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imperfectiondebars one from entering the kingdom of heaven. Yet
death,it may be,mowed down many a Garistiaa suddenly, without
amoment wherein to expiate their faults. Kven though they died
after a lingering illness, this rery illness may have been io Ibetu a
fresh causeof offsnea. Fh^ro was a la^k of pauencj to the end, a
want of self-deniil, of generous d^tauhin ul from creature^, of sub-
misaioa to God's adorable will B^Ues well-known faulty how
many secret ei-ia unknown to man; nay m re, even lost sight of by
guilty self? But, it may be urged, they confessed them in the
Bacred tribunal of penance. True, bat even then, have they fully
satisfied the justice of God ? David fell grievously, and he repented
of his crime. God forgave him the guilt thereof, yet had he not
long to expiate it by the greatest of sufferings? How, then shall
weexpect such souls tobe admitted to God'a kingdom immediately
after death ? What shall be their lot ? Shall wecondemn them to
hell ? Is not the bare thought hateful to us andrepugnant to the
infinite mercy and justice of G>d ? Mereover, is it not written
'\Outofliell there is no redemption?

"
We mayhave witnessed their faults, but have wenot often wit-

nessed their heartfelt sarrow and humility too? D )es not the Royal
Psalmist proclaim this consoling f «ct :

" A contrite andhumile heart,
0God, Thou wilt not despise?" (Pa,50-18).

Is it not then more in harmoay with our thoughts of God's justice
and mercy that there thonld be a middle state for such boulb? H<ve
not all peoplesbelitvtdin such a state, and ia the efficacy of prayer
offered in behalf of those condemned for a time to suffer therein.
Yon, too, dearly beloved brethren and clidr»nin Christ, glory ia
believing, with tbe inspired writer, that "it is a holy and a ivholc-
some thought +o prayfor the dead that they may be loosed from sins

"

(li Macb.xii, 46). Ami if, at times, it SHems strange that a God of
infinite goodness suffer these holy souls to linger 83 long amid such
fearful torments, marvel not, but recall to mind the tnaoy and
striking examplesrecorded ia the sacred pages of the chastisements
inflicted by tbe Almighty on what we call venial sin. His just anger
spares neither Moses nor David. Nadab, Abiu, an\ others fail in the
observance of mere ceremonial rites under the Old Law,ia mutters,

dogma ia older th-.ii Christianity, thatit ia unmistakably taught in
the Old Testament. Open the inspirod pages for the proof of onr
assertion. Do we not read in 12th chapter of the second book of
Machabp.c0, verges 39 'o 46, that one hundred nod fifty years before
the light of the Gospel dawned on the *old, after a long and
glorious victory, the first care of Judas Machab°us was topray to the
Lord in behalf of thoso of his brethren who died«mid the triumph
of war1 Was he n< t hfraid lest, though they fell fighting for God
and their country, some pini they m»y havecommitted rendered them
displeasing tothe Almighty ? Hear the very woHs of Holy Writ!
'Jhe dayfollowing Judas came . , to take ayvay the bodies of them
that were slain and to bury then . . and making a gathering, he
sent twelve thousanddrachms of silver to Jerusalem for sacrifice to be
offered for thesins #/'the dead thinking well andreligiously concerning
the resurrection. For if he had not hoped that tlwse that were slain
should tise again, it would have seemed superfluous and vain to pray
for the dead And because he considered that they who had fallen
asleep withgodliness, hadgreat grace laidup for them. Itis there-
fore a holy and wholesome thought topray for the dead tiiat they may
be loosedfrom sins." Does not the inspiredpenman here praiseJudas
|Machabeus for bis act of piety towards tbe dead ? Does he not
present him as a model to future ages ? Arenot these striking words
of Holy Writ strong Scriptural grounds warranting onr belief in
PurgAtojy? Do they not amply prove its existence? The dead lor
whom the InnpiredWntur declares ita hoy and a wholesome thought
to pray arenot m heaven. The criz*nsof heavenare confirmed in
grace, hence they c^n netd no prayers. It cannot be for the dead
who arebanished to bell. For, confirmed in woe, the inmates of hell
are beyond all hope of salvation. Wherefore, prayers for either
are useless, Again, the sins to be forgiven the dead by the prayers
of the living are not mortal. One single mortal sin wereenough to
hurl the offender into the depthsof hell. The demons were damned
for one single sin of pride. If the sins from which the dead are
delivered through the prayers uf the living are not mortal then they
must be venial sins. If venial, they are enough to prevent those
dying withsuch stains on th^tr soul from entering into the kingdom

too, of Beeroingly little import,and in circumstances which should
apparently excusethem. Yet God's dread ire fell heavily upon them.
Ozia thoughtlessly stretches forth bis hand to uphold the tottering
Ark, when, lo! he is immediately strnck dt'ail inthe sight and to the
great consternation of the whole people1 Why all this severity ?
Because the awful parity of God's majesty so deeply abhors the le >st
b'emish, thit, were we able to cloa^ for evtr the dreaIgates of bell,
save all who are burning therein, free Purgatwry and secure 'he sal-
Tation of all maakind by telling one littU>, tie least he. it were
unlawful t) do so. For, whatever accidental glory the Almigh'y
might receWe from the salvation of so ma y m)na<ie, it would not
adequately atone for the outrage inflicted upju the Gjdhendby ibis
single violation of troth.

Let us hasten to consider other grounds of our belief in the
beautiful demotion for the daad. Frjm tie reouteat tim^s till the
fa*al schism of the sixteenth century, the dogma of Purgatory was
believed and cherished everywhere tbrougaout the Christian
world. Oourchts and cloisters were everywhira rearei, rich founda-
tions weremade vividly to remini the survivorso: their ob igation
to pray for the departed, Covetous men gloated over the sight of
the spoils which would fall to their lot if the dogma of Purgatory

; could be denied. Hence the wicked assertion that it was an mnova-
I tion, a new-fangled doctrine due to the wiles of a crafty and
> designing priesthood,and the ignorant simphci'y of a superstitious
: and priest-riddenpeople. Hence the cry which wasat once taken up
j and repeated toour own days:" Purgatory has neither Scriptural
j nor historical grounds to warrant our belief therein," The dogma of

of Purgatory an innovation? Prayers for tbe dead a new-fangled
doctrine! Far from this. We fearlessly proclaim that they aie

older than Christianity itself. The dogma of Purgatory and piayers
for the dead are clearly taught in the Old and obviounly implied in
the New Testament. They are to ba fou'id in the writingsof the
Cii'f Fathers and Dodors of the Cbun-h Embodied in all the
ancient Liturgies of the East and the West, they are taught in all
the religious systems <f old, whilst the doctrine is one of the mobt
reasonable and consoling to the human beart. We have said that the

of heaven. For it is of faith that "There shallnot enter into it
anything defiled" (Apoc.xxi, 27). Yet such faults and defilement
must be expiatedand atoned for. The dead cannot expiate them in
this world, They must do bo iq the next, in the place of expiation,
which we call Purgatory. If we pray for them, we hasten their
deliverance and do"a holy and a wholesome thine;." What have the
80-called reformers dore to enatch this and other ni less glorious
monuments of our fmth fiotn the C tholic Church ? Finding it
impossible to weaken the force of the foregoing passage, like an
unscrupulous ciiminal io presence of an adverse witness, they boldly
denied thebooks of the Maebabeea to be canonical. Ydt we know
that these very books have the same authority as theholy Gospels or
any other part of the Bible. On whatother authority gave that of
the Catholic Church rests the Canon of Holy Writ 1 Longcenturies
before the sad schism of the sixteenth century snatched so many
children from the bosom of ihe true Church, long before there was
any dispute about Purgatory or prayers for the dead, wasnot the
Catholic CLuicheverywhere recognised asthesole depository, thefaith-
fulguardian of the Word of God containedin the sacred pages ofHoly
Writ? Was itcot through her judgment alone that the world knew
what was canonical or not? What right had anyone toreject theauthority of books which for sixteen hnndred yearsChrist's Infallible
Church had pronounced to be inspired? What right save the fact
that theee inspired books condemned their opinions which were the
offspring of tr.eir arrogant piide, and the cause of their unnatural
ievolt? But waiving for the moment ibe question of their inspira-
tion, who wculd dare deny their truthfulness as grand historical
monumen's, proving to a dtmonstraiion, that to pray and offer
Bncrifice for the dead was the prevailing practice amocg the Jews?
Furthermore we kn< w that our b'essed Lord came '"

not to destroy
but to ptrfect ihe law." He would purify the Jewish Church from
all false traditic lie condemns the Pharisees for prohibiting
woiks of chanty ou the Sabbath day. He rebukes them for their
many innovations indoctrineanddiscipline, as wemay see in the 25th
chapter of the Goßpel according to 8tMatthew. But nowhere doesHe ever rebuke the Jews for their belief ina middle atate or in
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|| | An aristooratic name does not prevent us fromkeeping the Stock to suit all classes

xi ..r-nr-n " F^ S^k. °f custoiiK'i's. Rich iiiul ))oor iirt! alike WelcomeSURELY NEVER! RO O I aml so arc tho Mul(llc Class Folk-
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71 &EORaE STREET, DUNEDIN.

J. McKAY, IYopriutor.


