
to betake themselves to studies that must produce such a result. In
every respect, we say again, the lecture was most able, entertaining,
and profitable.

We publishin another place a speechdelivered two
or three weeks ago at a meeting of the Iriita
National Federation in Wellington, bj theHon Mr
M'Cullough, W.L.O. We do bo under protest,
strong and emphatic,iwhere one passage of the

speechiB concerned— the stronger and the moreemphatic because the
sentiments expressed were allowed to pass unchallenged by ameet*
ing largely consisting of Catholics. There wasneither ahiss tomark
dissension when the words were spoken,nor an amendment toreject
them when the resolutions were passed. On this we are unable to
corgratulate the Catholic portion of the auiience. It ill befiti
Catholics anywhere to show a pusillanimous spirit when there is a
question of their religion or their priesthood. Those who hare
heard the speech to which we allude, or who readit now, as reported
in our column", will have no difficulty in perceiving the passage
which werefer to. It is that in which the speaker, with comeslight
flttempt to appear impartial,made a bitter attack on the Irish Catho-
lic clergy. Otber clergies, we understand, werebrought in to actM
a cloak. For the

''
heads of all the churches," to whom the speaker

especially addressed a word of advice, we may read the Pope. But
we already know how the Pope is ready to receivej.the Hon Mr
M'Callough's kindsuggestion. Th3Pope, for hia part, has very fully
given the world to understand that in his eyes the spiritual and the
political areclosely connected. The priest,he said for example the
other day, must leave the presbytery andcome out amongthe people,
LstMr M'Culloughand thosewho sympathise withhim findtheiranswer
in tba\ What, indeed,at the presentday, doesthepoliticalseparated
from the spiritual tend towards, ifuot the dismal and murderous tbysi
of anarchy ? Why, again,should thepriest renDuncehis privileges ai
a citizen1 To demand this of him is to cast a slurupon religion and
emulate thespirit of the Continentalrevolutionist. This is a taintthat
Catholics will everywhere indignantly repudiate, CardinalLogue, a
few weeks since, in speaking atLimerick, alluded to this proposal*
"He ceed not assure them," he sud," that if there was nothing to
be done for the country

—
the temporal interests of the country

—
and

if all the claims of the country were secure}, there wai no one in
Ireland would more gladly retire within the rails of the Sanctuary
than he would;but so long as thepeoplewere struggling

—
the people

who were themainstay of the prie^tP, he thmght it natural for the
priests to j jin with the people and mnrch shoulder to shoulder with
them, and keeping them within tLe bounds of whatis just and right
and constitutional aad in every other respect to eoter with them
with all the energy they can command into the grand struggle that
isbeing made by the Irish people for freedom." We do not presume
to add anything to his Eminence's words. But it might be thought
that what wasimplied in Mr M'Cullongh'a argument itself would
bring indignant remonstranceandrejection to the lips of everyIrish
Catholic who heard it The priest, he said in tffect, has been
your friend tmd stay in the past. When you bidnoother friend the
soggarth aroon stood beside you andhelpedyou

—
oftenlaid downhis

life for jou. Who but he, thepatron of thehedge school, and the
protector and instructor of the hedge schoolmaster, gave your father■
such a share of education as they had,and guided and inspiritedyou
until he and you forced your causeupon the attentionof themen in
power ? But, nowyouhave gained strength through his devotionand
fidelity to stand alone, turn yoor back uponhim ; treat him as the
stool by which you havemounted, and kick him from beneathyour
feet. Sell him to buy the support of bigots.

—
We cannot congratu-

late the Irish Catholic listeners who heard such an exhortationwith*
out a bids or an amendment of rejection or remonstrance. For
our own part werepudiate itutterly aod protest with allour force
against it.

The Weekly Freeman ofJuly 27,publishesa letter
in which Mr Timothy Qulnlan O'Brien, secretary
of the Denniston Branch of the Irish National
Federation, acquaints Mr John Dillon with the

formation of tha branch. The Ireeman ina leader lays much strew

Current Topics
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

A lecture, delivered to the Dunedin Catholic
Literary Bociety on Wednesday evening, Augurt
28, by Professor Gilray, of the Otago University,
was one of the principaleventß in the Society's
career. The subject was Dr Johnson, and its treat-

ment was extremely able. The lecturer gave an admirable summary
of the life and character of the great, big-hearted, manly, honest
English man of letters— refreshing their memory pleasantly to those
among his hearers whohad read Boswell's famous book, and making
those whohad not acquainted with its contents io amanner toarouse
their interest and incite their Btudy. Other sources,however,besides
the principal fountain of information, had baen sought by the
lecturer, so that bis picturemight hays complete fulness and faith-
fnlcess, and the living man, inall his power, humour, originality and
oddity, wasplaced vividly before the listeners, as only one who had
lovingly and wi'h perfect understanding lingered long iahia presence
could place it there. A chief merit of the lecture

— as,in fact, was
afterwardspointedout— coneiated in the wise and measured conden-
sation, which, from so vast a quantity of matter, had chosen in due
proportion, and enlarged do single feature at the expense of another.
For our ownpart what pleased us best was that which was more
especially the speaker's own

—
what had more e-pecially

passed through the alembic of hia mind, and received the
impress of his particular talent

—
that is, his criticism of the work

doneby the renowned writer. His vindication of Johnson's style,
for instance, from the accusation of inflation that has been brought
against it, was strikingly able. Professor Gilray is plainly of the
opinion that a man who presumes to offer ideaß to the world is
bound to express them plainly and clear'y. He very aptly con-
demneda good deal that ia otherwise put forward at the present time
with much pretension. A (l Germanising jargon," if we recollect
aright, he called i', not that we at all understood the lecturer as
addressing a word of contempt to the German language in its own
peculiarguise or in its proper place— but that hardly needs explana-
tion. The Professor afterwards spoke of Browning hs the instance,
par excellence,of obscure writing. Browuing, however,mayperhaps
claim a poetic license, though when aman has a message to deliver
to the race,and the poet whohas not is improperly called a poet, he
seemslittle excusable in wrappijg it up in dark words. Browning's
obscurity of language, moreover,Beems to have been a conceit. So
much, for^example, seems certainly implied iv his reply to Lord
Coleridge, that, if ten per cent of whathe wrote was undersiood by
anintellect of the calibre of that of his correspondent,it was all th&t
could be expfcted. The pact, nevertheless, may possibly claim a
licdnse all bis own. Wh&r appears wholly without excuse is that
the writer of prose should assume a similar privilege, and write so as
to convince the reader attemptingto understand him that, if hs him-
Belf ically understood hiß thoughts, he was acting on theprinciple
ascribed to Prince Talleyrand and using lan^^e toconceal them.
In hia criticism al&o, the nice discriminaion shown by Profesfor
Gilray in his narrative was observed. Nothing could be better
choßen than the passage selected by him, that from the " Life of
Pope," in which the merits of the pobt are contrasted with those of
Dryden

—
to illustrate the conclusions arrived at by him as to Dr

Johnson'splace as a writer. There, indeed, is a passage of classic
dignity and simplicity. Ter&eness, fulness of matter, clearness of
ityle,vigour of expression,and force of antithesis, could findno finer
example. There is language, not employed in grotesque conceit, or
in aping foreign idiomp,*but straight and bones*-, drawn from a well
of English undefined, not used to conceal thought, but revealing it
beyond tven the desire of the wrier,i er, who deprecates the partiality
which in spite of himself he has made apparent. There is hope,
therefore,still for English prose. Professor Gilray speaks cheerfully
of the renewed considerationcommanded by Dr Johnson in the world
of literature. Of the appreciationreferred to, indeed,the lecturer in

his ownperson gave a notable proof and ia a manner thoroughly
calculatedto communicat9it to hi» hearers,or atleast to iuduce them
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