
The report received here some weeks ago about the loss of a
steamer at Westportis explainedaa applying to the capsize of a fish-
iDg boat carrying harvester! from Achill. Tbe boat wasover-loaded,
and in trying to jibe abjut was struck by a gust of wind and went
over. Boats from a steamer wai ing in Westport dock forpassengers
to Glasgow rescued 75 of the unfortunate people, and 35 were
drowned. As every one wrK> ia acquainted with Clew Bay knows,
sudden squalls andgusts of wind make it very dangerous.

The same tactics as those employed for therej.-ctionof theHome
Bule Bill arenow being m ide nea of to throw out the Bill for the
relief of theEvicted Tenants. Wuich has passed its second reading in
tho House of Commons. It 11 being blocked by amendments incom-
mittee. Its summary treatment by tbe L>rds is ulso confidentally
predicted. Whether the Government will patiently submit to thie
repetitionof contempt and insolence remains to be seen. But if tbe
country pats up withanother di play of arrogance by the House of
Lords, the meaning; of the democracy of theperiod will be plainly
visible.

A cablegramrecentlyreceived here relative tosome slight depar-
ture in Fiji from Christian methods— such, for exampit,as a return
to cannibal tastes— takes credibility from certain details, as to the
nature of Protestant Christianity among thenatives, given in Eng,

land, at the recent Anglican Missionary Conference, by Lord S'an-
more—who had been for some time Governor of the Islandi. Strict
Sabbatarianism and a wearing of Euiopeanclothes, said the speaker,
seemed the principal Christian ordinances, "According to Lord
Stanmore," says tha Catholic Timet, " the naiveclergy are the worst
offenders in this reep-'ct. They devote all theirenergies to thesense-
less aping of Western habits, e;o abmt ingreenes1-black swallow-tail
coats, and inhabit woo lea huta ma1;hideous with pn tentioua anti-
macassars and gaudy china ornaments. la certain villages visitedby
the Governor it was punishable by fine and imprisonment to wear
native garments or garlands of flowers, tosmoke tobacco, to drink
the native beveragekara, to pl.iy at ball, or iobathe on a Sunday.
All these offences, so the natives are taught to believe,areinfractions
of tha fundamental doctrines of Christianity. As a resnlt these
naturally joyous and childlike people go silently and listlessly about
their occupations, wearingon their faces an expressionof sullen dig-
content." Thesedetaili may also be usefully readin connection with
a recent case of libel ia which a Mettudist missionary came off, ona
technical pom*, victorious— most undeservedly so, the Chief Justice
said— and of which we have heard something in this colony. There
is nothing, we say again, to surprise us if Fijians have actually
returned to their paganpractices.

Itis to the credit of the French Academy that M. Zjla inhis
recent candidature did not receive a single vote. The learned body
also have evidently placedhim uponan index enpurgatorius. Their
decision shouldhave weight where that of the congregation at Borne
must fail. Possibly they perceive that M,Zola writes trash as well
as filth.

We are unable to ccc how Mr Walter Bentley, who is a strong
ajapporter of themoral baannga of the stag^, consistently choae "The
Silence of Dean Maitland" for the purposes of the drama. The play
we havenot saen,bat with thebook weareacquainted. It is anight*
marestory, false to life, slanderous towardsreligion, unwholesomeon
the whole, and not particularly well written. Mr Walter Bentley is
aclever man and a good actor, and we have no doubt that the one
part of his work haa been well done, and that the other is ablycarried
our. But so much the worse. Moliero's apology for bringing upon
the stage the character of tbe hypocrite was, ineffect, that ha would
defendreligion against those whose interested mockery disgraced it.
Ridicule was themeans he chose, beciuae,he said,men were willing
toba wicked,but not tobe ridiculous. We may claim it,perhapsas
an improvement on the former age that now-a-days what is wicked
anddetestable has a deterrent influence as well as whatis ridiculous.
Bat this story to which we allude is ill-chosen for thepurpose. Iti
plot is wholly improbable— nay— almost impossible. In the particu-
lar matter treated of, moreover,no such warningis needed. At tbe
present day but Httla temptation offers itself to religious hypocrisy
Aa to the trea'mmt of religion in thia book, it is insidious and insul-
ting. Molii»r-3 chogj tor his tartufe, the mare plainly to separate
religion from its false professors

—
a mm of criminal life, who made

a ridiculous counterfeit of piety. The hypocrite in this book is aman
brought up amona; religious influences

—
amoDg the pure and happy

surroundings of a pious home. He is the sonof an English clergy-
mm;he himself becomes a clergyman. Religion has entered into
the very essencaof hia being— he has been wont to protest, and, no
doubt, sincerely, againit freethought as expressed by the man who
becomeshis victim. Yet, incold blood,for a long succession of years—

and still, without intermission,under the influences of religion,he
plays his detestable put. Where, then, is the class on whom the
lesson of thia case, which is at least uniqup, and which we may
claim as impossible, is to proiuca amor*l influence, or whoneed the
warning to be derived from it? A% to the nffcont offered in particu-
lar to the Church of England, that is hardly our concern. Still,
from a Citholic standing point, aninstitution whose influence, sj far
as it goes,is for gooi, whichin many respects preserves a knowledge
of Catholic truth among the people, and teaches Chris1ian doctrine,
and whoseministry as a body are men of eminent virtueand distiu'
guished merit, deserves more respectfulusage. We had lately occa-
sion to protest against the representationhere of a play that wasan
outrag* oa the Catholic Church. The book to which weallude

—
for

as we hive said, wa have not seen theplay
—

is scarcely less offensive
to all forma of Christianity. Mr Bsntley, therefore, we repeat, how-
ever ably be may have done, or may still do his part, has not acted
consistently in the choice made by him.

The Dunadin Star continues to ornament its columnsby publish-
ing the letters of its beauty at Keokuk. Bat the synagogic element
seems to have carried the day. Even Protestantism now is thrust
aside in favour of unbelief. The German people, wa are told, have
all the virtues though their country is

"
Bimply saturated with

infidelity." To the credit of Protestantism wemay hail itas due to.
the|ascendancy of the atheistic synagogus that the letter io question
contains the following— a gross assumption, at least, if we must call
a spade a spade. Aluding to certain advocatesof a religious educa-
tion, "Further," writes this corresponded," nearly all those peopla
in American cities whose infidelity and irreligiousness are deplored
by Dr Terry andhis co-thinkers were educatedin creed schools,and
Dot in the American public schools." Bat with the utter unscrnpu-
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«üm of £5,000,000, lees than £50,000 has been s^ent on the works in
question. Thiß, argues Mr Jli.i

—
and most people who have the

interests of the colony at he^ii will be inclined to agree with him—
is quitean unsatisfactory n'atc of things. He goes on to argue fro-n
the amount paid-in+sntion bj t!a settlers on the On st, as to their
right Lo demand ILj*ii ihay ke^l. "Wo do no*," hjaaya, "want
wealth for the few, but wo do want competence for themany, ai.d 1
am convinceditiaasmuch iho dutyof tbe Stii" to foster and develop
goldmiuing by mea-us of public money as to help and assist our wool
kings tobecome rich. What we want is witer brought to a given
point and a means of conserving water during dry periods, so that
parties of miaers from one endof the Coast to tho other may get
access to the soil and win at least a living if not a fortune." Mr
Hill recommends to the support of the peopleof the West Coast the
ntwly formed Association

—
by means of which they canmore expe-

ditiouily and effectually make themselveß heard. We may add that
the provision ancounced by Mr Ward in his Financial Statement for
giving aid to the mining iudußtry may serve to show the Association
that the present Government is willing to lend them a sympathetic
ear.

One of the latest stories frcm the smoke-room of theHouse of
Commons (says an English contemporary) is attributed to a well-
known Irish member, and for bubtle humour it ia hard to beat.
Borne Auatralian friends of a brother M.P. were boasting of the
superiority of the Australians to tho peopleof the mother-country,
when the Irish member quickly retorted, "Well, the Australians
ought tobe superior to üb, as mofct of their ancestors were sent over
by some of our verybgst judges."

Writing on womansuffrage in practice in the North American
Review for June, Governor Waito, of Colorado, speaks thus :—

"
In

Utah the rights of womento vote under the Territorial laws did not
injuriously affect polygamy, but polygamy there was & tenet of the
Mormon religion, and a large proportion of the female voters were
polygamists by faith or practice. In Wyoming and Washington to
my knowledge,no extraordinary progress has been made in the line
of political reform that can be traced to female suffrage, and in
Colorado sufficient time has not elapßed tospeak understanding^ of
the result." "By way of compmaon," says Governor Crounse, of
Nebraska, _"it maybe remarked that the Nebraska laws relating to
the sale of intoxicating liquorsare farmore thoroughand far-reaching
and arebetter observed than they are in the sister and adjoining
State, Wyoming, where womansuffrage has obtainedfor quarter of a
century." Governor Crounse qaotes, without answering for itstruth(

the following extract from a recent number of the Chicago Record."At the capiul city of the btate (Wyoming) gambling-houses ara
abundant and openBaloons are as frequent asany o1o 1her kindof stores,
and the charge is made that 'n t a single act of legislation aimed at
the betterment of the human race haa been pissed through woman's
influence.'

"
In a notice of Mr Wilfrii Wara'a ■ Witnesses to the Unseen,'1

contributed by Mr W. S. Lilly to the Nineteenth Century for June,
the writer describee the Zeitgeist—Vac intellectual tone— of the age
as ecepticiem, Thiß scepticism, he explains, arises in great degree
from an intenee devotion tophysical science,andlhe use of usmethods
indepartments where they can proJucaonly a negative result orno
result at all. '" Payaicai science, 'he goes on to say,"isnet theonly
science, nor ara its facts the oaly facts. There is without its sphere
a vast number of facts of which it can give no rational accoutu.
Among theseare twogreat facts of humannature, thesenseofthe Abso-
lute and the senseof Bin. If we want anexplanationof these facts,—

snd who does cot ? —
we must go for it elsewhere than to tho pro-

fetors of physics." Mr Lilly, ineffect, sendsinquiiers to theclean of
heart

—
to those who think like tbe saints.

4
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