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children to non-Catholie schools generally constitutes
grievons sin, which debars them from the reception of the
Bacraments as long 15 they persevere in such a dvreliction of
parental duty.” Without doubt, as in the past €0 now,
attempts will be made by a hoshile Press ta neutralize the
off ets of this proncuncoment of the biciarihy of the Coloay,
The coryphmi of godless schouls will endsavour to minimise
the resistance of Catbolics to the preve tiug © spless 8ystem
of edueation,”  Their eforts wil be vamn, anl will only tend
1o harden the opposition of Catholies to seculurism.  In the
words of the Fathers of the Plerary Council of nyduey, the
“ clergy never cease to warn parents of their duty in this
matier, and to their praise be it recorded, the laity have
unswervingly answered her (the Churel ), ¢ to whom shall we
go, thou hast the words of eternal life.'” The Bishops in
this Auckland Conference emphasise their former injunctions,
but give no new teaching, ‘They repeat, in effect, what they
said at the Dunedin meeting of 1292, ‘Lhey re echo the con-
stant teaching of the Australasian Church. In the records of
the Plenary (onncil we find the following admonition to
parents :--* Let these take care, lest by their fault the faith
and morals of the little ones, for whom Crrisr died, be
endangered. Therefore, neither shall they send their sons or
daughters to schools, interdicted or mistrasted by the pastors
of the Chureh, nor under any pretext permit them to fre-
quent such schools.” Speaking of those who, in defiance of
the prohibition of the Church, and with total disregard for the
eternal welfare of their children, send their offspring to god-
less schools, the Council says: < It is plain from toe
moral teaching of the Church that they caunat be absolved
in the Bacrament of Denance, if persistent in their sin.”
Referring to the building of schools, the Bshops say cise-
where— All Catholice, and especially pastors, are bound to
use every eflort for the establishment of schools in which
Catholic children may receive a Christian and Catholic cdaea-
tion.” In fact, the Council locked on the matter as of so
great importance that it declired “ that in cvery new mission
the school shounld take precedence of the Church its If, the
school being buwilt without delay from the very first and
used in the interim for the purpose of a church.  The Fathers
of this Plenary Counal of 1836, in insisting on Cutholie
schools for Catholie children, taught no new dectrine, even
in Australagia. Beventeen years hofore we find in the records
of the second Drovincial Council of Auastralia the {al-
lowing words :—* We remind all clergy and laity who are

committed to our care that they are bound to make every
effort for the erection, where possible, of Cathulic schools in
which the authority of the Church shall be fully recognised |
and that system of education maintained which lLas the ctec-
nal good of souls primarily in view, and which wisely com-
bines the truthful teaching of religion with the knowledge
and progress of worldly science.” Dut even in the earliost
days of Australia, before the gold fever brought the teeming
population which helped to build up a great Church, the Fatliers
of the very first Provincial ¥ynod spoke their mindson the great,
question of education. It shall be the care of every
missionery priest to ereet schools in his disteict, and these
schools he shall often visit. He shall give counsel to the
teachers and instruction to the scholars.,”  ‘ihe New Zualand
bishops in 1894 insist on what the Australian prelates
insisted on in (844 and what, fifty years hence, the Australasian
Church will insist on in 1944, Un the subject of education the
Church never changes, the keeps fully abreast, and more
than abreast, of the time in secular instruction, She may
change her methods of instruction, bat her principle remains
unaltered. The Catholic Church of this nineteenth centary
is the same as the Church of the s:xth century, when the
Council of Vaison obliged priests to found parcchial schools,
and when the Henedictines began their fruitful system of free
monastic schools, The Chureh has not changed, Her
teaching is ever the same. Her pastors have still, as of old,
the sacred obligation of leading the little ones to Christ.
And they are, in a God-forsaking world, faithful to their great
trust, ‘The modern lodge-created spirit insists on civil and
dissoluble marriage and sccular edacation. The Church in
every land clings to the sacred character of a great sacrament,
and loudly warns her childien against godless schools.
Temporising Protestantism is hastening to an eariy grave,
dug by the mdifferentism and open infidelity fostered by a
pernicious system of education. Her: and there individual
men of tender conscience make public protest sgainst the
prevailing soul-destroying system of education. In vain.

They are not listened to: they certainly are not heeded.
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a | The Presbyterians of Victoria for a moment deeried a system

“ from which Christ is banned,” and which is responsible for
the «“ paganism ™ with which Colonial youthhood is too gene-
vally inlirned, and which, in effect, is thoroughly pagan in
s tendeney.  Their voice was weak, and did not carry far,
cerlainly uob b Dunedin, where their co-religionists ratled at
Bishop Morax for applying the wellomerited epithet * god-
loen ™ o pubiic schoos.  1he Tovercargil ministers had s
m eting the other day, and the Southland Times has voiced
their fecling and exp.essed their sentiments. The deplorable
regults ot the abseuce of religious teaching are recognised.
An antidote to the poison of secalarism is prescribed. Tha
introduction of unsectarian Seriptural lessons is strongly
recommended, asga panacea for existing evils, We have been
requested by circular to endorse the sentiments of our Seuth-
land contemporary. Here is our answer : We do not want
truncated Christianity taught to our children, The para-
mount importance of religion compels us to advocate Chris-
tian schools for Christian children. Our separated brethren
may be satisfied with colourless Beripture lessons, We have
no objection. Half a losf, if they so wish, is better than
no bread.  We do not object to the whole Bible, or half the
Bible, or no Bible at ail at the desire of our follow-colonists,
if only we receive Justice in our efforts to give Christian
teaching to Christian children. We pay our fair proportion
of taxes, and help to bear the burdens of the couatry. Wa
ask an equitable share in the money spent for educational
purposes.  We want no money to teach religion. Our
devoted clergy nobly attend to that duty. Dy open inspec-
tion the public have every guarantee that money for secular
instruction will nut be squandered. We shall join in no
movement which will turn us aside from the path of duty.
The Bishops have spoken once again in many times, and all
truc-hearted Catholics will cheerfully obey their trusted leaders,
But even if they had not spoken, in performing the duaty of
implanting and prescrving Christian faith in the young,
Catholic parents should send their Catholic children to
Catholic schools.”

THe lameatel death of the Vory Bev Father Kerrigao, 8.M.
which 18 repocted from Napier, has bzen quite unexpeated, Oar
eorrespande 1t speiks of th> Rov Father asin attendancy on a death
bed at Witrva oy Sanday, Ju'y 29, Tae cansais stated ag bronghitia,
aflera vory brifuiliacss. Fathor Kornigan's Luss will ba severely felt.
He way widcly bnowa, aad very hghly and deservedly estecmad, —
ip

AT 8t Joseph's Cathedral, Danedio, last Suaday the Vory Rev
Father Lyneh, K.ctor, 1o recommending ro the prayers of the congra-
gation the soul of the late Rev Father Tresallet, B.M,, dwelt at
some leogth on tbs memory of the decense!l. He spska of
his great devouun as a missionary priest in this Colony, and testified
from tus p:rasnal kaowledge to hig excesding m i,

Wea record & o with regrat the death of Majar Beully, mention
of whose illness i3 mads 1o she letter of our N spier corregpondent,
It terminated’fitally on Moaday the 6:binst. Deceased wag a gettier
of great resp ciability, to whym the Coloay was 1ndebtad for a long

course of faithfal service, Ho was 75 years of sge. 1tis but g fow
months giace Mre Jeully precsded him to the grave, Asoar corres

poodent notes, le wasa devatel member of the Catholic Chureh,
One of h:s daughters, w way add, is a Dominic.n oun.—2R,r P,

Tng funeral of the late Aitchison Qliver, Brookby, near Whit-
frd Park (says the Auckland Ierald of July 28), took place on
Tucaduy lact, and, notwi bstanding the continnous downpour of raip,
was well attended by the settlers, not ouly of the nerghbourhood,
bat likewise those (f Papakara Valley and Wuiroa Sonth, The
remaing, by speeinl wish of the deseased, whose spiritual waate had
been attendel to by Moasigner McDonald, were interred in the
Catholic Cemetery, Panmure, whare the Mocsignor, an acquasintance
of his for cearly 40 yeare, performsd the funeral obsequies in 8 very
imprieesive manaer.

THE ordinary forinightly meeting of the Westport Branch Irish
National Feder .tion was beld in 8t Canice’s schoolroom on Tussday
Fuly 81st, There was a good sttendance of members. MrH, McCon.
neli proposed, and Mr J. Bheriock seconded, the followiag resclution ;
‘“ That this bravch of the I N F, recognise and appreciata the action
of the Imperial QGoverr m nt with regard to the Buli to reinatate the
evicted tenan'e of lreland” Ta: moiion was carried by acclamation,
and the hon szcretary instrusted to forward & copy of the resolution
to Lord Ros:bery. After tle ordinary business was covcladed, an
excellent programme of songs, readings, and recitations wag gona
throngh, Tue following gentlemen contributed items, Megaps Roberts,
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