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and its aurroandings. That desire is to establish, in this city, abranch of the Irish NationalFederation. Ithas alsobeen suggested,as,mdcol, waaalso clearly apparent to myself, that the most effec-
tual way of bringing abjut the des.re is to place the mitter in thehand8 of a few well-known, ardent sympathisers hid staunch sup-porters of Ireland's cauae. Ymr name, sir, occura to me amongst
those of gentlemenmost likely to -ive thatprudtnt counsel and strong
assiatanca which will lead to a successful binding together of our
countrymenhere, f..r the purposa of adding to that great volume ofan exiled children's demand on behalf of their parent country forjustice, which may be delayedif Britain's rulerg are allowed to thinkthat a little disorganisation amongst our people's leaders at Horn*has caused apathy in the old cause togrow and spreai amongst thegreat Ireland abroad. It is obvious to ail of us who have followedthe old country'a political events of late years that the Irishnationalmovement has reached that climax which makes it incumbentonIrishmen m this Colony not to leava a break in this part of th«world's wide circle of Irish influence-that influence whichshouldbe ready when needsd tocantre itself on the deliberationsof thosewho, sustained by prejudice alone, persist in blocking the way toIreland's glorious but natural destiny

—
self-govornmsnt. Suchorganised Irish opinion abroad has its peculiar use in helping toabate the distractions whichmay arise amongst the leaders of Irishthought at Home. The establishing of a branch here will confer onas the privilege of having our voices heard amongst those healingmessages from afar. The colonies are on the eve of a visit fromthatvery distinguished Irishman, Michael Davitt,and the existenceof anIrish organisation here will aff_>rd a ready opportunity for discussinghis arrival and the natureof his reception in this city. Trusting, formany reasons,of which Ihave striven to give a few, tohave th«

pleasure of your presence at a meeting to be held at the HibernianHall on Thursday, July 19.-Iam, dear sir, youru faithfnlly,JAMBBNel«on.

NAPIER.
(Fromour own Correspundent.)

July 24, 1894.At Vespers ia St Mary's church on Sunday evening last, the VeryRev Father Grogan paid a higu compliment to the Catholics ofWanganui. The previous Sunday evening h3h3 had the pleasure ofpreaching in that town,and he was c lifted by the large number 0!people that attended all the services Toe church also possessed abeautiful choir. He waa surprise* at the number of men thatattended. Tbere were about 3,000 Catholic* leas in Wanganui thanin Napier, the latter place having a total of something like 1,400.
He therefore advistd the Ca'boliia of Napier to try and attendchurch better than they were in tba habit of doing,

This week, the llarvkes Bay Herald trottedout the yarn aboutFather Lambsrt having left tba Catholic Courch in America.Tnauka to the N.Z. Tablet for information contained in thatjournal am:mh or mo back,a correspjndeut was enabled to write tothe Herald, and prove that the priest who had severed his connec-
tion with the Church, was not the Father Lambert who mida thokeenest, clearest, most logical,and masterful answer to the Ameri-
can agnostic, lngersoll, in a series of open letters published about
two years ago. The Hera.ll is rather late in publishing this false-hood, considering it had b^en published in one of the Dunedinpapers som« time back,and bad also been exposed in the Tablet,
but Isuppose the Napier editor only just dropped across it, «nd
being an attack on the Catholic Church, he could not for the life ofhim, miss the opportunity of having a "shy "

at the ancient Church.The above ia another instance of how the Oatholio Church is elan.dered and misrepresented00,every possible occasion by her enemiei^and it further shows the necessity of Catholics subscribing to thsTablet, which generally gets on the track of these viliflers andand exposes their garbled accounts before they have time to doan/barm.
Iregret to learn from Wairoa, that Mr C. Harmer, who hatresided in that township for a quarterof a century, is seriously ill.Ha has recently been received into the Church, and FatherKerrigan

left last week togive him the lasc rites.
The Harbour Board held ameeting on Monday last,and decidedtoappoint MrNapier Bell and Mr Maxwell toreport on the damage

done to the breakwater. It seems strange that Mr Maxwellihonldbe chosen, he not being an engineer. Ido not know whether bUexperience as a Railway Commissioner will enable him to Rivesatif.faction to the Board,but it seems that is his only qualification foithe position. A rateof }j in tht £ having been struck on rateableproperty, taxpayers are anything but pleaaad with the present state
of affiirs. Mr Carr, the engineer to the Board, estimates that Itwill cost about £1.000 to repair tha damage done by the recentgales.

(From an occasional Correspondent.)
Thubsday, July 19,marked an epoch in the history of our city. At
the invitation of Mr Jas Nelson (who, by the way,is one of the
warmest supporters in Cbristchurch of any movement concerning
the welfart of that dear

"
Land of Shamrocks "),a number of gen-

tlemen assembled inthe HibernianHall to consider the advisability
of formiDga branch of the Irish NationalFederation. The meeting
was a very representativeone anda great amount of enthusiasm wasdisplayed by all present. The chair was occupied by E. O'Connor,
Egg, J.P. Mr Nelson explained the object of the meeting, anda
number of letters and telegrams wereread from the leaders of the
movement in Auckland and Wellington congratulating Mr Nelson
on the steps he was takingand explaining the object of the I.N.r.
and the rules and manner of working. After a number of those
present bad discussed the question and expressed their opinions, it
was unanimously decided that the time was nigh when a branch of
the Irish National Federation should be established in Christchurcb,
and all present pledged themselves to do all in their power to furtherthe cause and asßist in relieving the wants of our down-trodden
brethernin the Old Land and help them to gain what is their lawful
right— namely, a Parliament on College Green. It is intended
shortly to call a publicmeeting of all sympathisers with the cause
of Home Rule and to start abranch on a sound footing, Thursdpy
uight's meeting reflects great ciedn on the convener, and clearly
proves the fact that thenational spirit 19 no*,as tome may erroneously
imagine, on the wane. Itrust that ere long South Canterbury and
Otago will follow suit and that we Bball soon havea branch of the
Federation ia every possible place in tho South Islan.l.

It is always apleasureto us to see our co rul'Kioniats advancing
vp the ladder of fame. The powers that be have lately conferred an
honour onouresteemed churchsecrttaiy, MrR.O'Connor,by promoting
him to theposition of Justice of the Poaca. A better choice could,Ithink, hardly be made, for few mencould be foundmore conscientious
or impartial than our esteemed ex-gchojlrim t-r. Iam quitesure I
express the sentiments of all who kaow bim whenIexpress the hope
tnat he may live long to enjoy the newly-acquirtd honour.

A very pleasant githering took place recently \a the mcc ing-room of the League of the Cros«, the object baing to bid gooi-bye to
ooe of themost popular members of the League; MrFred Evans
who is about to commence bis studies for tb.3 priesthood. Mr Evans
is a recent convert to Catholicity, and during bis short sojourn inChristchurch, has by his genial and unassuming manner, endeared
bimse'f to everyone with whom he came incontact, and carries with
bim the best wishes of all who know him, for a successful cireer in
the new sphere of life to which Gjd has called him. Bey BrotherJoseph on behalf of the L-ague presented him with a handsome
volume of the life of Leo XII(. After severalof the members had
expressed their feelings on Mr Kvans' departure,light refreshments
were banded round, andseveral songs and other musical items were
contributed by the members

The Literary Society is progressing rapidly,one of the beit meat
ings held for some time wason Tuesday 17th, whena Parliamentary
debate took place. Rev Father Bell made a very efficient Speaker,
and Mr J. J. Wilson as Premier introduced a Bill to providaan oldage pension fundby means of a progressive income tax. After a
very warm debate, during which time the Bill was subj >c ed to somesevere handling from the OpposiuoD, the Bill wasrejected by a bare
majority.

The following is tho invitation alluded to as issued by Mr
Ne'son :— "l4 William street, Christchurch, July 14, 1894.

—
Dear

Sir,— lhave been requested by some active workers of a prominent
branch of the IrishNational Federationinone of our northerncities
to allow mysalf to be th? humbla medium of communicating their
branch's desire to their fellow-countrymea dwelling in Christchurcb

It has been ascertained that most of the 40,000 Hebrews InJerusalem are extremelypoor. They live incives andcellars, feverBtnckeD, blindand coaaamptive.

Friday.August3, 1894 NEW ZEALAND TABLET
instantly said to her, "' which of these paths leads to the Sarbo ?""Sarbo I" replies the villager, "

Iknow the way, it is my village,come andIwill bring you to it," ani he renohed tho village shortly
aftf-r. It was than that the eyesof Carluccio were opened. How
conld this young lady,so gentleao modest, bo elegantly dresspd, be
travpllintrjn tbo wood ? How <*onld «hfl have gue«ed his embarrass-
ment and answered his thought T How could she foresee what was tohappen to him, and represent to him so accurately the woman, the
load was carrying and the place where sha was going ? '-No,no, said he 'o himself, it has not beenmere chance, it is St Philo-
mena herself that Ih«»e seen, and whohas extricated me from the
difficulty Iwag in." Daring several days, Carluccio seemed almost
beside himself, his heart was filled with a particular love and devo-
tion towards his celestial guido.

Now,Ithink Icoul i fill many pages with similar examples,but
Ihope the above may be enough to inspire your pious readers with
tender devotion towardi St Philomena, so that they may hare aclaim toher protection in time of need.— lam, etc.,

B. PERTT7IS, S.M.
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Dn&W^flM Practlcal Watchmakerand jeweller, _iia," UnWWUIU, Exchange Court, Princes Street DUNEBDf /SstifMfcS i^HLKN,
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