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ond it ghould be found that the Christian Brothers asd their pupils
recelve a larger mensure of redress and of teform in consequence of
the delay, wa will be able to eay that * out of evil cometh good,’ and
we shall be very happy to forget the incident, and be prepared to
taro uver a new leaf in our minds.”

THE recent death of Mr Thormaas Dugdale Curry
of the Evening Standard recslls an episode of the
Prance-German war which, altbough it was of a
minor nature and conflned to private life, wee not
without some wider interest—for Irish people particularly, Mr
Cnrry st the time was sub-editor of Galignani’s Messenger, an Eng-
lish paper, as everyone knows, published in Patis, He was ariested
on & charge of sympathy with the Germane, based on the fact that he
was known to be s graduate of the Uaiversily of Bonn, and to retain
a friendly feeling for the people among whom ke bed besn educated.
It was in the anger caused by the defeat—the débiole of which Zola
has written—and little evidence was needed or sought for. The
prisoner stood in imminent danger of being shot, and in all proba-
bility wonld have suffered this penalty bnt forthe spirited conduct of
his wife. This lady--a daughter of the late James Perrin, Bisq: J.P.,
of Leinster Lodge, in the County Kildare, and niece of the late
Right Hon Lounis Perrin, formerly justice of the Queen's Bench-—
lost no time io appealing, as an Irishwoman, to the consideration of
the malitary authorities. She, however, met with some rongh treat-
ment in the task, and it may well ba imsgined tbat it required a
heroic effort on the part of a lady of a eomewhat excoptional refine-
ment and delicacy, to go for days from one guard room to another in
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' the middle of a soldiery who regarded her as & representative of the

pecple sgainst whom they were incensed, The reward of a brave
woman and a good wife was that st length the anthorities recognised
ber right as an Irishwoman to a favourable hearing end her hasband
was released, The fact that, at sach a time, and ander such circum-
stances, French sympathy for Ireland obtained an expression appears
to us worlhy of record.

The Ballarat correspondent of the Melbourne dge of Febroary
9, records he death of a gentleman, who, he says, had been connected
with the young Ireland Party, aud nssicisted with Thomie Francis
Meagher, Charles Gavan Duffy, and others, The name i3 not fami-
liar to up in this conumection, though the asscciations of its bearer
beppeak for him, as a young Irelander, 10 common indepevdence and
sirength of character., The gentleman referred to ia the late Mr K.
Le Poer Trench, a retired judge of the Couoty Court, who died som
three or four weeks agu at the age of 83, Deceased, says the corres-
pondent, wad a son of the late Hon and Very Bev Charles Le Poer
Trench, D.D., Archdeacon of Ballinasloe, and grandson of ihbe first
Karl of Olancarty., That statement alone, we should say, proves how
completely in admitting nationsl sympathics he must hava departed
from the traditions of hia family, Archdeacon Trench, besides, if we
may judge from the maoner in which bis memory suryived, was a
man of & somewhat remarkable peraonality, Mr Trench, whose poli-
tical Ialling off must have lost for him the support of & family infla-
wnce in Ireland listle, it anybiog, inferior to that of the Beresfords,
had nevertheless & prosperans carcer in Victoria. '* 8ir Graham
(then ¥r) Beny,” says the correspondeut, " wheu forming his firat
Government in 1875, appointed Mre Frevch, who did oot occupy &
geat in Parliament, &is Attoraey-General, and 1 1877, when Mr
Berry organised his second Government, Mr Trench was agaio
placed in charge of the Crown Law Department, In 1873 pe waa
raised to the dignity of Q.C., and in 1880 he was appointed Connby
Court judge, He also dischbarged the duties of Lind Tax Coxmis-
sioner.”” Sumething, however, possibly a goud deal, be must have
sacrificed for the sake of Ireland, and, therefore, his m mory deserven
from us a word of respect. ' The deceased leaves a family of five~
three daughters and twosons, Oas of tbe latter 1a an officer in the
Crown Lauds department of New bdouth Wales, Mr Trench, in pro-
fessional circles and in private Life, wae remarkable for his amiable
aud kindly disposition, and tbe news of his death will ciuse regret
in & wide circle,”

Here is an anecdote of “ Buily " Egan—a will-kaowa Dablin
charac'er of the last century—that seems worth reproduction, We
find it in an old volume of toe Irish Peany Jourrsl-—buat it is psrti-
nent to the existing situa ion. Kgau, at the time when the Bill for
the Union was nnder debate, was chairman of Kilmainbam. He wag
expected to support the Bill, and bhe logked vpon diamiseal from bis
place a8 certain should he oppose it, * However,” saya tha Journal,
# when the time for the division had arrived, his love of conantry pre-
pouderatiog over his Jove ol pelf, he voted against the mansare, exuli-
1ogly exclaimiog * Ireland for ever, and Kilmainham to the devil.’ ™
Duubtiess sirce Bully Egan's days many poox fellows bave re peated
his worde—apd bad good cause to dov s0.

Tha work of providing for the epiritusl needs of Catholic sailors
hat nuw been sctively takeo up 1o New Yurk. A eading room for
their nse bag been opened &t 296, W, Tensb-strect. 1t is in the very
peart of (be sesmen’s distnet,
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JouN JosEPH, EY THE GRACE 0F GOD AND FAVOUR OF THE
APosroLIC SupR, BisHOP OF UHRISTCHURCH,

To THE GLERGY, SECULAR AND REGULAR AND FATTHFUL OF THE
8AID CIOCESH HEALTH AND BENEDIOTION IN THE LORD,
DEaRLY BELOVED BRETHREN AND CHILDREN IN JESUS CHBIST i-—
ONF of the most touching and consoling characteristice of our Holy
Ohureh is embodied and shown forth in the beautifal dogma which
is the cutcome of the lcommunicon of saints, Boaring beyond this
world of sense, we are, thanke to this sublime doctrine, enabled to
hold fumiliar converse with our fellow wembers of that mysatiesl

body whereof Chrigt Jesus is the anpreme head.

Our relations with the Charch Triumphant consist in blessing
gnd praising God for their earthly triumphs and heavenly crowns,
and in imploring their powerful help to follow in their footsteps,
winning like victories here below, and securing like immortal
crowns hereafter. Of those who depart tbis life in a state which
excludes them from toe via'om of God, some bear on their brow the
indelible stamp of mortal ein ; others, though not stript of grace
are either snllied with some slight etain, or tave not yst fully atoned
for those the eternal guilt whereof bas been already remitied,

With the former we bave nonght to do. They bave died at
enmity with their Creator. They bave heard the awfnl sentence of,
condemnation prononnced against them, and, objecte of the wrath ot
an ontraged God, are now, alas, loat, hopelessly lost in the flames of
hell! Buat with the latter we have the most intimate relations of
duty and affaction. At the approach of the holy season of Lent
which, this year, begire on Ash Wednesday, February the 27th, and
ends on Holy Saturday, the 13th of April, it were well for ns to
dwell npon much that is implied in these most intimate relations,

With the Bible before us, sound theology, the writings of the
Feihers and well known ascetical writers as our guide, let us implora
the help of onr dearest Lady, of the great Bt Joseph, and of the
whole Crhurch Triumphant, whilst we strive to incresse our faith,
our love, and sympathy in behalf of the poor suffering sculs in
Purgatory,

Tnua shall we practically realise with the inspired peomas, that
“ It is therefore o holy and & whelesome thought to pray for the dead,
that they may be loesed from sins Let ua firet consider some of
the grounds of our belief in this coosoling doctrine, We may then
medilate on the terrible nature of the sofferings endured by the
souls in Pargatory, and on the claims they have upon oux charity,
These claims, wbich are so many motives, too, impelling us to devo-
tion for the dead, arise from their dignity and merit in the sight of
God, a8 well as from their relationship with na.

Ever docile to the voice of holy Mother Ohurch, the divinely
appointed witness and guardian and teacher of all trath, the devont
Qatholic fiads no difficulty in admitting the consoling doetrine of
Puargatory., He readily believes in a middle state of souls who depart
this life in God's grace, yet not withont some elight stains which
retard their entrance into the kingdom of heaven, whilat consigning
them to a temporary place of punishment, He believes that while
thus detained, they still remain members of that mystical body of
which Jesus Christ is the invietble head, and are, consequently
helped by tbe prayers and good worke of their fellow members of the
Churca upon earth,

The light of reason no lees than that of faith leade him to thia
belief, Is it not written * Nething dofilod shall emier into the
Eingdom of heaven? " (Apoc, xx1. 27) “none but the clean of heart
shall see God 1" (Mat. v. 8) and, despite the heroiem of their lives,
are not the very just declared to ' fall seven times!” (Prov xii 17),
Now we know that the least sln is a defilement, a stain on tbat
parity required to enter upou the Bestific vision. Wo sea the
Almighty obviously alluding to the cleansing flames of Purgatory,
when he declares that they ' shall not go out from thence till they
pay the last farthing™ (Mats v 26). Bo, too, the Apoatle ssserting,
that “ some shall be saved, yotso as by fire ¥ (1 Cor iii 15). We
know that God is infinitely just acd infinitely holy ‘' the searcher of
hearts and veing” (Ps vil 10), Where we see the most dozz'ing
perfection He may bekold nought bat blemishes, Faor, He nill
Judge justices.” He will not, He caonot guffer the least taint or
jmperfectiot to abide with Him in heaven, We know, too, that His
goodoess is infinite, that His mercy hath no limits, and that He is
too just and bountifal to doom the upright with the wicked; to
punish alike slight fanlte and grievous transgressions ; to treat alike
true penitents and wilfally obstinate reprobates. Bearing all this in
mind. what shall we think of the thousands who daily go forth from
the Jand of the liviog to the valley of the dead, passing Irom time
to eternity I Shall we place them all in the realms of
the blessed ! Yave we not often besn witnesses, aye, forsocth partners
of their guilt? H,w many wilful omissions, faults or imperfections in
their very exercises of piety, ia the fulfilling of the ordinary duties of
their state! How many breachea of charity, slight backbitinge or un-

trathininess ? Now we must never forget that the loast defilement or
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