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CENTRATL «TAGO AND CULTIVATION OF
THE GRAPE,
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the requisite conditions for the cultivation of the
vine,”  This is the opinion of Yigno Bravaro,
viticulturist to the Victo ian Govannient, who,
after a journey through this provinee, in com-
pany with Mr J. U, Brackyorr, pornologst to
the Mew Zealand Government, liag irecly
expressed his views to the reporter of the Otaye
Dally Times on she question of fruit calture, The Govern-
ment are to be commended fur inviting this expert to Wew
Zealand “ with a view to inspecting parts of the Colony
thonght to be suitable for the caltivation of the vine 1t
cannot be denied, cxcept by those who, for party purposes,
would almost deny the sun shines, that the present Government
have honestly laboured and are zealously endeavouring to
place the people on the land.  The great noize which is made
by a virulently garrulous impeceable Upposition aboul
supposcd failure in one or two small instances only shows
that the corns of land monopolists are touchid, and that the
policy of breaking up large estates for settlement is succeeding.
Provided the people—the young people especially —are helped
to settle on the land we care not what Governeat offers
facilities, That Government is besi, whatever name it
recaives, which promotes tha real prosperity of the Colony hy
developing its resources and fostering selfereliance in the
people.  We note with greatest satisfaction, thercfore, the
coming of an expert to teach, in conjunction with our own
capable colonists, how our country can be tnaterially advanced.
Signor Bracaro has made one visit to the ¢ tagy Central.
Before giving his 1eport he will later on make another and
extended visit, giving lectures in Clyde snd Roxburgh, and
perhaps other centres, Mo BrackMonr stated to the Times
interviewer that

in accordance with instroetioog, he met Mr Brapato at the Bluff on
the 19th inst, snd proceeled to Invercargill and tnence through
Central Otago, Mr Brazato vis td Q ueostown wod the surrounding
districts, aiso ail tle 1 ud 1y e viaemity of Avrowt.wn From
Arrowtown they proceedel over the Crown Rairge to Pembrok
Lake Wanaka, anid at er vie/mgr atl the councty savroutding the
Ieke, proceeded by Quvenshiry 10 Cromwell, From Croowelithey
passed on to Urvie and thron-n the Warthenikerl Valley, and
examined all the 1ovwerge vall 38 d £.othilis along the Donst n
Hange for some cons detr ble diranee.  Afer rxawnning tne wrols
of the country n the naghbourhuat of the Duner o Fias th y woent
across the river to Fioeser’s Flar ond pepeeted G rurmorndine
countiry, after whreh they wea to Cotroy’s Gully and cams onl st
Bald Hil! Flat. ¥avioe voas thr mea the cour toy betwesn Lot and
Roxhargh they pusici o to Cosl ik F oar, H.gbarga, o' Dcush
the ecuntry iottiseniuy as far as Mow Flat, cbeoes Lo Loosrone,
where the train waes taken to Danedi),

This was cvidently far from being a Max-U Relifan visit,
At every step the Victorian expert had the knowledge of the
New Zealad expert to guady i me forming eonctu-ons,
The conelustou= as to the chatacter of elimate and Lol to
viticulture miny b oxpressed n taree words, ¢ suitable)”
¢ exceptivnally suitalle,’ oo conntry  abont Queeny-
town he tound “oemmently  swtable e the caltiva-
tion of  fruit, cspecally  stone {rmt” His  hmnt
about the manuafacture of prunes and driel ploms should
not be forgotten. ¢ He had never scen a more  suib-
able country for the ecultivation of the walnuw, which, if
undertalken, would be highly remanerative””  As to the vine
in the seme distrnict, and even in the ndghbourhond of
Wanaka, Signor Brasaro 15 not so sanguine,  * Possibly
is Dot & strong or envouraging werd,  Speuling, however, of
the country * from Crueensbury to Roxburzh, mclnding
Bannockburn, Cromwell, Clyde and surrcunding dastricts,”
the Victorian expert says that ihe chimatic vonditions and the
nature of the sotl are “ emin ntly favouralle for the eunltiva-
tion of the vine for wine maling and distillation purposes "—-
 the encrmous anmountof country surrounding Clyde, Contoy’s
Gully and Roxbargh, is oo ptianally suitabic for the extensive
culture of the grape, that 15, that it may be planted by the
tens of thousandsjof acres.”  We cannot hidlp recalling to
micd the many veeasions on which we have heard Bishop

p-MORAN, Who, at various seasors, wvisited every corner of the

province, express his strong opinion that (ago Contral was
shle to carry a large population duvoted to the frait industry
and even the cultivation of the vine. The opinion of lus
Lordship, who was regarded by many as ever-enthusiast.c, s
now confirmed by experts,  Eignor Ihiacsto thinls that
Ltago Central, if properly handled, * would employ an enor-

land.” He gives figures showing approximately the cost of
planting and keeping the vineyards.

‘At the end of five years, when tbe vines are in full besring, the
valae of the land wonld be at least £100 per mcre. An acte of
grapes should give a return of %16 to X220 profit, The oryginal
cost of preparation and planting the vineyard up to the time it
cimes info inll bearing woenld be nbont £8 per acre, and after that
ths cost of praning and caltivation would be £2 10s per acre.”

No difficulty on the score of irrigation :s apprehended, on the
contraty, by the crection of a weir avross the great Otago
river and by other simple means, * the waters of the Moly-
neux, as fertilising as those of the Wile,” can be readily
usilisedl,  the *¢ construction of reservoirs in the large
gullies " is also mentioned as practicable, What Signor
Bracaro end Mr Brackmorr assert of Central Utago can
be doubtless predicated of Alarea, Nelson. and very many
places in the North lsland. ‘There is s fine vinegard in
Meanee, ne.r Napier, producing grapes from which a rich
strong-bodied wine 13 annually made.,  We have always
wondered why Auckland enterprise did not find outlet in ex-
tensive culture of the vine and sub-tropical fruits which
are imported so largely from Australia and the islands. What
i3 said of tage Central holds good, mutatis mutandis,
of many districts of the Nortn and South Islands,
Fhe great difficnlty in the way of fruit cultivation is tho
expense of transport. It is a crying shame and a reproach
to the short-sighted policy of otherwise shrewd (tagoans
that white frait growers of Central Utago give delicious
apples and pears an! peaches to feed their swine, Tas-
mania, with large prices, really eommeands the Dunedin
market, We have heard the epithet ¢ political idiots ™
applied to advocates of a certain Government, What are

| we to call those who bave injured Dunedin and Otagzo by

their suicidal policy 7 Our Members, with a onitad people
at their back, shoold in a body, irrespective of party, vote
golidly for the opening up of the Utago Uentral and the dc-
velopment of a highly desirable industry, Our Members
should have a larger provincial epirit and less of tho
miserable narrowness begot of striving to please Tom,
Dick, or Hatry in thewr constituency. The ttago Cen-
tral should be pushed on. The titago Central Railway
will be pushed on if Members, thoroughly in earnest, form a
united phalaux to sceare what will, it is now seen, be of
malerial advantage. We have little doubt that the Govern-
ment which shows anxicty to help on the fruit industry, will
mi the fatare, render railway carriage less expensive,  Giving
schiool children ¢heap trips on the railways has educational
and veereative value, but cheap transport of our products to
thie reatcard will commend itself more to all sensible men,
mgnor Bracaro and Me Bracgwono are to retura to Otago.
therr retwin visib will inerease the enthusiasm now happxly
createil. In view of the jmportance ot the matter, we
sugge-t thut the second visit ol the Vicetorian and New Zea-
land bt experts e nade 1o eompany of the Uremicr and
Minister of Lamds,  Mr Sgvpox has travelled much in the
Sotth Island and the northern distiicts of the Seath Island.
An extended visit of the lon Mr reovox and the Hon Mr
MclWnyzie to the vountry districts of Utagn wouald give

satistaction to the people and be highly advantageous to the
Colony.

A BETRUAT in prepatation for the Keast of Saint Patrick wiil
begin in Ducedin on mext Suoday. The order of services will be
anugunced at the various Masses, Toe forty hours cxposition will
berin St Joseph's cn Frday, 15th inat.

Tz Most Rev Dr Moran, who has taken fuil advantage of the
fine weather to drive frequaently in the country about Dunedin, confi-
dently exp s tobe able to gratify hes great wish to be present at

the Saint Patrick’s Day celebration on Friday evening, March 15, at
the Gainson Hall,

Hi1s Grace Archbishop Redwood left Christ zhureh this {Wednes-

day} mornisg, 10 company with Hw Lordehip Bishop Grimes to pay &
vigit to the Bishop of Dunedin,

AT St Mary'as Church yesterday (says the Nalson AMail of
Webruary 18), the Very Rev Father Mahony enunounced to the con-

gregation that tie Rev Father Broussard, who was for soms years
station {in the Wanganoi district, bad been recently appointed by
bie Grace, Archbishop Hedwood, as curate for the Nel n parish and
the sarroundine distric 8, Fa her Broussard, lke bis predecessor,
the la e Fatber Landanr, 8 a native of Britt.ny, acd be was confi-
dent that they woald lind bim . 3 provs ¢ 1d devoted (o the calls of

moss population and Jwprove greatly the value of thelduty as their Jate lawmented {ricod.
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