
end itshonld be found that the Christian Brothers and their pupils
receive a larger measure of redresa andof reform inconsequence of
tbedelay, we will be able to say that 'out of evilcometh good,'and
we shall be very happy to forget the incident, andbe prepared to
turn overa new leaf inourminds."

The recent death of Mr Thomas Dugdale Curry
of the Evening Standard, recalls an episodeof the
Franco-German warwhicb, although it was of a
minor natureand confined to private life, web not

without some wider interest— for Irish people particularly. Mr
Onrry at the time was sub-editor of Galignani's Messenger, an Eng-
lish paper,as everyoneknows, publishedin Paris'. He was arrested
on a charge of sympathy with the Germans, based on the fact thathe
wasknown tobe a graduate of the University of Bonn, and to retain
a friendly feeling for thepeopleamong whom he hadbeen educated.
It wasin the anger caused by the defeat— the debdole of which Zola
has written

—
and little evidence was needed or sought for. The

prisoner stoodin imminent danger of being shot, and inall proba-
bility wonldhave suffered this penalty bat for the spiritedconduct of
his wife. This lady—

a daughter of tbe late James Perrin, Bsq:J.P.,
of Leinster Lodge, in the County Kildare, and niece of the late
Bight HonLouis Perrin, formerly justice of the Queen's Bench-
lost no time in appealing, as an Irishwoman, to tbe consideration of
the military authorities. She, however, met with some rough treat-
ment in the task, andit may well be imagined that it required a
heroic effort on the partof a lady of a somewhat exceptional refine-
ment and delicacy, togo for days from oneguard room to another in
the middle of a soldiery who regarded her as a representativeof the
people against whom they were incensed. The reward of a brave
womanand a good wife was that at length the authorities recognised
her right asan Irishwomaa toa favourablehearing and her husband
wasreleased. The fact that, at such a time, andunder such circum-
stances,Fiench sympathy for Irelandobtained an expressionappears
tous worthy of record.

The Ballarat correspondent of the Melbourne Age of February
9, records he deathof a gentleman, who,lie says,had been connected
with the youDg Ireland Party,aal associated with Thorn \s Francis
Meagher, Charles Gavan Duffy, and othere. The name is not fami-
liar tous in this connection, though the associations of its bearer
bespeak for him,as a young Irelander,no common independenceand
Btrengtb of character. The gentleman referred to is the late Mr R.
Le Poer Trench, a retired judge of the County Court, who died soms
three or four weeks ago atthe age of 83, Deceased, says the corres-
pondent, wasa son of the lite Hon and Very Rev Charles Le Poer
Trench, D.D., Archdeacon of Ballinasloe, and grandson of the first
Karlof Clancarty. That statement alone, we should say,proveshow
completely inadmitting national sympathieshe must have departed
from tbetraditions of bis family. Archdeacon Trench, besides, if we
may judge from the manner in which bis memory survived, was a
man of a somewhatremarkablepersonality. Mr Trench, whose poli-
tical falling off musthave lost for him the support of a family influ-
ence inIreland little,if anything, inferior to that of the Beresfords,
bad nevertheless a prosperous career in Victoria. "Sir Graham
(then Mr}Beny," says the correspondent," when forming his first
Government in 1875, appointed Mr Treucb, who did not occupy a
seat in Parliament, tis /Utorney-General, and in 1877, when Mr
Berry organised his second Government, Mr Trench was again
placed incharge of the Crown Law Department. In 1878 be was
raised to the dignity of Q.C, and in1880 he was appointed County
Court judge, Healso discharged the duties of Lmd Tax Commis-
sioner." Btmething, however, possibly a good deal, he must have
sacrificed for the sake of Ireland, and, therefore, his m mory deserves
fromus a word of resptct.

"
The deceased leaves a family of five

—
three daughters and two sons. One of tbe latter la an officer in the
Grown Lands departmentof New bouth Wales. Mr Trench, in pro-
fessional circles andin privatelife, wasremarkable for his amiable
and kindly disposition,and thenews of his death will cjuso regret
in a wide circle."

Here is an anecdote of "Bully" Egan— a wJI-knowo Dublin
characer of the last century

—
tbat, seems worth reproduction. We

find itinan old volume of tne Irish Penny Journal
—

bat itUparti-
nent to the existing situa ion. Kgiu, at tbe time when the Bill for
theUnion was underdebate, waschairman of Kilmainham. He was
expected to support tbe Bill, and he looked opon dismissal from his
place as certain should he oppose it. " However," says the Journal,"" when the time for the division had arrived,his love of country pre-
ponderating overhis love ol pelf,he votedagainst themeasure,exult-
logly exclaiming 'Ireland for ever,and Kilmainham to the devil.'
Doubtlefii since Bully Bgan's days many po)r lellowi bave repeated
his words— andbad goodcause to do so.

The work of providing for tbe spiritual needs of Catholic sailorß
has now been actively taken up in iNew York. A leadingroom for
tbeir use has been openedat 296, W. Tentb-street. it is in the very
btartof Ibesetmeu'B district,

John Joseph, by the Grace of God and favoub op the
Apostolic See,Bishop of Chbistchubch.

to the clergy,seculab akd regtjlaband faithful of the
said diocese health andbenediction inthe lobd.

Dearly BelovedBrethren andChildren inJesus Chbist :—
One of the most touching and consoling characteristics of our Holy
Church is embodied and shown forthin the beautiful dogma which
is the outcome of the Jcommunion of saints. Soaring beyond this
world of sense, we are, thanks *o this sublime doctrine,enabled to
hold familiar converse with our fellow members of thatmystical
body whereof Christ Jesus is the supreme head.

Our relations with the Church Triumphant consist in blessing
and praising God for their earthly triumphs and heavenly crowns,
and in imploring their powerful help to follow in their footsteps,
winning like victories here below, and securing like immortal
crown; hereafter. Of those who depart this life in a state which
excludes them from tee via'on of God, some bear on their brow the
indelible stamp of mortal ein ;others, though not stript of grace
areeither sullied withsome slight stain,or tavenot yet fully atoned
for those the eternal guilt whereof baa been already remitted.

With the former we have nought to do. They have died at
enmity with their Creator. They have heard theawfulsentenceof,
condemnationpronouncedagainst them,and, objectsof the wrathot
an outraged God,are now, alas, lost, hopelessly lost in the flames of
hellI But with the latter we have the most intimate relationsof
duty and affection. At the approach of the holy seasonof Lent
which, this year,begirs on Ash Wednesday,February the 27th,and
ends on Holy Saturday, the 13th of April, it were well for na to
dwell upon much that is impliedin thesemost intimate relations.

With the Bible before us, sound theology, the writings of the
Fathers and well known ascetical writers as our guide, letus implore
the help of oar dearest Lady,of the great St Joseph,and of the
whole Church Triumphant, whilst we strive to increase our faith,
our love, and sympathy in behalf of the poor suffering souls in
Purgatory.

Tbus shall wepractically realise with the inspiredpenman, that"
Itis thereforeaholy anda wholesome thought topray for the dead,

that tliey may be loosed from sins
"

Let us first consider someof
the grounds of our belief in this consoling doctrine. We may then
mediiate on the terrible natureof the sufferings endured by the
souls in Purgatory, and oo the claims they have uponour charity.
These claims, which areso many motives, too,impelling us todevo-
tion for the dead, arise from their dignity and merit in the sight of
God, aswell as from their relationshipwith us.

Ever docile to the voice of holy Mother Church, the divinely
appointed witness and guardian and teacher of all truth, the devout
Catholic finds nodifficulty in admitting the consoling doctrine of
Purgatory. He readily believes inamiddle stateof souls whodepart
this life in God's grace, yet not without some slight stains which
retard theirentrance into thekingdom of heaven, whilst consigning
them to a temporary placeof punishment. He believes that while
thus detained, they still rpmainmembers of that mystical body of
which Jesua Christ is the invisible head, and are, consequently
helpedby tbeprayersand good woikß of their fellow members of the
Church uponearth.

The light of reasonno less than that of faith leads him to this
belief. Is it not written

"Nothing defiled shall enter into flic
kingdom of heaven1

" (Apoc.xxi. 27) "none but the cleanof heart
shall see Godl

" (Mat. v. 8) and, deapite the heroism of their lives,
arenot the very just declared to

"
fall seven timesi

"
(Prov xii17).

Now we know that the least sin is a defilement, a stain on tLat
purity required to enter upon the Beatific vision. We see the
Almighty obviously alluding to the cleansing flames of Purgatory,
when he declares that they "shall not go out from, thence till tJiey
pay the last farthing

" (Matt v 26). So, too, the Apostleasserting,
that

" some shall be saved,yetso as by fire "(1 Cor iii 15). We
know that God is infinitely juat and infinitely holy " the searcherof
hearts and reins" (Ps vii 10). Where we see the moat dazz'ing
perfection He nny behold nought but blemishes. For, He mill
judge justices" He will not, He cannot suffer the least taint or
imperfection to abide withHim inheaven. We know, too, that His
goodness is infinite, that Hia mercy hath no limits, and thatHe is
too just and bountiful to doom the upright with the wicked; to
punish alike slight faults and grievous transgressions; to treat alike
truepenitents and wilfully obstinate reprobates. Bearing all thiß in
mind, what shall we think of the thousands who daily go forth from
the land of the living to the valley of the dead,passing from time
to eternity ? Shall we place them all in the realms of
theblessed ? Have wenotoftenbeen witnesses, aye,forsoothpartners
of their guilt? H,w many wilful omissions, faultsor imperfections in
their very exercises of piety, in the fulfillingof tbe ordinary dutiesof
their state? How many breaches of charity,slight backbitings or un-
truthfulnes9 ? Now wemust never forget that the least defilement or
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