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ingrease of perfumes, asslst me with yoor prayers. For the dead are
benefitted by the prayars of the living sainte.” In near!y ona huao-
dred of s faneral pangyrics, tve same holy Father spesks of the
Chrigtian duty of praying for the dead. In his sermon oo the death
of the Emperors Gratisn aod Vdalentinian, 8t Ambroee says : ¥ Bleseed
8 .4il both of you be if my prayeis can aught avail. No day ehall
puss you over in silence, No prayer of mine sball omit to honouor
you. No nighbt ghall burry by without bestowing on you a wention
io my prayers, la every one of the Oblations will 1 remember you.”
Cn the death of Theodosius he thos ends & beautif.l prayer for his
goal , I loved him, and therefore will I follow him to the l.ad of
the living, Nor will I leave him tili, by teara and prayers, I sball
lead him nnte the holy moont of the Lord, where lLife is undying,
where corraption ia not, nor sighs nor mourning.” 8% Carysostom
eays : “1t we9 not without good reason, nay, ordaiced by the
Apostles, that mention should be made of the dead, in the tremeadous
Mysteries, for they well knew that these would derive great benefit
therefrom,”

In the ninth book of his Confessions, 8t Augnstine tells us that
hia mother wag at the point of death when ghe made bhim thia last
rcquest : Y Liny this body anywhere. Lot not the care of it in aoy
way disturb you. This enly I beg of yon, that you remember me at
the altar of the Lord, wherever you be.” Liuten, dearly beloved in
Chriat, to the impassioned words is which this great Doctor, one of
the loftiest geninses the world ever saw, praye for his dear departed
mother, * 0 God of my heart, I now beseech Thee for the »sins of
my moather, Hear me throogh the merits of the wouads that hung
upon the woods of the Crogs, May she then be ia peacs with ber
husband, And do thoe, O Lord, wnasptre Thy servants, my brethren,
whow with voice and heart and pen I serve, tkat a8 many as sball
read these lines may remember at thy al:ar Monica, thy sarvant.”

“ The sculs of the dead,” says the gentle St Bernard, © dwell in
three different abodes, according to 1he difference of their merits,
hell, Purgatory, and Paradiee* In Purgstory rhey undergo espiatory
sufferinge which diapose to redemption.”

With tbe light of civilization and Christianity St Auzustine, who
was gent 1alo Eogland by St Gregory the Great, tanght vur Bux «
forefathers the hooour and irvoestion of saints und devo'ion to the
dead. 5t Patrick did the same in faithiu} Ireiand, 1a thise far
away landa at home splendid architectural piles, churches aod
chantries, menaeteries and convents were built and endowed by their
founders for tha eepecial purpose that prayers and Magses should be
offered in them for ever in behalf of the donnrs when departed
This is more than enough to ehow that far from being a new
fangled view, the doctrine of Pargatory andrprayer for the deal were
enforced ic the eatliest and what are callat the picest ages of the
Chareh.

The most iltustrious Fathers aud Doctors of the Cnurch treated
tkis beantiful doctrine not as a purely theoreticil principle, bat as
an imperative duty, an act of daily picty, which should be, a4, 1o
fact, it was in the early ages of faith, embidied i the daly
exercises of devotion  The dear departed were pravad for maniog
and pight in the Divine Offize, in the Holy Bicrifica at which our
Catholio forefathers made 1t a duty to asmst every day of their lives.
On Sundays they did what we do tc-day, they asked the preyersof
the congregation for the souls of the faithful departed, In e¢xcava-
ting the Boman catacombs many most interesling inkeriptivns bave
been brought to hght, Mapy most toucbing in their pious simpheity,
implore peace and rest, and prayers for theose over whoas sepulehre
the inscriptions had been placed, They are spesking memomnals
proclaiming tbat the Ohurch of Gud, at the very eralle of her «x1s-
tence, taught her children, as she teach:s them to-day, to cffer up
fervent prayers 1n bebalf of the dead,

The beauntiful doctrine of Purgatory, together wub the practice
of praymg for the dead is embodied 1n all the most ancient Litargies
of the world, Inthe 4#1h and 6ib ce.twiies the herisiarchs Arnus,
Nestorius, and Butyches, eoatched countleas souts from the esntre of
unity which had hitherto and hippily united the churcbea in the
East and in the West, The sects found-d by these wretehed npos-
tates bave since formed many distine communii s, gL parating trom
the one and only Uatholic Church in the E.at, as the Protestant
Churches, with tteir hoste of off:priagy, have separa'e i from her 1o
the Wea', The Greek schismatic Chareh, of which the present RBusso-
Greck Chureh is the offshoo’, severed her ¢ceonection with the Apos-
tolic Bee to the 9:h century urder the unhappy Pho ius. Now in all
thess Liturgies, that is to say in the established furmu.ary of pablie
worship contsining the auvthatieed form of prayers 1o the several
gec 8, we find formaleries of prayers for the dead, almost 1dennical
with ihose to be found 1o cor authorsed Liturpical formulary, the
Homae Missl, Listen to this: * RBemember, O Lord, Thy setvauts
who are gone before us, with the sign of fauh, and sleep in pesce,
To these, O Lord, and to all who restin Christ, grant, we bessech
Thes, 8 place of refreshment, light and peace, through the same
Cuorist Jesus our Lord,” Daring the Vatican Courcil the illnstrious
Cardipal Gibbone called upon the Orieotal Patriarche and Bishnps,
belongiag to Armemian, Obsldaic and Coptic, Maronste aod =yriac
Rites, They all aseured him that the scuismatic Chnistians of the

Kaat rmong whom they live, have, without exeeption, prayers and
sacnfices for the dead, Nuw how conti all these sects who have ro
long besn separated from the Church, have adopied the Cutnolin
practica of prayiug for the dead, uniess they knew that it bad come
down from the Apostles !

It may not be out of plses to remark that the Jews, who, iwo
thousand years ago, offered up prevers for the d=ad, still retain that
piogs pragtice in their Liturgy.

Io justica to our pepara‘ed brethren, we must sdd that many,
better than their religion, are returning to the faith of their fore-
fathers n8 to the belief of Purgatory. Of l.te severa! Eoglish Pro-

testant works have been published all besring on the subject of Pur-
gatory. They all contain prayers for the deal, and prove from Oatho-
lic grounds the existence of a middle state atter daath, and the duty
of praying for the departed brethren. 8o true ie this dootrine of
Purgatory that some in our own daye go eo far as to deny that hell iw
eternal. Now a hell which ie not eternal muat ba Purgatory, Luther
and Calvin declare their beliel that the Apoatles themselves approved
of prayera for the dead, Treating of the text of the beloved Disciple,
Bt John,* He that knoweth his brother to sin & sin which ia not death
let him ask and life ghall be given him who sinneth not to death.”
Luther says : *“I beliove that there is a Purgatory, I am certain of
this truth, I believe that the souls imprisoned there are helped and
relieved by the prayers of the living.

In face of such strong ecriptural and historical warrant for our
belief in purgatory, it will doubtless vceur to some amongst you to
wonder how tbe contrary opinivn bas gained ground among non-
(Oatholica? How Eopgland, thongh for some time after she bad
thrown off her allegiance to the true Church of the Bible and held
the Catholie dcetrine, so soon caused this astozndiog assertion to ba
mmaerted in ber Thirty-nine Ariicles, ‘* The Romish doettine con-
ceroing purgatory, pardons . . is a fond thing vainly iovented
and grounded upuo no warranty of scripture, bot rather repugnant
to the Word of God.,” From whom did this lying article emanate !
Wasg 1t not from the apostats Cranmar? Is it not a stere, stabboro,
historical fact that ths periared priest, the firet Protestant arch-
bishop of Canterbary, wonld fiin panier to the prssions of the
Protector B~ymour, who had obtaiaed from a servile Parliament an
Act, 1n wirtne of which he might seiz: upna the rich foundations
made by onr Catho i¢ anceators for Mavacs tor the dead ?  Is not the
Cathohie ductrine of purgatory must reassnable, one mt conseiing
to the hurmaa heart? Is 1t oot a comort to know tnat with tha
fuser 1 1ites all is not over betw-a1 vs and thise who were oice so
near and dear t) us on erth? How dreary the religion which
wonld aci up 1mpasribie barriers between the livieg and the desd!?
Do oot the very iostineta of our heart urge us to follow por dead
beyord the eold grave! Do oot they tell ua that in praying for our
dear departed ones we are acting with the strongest seriptural and
historieal grounds—with the voice of the whole Charch from the
very dawn of her exierence? Ie it not a consolation to feel that if,
1 ke Augustine, we f ndly watch over the conch of a dying mother
or farher, we may, too, hke Auguostine, follow those beloved ones
even beyond the tomb by praying for the repose of their souls?
Oh | what 8 comfort for the gref-stricken soul! to know that the
golden bond uf 1he esmemunion of saints sn2ll unites us to thnee who
£4li aslcep 1n the Lord, saud that, th. nka to this huly communion, we
may sl old foni eouverse with cur dear departed, and help them
by our prayeTs and indulgences,

QOar lute Liaureate re ms to have erasped this Catholic feeling,
when he makes his hero Artbue, 10 hia lnst momants thus address his
comrade in arms, Sir Bedivere:

“It thon shouidet uever m e my face again,
Pray for my soul. More things are wrought by prayer
Than thia world dreams of, wherzfore lat thy voic:
R se Iike a fuuntuin for me pight and day.
For what are men betier than sheep and goa's
That nourish & bhind hife withia ths bram,
If, knowing God, they Lift not banis of prayer
R th for themselved and those who c.ll them fr end
For a0 the whole roand eartn i3 every way
1% und by gold chaing ubout the fert of God,
Bat now, farewell. L am going & long way,
* » ] = »
Whera ] wili beal me of my grievans wound,”

Thig it is, deavest in Chriat, whrch robs death of ite bittereat ating
and enables us to bear up uader the sad separa ion of thosa who were
coee mure to us then all the wor.d b side,

To sum ap what we hava mitherto said oa the d ctrine of Pargi
torg and devotion for the deart : —This doctrine and devativn sre
groanded on the wuthoriry and teaching of the Bibla. Eeforced in
the Chorch of the O'd Law, 1t 18 €q1ally g0 1n the B,n gogue of to-
duw. Ucmmz down §rom the Apostles, 18 has besn taazht by the
Fathera of the Gt o eve y agy ani clime, whiet the East an i
the West have wrorporated it in their Liturgiee, It is proclaimed
and practissd by tbe schismatic « briatiane seattered over different
prts of the East It waa the cher shed belief of every nation, civi-
izsed and pagan, Greek and Roman, Biash, Celt, or Baxon. Itisa
aevotion firmly heir vod and fondly treasured by the three Fundred
milliong of the children of the Cathobe Coareh, a8 weli as hy not a
few of the ebildren of the Chuich of Eogland, What bat pride or
pregumption could prefer s privats opinion to thia immena: weight,
cirrving with it, as it does, the greateat learning, haliness, and sutho-
rity ] Wire I+ nota proof of impiety to hold back with site t hpa
while the Catholic world is ancessingly sending up to the throns of
God an ' Bternal rest give to them, O Lord " for cur dear departed !
Were 1t not cruelly enld, heaitlessiy cald, to refuse a fervens prayer
for your dear degarted father or mother, sister or brother, wifa or
hueband, out of a mere projudice, vguing ev.r; Scrip aral, wistorieal,
.nllogieal nuthonty 7

(70 be concluded )
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