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deecribed the system uvnder which the convict population were
poverned, and while it bad much to recommend it, yet there was a
great weakness in the system, inasmuch as the yonpg lad of 17 was
placed in company wiih the most Lardened crimical, thos meking
reform aimost ao wwpos-tbihiy, Tone conviews bad a greal aubipally
to work. and ratber than do any, they inflicted injnuries upon thems
seives go that they waould bz went {0, the haspital. The oa's punssh-
ment that had any terrors for them was impnssnment 1o s durk cell
with & diet of bread and water and a bare board for & bed. The
lecluter vaussd coumdersbnie amusemenl Ly (e Lumolous way 1o
which he described how the convie's made a propnssl tu mar-y, for
on the islacd there is a saotilement of women . well as of men, a~d
these men asd women arc permitted to marry if they fee! eo disposed
~that is when they have served their teerma of imprisonment, There
is & fine cath=dral, szveral churches, including a Presbyterian churceh,
oo the island, the latter beicg the only church besides the Ramasn
Catholic represented in the settlement, The natives gave the party
8 hearty welcome, They bave been brovght under the irfluence of
Christianity, and it was in coonection with the jubiiee of 1ta intro-
duction among them that the visit to New Caledonia was made,
The Istand of Pioes, some 70 miles from New Caledonia, wes vivited
and describ:d, as wag aleo one of the islacds of the New Hebrides
groop, Fiji was lik -wise vieited, and the lecturer gave a particu-
larly interesting description of the Fijian avd his mcde of
living, and the varions customs which prevailed among
them. He described the peculiar manner 1 which they painted
their bodies, sometimea one egide black and aoother red, or striped
red and blue alternately, while eome wete altogether black with the
exception of a red paicted nose. But the glery of the Fijian was his
kair, in which be took a special pride. The lecturer referred to the
preduocts of the isiand, and pointed out the almost upending uses to
which the cocoannt tree was put by the natives. The manncr in
which the kava (the whiskey of all these islanders) was made was
also amuringly descr.bed. But we bave not space enongh to refer tn
half of what the lecturer mentioned 1n his two hourg' degeript on of
what ke gaw on hie trip; all we can aid 1= that the lecture was both
interesting and iuslroctive throughout, the andicoce markwog their
sppreciation at its conclusion by a hearty vote of thanks”

The proeseds of the above lecture are to be dev tel to the
parochial schocl fund, Therc has bees a notable falhiog off 1o the
payment of achool fees this sear. In the cise of some f.milies this1a
due, ne doubt, to the bsd season we have experienced, but I foel
bound to say that 1n many cages it is due to groses carelvssness, The
deficiency had become so great as to ecansa our zealous parish priest
to speak last Soodey 1o rather forcib’e terms to the defaclting parente,
e wrged them to make the oeceseary sacrifices toenable the devoted
Bieters of Bt Joseph to continue the work of educatieg thewr children
with the sucezss, which until now, has attended their noble and se.f-
sacrificing efforts. 1 bave cften heard of the geceroeity of the
VWaimate people, but when [ consider that more than owne half f the
parents do not pay tbeir school frez, I £} to Bee where *Le genercs ity
comes in, It 15, 1ndeed, sad to know that when we bave ruch splen.
did schoals orgzamized and conducted by theose who want 1o retorn
merely the necessaries of life, there are parents who, while taking the
fullest advantage of all the opportun.ties aff rded to them. contribute
nothing or make noc sacrifice, however small, to assist the cause of
Cathohe educanion, aad to prevent our childier from losing their
faith, I hope that the appeal whicn was made to the Catholics of
this parish last Sunday wiil be resnon led to, and that there will be
no cause for complaint in the furore, It 13 the intentisn of Tev
Father BRegnanlt to Jdeliver his intereating lecture in some of the
country distrete, acd I hope that all those who can be present
will make an «ffrt to po and a-sist in 8y nohle a canse, The
lecture. a8 you wiil see by the above repott, 13 ¢irtainly well worth
heariog, and bristles with ancedotes bo'b humourcus and pithetie,

1 hear that our new presbytery will suon be commenced, the
tanders are to be recaved on Welnceday next. 1 may 3e able to
tell you more on a future oceasion.

The pedeetrian Graodin, who walked over 14 000 kilometres in
America and Furope. 18 apout lo embark for Africa, where he
intends ty endeavour to walk from Oran to Timbncton, erossing the
dreaded Bahara. ©n the way he will be accompanied by tan picket
men, non-commssioned officers, representing both gervices,

At 8an Sebastian, the watering-rlacs where the Spauish Royal
Family passes the summer they are now organising an [nfagt Army
to welcoms the youog King on his artival, Young Alfonso, mou.ated
on a hit'le pony, will review the army, which conasts of 400 boya of
from five to e:ght yeare of wge, It has beem rectmited from the
Basque Provinees  ihe infant soldiers waar a bloe amform with red
cap, and earry emall guns manufactored for tbem. All classes are
vapresented, from the general’s son to the workman's sun, ‘Lhe
chief of the corps of sappers and miners 18 u boy of five years of aze,
A band composed of tiflty boys of ages racging from five lo seven, ia
taking lessons, and can already p'ay the National Anthem and some
otber popolar marches The miniatare srmy 18 composed of six
compaanies, each with its captain and henteninta,

: Dublin Hotes.

(Fiow Cuulemporaiies,)

BIR CHARLES GAvaX DUrry, after a visit of a couple of weeke, hag
laft London for Kice, The veteran does not Lope ever to see Loadon
again, or, at least, be has ao intentien of paying it agcther visit, and
go he bade a last farewell to his mest iotimate {riende ie the metro-
poiis, He premded a2t & mestoz of toe comatrtes of the Irish
Laterary Suciety (of w 1ch he is prosident), et B'ecomebury Mansion,
and when bhe unexpee elly snnonneed that 1t was probably the lant
the mrmbers would :ee of bim, and teadered bie resignation as presi.
dent, an affecting scece to .k place, He presented the committes
wi h an interesting collection of suutographs aod lLiterary relics and
cnvize which he collected in the course of his hfe, The eollection
wiil be exhibited 1n the coming winter, and, if deemed advisable,
will be afterwards fold for the benefit of the New Irish Library,

The Armagh Orange papers, in treating of the recent rowdyism
in Armagh, as expected, corroborate and add to the mis-statements
which have already bzen circulated in the Orange Press, These
inaignificant productions would not really be worth noticing were it
not to expose the means they employ in endeavooring to blackan the
Catholics of Armagh in the eyes of the public and to create bed feel-
ing in the city, The {rmagh Guardian, & Protestant orgav, foitg
eredit, admits that ' the Presbyterians of Arwaph bad the fuolleat
confiience that their children wounld not be interfered with, and
their anticipations were correct,” It goeson to say that ** not a hand
was rawses towarda a child or one of the party.” And again—* Those
lalies who did not wat for the procession, but brought their ehil.
dren on, were met with kindly wishes that a pleasant day had been
speot. ani not a single word said to annoy them.”

The Uniocists of North Aptrim have thonght it betler to ask Mr
Conoor to retain the g»a’, a2 he was willing to do if they go desired,
They have shown moch good eense in this, though, to be sure, small
tbanks are due to the 2ame party for preferring to hide the political
ragg 10to which their garments would be certain to be well torn.
Then, again, Mr Cocnor will continue to make a much more respec.
tab'e representative thano any one the pariy would be likely to get to
step ints his shues, This is the great and powerful Uniovist party,
you know !

“ Mr Hesly was warmly coogratulated ia the lobby,” says the
Star, ' upon tae excellenca of his speech on the Evicted Tenants® Bill,
One of his colleagues was so carned away by enthoziasm asto declars
that it was tha finest oratonieal effort which bal been heard at St
3 ephen's sing> Mr Gladstone's valedictory address, Whether thig
was 20 or not there is no doubr the member fer North Louth was
never heard to botter advantag -, and the fact is the more no*eworthy
becanse he fullowed direct'y upon Mr Chamberlatn  As a rule thers
is a geceral exodus from the House when Mr Chamberlain sits down,
Evergbady watted to hear Mr Healy, aud the lobby was deserted
uotil be bad finished. As soon as he conli escape from the fuiicita.
tions of bis friends, \Mr Healy wade for bis favourite corner in the
library to diepose of his correspondence for the evening. At all
times the persosification of conlness, he ever scems more sslf.pos.
gessed than af.er a socecssful coup,

Lady Aberdeen’s report of the resuit of the invesligations m«de
by the lrish Inlagtries Acssciation icto the condition of the people
of Achi.l shou'd stir the public, whose pympathy was roused by tha
reeent drgaster, to help forward the work of permanect improvement
10 tteraani, Toe deputation from tre association vimted the isiand
to 8 e whather aomething couid not be done to provide empioyment
for the people—and espectally for the youny wom n and girla—~in
their own homes. They " have ¢ me to tho sad couclusion that it i
prac ically usvleea to endcevour to introdice any home injustries
w.th nny chancz of sugcsess, unler the presant circuwmstances of the
people,”  Yet Lady Ab.rdeen does not duegpair. The prerent is a
moment whea an attempt to changs those conditions that make the
outlook app=ar go black would, in her opinion, probably meet with
rucces3, Hhe sees ia the representative Maonsion House Commit'es g
body that conld well achieve what 18 required, 181t be properly supported
by the pubhic; and vbe entreats 8 genercus responde to the appesal of
the committae, ' A strong pull and a long pull and a pull altogether
is needed, if a real anj abid.nz change io the conditioa of the island
a8 a whole is to be effected.”  The letter is coe more service rendered
t> the pezazantry of the West by the Countess of Aberdeen ; and ws
ara certain her testimony in favour of the obj:cts of the Mansiom
Housa (ommattee will secure widesp eal sopport throughout the
United Kiogdom

The Insh Literary Bociety, Loodon, which ¢ :ntinues to progress
very satisfactorily, 18 the subject of many enlogtstic paragraphs in the
London Press, The (hrilian, the orzan of the Civil Service very pleased
to eee that tue Civil Service 18 atronyly represen’ed in the society, " Of
theofficers,” 1t declares, ' the hon secretary, Mr, A P.Graves, sonof (he
B'shop of Limerickind anthor of the renywoed song, * Fatker O'Flynn,




