
CATHOLIC NEWS.

ears of the French people cannot be defeated by the cry until the
religions garb again has its place by the bedsidei of the sick and
dying. Vital interests areat stake,and numbers of baptized Catho-
lics die daily, decied religious httlp in their last moments. But
apart from the purely religious Bide of the question,Bince the Sister
of Charity as a ministering angel has been replacedby the irreligious
hireling, cases of cruelty and of culpab'eneglect sometimes occur in
Ihe French uospi.als which are an ouliage on tLe instincts of
humanity. One such has just occurred. It is worthyof notice that
lay nurseß and infirmarians of both rexes are now chosen oftener
than otherwise from the scum of society. The case in point is a
proof of this. One, Redureau, guardian of theBicG re Hospital,has
just been condemned tosix month's imprisonment for having liter-
ally boiled to death a patient ina hot bath. This man's antece-
dents were that he had been five times condemned for theft and
other offences before being raised to a post of trust and responsi-
bility in one of tbe principal Paris hospitals. The unhappy victim
of his culpable negligence, which negligence in this case amounted
torevolting cruelty, was a madman who had tobekept in tbebath
by anappliance called the tablier de force. This appliance was laid
on, leaving theman's head alone free. Tbe guardian then turned on
the hot-water tap by mistake, and instead of remaining by the
patient as bis duty was, left the room. Some time after, the
sufferer's shrieks drew to thespot another gnardian, whose evidence
was that on taking themanoatof the bath, the ekia peeled from
bis body, and the water w&s red with blood. Well may the Abbe
Gamier and others with him pleadwith accents that come from the
heart for the returnof the Sisters of Charity to thehoipitali.

"YOUR LIFE IS NOT WORTH A STRAW."

(From the Catholic Times )
The French Senate agreed, by146 votes to 100, to boldan annual
national festivalio honour of Joanof Arc daring the second week in
May.

The Anzeijer of Einsiedeln announces that Madame Bees, of
Ratisbonne,has been cured of paralysis, after having gone on a pil-
grimage to that ancient and famous Swiss shrine.

The health of the Holy Fathercontinues remarkably good. A
special correspondentwho was very close to him at the reception of
thepilgrims whohavebeen visiting Rome to commemorate the Pius
IX.Centenary, sayshis Holiness appeared tobe full of life andanni-
mation.

The first Caravan of White Sisters set out onTuesday, June 12,
from Paris for the great lakes in Equatorial Africa, where Mgr.
Livinhac's Congregationof Brothers have founded missions for the
liberationofslaves.

The celebrationof the Centenary of Pius IX has so far proved
extraordinarilysuccessful, The members of the deputationsreceived
by the Holy Father, Leo XIII., numbered rive thousand. Half of
them were from Italy; the rest from variouscountries. About two
hundreddioceses were represented.

By a decree of Propaganda, the missions of Basutolandhavebeen
detached from the Vicariate of the Orange Free State and made a
PtrfectureApostolic. The first Prefect Apostolicof Basutolandis the
Very Rev FatherMonginoux, 0.M.1.

Mgr. Korum, Bishop of TreveP,has published abook recording" the miracles andextraordinarygraces" made manifest during the
exhibition of the Holy Coat in 1891. The Bishop gives documents
anddata,andallows facts to speak for themselves.

The solemnities at Argenteuil, inhonour of the Holy Tunic of
our Lord, whichsince Whitsun weekhasbeen drawing pilgrims from
all parts, werebrought to a close onSunday,June10 Mgr.Bourret,
Archbishop of Rodez,hadreturned from Rome Justin time to preside
at the closing ceremonies. For the last time,perhaps, for years to
come the sacred memorial of ourLord's Passion wasexposed to the
reverent gaze of many thousands, The crowds assembled to venerate
this relic havebeen compared ineffect to the crowds that assemble at
Lourdes. An association called a guard of honour andconsisting of
Pontifical Guards has lately been founded in honour of tbe Holy
Tunic of Argenteuil. Mgr. Bourret,in going to Rome toreceive the
Cardinal's hat, took with him some gifts to Leo XIII. Oce was the
trifling presentof two franc?, given him by a littlemountain-bred lad
expressely for theHoly Father, and which the childhadcollected sou
by sou. Another was the sum of 250 franca given by a poor servant-
womanof Rouergne.

Tbe address of the English Hierarchy to the Holy Father in
acknowledgment of the ncyclical on the Holy Scriptures, the
official text of which reachedus too late for publicationlast week,
▼try appropriately lays stress go tbe zealfor the Btudy of theBible
displayed from the earliest times by the Catholic Church in this
land. This zeal was manifested inmany waysandat various epochs.
The Councilof Clevehoe, which wa9 held in 747, following out the
commands and admonitions ot the Blessed Pope Zachary,ordained
that in all the schools of tbe country the youth 6hould be "urged
and exercised" in the love of Holy Scripture. The 'growth and
progressof Oriental and Biblical studies at Oxford werein tbe firtt
instance due to the encouragement of Popes Clement V and John
XXII,and Archbishop Reynoldsof Canterbury and bis suffragans.
Infact, the two specially prominent characteristics of Catholicism
inEngland in pre-"Reformation

"
days, were devotion to tbe See of

Peter, and soundnessof Biblical knowledge. The Encyclical of Leo
XIIIwas therefore, thoroughly in harmony not only with tbe policy
of his predecessorson the Papal throne, but also with English
Catholic tradition.

Tbe cry is being raisedby tbe Abbe Gamier and his party for
thereturn of tbe Sisters of Charity to tbe hospitals. Itii a pity the

Not worthastraw, eh1 Then it was worth just nothing— nothing
at all. Who has not used that comparison a thousand times to
express absolute wortblessnesß 7 Aatraw ? The windblows itaway,
fire burns it np,cattle tread itin the mud, it rots by the roadside.
What of it7 Who cares for a straw 7

Yet this is exactly what a doctor recently said to one of his
patients," Your life is not worthastraw

" Hjwmuch is a doctor
worth who will Gpeak bo t > one that trusts him, and has no hopebut
in his skill 7 For my part, if he were up for sale at auction,Iwould
bid onestraw for him— no more. Evenif whathe said was true, he
had noright tosay it. Such adoctor is more likely tokill with his
tongue than to cure withhis drugs.

A woman tells the story, and she tells it well. If itdoesn't
sound like the truth, thenIdon't know what ever does. Th« dates
and tbe facts are all there, plainand orderly." Inthe summer of 1878,"shesays,

"Ifoundmyself feeling tired
languid, low-spirited,and weak. Ifelt as if someevil wereabout to
happen. My appetite waspoor, andafter eatingIhad excruciating
pain at my loina and sides. There was a horrible gnawing pain at
tbepit of my stomacb, and a rising in the throat as if Ishould choke.
My head felt as thoughIhada ton weight on it. Gradually Igot
worse, and for months could take only liquid food. At night Ilay
awake for hours together."Later on Isuffered greatly fromnervousproßtration. My legs
trembled and shook soIfeared to fall. If a knock came io the door
Itrembled frombead to foot. Ihad frtquent attacks which began
withpalpitation of theheart aod sudden stoppageof ibebreath. At
these timesIwas speechless andhelpless. They snyIlooked like a
corpse, cold and bloodies?, my finger-nails and lips having turned
black. After a while this would pas-i off, leaving me weak and pros-
trate. Igot so emaciated and thin that Iwas only a hag of bones,
and so weak 1had to takehold of tr,e furniture to steady aijself asI
crossed the room. As time wenton the nervousness and forebodings
of evilso increased that Ifeared Ishould go out of my mind. Tbe
neighbours said it would be a mercy if the Lord would release me
from my sufferings." Id this conditionIcontinued for over four years, during which
timeIconsulted live doctors, butnothing thay gave roe di1 any good.
They all said my ailment washeart disease, andonesaid, ' Your life
is not worth astraw.''" IndespairIgaveup takingphysic, asIfelt thatnothing would
save me. In May, 1882, ten years ago, a lady (Mrs Richardson)
called at my house, told me of Mother tieigel's CurativeSyrup, and
strongly advisedme to try it. Idid s ', and felt somewhat better
aftet the first bottle;and by the time Ihad taken three bo ties 1waa
completely cured. From that to this Ihave hadno return of the
attacks, and am so strong Ican do any kind ot work. But for
Seigel'B Syrup Ishould have been in my grave long ago. Iwish
others to know this, and will answerany who call or write." (Signed)
Emma Wickendbn (wife of William Wickenden, gardener), Pem-
broke Villas, 123 Moffat Boad,Thornton Heath, March 17ch 1892.

So it turned out that her life was not only wortha straw, but
worth a whole golden harvest of health and better (days. Yet no
thankß to the doctors. Her comphented symptoms puzzled and
alaatned them, to be sure, but why1 Is it iiot the doctors' daty to
understand such things? Most assuredly. Just as a lawyer Bhould
know the law, or a pilot the rockt, tides, and lights of a coast. Had
some of thesemedical men known that ftlra Wickenden'e malady was
indigestion and dyspepsia, and not heart decease, they might possibly
haverelieved her. But,coufuKei by the symptomp, they were blind
to the cause. We may well wonder if there aiemany suchdoctors in
England.

Cases like this show that the clear sight belonged to Mother
Seigel;and toherremedy hostsof peoplein this coDntry areindebted
for physical salvation when, in very truth, their lives Eecmed as
straws.

Bemember this was tenyears ago, and the malady has not re*
turned,showiog that the cure wai a permanentone.

NEW ZEALAND TABLETftriday August 10, 1894
Anoutside line of dairy heifers coming to c&lvosold for L5103 and.
L515s.

Horees
—

We held our weekly horse Hale onSaturday. There waß
again a small entry. A fair demard exists for good young express
and light harness horses, bnt not for high priced draughts. We sold
aged draughts, at Ll3 to L\4 ; three-year-old colt, half-draugh»,
Lll10s;hacks, L615s and 15 ;good light harness horses Ll210ito
Ll4.

Sheepskins— Plenty off ring, butbuyers nre shy. and have to be
coaxed to give anything like value. Prices remaim firm.

Tallow— Best, 18s to 20s; medium, Iss to 16s.
Wheat

—
Milling, no business ;fowl wheat,2a 61 to 2s Bi.

Oats— Quiet. Best, Is9J to Is10£ d,
Potatoes— Plentiful supply. Table, 50j; seed, L310j to L5according tokind.
Chaff— Plenty offering,65* to70s.
Property— No sales to repon. Still an enquiry, particularly

from the south, for moderateimproved farms.
Town Property

—
Plenty of enqu'riesfor 4 and 5 roomed bandy

and convenientcottages, also 7 and 9 roomedbouses.
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Ml ftD CRRIM PTHM Fruitererand Confectioner, 143 LowerHigh Street, Chriftchurch.— T.kma t reader, \J, nLUUIIiU IU11I are requestednot to forget that the Choicest Fruits in Season are always obtainable at this7 address. O«dera punctually attended to, tudyour patronage rcspccti-uHy boliuicd..


