enormousamountof countrysurroundingClyde,Conioy's
Gully andRoxburgh,is txcqtluiiiaUi/suitable for theextensive
culture of the grape, that is, that it may be plantedby the
tens of thousands]!of acres.' We cannot help recalling to
mind the many occasions on which we have hoard Bishop

L.JMoran, who,at various seasons, visited every comer of the
"^province, expresshis stiong opinion that Utago Central was

able to carry a large population devoted to the fruit industry
and even the cultivation of the vine. Ihe opinion of Ir.s
Lordship, who was regarded by nuny as nver-euthuaia&tle, is

now confirmed by experts. i?ignor BiiA(.vr»> thinks that
Ctago Central, if prop<rly handled," wouldemploy an enor-
mous population and improve greatly the value of the

At St Mary's Church yesterday (says the Nelson Mail of
February 13), the Very Rev Fither Mahony announced to trie con-
gregation that tie Rev Father Broussard, who wai for some yeais
station 1 in the Wanganui district, had been recently appointedby
hia Grac>?, Archbishop Eedwood, as curate for the Nel nparish and
the suiroundmur dißtnc a. Fa her Broussard, like his predecessor)
the la c Father Landaui, ib anative of Britr .ny, and he wasconfi-
dent that they would find him. ipiotm raddtvoted to the calls of
duty jib their la'e lamented friend.
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land." Hegives figures Bhowing approximately the cost of
planting and keeping the vineyards.
'At the end of five years, when the vines are in full bearing, ttap
valneof the land would be at least £100 per acre. An aero of
grapes Bhould give a return of £16 to £20 profit. The original
cost of preparation and planting the vineyard up to the time it
cimes info lull bearing wonld bi:obont £8 per acre, andafter that
tho cost o£ pruning and cultivation would be £2 10s per acre."
Nodifficulty on tho score of irrigationis apprehended,on the
contrary, by the erection of a weir across the great Otago
river and by other simple means, " the waters of the Moly-
nenx, as ieitilising as those of the Nile," can be readily
utilised. 'Ibe "construction of reservoirs in the large
gullies"

is also mentioned as practicable. What Signor
Bkauato and Mr Blackmore assort of Central (Jtago can
bo doubtless predicattd <>f Akaroa,Nelson,and very many
places in the North Island. There is a fine vineyard in
Meanee, neir Napier, producing grapes from which a rich
strong-bodied wine is annually made. We have always
wondered why Auckland enterprisedid not find outletinex-
tensive culture of the vine and sub-tropical fruits which
are importedso largely from Australiaand the islands. What
is said of < Jtago Central holds good, mutatis mutandis,
of many districts of the North and South Islands.
The great difficulty in the way of fruit cultivation is tho
expense of transport. Jtis a crying shame and a reproach
to the short-sighted policy of otherwise shrewd Otagoans
that while fruit growers of Central (Jtago give delicious
apples and pears smi<l peaclu-s to feed tinir swine, Tas-
mania, with large, prices, really commands the Dunedin
market. We have hearl the epithet " political idiots"
applied to advocates of a certain Government. What are
we to call those who have injured Dunedin and Otago by
their suicidal policy ? Our Members, with a unitad people
at their back, should in a body,irrespective of party, vote
solidly for the openingup of the Otago Central and the de-
velopment of a highly desirable industry. Our Members
should have a larger provincial spirit and less of tho
miserable narrowness begot of striving to please Tom,
Dick, or Hairy in their constituency. The Otago Cen-
tral should bo pushed on. Ihe (Jtago Central Railway
will be pushed on if Members, thoroughly inearnest, form a
united phalanx to secure what will, it is now seen, be of
material advantage. We have little doubt that the Govern-
ment which shows anxiety to help on the fruit industry, will
in the future, render railway carriage less expensive. Giving
school children cheap trips on the railways has educational
and rrcreativo value, butcheap transport of our products to
the sealoanl willcommend itself more to all sensiblemen.
hignor Braoaio and Mr Bi,\ckmoui; are to return to Otago.
'1heir return visit will increase the enthusiasm now happily
created. In view of tho importance ot tho matter, we
suggest that the second visit ot the Victorianand New Zea-
land tiuit experts be made incompany of the I'remierand
Minister of Lands. Mr >skdijon has travelledmuch in the
iNoith Island and the northern districts of the South Island.
An extended visit of the IJon Mr i*kdi>on and the lion Mr
MclviiN/iK to the country districts of Otago would give
satisfaction to the peopleand be highly advantageous to the
Colony.

A ketki:at in preparation for the Feast of Saint Patrick will
begin in Dunedm on next Sunday. The order of services will bo
announced at the various Masses. Tue forty hours exposition will
begin StJosepU'a on Friday, loth inst.

Tiik Most Rev Dr Moran, wha has taken full advantage of the
(iae weather to drive frequently ia the country about Dunedin, confi-
dently exp :ts to be able to gratify hia great wish to be present at
the Stint Patrick's Day celebratioa on Friday evening, March 15, at
the Gamson Hull.
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