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AT HOME AND ABROAD,
e

A LECTURE, delivered to the Dunedin Catholic
PROFES8OR GIL- Literary Society on Wednesday evening, Auguet
BAY ON DB 28 by Professor Gilray, of tbe Otago University,
JOHNSON, was ooe of the priocipsl events 1o the Society'a
career. The subject wes Dr Johneon, ani ita treat-
ment wae extremely able, The lectarcr gave an admirable summary
of the life and character of the great, big-bearted, manly, honest
English man of lettera—refreshing their memory pleasantly to those
among his hearers who had read Boswell's famoue book, and making
those who had not acquainted with its conteuts i a manner to arouse
their interest and iceite their study, Other scnrces, however, begides
the principal fountain of information, had been sought by the
lestnrar, go that bhis pictare might have complete fulness and faith-
falress, and the living man, in all his power, bumour, originality ant
oddity, was placed vividly before the listencrs, as only one who had
lovingly and wirh perfect nnderstanding lingered losg in bis presence
could place it there. A chief merit of the lecture—as, in fact, was
afterwards pointed out—coneisted in the wise nnd measared conden.
sation, which, from so vast a quantity of matter, bad chosen in due
proportion, and enlarged po single feature at the expense of another,
For onr own part what pleased us best was that which was more
especially the epeaker's own —- what had wmore e pecislly
passed throogh the alembie of his mind, and received the
tmpress of bis particalar talent—that ie, his criticiam of the work
done by the renowned writer. His vindication of Johnscn's style,
for instance, from the accusation of inflation that has been brought
agsinat it, wan strikingly able. Profeseor Gilray is plainly cof the
opinion that & man who presumes to offar ideag to the world is
bound to express them plainly and clear'y. He very aptly con-
demned a good deal that is otherwise put furward at the prosent time
with much preteosion. A “ Germanising jargon,” il we recollect
aright, he called i*, not that we at all understood the lecturer as
addreesing a word of contempt to the Jermun langusge in ite own
peculiar guise or io ite proper place—but that bardly needs explana-
tion, The Profcssor afterwards spoke of Brewniog as the instance,
par excellencs, of obsoure writing, Browning, however, may perhaps
claim a poetic license, though when 4 man has a message to deliver
to the race, and the poet who kas not is improperly called a poct, he
peems little excusable in wrappiag it up in dark words, Browning's
obscurity of language, moreovar, Beems to hevae been a conceit, So
moch, forfexample, seems certainly implied iu his reply to Lord
Coleridge, that, 1f ten per cent of what he wrote was underatcod by
an 1ntellect of the calibre of that of hie correspondent, it was all ihat
could be expreted, The poet, ncvertheless, may possikly claim a
license &ll his own. What appeara wholly witbout excuss is that
the writer of pross shonld assume a similar privilege, and write so a8
to convicee the reader attempting to understand bim that, if he him-
self really undets'ood bie thoughts, he was acting oo the prisciple
ascribed to Prince Talleyrand and using lang .age to conceal them,
In hie criticiam also, the nice discrimina'ion shown by Professor
Gilray in his narrative wad observed. Nothing could ba better
chosen than the paesage selected by him, that from thas * Life of
Pope,” in which the merits of the post are contrasted with those of
Dryden—to illustrate the conclusions arrived at by him as to Dr
Johnson's place a8 a writer, There, indead, is a paseage of classic
dignity and eimplicity. Terseness, fulnese of matter, clearness of
style, vigour of expression, and force of antithesis, could find no fiver
example, Thare is language, not employed in grotesgue coneeit, or
in apiog foreign idiome,;but straight and bonest, drawn from a well
of Eoglish undefiled, not used to concea! thought, but revealing it
beyond even the dedire of the wri er, who deprecates the partiality
which in spite of himsef he has wade apparent, Thers is bope,
therefore, ntili for English prose. Profoseor Gilray speaka cheerfally
of the renewed coosideration commandred by Dr Johnaon in the world
of literature, Of the appreciation referrcd to, indeed, the lecturer o
hig own person gave a polabla proof and is a manner thoroughly
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to betake themselves to studies that mnst produce such & resuit, In
every respect, we say again, the lecture wai most able, entertaining,
and profitable,

WE publish in another place a epeech dalivered iwo
or three weeka ago at & meeling of the Irish
National Federation in Wellington, by the }ion Mr
M‘Cullough, ML.C. We do so under protest,
stroeg and emphatic,) where ope paseage of the
apeegh is concerned—the stronger and the more emphatic becanse the
sentiments expresszd were allowed to pasa uachallenged by a meet.
ing largely consisting of Catholics, Thers wagneither a hiss to mark
dissension when the words were spcken, nor an amendment to reject
them when the resolutions were passed, On this we aro unable to
corgratulate the Catholic portinn of the aulience. It i}l befita
Catholica anywhere to ehow a pusiilanimouns apirit when there is a
question of their religion or their prieathood, Those who have
teard the speech to which we allnde, or who read it now, as reported
in our celumne, will have no diffi:ulty in percervicg the passage
which we refer to, 1t is that in which the epesker, with come alight
attempt to appear impurtial, made a bitter artack on the Irish Catho.
lic clergy. Otbver clergize, we understand, were brought in $o sct sa
a clepk, For the * hesds of all the chorehes,” to whom the speaker
especially addressed a word of advice, we muy rcal the Pope, But
we already know how the Pope is ready to receive)the Hon Mr
M¢Cullough’s kind suggestion, Ths Pope, for hia part, has very fully
given the world to understand that in his eyes the spiritual and the
phiitical are elosely connected. The priest, he said for example the
other day, must Jeave the presbytery and come cut a mong the people,
Lst Mr M'Culloughand those who sy mpathise withhim find theiranswer
in that. Whet, indeed, at the presentday, does the political separated
from the spiritual tend towards, if not the dismal and murderoua sbyes
of anarchy ¥ Why, again, shoald the priest ren>unes his privileges as
acitizen? To demand this of him is to caet a slur upon religion and
emulate theapirit of the Continental revolotionict, This is a taint that
Catholics will everywhere indignantly repudiate, Cardinal Logue, &
few weeks aiuce, in speaking at Limerick, alladed to this proposals
“Ha resd oot assure them,” he giid, * that if thers was nothing to
be done for the country—the temp.ral intereste of the country—and
if all the claims of the counutry were securel, there was no one in
Ireland wonld more gladly retire within the rails of the Banctuary
than he wounld ; but so long a8 the prople were struggling —the people
who were the maiostay of the prients, he thnght it oatural for the
prieats to join with the people and narch shoulder to shonlder with
them, and keeping them withip tle bounds of what is just and righg
and coost:tutional aad in every other respect to eoter with then,
with all the energy they can command into the grand struggle that
1& being made by tbe Irish people for freedom.” We do not presume
to add anything to his Eminence’s worde, IDiut it might be thought
that what was implied in Mr M'Culloogh'a argument itsel? would
bring indignant remonetrance and rejection to the lips of every 1rish
Catbolic who heard it The priest, he said in ¢ffect, has been
your friend wnd stay in the past. When you had no other friend the
soggarth areon stood beside you and belped you—often laid down hin
life for you. Who but he, the patron of the hedge school], and the
protector and instructor of the hedge achoolmaster, gave your fathers
goch & share of education as they had, and gaided and inspirited you
ontil be and you foreed your canse upon the attention o} the men in
power ! Buf, now yon have gaioed strength through his devotion and
fidelity to stand alone, turn yoor back upon bim ; treat him ga the
stool by which yon bave moanted, and kick him from beneath yonr
feet, Bcll him to buy the support of bigots.—We cannot congratu.
late the Irish Catholic listeners who heard such an exhortation with-
out & hiss or an amendment of rejection or remonstrance, For
onr own part we repudiate it utterly aod proteat with all our force
against it,

0H | NOT AT
ALL, Mr
M CULLOUGH,

Tag Weskly Fresman of Jaly 27, publishea & letter
in whith Mr Timothy Quinlan O'Btien, secretary
of the Danniston Branch of the Irish Naticnoal
Federation, acqoaints Mr Jobhn Dillon with the
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calenlated 1o communicats it to his hearers, or at leset to induce them | formation of tha branch. The Freeman in a leader lays much stress

PHCENIX BISCUITS & CONFECTIONERY
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