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Turrent Topics

AT HOME AND ABROAD,

IN the Nincteentl Centwry for November, Mr John
wHAT HAB E. Redmocd asks this question, and gives & view of
BECOME OF  the situation that at least deserves repetition. Mr

HOME EULE! Bedmoaod refers to the suggestion of supporters of
the Goveroment, and even of some of their mem-

bets, that tha next object of the Liberals should be the ending or
mending of the Houss of Lords. He admits that a plausible cass
may be made out for this. Hut, he aske, does anyone believe that,
without a revolation, the Honse of Lords conld be abolished within
the next fifty yearsa? KEven the taking away of their veto could not
ba effected without convunlsing Eagland from snd to end. Home
Rule wonld be dead and buried, he eays, before it was accomplished,
#The population of Ireland would have been reduced by snother
million, a fresh causs for cutting down still further the Irish repre-
sentation at Westminstor being thereby furnished ; and thus the last
gtate of that conntry would be worae than the firet,” Neither Eng-
1and, Beotland, nor Wales, explains Mir Redmound, has now, where
each is personally concerned, any just cauas for rising against the
Lords. The veto bhas only been exercised againet Irish Bills, Greaf
Britain got all she wanted with the exception of the Employers
Liability Bill, and she would have got that if Government had
omitted one sub.gection, on which workingmen and even Liberal
Members were divided, Mr Bedmond claims that an earnest of the
failure he predicts hns already been given, in that of the agitation
bagun by a meeting in Hyde Park soon after the rising of Parliament
—and which was almost laughed out of existence. The writer con-
tands that it is not necessary in the loteresta of Home Rals to end or
mend the Lords. The Lords, he says, never persisted in resisting
the country. They invariably succumbed to the force of public
opision, “If the next election shonld result in & clear verdict in
favonr of Home REule, obtained on & clear issae, the House of Lords
must and will saccamb again,” Bui would the 2nd Chamber set up
in their stead be equally powerleas? aske the writer. ' The new
Houee of Lorde, or whatever it might be called, might well bacome
almost the equal of the Honge of Commons, and might, perhaps, be
st the same time more anti-Iriah.” Therefors, the party of which
the writer is a lender pleada for *“an early dissolotion and a direct
appeal to the constituencies, on the isene of Home Rale unencom-
bered, as far as possible, with other isenes, so that the House of Lords
may oot again bave any excuse for asying that the country voted not
on Home Role, baot on other questions, and on that ground again
refuse to pass a Home Rule Bill.” Mr Bedmond deaies that the
Liberal party have fulfilled their pledge to Ireland of making the
trinmpb of the Home Rule policy their great aim until it was secared,
He, again, deniea that the Liberals of Great Britain have anything to
demand as urgent for them as Homs Rale is for Ireland, ** The con-
cession of Home Bule is vital not oaly to the peaca and contentment,
but to the very existence of Ireland as a nation.” Asto the argu-
ment that the Liberals will be beaten if they go to the conntry on
the pingle isene of Home Rule, Mr Redmond poiats to the patent
fact that the longer & Ministry remains in office the lees its chanca of
obtaining a renewed lease of power—and the more certsin it i8 to
augment the nomber of its envenomed foee, *“ It maffers from ita
very virtuas,” * Besides, even if the Liberals won on a composite
programme, the result woaid in all probability be no advantage to
Ireland, The House of Lords might egain say, as it eaid after the
last geceral election, that the country did not vote so much upon
other guestions and might again reject A Home Rule Bill on that pre-
tenco,” And sven if the Liberals were beaten on the single isene of
Home Rale, it would be better for Ireland than that they should win
oo tha other issue, The condition of things in Ireland st present is
that whils Home Rule has been put off into tha ! infinite azure of
the fatnre,” Usatle governwent remains what it wag in the days of
Mr Baltoar, the administrators of the law for the most part, aa well
a8 the spirit of their administration, being the sama, The only dif-
ference is that, whereas a considerable amount o! public money was

PHCENIX BISCUITS & CONFECTIONERY

spent, or anthorfsed to be spent, ia Mr Balfonr's time on publie
abjects, there is nothing spent in that way now, and that wheraas, in
Mr Balfonr’s tims, the whols National party was arrayed ageinst the
Government, now a great portion of that party tolerates in that
Government acts and omissions Jwhich formerly it wounld have
denonnced, while corruption sod demoralisation are working their
way silently but surely, by reason of the bribes held out, in the shape
of petty bonoura and offices of emolument, to various persous who,
under 8 Unionist »dgime, would be ashamed or nfraid to touch them,"
A new coercion régime, in short, Mr Redmoud declares, would be pre-
ferable to a coatinuance of this state of things, as again combin-
ing the strength of the National party sgainat the foreign domina-
tion. PBatter, he says, it should] ba repsated, * than that s Liberal
majority should be retaraed to hang up Home Rule once more, and
at the aame time to paralyse, at least for some yesrs, the NMational
movemant againat foreign rule by poisoning some of the vary springe
from which such e movement must always derive & great part of ite
strength and vitality.” Mr Redmoad oconcludes by advocating a
return to the meana by which Homae Bule wae, in 1886, foroed into
the first place among the nrgent political qnestions of the day—that
i blocking the business and paralysing the action of Paalinment,
The writer quotes Mr (ladstone as approving of this messure. * He
expressly said that he was not surprised at it, and that he could nok
complain of it; and if be is atill » genuine Home Ruler, a3 one must
believe him to be, he muet be both surprised and disgusted to find its
promulgation by an Independent party mada a ground of compisint
agaiust them now by professing Irieh Nationalists in regard to whom
he predicted—asguredly in the hope that they would falfil his pre-
diction—that they would continue to ‘block the way' till the
' primary ’ question of Hume Rule waa satisfactorily settled.”

“IN the prohibition Btates of America (writea Max
ODDS ANDENDS, ('Bell ia the North Amsrican Review for Novem-

ber) I bave seen men driok liguor like castor oil, out
of little graduated glasses, in the drug stores, Kverybody in America
knows that thigisso, Once a day, after lecturing, I take a littie stimua
lant, & glase of hot grog, In the prohibition Btates 1 had to take it
behind the connter of a chemist, or down in the cellar of the hotel,
On one occasion it was sent to my bedroom, carefully wrapped up ia
brown paper with a label, 'the mixtore ag before.’™ © This,”" eays
the writer, ** is truly edifyingt It seems to me that the sly obtain-
ing and drinking of epirita in this fasbion ia likely to do as much
barm to & young man's moral character as even the deam itself
could do to his body,” Mr O'Bell draws the following moral :—
 Bat this in always the attitode of Anglo-Saxon pharisaiem, *Let
us hide certain failings out of eight and pretend to the worll that
they do not exist, while we draw attention to our virtugs and pray
for the conversion of the French.”

As to the views of My J, E, Redmond which we have quoted,
they seem to us founded oua fact. We have all along feared that in
lookiog to an sbolition or an emendation of the House of Lords for
the success of Home Bale, the friands of Ireland were over-sanguiae,
Conceroing that Mr Redmond certainly does not exaggerate. The
fact is, disheartening thongh it may be to fase it, that the fight, in all
probability, remains to be fought over again. A united phalanx
under the guidance of & leader qualified for the task must once more,
a8 Mr Redmond insists, block, for the ealvation of their country, the
businesa of the House of Qommons. The difficnlty, meantime, seems
to bein the discovery of a leader, We have the utmost respect and
admiration in varions ways for Mr Justin M*Jarthy. But he has had
ampla time now to give proofs of the necossary qualifications, It
is evident that he has neither the tact to unite mor the streogth
to control, Mr Paroell, in short, though the expression ot
hiz disapproval was uojustifisble in manner, has been justified
by the results in his condempation, if not in his ridicule, of
the pguccessor to him, as 8och, who hed been choren.
Mr Redmond, we eay, seeme to take a tolerably corréet view of the
gitnation, Let us bope that the necessity of the hour may bringz to
the front the man duly qualified to meet it,

Mr Gladstone, in hia translation of Horage, has met with the
common fate of euch trapslators, His work iz a failure, Most of
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