
themother-house, and settingdown wherever they can do any good.
Ithick it wasin about1873 that they came first tiHokitika,brought
there by the Very P.ev Father Martin, the patriarch of the WestCoast, who, notwithstanding his bad health, has never ceased
improving the church and schools, and has brought them to their
present flourishing state. In his oil age and infirmities he mustnow find agreat help inFather Lepetit,who was Bent tohim some
timelast year.

Hokitika,however, has been for sime time very dull and quiat
»nd quitediff -rent from what it was in 1871, owing to the falling offof the gold diggings in tbe neighbourhood, and although the train
rnns |now between this town and Reefton, I doubt very muchwhether that will improve tbe btate of affiirs. Itmay be hoped,however,that some new and ricb goldfiald any yet bj found which
will restore it to its lost splendour.

of how beet to deal with tbe land must ever be a vital one. The
question naturally arUea on claase 1, "acquiring private land for
settlement." Isit necessary ? To answer this query it is essential
to glanca at thehistory of the land legislationof th« Colony :in the
first caße w« had companies purchasing from the M»orif, andsailing
to settlers, some of the earliest Maori wars being caused by these
companies purchasing from chiefs that bad not power tosell,and, of
course,when the company went to take possession, the legitimate
owner resisted, but the land laws may be said to commence with the
granting of responsible governmentto New Zealand in 1853, then,
for the first time inAustralasia tbe control of the land washanded
over to the Government, eachprovincialGovernmentbeing given the
control of the land within itsprovince. Time will not permit of aj
describing the various systems that arose in the different provinces,
suffice to say that in general the town andsuburban lots weresold by
auction, therural land being fixedat 10s per acre,but by modifica-
tions tbeprice was reduced to5s per acre. It was at this time and
price that the foundations were laid of some of the largest estatesin
New Zealand. To giveyou an idea of the extent of someof these,I
will mention that there are in New Zealand 7 holdings of over
100,000 acres, or a total of 1,077,000, in tbe seven. Then thereare 24 holdings between 50,000 and 100,000, with a total in tbe
24of1,530,000. You thus have31holdings averagingover80,000 acres
each, butperhaps as many of joaare not farmers 80,000 or 100,000
acres, may simply be terms that would fail to convey to you a fair
idea of their magnitude. Let me put itaoother way, thereis an
estate inCanterbury "Gleomarlt" through which a railway passes.
The locomotive going at top speed takes onehour and five minutes
to go from boundary to boundary. Do you grasp their enormous
dimensions now? Tnat these huge estates co-exist with a scarcity
of land for settlement is a sufficient answer, Let us suppose the
Government purchasing one of these estates, surveying it,adding the
cost of survey,and letting it at a rental to cover the interest on the
outlay, whatis the result ? In place of one homestead, a few shep-
herds huts, and a half wildemes", you have a hundred bright home-
steads with nature bestowing her choicest gifts in response to the
toiluf the selector,and in duecourse an increase incustoms,revenue,
and exports. But if these are someof the direct benefits who shall
estimate tbe indirect1 These settlers r<quiring clothing, furniture,
literature, and a hundred and one things necessary to civilisation
with their consequent employment to the inhabitants of the towns.
Ithink, Sir, Ihavesaid sufficient to show that the "acquiring of
private lands for settlement" is * wise and judicions schema.
Clauses 2 and 4 areso much bound up inons that 1 will take them
together. Previous to 1892 we bad three systems of disposing of

DUNEDIN CATHOLIC LITERARY SOCIETY.
The nsual weekly meeting of the society was held on Wednesday, the
lltb ins>, the rev president took the chair and ther« was a large
attendance of members. The minutes of theprevions meeting wereread and confirmed.

Mr W, Connor was nominated for membership on themotien ofMr Marlow and Mr Gnffen.
A letter from Mr T. J. Lynch was read, in which he expressedhis regret at having to leave the society on account of his approach-ingdeparture for Wellington. Mr Carolin said he was very sorry tohear that Mr Lynch was going away. Ab a membtr of the societyhe had carried out wellanything he had undertaken, andhe movedthat amotion of regret at his departnreberecorded. Meßsrs P.Hallyand Griffen also heartily endorsed what had been said by MrOarolin,and themotion wasunanimously carried.
The meeting then resolved itself into the form of aparliamentthe Rev Father Lynch occupying tbe Bpeakei'a chair.

'
Mr Marlow (Premier) spoke as follows : Mr Bpe»ker— ln

formally moving the following resolution, " That this house declares■
its unreserved opinionin favour of the land policy of the New Z a-land Government, particularly in re.pcct of (1) acquiring private
lands forsettlement;(2) thedispoeal ofCrown landsnndtr a leasehold
"ystem so astoreservethe freehold to theCrown;(3)a liberal schemeof special settlements-, so as to afford all classes an opportunity o(occupying the land;(4) the limitationof the areaof land which anyperson or company may acquire in fee simple under theLand Act,1892,"Ifeel thatmy task is an important one, because the question
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D DAWSfIW Practlca>7a«c hn,akeran«ljeweller,
L , lIUUIIII Exchange Court, Princes Street, DUNEBIN /MK\ /VjfiflKN

BENNETT'S STUMP PULLER
THR h: X { No. 3 will lift 3O tons. ( These sizes are whatmay be terme*

SIZES. ) K£" »
W
"'

'-'n 4V l°? S
- ' GeneralPurpose Machmes.

mo
1S csIlociaU^ adapted toaheavy grade of work.

N^ S (Hurse-puwer) will lift ISO tons. Suitable for Green Bush.

CHICAGO FAIR-AFTER 3 DAYS' TRIAL RECEIVED CENTENNIAL MEDAL.
Satisfaction Guaranteed /JllPlk Bennett's Stump Puller

or No Sale. >4?jSi^m s warrailted to be the only Practical Stump

«#^^^' ff /W\ id WWI PUUlngPiP° OU
WellaßOred ° r Dro7°

Q^JiF «W vli \ik For SettingHeavyMonuments.

" ~~~~ *^~ ~ "^„. .. ,̂-Vt!f t.
-"

""" ' - " *or *vrtber particulars see Agents

17 WOOD, M. & R. M. CO., CHCH.* N.Z.


