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sum of £5,000,000, lees than £50,000 haa been s, ent on the works in
question. This, argues Mr )i..i—and most people who have the
interests of the colony at hea.: will be icelined to agree with Lim—
is quite ap unsatisfactory = ate of things. He goes on lo argue from
the amount paidjin *sxation by tta settlors oo the Co t, A8 to thew
right o Jemand (L aid hoy newd. " Wo donor,” haoaye, " want
wealth for the few, but wo do want compelence for the many, aud 1
am convinced it is a8 muel Lo duty of the St1~ to foster and develop
goldmiuing oy meaza of public money as o help and assist our wool
kiogs to become rich, What we want 18 water brought to a given
point and a meacs of conscrving water during dry periods, so that
perties of miners from one eud of the Coast to the other may get
accese to the eoil and win At lesst 8 hving it nots fortuse’” Mr
Hill recommends to the support of the people of the Weet Coast the
hewly formed Association—by meana of which shey can more expe-
ditiously and effastually make themselves heard, We may add that
the provision ancounced by Mr Ward in his Financial Statement for
giving aid to the miniog iudastry may eerve to show the Association
toat the present Goverament 18 willing to lend them a gympathetic
ear,

One of the latest stories frcm the smuke-room of the House of
Commona (says an English contemporary) is attributed to a well-
known Irieh member, and for subtle humour it is hard to beat,
Bome Australian friends of a brother M.P. were boasting of the
superiority of the Australians to the people of the mother-conaniry,
when the Irish member quickly retorted, * Well, the Australians
ought to be superior to us, as most of their ancestors were Bent over
by some of our very bgst judges.”

Writiog on woman suffrage in practice in the Nerth dmerican
Review for June, Governor Waite, of Colorado, speaks thos :—*In
Uah the rights of women to vote uuder the Territorial lawe did not
injuriounsly affect polygamy, but polygamy there waa a tenet of the
Mormon religion, and & large proportion of the fewmale voters were
polygamists by faith or practice. In Wyomiog and Washington to
my knowledge, no exiraordinary progrees has been made in the ling
of political reform tbat can be traced to female suffrage, and in
Colorado sufficient time has not elapsed to speak understandingly of
the resmlt,” “ By way of compirison,” says Governor Crouanse, of
Nebraska, it may be remarked that the Nebraska lawa relating to
the 8ale of intoxicativg liquors are far more thorough and far-reaching
and are bstter observed than they ars in the sister and adjoining
Btate, Wyoming, where womaun suffrage has obtained for quarter of &
century.” Governor Crocnde gaotes, without answering for its truth,
the following extract from a recent number of the Chicage Kecord
“ At the capitsl city of the State {Wyominp) gambhrg-houses are
sbuodant and open ealoons are as frequent asany o'ter kind of atores,
snd the charge 18 made that ' n t & single act of legislation aimed at
the betterment of the buman race has been pissed through woman's
influence, "

In a ootice of Mr Wiifiil Wara’s © Witneeges to the Uasesn,”
contributed by Me W. 8, Lilly to the Nuneteenth Century for June,
the writer describee tue Zeifgeist —the 1ntellectual tone-—of the age
a8 eceptictem, Thia ecepticism, he explaing, arises 10 great degree
from :n intenee devotion to physical science, and the use of 128 methods
in departments where they can producs only a negative result or ro
result st all, * Paysical science, ' he poes on to say, * s nct the only
pcience, nor &ra ate facta the oaly facta. There 18 without ils sphere
a vast number of f:cts of which it can give no rational acconau.
Among these are two grest factsof human natare, thesense of the Abso-
Jute and tbe sense of min, If we want an explanation of these facts,
—and who does not ! —we muast go for it elsewhere than to the pro-
fessors of physics.’”  Mr Lilly, 1o effect, aenda inquirers to the clean of
heart—to those who 1hink like the saints,

The repart received here some weeks ago about the loss of a
steamer at Westport is explained as applying to the capsize of a fisk-
ing boat carrying harvesters from Achill, Tbe boat was over-loaded,
and in tryiog to jibe ab.ut was struck by a gust of wind and went
over, Boate from a steamer wal ing in Weatport dock for passengers
to Glasgow rescued 75 of the unfurtanate peopls, and 35 were
drowned, As every ooe wh~ 13 acquainted with Clew Bay koows,
rudden squalls and gusts of wiod make it very daogerous.

The same taciics as those employed for the rej:ction of the Homs
Bale Bill are now being mide uee of to throw out the ill for the
relief of the Evicted Teaante, wiich has passed its second reading in
tho House of Commons. 1% s beiag blocked by amendments in com-
mittee. It summary treatment by the Lrde e slao confidentally
predicted. Whether the Government will patiently esubmit to thig
repetition of cottempt and insulence remaina to be scen. But if the
country pats up with anotter di play of arroganoce by the Houae of
Lords, 1he mesning of the demucracy of the period will be plainly
visible.

A cablegram recently received here relative to some alight depar-
tore in F1ji from Christisn methods—auch, for sxample, as & return
to cannibal tastes—takes credibility from certain details, as to the
pature of Protestant Christianity among the natives, given in Eng,

land, at the recont Avglican Missivnary Conference, by Lord 8'an-
more—who had been for sowme time Governor of the Islands, Btrict
Sabbatarianiem and a weariog of Hutopean clothes, said the speakor,
sesmed the principal Christirn ordinances, * Aecerding te Lord
Btanmore,” says the Cutholic Times, ¥ the na'ive clergy sre the worat
nffenders in this respoct., They dovote all their energies to the sease-
less aping of Western babits, 2o about in greenes -black ewallow-tail
coats, and inhabit woo lea bhuts mal: hideous with pr. tevtions anti-
macassars sad gandy china ornaments, Lo certain viliages visited by
the Governor it was punishable by fine and imprisonment to wear
native pgarments or garlaads of flowers, to emoke tobacco, to drink
the native bevorage kava, to pluy at ball, or 10 bathe on a Sanday,
All these offences, so the natives are taught to believa, are infraciions
of the fandameotal doctrinea of Christianity. Ae A resnlt these
naturally joyons and childlike people go silently and listlessly about
their occapalions, wearing oo their faces an expression of sullen die-
content.” These details may aiso be usefully read in connection with
areemt caga of hibal in which a Msthodiat missionary came off, cu a
technical point, victorious—most undeservedly so, the Chiet Juatice
gaid-—and of which wa have beard something in this colony. There
ia nothing, we say againo, to svrprise ns if Fijians have sotually
returned to their pagan practices.

It 18 to the credit of the French Academy that M, Zila in hia
recent candidature did not receiva a single vote. The learned body
alao have evidently placed him npon an inder sapurgatorins, Their
decision should have weight whare that of the congragation at Rome
muat fal, Poseibly they perceive that M, Zala writes trash as wail
an filth,

Wa are uaable to see bow Mr Walter Bantley, who is a strong
sppporter of the moral bearmnga of the stage, consiatently choss ‘¢ The
Bilence of Deau Maitland ™ for the purposes of the drams. The play
we have not 3:en, bal with the book we are acqaainted. It is a night.
mare story, falss to life, slanderous towards religion, unwholesome on
the whnole, and not particularly well written, Mr Walter Bentley ia
a clever man and a good acbor, and we have no doubt that the one
part of his work baa been well done, and that the other is ably carried
out, But so much the worse, Moliera's ap>logy for bringing upon
the stage the character of the hypoerite was, in effvct, that he wonid
defeod religion agsinst those whose interested mockery disgraced it.
Rudicule was the means he chose, beciuse, he said, men were willing
to be wicked, bat not to be ridiculous. We may claim it, pethaps as
an improvement on the former age that now-a-days what is wicked
and detestable has & deterrent influence as well as what is ridiculons,
Bat this story to which we allude is ill-chosen for the purpose. Its
plot is wholly improbable—nay—almost impossible. Iua the partieu-
lar matter treated of, moreover, zo euch warning is needed. At the
ptesent day but little tesptation offers 1teelf to religious bypocrisy
Ag 1o tbe treatmont of religion in this book, it is iasidious and insul-
ting. Moliers choe: for his éurtufe, the mors plaioly io sepurate
raligion from its false professors—a man of crimioal life, who made
a ridiculoas counterfeit of piety. The hypocrite in this book is & man
brought up amony religions influrnces—among the pure and happy
gurroundings of & picus homse, He is the son of an Eoglish clergy-
m1n ; he himself becomes a clergyman., Religion has entered into
the very essence of his being--ha bas besn wont to protest, and, no
doubt, sincerely, againsl freethought as expressed by the man who
becomes bis victim., Yet, in cold blood, for a long succession of years
—and still, without intermission, under the influences of religion, he
plays his datestabls part, Where, then, is the class on whom the
lesson of thia case, which is at least unigue, and which we may
claim as impossible, is to proiace a moral infiuence, or who need the
warning to be denived from it? As to the affcont off:red in partica-
lar to the Charch of England, that s hardiy our comesrn. B8till,
from a Ctholic standing poini, an institution whose inflasnce, 8) far
as it goes, is for gool, which in many respects preserves a koowladga
of Catholic truth amoag the people, and teaches Ohris'ian doctriae,
and whose ministry as a body sre meo of eminent wirtue and distio-
guished merit, deserves mare respectfal nsage. We had lately ocea-
stun to protest against the repressntation here of a play that was an
outraze on the Catholic Church., The book to which we allade—For
a8 we have said, we have not seen the play—is scarcely lesa offensive
to all forms of Christianity, Mr Bentley, therelore, we repeat, how-
gver ably he may have doae, or may still do his part, has not acted
connisteatly in the choice made by bim.,

The Dunedin Siar continnes to ornament its columns by publish-
ing the letters of it beauty at Eeckuk, But the synagogic elameat
seams to have carried the day. Even Profestantiem now is (hruat
eside in favour of unbelief. The German people, wa are told, hava
all the virtues though their coantry is ‘* simply saturated with
infidelity.” To the oredit of Protestantism we may bail it as due 104
the jascendancy of the atheistic synagogne that the letter is qaestion
contains the folizwing—a gross assamprion, at least, it we must call
a spade & spade. A-luding to certain advocates of a religions edugas
tion, * Further,” writes this correspondent, " nearly all those peopls
in American cities whose infidelity aod irreligiousness are deplored
by Dr Terry and his co-thinkers wera educated in creed schools, and
not in the American public schools,” Buot with the utter unserapu«
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