
gatioo was not so large as in 1871, but still attended the churchalmost id numbers enough to fill it. We had a school about a milefrom the church, and it was attended by about 100 children, butIhad agreat difficulty in keeping itup for want of funds. We wouldhave requiredat least two teacher, for that number of children andwe could not get evena sufficient salary for a first-class one
'

Be-sides my congregation of Boss,Ihad three little ones, far down theSouth,one at Waitangi, a small farming settlementbetween thebigWanganui and the Forks; Okorito,a kind of sea port for .mal/veeseli, and Gdlespie's beach, just in frontof MountCook, the moun-tainglant of New Zealand. GUlespie sisabout 85 miles from Rossand 15 miles further on is Brace's Bay. Butis this the boundary ofKoss Parish? Not at all. Take ano.her 100 mile* further sithand you will reach Jackson's Bay, and that also belongs to Bossla my time, the track along the coast was made only as far >■Jackson*Bay,and soIcould go no further,butmy successor,F.therAherne, had the pleasure of 200 miles' ride through a bush trackAsnopriest had been that far, for 10 or 12 year«, he found about 20children tobe bap.iced, and someof them, he said, were able to fighthim. Father Brown, well known in Timarn and Rangiora,beingnow in charge of Boss,has that long trip to perform at leastone.ayear. In about 1889 a new diggings broke out at Bimu on theSouth B.de of the Hokitika river, just opposite the Kanieri and 15miles from Boss, and that was an addit.on to my pariah, and tomypurse too. whichyet was tar from overflowing.
Ah

Dori!f 9 time ° f F*ther McMan".«*° succeeded FatherAherne, Mrs Frank Moran's bouse was bought and fittedup for th«Sister,of Mercy of Hokitika, who kindly offered to take charge ofthe Boss school,wh.chhad always been agreat trouble to the priestand things havebeen going on s.nce in a more satisfactory manner'These good Blßters.8 lß ters.God ble«B them for their zeal and devotion^th. education of children, have already a good school at theKuXrlwbtch they attend from Hokitika. Brides, in 1881 or 1882 they hadtaken charge of the girls' .chool in Greymouth and af terwardsrwards atBrunnertowD, and later on they took charge also of the Kumart,schools for boys and girls. Theyare truly like bee* iirarming froS

(By an Old Missionary.)
(Concluded)

HERE lamagain,on the West Coastsoil, after an absenceof5 years ItwasNovember, 1879. My first monthIhad to spend it in Greymouth
10 replacing Father Kcuyer, who wanteda change for the good of hiihealth. Father Kcoyer was formerly inChriatchurch, whilst FatherBeliard was inGreymouth. But for some reasonor other they had toexchange places, and Ibelive this exchangeproved fatal tobothFatherBeiiard, with his liver complaint foundhimself much worsaidChnstchurch, andao he had to b. shifted back to the West Ooas^But his place being filledupin G.-eymouth he got charge of Waimaaand Staffordtowo. However his complaint got tobid that he diedinHocmka and was buried in bis beautiful cburch of Waimea Nowas to Father Ejuyer, when he cama toGreymouth, he was very strongand healthy,but Ibelieve the » gorge barbar" was the cause of hislosingbis health, This « gorg* barber »is the cold wmd that comesdown the river through the Greymouth gorge; it is so sharp andtnm that it wouldshave any one withouta rator in the winterHaving obtained leave to take amonth's holiday the good ifa'herleft Greymouth, andIwas left to look after his parish Ihe
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Mackenziequotesa falseoase. To us, moreover, withhis opportuoi ies,
he seems too smart amannot to know it.

A. corclusion to be derived from a certain statement as to the
conditions of poverty inLondonseams significant- A correspondentof the Catholic Timet who claims, and no doubt rightly, t> be anenihoiii? on statistics,a'ates that, within the last twen'y y^rs, thestate of the poor has becomemuch better. The total of in and out-door relief given in1871 he sayp,wr9 47-6, la 1893. withan increaseof the population of over a million, it w\e 25 2. When, therefore
we consider the increaseof strikes, and the general expression of adetermination to insist on an improved condition in life, the conclu-
sion seems inevitable that the spirit of the people has grown muchless patient, and that a less degree of gaff riDg makes themmuchmorerestive. The significance seemsevident.

We baveall heard of the piper thatplayed before Moses. Piper
J. McKechnie seems to have enjoyed, last week, a somewhat similar
privilege. He wasadmitted toprelude, by a staveor two, the piousremarks of tht Grand Master of the Dunedin Orangemen at the
gathering on the 12th inst. Perhaps,howtrer, the more apt com-parisonwould be that of David playingbefore Saul and driving awaythe evil spirit. However it was, oldNick seems to bave taken hisdeparture,at least for the moment— that is unless he availed himselfof kia power to imitatehis betters, and aceimmodated bis mannersto the milder tune. The Grand Master, in the courseof his remarkswe are told, said:-"Some people thought that Orangemen had
nothing but ill-will for their Catholic brothers and curseß for thePope,but the Orange Brotherhoodnever wouldcurse the Pope andwould pray for their Catholic brethren." Well, all wecan say is, wehope they may ttick to their good resolutions. Their curses never didthe Pope any harm, and we do not suppose their prayers will doCatholics any good-but it is a change for the better, any way. Ifthe* onlystick toitPiper McKtohnie will have frightened the devil
"way tosomepurpose. Bracken'skangaroo,meantime, takes a backseat:

ThaLondoncorrespondentof the Ota§9Daily Timet giret some■trikingIllustrationsof the improvementof the age. The details he

church and presbytery weresituated at the lower part of the townand near the beach. There were then very few houses on the terraceabove,bu that when abig flood came it inundated neany the wholetown. Ihad the good fortune of being in the two largest fl >ods thateveroccurred in Grejmouth. The first one was in 1872 and theother in 1887, the year of (the jub.lea. Itwancalled for this rea«mthe"Jubileeflood." This last flood was by far the highest of thetwo,but the first one did much moreharm, and frightened thepeoplemore, for the reason,perhaps,that itoccurred during the night, andalso becausethey werenot so well prepared for it. During the floodof 1872 2or 3 houses that were builtnear thenvtr werebodily carriedawayinto thesea. Inone of them was a wemanand her little boy.Themother jumped through a windowaod wassaved,bat the littleboy
remained in bed, though knowing that he wasbeing carried awayaod
crying out at the topof his voice,"People,0people,Baveme." A pro-tection wall wasbuilt a few years ago from the gorge down to thewharf, and it is to be hoped that it will keep the river within itsbounds. Besides,during the jubilee flood a plan was thought of andtried,which succeeded well in staying the progress of th« flood. It
consisted incutting a channel through a sandy bank from the lagooninto the sea, so thatmuch danger may be avertedin future, incaseoffuture floods.

There was, evenat that time,a very flourishing Catholic school,under the management of Mr McCarthy. The salary of the teaching
staff wasmade out of the church taat rent, and asthe people werethen, for the most part,in good circumstances, there was no lack ofsupport for thepriestor the school.

Father Ecuyer having arrived from his holiday tour, muchbetteiin health, butnot quite cured from his bad cold, whioh soonbegan to trouble him a2ain. Iprepared tostart for|my own parish
which was that of Boss. Poor BoatI How different it was fromwhatIhad seenitin 1871, only eight years before. Coffins todCowere thereno more, andmany miners had left the place, andbadgone to look for better fields. Still Ifound there pretty nearly the
§ame families, for families cannot shift as well as single men,and
though poorer, yet they were not anything the worse. The oongre-

givesas to the treatment of children by a nursa at a London schoolmay only characterise the individual. Taken, however, in oonnec-tioo with another case in Eogland mentioned by him, anda case ivIreland to which he doainotrefer-those respect.vely of the Newton
Abbot workhouse, and the Oarogh orphanage, they are suggestive.
Toe frequency of gross charges trumped up by depraved women isofa meaning less doubtfully wide,and speaks ill for English morality.Finely, the stateof things said tobe revealed by Mr Stead respect-mg Chicago speaks badly for America. For this case the correapon-
dent says thefire and brimstona of the Onies of the Plain would bethe only adequate punishment. The world, indeed, seems " fallenupon evildays."

MY REMINISCENCES OF THE WEST COAST
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