
insrease of perfumes,assist me with your prayers. For the dead are
benefitted by the prayersof the living saints." In nearly ona hun-
dred of his funeral pangyrirs, tne same holy Father speaks of the
Christian duty of praying for the dead. In his sermon on the dta'h
of theEmperorsGratian and Valentinian,St Ambrose says:

"
Blessed

b .all bothof you be if my prayeis can aught avail. Wo day shall
pass youover insilence. No prayer of mine shall omit to honour
you. Nonight shall hurry by without bestowing on you a mention
in my prayers. Inevery oneof the Oblation9will Iremember you."
Cn the deathof Theodobius he thusends a beautiful prayer for his
boul. "Iloved him, and therefore will Ifollow him to the L.nd of
the living. Nor will Ileave him till, by tears and prayers,1 shall
lead him nnto the holy mount of the Lord, where life is undying,
wherecorruption iB not,nor sighs nor mourning." St Chrysoßtom
says: ''It was not without good reason, nay, ordaioed by the
Apostles, thatmention should be made of thedead, in the tremendous
Mysteries, for they wellknew that these would derive great benefit
therefrom,"

In the ninth book of bis Confessions, St Augustine tells us that
his mother wasat thepointof death when she made him this last
nquest:" Lay this body anywhere. Letnot the care of it in any
way disturb you. This onlyIbeg of you, that you remember me at
the altar of the Lord, wherever you be." Listen, dearly beloved in
Christ, to the impassioned words in which this great Doctor, one of
the loftiest geniuses the world ever Baw,prays for his dear departed
mother.

"
0God of my heart,Inow beseech Thee for the bins of

my mother. Hear me through the merits of the wounds that hung
upon the woods of the Cross. May she then be ia peace with her
husband. Anddo thou, O Lord, inspire Thy servants, my brethren,
whom with voice and heart and penIserve, that as many as sball
read these lines may remember at thy altar Monica, thy servant."'" The souls of the dead," says the gentle St Bernard, '"dwell in
three different abides, according to the difference of their merits,
hell, Purgatory, and Paradise- InPurgatory they undergo expiatory
sufferings which dispose to redemption."

With tbe light of civilization andChristianity StAu^ustine, who
wasBent into Etiglaad by St Gregory the Great, taught our Bux >ti
forefathers the honour and iivocition of saints unJ devo'ioa to the
dead. St Patrick did the same ia faithful Ireland. la thnae. far
away lands at home splendid architectural piles, churches and
chantries, monasteries and convents were built and endowed by their
founders for the especial purpose thatprayers aad Masses should be
offered in them for ever in behalf of the donors when departed
This is more than enough to show tbat far from beiug a new
fangled view, the doctrine of Purgaiory an<ii prayer for the dea1 were
enforced in the earliest and what are cillad the parest ages of the
Church.

The most illustrious Fathers aad Djctors of the Cnu^ch treated
this beautiful doctrine not as a purely theoretic il principle, but as
an imperative duty, an act of daily piety, whi^h should be, as, in
fact, it was in tbe early a^ee of faitb, embcdied in the daily
exercises of devotion The dear departed were piavei for miming
andnight in the Divine 081;e, in the Holy Sicrifice at which our
Catholic forefathers made it a duty to assist every day of th'ir liveH.
On Sundays they did what we do to-day, they a*ked the prayersof
the congregation for the souls of the faithful departed. In excava-
ting the Roman catacombs many most interesting inscriptions bave
been brought to light. Many most touching in their pious simplicity,
implore peace and rest, and prayers for those over whosa sepulchre
the inscriptions had been placed. They are speaking meraonalu
proclaiming tbat the Church of God, at the very craile of her t xis-
tence, taught her children, as she teachts them to-day, to offer up
fervent prayers inbehalf of tbe dead.

The beautiful doctrine of Purgatory, logether with the practice
of prayingfor the dead is embodied in all themost ancient Liturgies
of the world. In the 4ih and Bib cc .tunes the heri si irehs Anu»,
Nestoriuß, and Butyches,snatchud countli-83 bourn from the centre of
unity which had hitherto and hippily united the churches in the
East and in the West. The sects founded by these wretched apos-
tates have since formed many distitci commuoiti s, etparatirjg lrom
the one and only Catholic Church in the E.at, as the Protestant
Churches, with tbeir hosts of offerings, have separa'ei from her in
the Wes', The Greek schismatic Church, of which the present Kubso-
Gieek Church is the offshoo', severed her connection with thi? Apos-
tolic See in the 9thcenturyunder the unhappy Pho ius. Now in all
theseLiturgies, that is to say in the established formu.ary of public
worship containing the aulhou«ed form uf prayers in the several
sees, we find formularies of prayers for tna dead, almost ldunucal
with those tobe found in our authorised Liturgical formulary, 'he
Homan Missal. Listen to this:

"Remember, O Lord, Thy servants
who are gone before us, with the sign of faith, and sleep in peace.
To these, OLord, and to all who rest in Christ, grant, webeseech
Thee, a place of refreshment, light and peace, through the same
Christ Jesus our Lord." During the Vatican Council the illustrious
Cardioal Gibbons called upon the Oriental Patriarchs and Bishnps,
belonging to Armenian, Onsldaic and Coptic, Maromte and
Rites. They all assured him that the sruismatic Cbustians uf tie
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Eaat »>niong whom thpy live, have, without exception, prayers and
sacrifices for the dead. Njwhow couli all these sects who huvebo
long bean sepnrated from the Church, have adopted the C*tnolio
practice of prajing for the dead, unless they knew that it hadcome
down from the Apostles T

Itmay not be ont of place to remark that the Jews, who, two
thou°and yearsago, offeredup prayers for the dead,still retain that
pioas practice in their Liturgy.

la justice to our separa'ed brethren, we must add that many,
better than their religion, are returning to tho faith of their fore-
fathers sis to the belief of Purgatory. Of l.te several English Pro-
testant works have beenpublished all bearing on the subject of Pur-
gatory. They all coutain prayers fur the dea i,andprovt from Oatho-
lic grounds the existence of a middle state after daatb, and the duty
of praying for the departed brethren. So true is this doctrine of
Purgatory that somein our own days go so far as to deny thathell is
eternal. Mow ahell which is not eternalmust be Purgatory, Lather
andCalvin declare their belief that the Apostles themselvesapproved
of prayers for the dead. Treating of the text of the belovedDisciple,
St John, ■'He that knowethhis brother tosin a sin whichisnot death
let him ask and life Bhall be given him who sinneth not to death."
Luther says:

"
Ibelieve that there is a Purgatory. lamcertain of

this truth, Ibelieve that the souls imprisoned there arehelped and
relieved by theprayersof the living.

la face of such strong scriptural and historical warrant for oar
belief in purgatory, it will doubtless occur tosome amongit you to
wonder bow the contrary opinion has gained ground among non-
Catholics? How England, though for some time after she bad
thrown off her allegiance to the true Church of the Bible and held
the Catholic dcctrine,so sooncaused this astounding assertion to be
inserted in her Thirty-nine Articles. '* The Romish dootrine con-
cerningpurgatory,pardons ... is a fond thing vainly invented
and grounded upon no warranty of scripture, bat rather repugnant
to the Word of God." From whomdid this lying article emanate!
Was it not from the apostit-) Crinm^r ? Is it not a stern, stubborn,
historical fact that this perjured priest, the first Protestant Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, wuuld fiia pinler to the passions of the
Protector Seymour, who had obtaiaed from a servile Parliament an
Act, in vinueof which he might seizi upon the rich foundations
male by out Ca'bo ie ancestors for M^ges tor the dead1 lanot the
Catholic doctrine of purgatory must reasonable, one m jst consoling
to the human heart? Is it doc a com'ort toknow tnat with the
fu'ier 1 lltes all i* not over between us and thjse who ware oace so
near and dear to us on e>rth? How dreary the religion which
would Bel up impassible barriers between the living and the dend1
Do not the very instincts of our heart urge us to follow our dead
beyond the cold grav« T Do not they tellus that in praying for our
dear departedones we are acting with the strongest scriptural and
historical grounds

—
with the voice of the whole Church from the

very dawn of her exis'ence1 Is it not a consolation to feel that if,
1 ke Augustino, we f> ndly watch over the couch of a dying mother
or father, we may, too, like Augustine, follow thosebeloved ones
evenbeyond the tomb by praying for the repose cf their souls?
Oh ! what a comfort for the gnef-strlcken soul to know tbat the
goldenbond of <he communion of saints still unites us to those who
fill aslerp in the Lord, and that, thinks to this holy communion, we
may still bold fonii converse with our dear departed, and help them
by our prayers and indulfiencts.

Oar late Laureate Fe ms to have grasped this Catholic feeling,
whenhe makns his hero Arthur, inhis last momcn'a thus addieia his
comrade in arms, Sir Bedivere:

"If thou shouldst uever s> c my face again,
Fray for my soul. More things are wroughtby prayer
Than this world dreams of. Wherefore let thy voicj
R se like a fountain for me Dight and day.
For wba< are men better than ahepp andgoa's
Tbat nourish a blind life within ihd brain,
If,knowing God, they lift not hanIs of prayer
B ith for thembelves and those who c »11 them fr cad ?
For so the whole round earth is every way
X unrt by gold chains nbout the feet of God.
But now, farewell. lamgoing a long way.* * " " *
Where I willheal ma of my grievous wound."

This it is, dearest itiChrist, wh'ch roba death of itibitterest sting
and enables uq to bearup under the sad separa ion of thosa who were
oncemore tous thin all the wir.d b-side.

To sum up what we ham hitherto said on the d ctrlne of Pargv
tory and devotion for the dta'i :— This doctrine and devotion are
grounded on the authon'y and teaching of the Bible. Enforced in
the Church of the O'ri Law, it is tqidlly so in the S.,n<goeue of to-
d i_v. Coming down fr >m 'he Ap lailep, is h*9 be in taught by the
FatbiM-t of the C'iuic iin eve<y ag;*n 1clim<j,whi.st tha Eist an1
the West have incorporatedit in tbeir Liturgies, It is proclaimed
and practise by tb* schismatic ihnstians scattered over differ*nt
pirts of the East It was the cher shed belief of every nation, civi-
lised add pa^an, Greek and Roman, Bri ish, Celt, or Saxon. Itis a
oevotion firmly beli vtd and fondiy treasured by the three hundred
million') of the children of the Calhol'c Ctiurch, as well as by nit a
few of the children of the Cbuich of England. What but pride or
presumption couldprefer a private opinion to this lmtnenHe weight,
cirr\intr with it,as it dons, the greatest learning, hlliness, and autho-
rity ? W.re v not a proof of impiety to hold back with sile t lip*
while the Catholic world is unceasingly sending up to the throne of
God an

"'
Eternal rjst give to them, O Lord

"
for our dear departed ?

Were it not cruelly cold, heartlessly cold, to refune a fervent player
for your dear departedfather or mother, sister or brother, wife or
hupbanJ, out of a mere, pn judice, »g<ut.s cv.rj Scrip ural, uistorical,. n1 logical Huthoi ity 1

(7o be concluded)
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