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Imparfection debars one trom entering the kingdom of heaven. Yot
death, it may be, mowed down many a Caristiaa sudlealy, without
& momeat wheretn to expiate their faults, Kven though they diad
after a lingering iliness, this very illness may bave been lo Lbhew a
frosh cause of offsnca, Ihere was a lank of patiencs to the end, a
want of self-deniil, of generons dztachm ut from creatares, of suh-
mgsion to God'm adorable will  Busides woll-kaown faulte, how
many secret sine uokaown to was ; nay m re, even lost mght of by
guilty seif ! But, it may be urged, they co.fessed them in lhe
paored tribunal of penancs. Trae, bat even then, have they fuily
satisfied the justice of God? David fell grievously, and ha repented
of his erime. God forgave him the guilt thereof, yet bad he not
long to expiate it by the greatest of sufferings? How, then ahall
we expect sach eouls to be admitted to God's kirgdom immediately
after demtb ? What sball be thewr lot T Bhall we condemn them to
bell? Is not the bare thought hateful to us and repugnant to the
infinite mercy and justica of Gd? Mereover, ia it not written
v Out of hell there s no redemption P "'

We may have withessed their faults, but have we not otten wit-
massed their hearsfalt garrow and humility ton? D ies nnt the Royal
Panlmiat proclaim this consoling t.ct: " A contrite and humible heart,
O God, Thou wilt not despize 1" {Ps, 50-18),

Is it aot then more ta harmoay with our thougkts of God's juatice
snd merey that there thould be a middle state for guch souls? H.ve
not all peoples belicved in such & state, and in the effieaey of prayer
offered in behalf of those condemned for a time to saffer theren,

You, too, dearly beloved brethren and e'i.dren in Christ, glory in
believing, with the inapired weiter, that it is 2 koly and a whole-
some thought Yo pray for the dead that they may be loosed from sins™
(i Mach, xii, 46). And 1if, at times, 1t secms strange that a God of
inficite goodnesa suff:r these holy Bouls to .inger 8o luog amid euch
fearful torments, marvel not, but recall to mizd the many and
striking examples recorded in the macred pages of the chastisements
inflicted by the Almighty oo what we call venial sin. His just anger
ppares neither Moses nor David. Nadab, Abtu, an i others fail in the

dogma is older th.n Christisnity, tbat it is unmistakably taaght in
the Old Testament. Open the icspired pages for the prool of our
agsertion. Do we not read in 12th chaprer of the second book of
Machubooe, verses 30 ‘o 46, that ove haodred aad fifty years bafors
the light of the Guepel dawced on the wo-ld, after a long and
rlorious wiztory, the first care of Judes Machabous was to pray to the
Lord in behalf of thoes of his brethren who died amid the trinmph
of war? Was he nct nfraid lest, though they fell fighting for God
and thiir country, seme sins they m«y have committed rendered them
displessing to the Almighty 7 Hear the very worda of Holy Writ &
The day following JSudas came . , to take away the bodies of them
that were slain and to bury them and making a gathering, he
sent twelve thousand drachme of silver to Jervsalem for sacrifice to be
offered forthe sins of the dead thinking well and religiously concerning
the resurrection, For if he had not hoped that those that were slain
should rise again, it would have seemed superfluows and vain to pray
Jur the dead  And becawse he considered that they who bad fallen
asleep eith gedliness, had great grace laid up for them. It iz there-
fore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they may
be loosed from 2ins,” Does notthe inspired penman here praise Judas
Machabaus for bie act of piety towards the dead! Does he not
presant him A a modet to futare ages?  Are not these striking words
of Holy Writ strong Scriptural grownds warrsating our belief in
Purgatny ! Do they not swoply prove its existence?! The dead lor
whom the Inspired Wiiter declares ita ho'y apd a wholesome thought
to pray are not 1u neaven. The cimiz'ne of heaven are confirmed in
grace, hence they c+n necd no prayers, It canuot be for the dead
who are banished to hell. For, confirmed in woe, the inmates of hetl
are beyond all hope of salvation, Wherefors, prayers for either
are useless, Again, the gins to be forgiven the dead by the prayers
uf the living are pot morts]. One single mortal ein were enough to
nurl the offeuder iato the deptbs of hell. The demons were damned
for one emngle sin of pride. If the sins from which the dead ars
delivered through the prayers of the living are not mortal then they
mnst be vemal gins. If venial, they are enough tu prevent those

observance of mere ceremonial rites under the O'd Law, in matters, | dying with such staing on rheir goul from entering into the kingdom
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too, ol seemingly little import, and 1n circumstances which should
apparently excuse thom. Yet God's dread ire fe!l beavily upon them,
Ozia thoughtleasly stretches forth bis haad to uphold the tottering
Ark, when, lo! ke is immediately stroek dead 1n the aight and to the
great coosternation of the whole people! Why all thig severity ?
Because the swful pority of God’s msjesty so deeply abbors the le st
b'emish, th «t, were wa able to clos~ for ever the dreal gates of hell,
save all who are burniag therein, free Pargatory and secure 1he sal-
vation of all maskind by telling one little, tne Jeast lie, it ware
uolawful t) do so. For, whatever aceidenta! glory the Almighty
migbt receive from the salvation of 80 ma y myriads, it would oot
adequately atone for the outraye inflicted upan the Gudhead by Lbia
siogle violation of truth,

Lat us basten to coosider other grounds of our belief in the
besutiful devotion for the dead, From tne remotest tim-=s till the
fatal schism of the sixteenth century, the dogma of Purgatory was
believed and cherishel everywhere throungaout the Chrnstian
world, Cosarchaa and cloisters were everywh sre reared, rich foands-
tions were made vividly Lo reminl the survivors of their ob igation
to pray for the departed, Covetous men gloated over the sight of
the spoils which would fall to their lot if the dogma of Purgatory
could be denied. Hence the wicked aesertion that it was an 1ngova-
tion, a new.fangled doctrine due to the wilss of & crafty and
depigning priesthood, and the ignorant simpliciry of a esperstitious
and priest-ridden people, Hence the ary which wasat once taken up
and repeated to our own days:  Purgatory has peuher Beriptoral
nor bistorical grounde to warrant oat beltel therein,” The dogma of
of Purgatory an innovation? Prayers for the dead a new.fangled
docirine! Far from this,
older than Christisnity ireelf. The dogma of Purgatory and prayers
for the desd are clearly taught 1n the Old and obviously 1mplied n
the New Testament, They ure to by found io the writiugs of the
¢t f Fathers and Doctors of the Cburch  Embuolicd 1n sll the
ancient Liturgies of the Kaat and the West, they are taught 1n all

the religious systems «f old, whilst the doctrine 18 one of the most
reagonable and coneoling to the buman beart, We bave said that the
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af heaven, For 1t 18 of falth Lhat ¢ fhere shall not enter into it
anytiong defiled " (Apoc. 2xi, 27), Yet such fauite and defilement
must be expated and atoned for. The dead cannot expiate them in
this world, They must do 50 10 the next, in the place of expiation,
which we call Purgatory, If we pray for them, we hasten their
deliverance and do *'a holy and & wholesome thing,” Whst have the
sa-called reformers dore to ematch this and other nn leeq gloriouy
monuments of vor fumith fiom the C tholic Chureh? Findiag it
impossible to wesken the furce of the forepoing paseage, like an
unserupulous criminal io presence of an adverse witness, they boldly
denied the bouks of the Mashabees to be canonical. Yot we know
that these very books have the esme asuthority as the boly Goapels or
any other part of the Bible. On whbat other authority save that of
the Catbolic Church rests the Canon of Holy Writ? Long centuries
before the sad echiem of the sixteenth century snatched go meny
childres from the bosom of 1he true Church, lang before there wag
sny diepute about Purgatory or prayers for the dead, was not the
CatbolicCLutch every where recognised as thesole depository, the faith-
ful guardian of the Word of God contained in the sacred pages of Holy

We fenriesaly proclmm 1bat they are -

Writ? Wase it vot throngh her jodgment alone that the world knew
what was canoniesl or not? What nght had anyone to reject 1he
authority of booka whreh for sixteen hundred years Christ's Infallible
Chburch had prooouneed lo be inspired ] What right save the fact
that these inspired books condemoed their opinions which were the
offepring of their arrogant piide, and the canae of their unnatoral
1evolt] Rut waiving for the moment 1he question of (heir inapira-
tion, who weuld dare depy their teuthiulpess as grand historieal
| monumen's, proving to a demoostration, tbat to pray and offer

gucrifice for the dead was the prevailing praciice amorg the Jewst
#urthi rmore we koo w that our b'essed Lord came “not to destroy
but to perlect the law.” He wonld purify the Jewish Chureh from
ali false traditic He condemus the Pharisees for probibiting
wurks of chatity va the 8abbath dwy. He rebukes them for theip
maby (nuovations 1n doctrine and diseiplice, ae we may see 10 the 25th

chapter of the Goepel according tu Bt Matthew, But nowhere does
He ever recbuke the Jews for iheir beliel 1n a middie state, or in
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