
and digni'y by ihe magistrate. And, in fact, we remember seeing'
some thirty-eit?bt years ago,etocks thatstill remained. Itwassome-
wherein the neighbourhood of Surningbill, a village on the borders
of Surrey and Berkshire, and around which, notwithstanding th«
comparative clopeness of London, there Ihen lingered retired nooks
and lonely heatbs. The old stocks in question were shown as a
curiosity of *hlch theneighbours seemed rather proud. They werenot
suggestive of comfort. Thera was a stool on which the delinquent
Bxt, and, in front of i', supported by a frame, were two boards, so
placed, edgeways, that the upper could be lifted to give admission
into holes, made half in one board half in the other,of the offender's
ankles, leaving his legs stretched an'.hia feet sticking out on the
other eide. When the top board was lowered it was fastened down,
locked by a padlock, and the beadle remainedmaster of thesituation.The Btocks stood in the open air,anJ must haveafforded a pastime to
theboys of the perioi. It should take a good deal of magisterial
severity and dignity to suppress the sensation tnat must arise among
the orange groves of Parrnmatta were any culprit now to be bo
punished there. The invocation of the stocks,nevertheless, was not
altogether out of place in a case in which men were punished for
availing themselves of their privilege of private interpretatipnof
Holy Scripture and of acting uponit. In fact hardly any case, if it
be fully considered,can make the pretences of Protestantism seem
more absurd.

A curijus cas?, too,is pending at Wellington. Itis one in which
aspiritualsmedium, named Hackett,and his sister, are being prose-
cuted for imposture. The effence is said to have takon placeat a
seance held at Petone— where gause and luminous oil aredescribedas
having beenmade to represent sp'.rits. A morecurionschargebrought
agamst Hackett,doubtless c.lso in ac^rdance with some antiquated
Uw— is that of having pretended to exprcise enchantment and have
communion with the spiritsof the dead. TLI9 is a charge of a much
wider intertsr, a-od which concerns miny people who are capable of
&aying ago d deal on the subj ct. Mr Stead, fur example, will pos-
sibly make himself heard withregard to it. As to the prosecution of
mediums, beyond the punishment of the iniivuiual cheat, very little
13 to be bopoii from it. Ithas taken pace over and over again, with-
out any other tft ct. Nay, pome leaders of high repute among
spiritualists admit that deception is common, and, considering the
nature of the case, ioevi able. Tfiey evendefendand sympathise with
mediums who have been detected iq fraud. As to the victims de-
ceived, consideiing the fr q ient exposures made, and the characterof
the communica ions into which they entor, theyBeem deserting of very
little commiseration.

The movement for the prestrration and revival of the Irish
language continues Bctive, and if influence and earnestness on the
part of those who are engaged in it eDsure success, its result ia
certain. At a congress rtcently held at the Mansion House ia
Dublin for its promotion, many influential men were presjnt, and
wtighty argument* were advane d. One of the speakerssaid of the
language."Itwasa beautiful tongue. All the wit and the clever-
nets, and the sparkling intelligence, and the power, and the passion
of tne Irish people wereembodied init." The eminent Celtic scholar,
Dr Djuglas Hyd., tebtified as to thi intellectual bearing of the
Ungußga on thuse who made use of it. He contrasted the men of
more advanced years, those of 40 or 50 yearsof age, whobadreceived
no eiuca.ion, or only that of thehecge school,yet who wereinfinitely
more intelligent, more pleasantcompanions, and better educated ia
the higher tenseof the word, than their children. "If oneasked the
old people themmc of a cloud in the sky, the name of a plant, the
nameof a smaU bird, they could give it to them and knew all about
these things, but the young people who bad been taught in English
werehopelessly ignorant aboutall thesematters." The M'Gillicuddy
attributed to tbe decay of the Irish language Ireland's prospect of
losingher place among the nations of the earth.— A littlebefort tha
sitting of this congress inDublin, at a meeting held id Provideooe
Rhode Inland, Professor Alonzo Williams, of BrownUniversity,urged
uponscholars thenecessity of studying Celtic. It had lately beea
found necessary, he said, to take up the study in connection with
that of Gothic. The study, he explained, wag generally necessary
because of the construction and literature of |the language, and
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AT HOME AND ABROAD.

The funeral of the late RevDr Stuart, which took
place on Wednesday, the 16th inst., was attended
by crowds of people, representing all classes and
denominations of the community. The Very Rev

Father Lynch, Rector of St Joseph's Cathedral, representing the
Bishop;and the Rev Father Murphy, joined the procession in the
Btreet and followed the remains to the cemetery. The funeral was
certainly the largest thathad everbeen witnesssd in tbia city, and it
is safe to predict, that,of its kiud, nothing on so vast a scale will be
seen here again. The deceased had be'onged to a eta'e of things gone
by, bat whose memories and associations, though iv iheir turn dying
out, were etill sufficiently strong to be manifested. The religious
spiritof the past, too, now lingering faintly, is ere longdestined com-
pletely to expire. No Protestantminister in Danedin will ever again
hold the placethat wa9occupied here by Dc Btnart. For those of us
who realised this, the funeral took something more than the
accustomed tona of solemnity. It was the last great Christian
demonstration that oarnon-Catholic fellow-citizsns wouldever make,
and in the passiog away of any form of Christianity there is much
that is ominous and gloomy. The funeral, in amanner, was that of
aChristian past aa well as of a dead minister.

Our contemporary, the Auckland Weekly Standard, diecussec,
thoughnot, he says,withcontroversial intent,an article inpraise of
clerical celibaoy recently quoted by us from an Anglican pub lca-

tion. Our Auckland contemporary,oa the contrary, os-eifijws with
praise of matrimony of all kinds. He thinks a man is even the
betterof having a wifatohelphim tostarve. The article quotedby us
speak",among the rest, ot the misery of a married man'a battle with
the wolf at the door, which, it says, is worse thanalmost any tortun1," He is welcome to his choice," says the Standard, ' but of the two
give us 'he latter (the wo.f) with a iweet and sympathising feminine
partner." But that is too ckarming for prose. Our contemporary
should have given it to us inpoetry. Meantime the parson himself
may be dividedin his views as to thematter referred to. There was,
for example,an elderly dmce, auood many years ago

— fifty or sixty
at least

—
in the Soatb of Ireland, who had survived ihree wives, He

was wont to describe them, neatly and piouily, as "
the worli, the

flpsh, and the devil." The first had been a lady of fashion, fond of
company and seldom at tntne. The second wasa notable housewife,
wholooked after ber cook and kept things comfortable. The third
bad hada temper, ani life with her had been that of cat and do*.
The writer in the Standard testifies highly tobis personalexperience
of clergymen's wives, and the aid they give their rev husbands. For
our own part, werecall only one marked cxceptioo. It was that of
the wife of a rector during the famine of the later

"
fortiea

"
in

Ireland. He, we may remark in passing, was an Englishman, a man
of gre*t benevolenre

—
and she ? Well, her opposition to her

busbani's efforts for the relief of the starving poor landed him in a
mad-house, but fortunately only for a tme. Howover, though we
quoted the article referred to, faute de mieux perhaps, we had no
iU sire whatever to reflect adversely on the matrimonial conditions
andprospectsof the clergy of the Church of England, and are now
as lit'le disposed for controversy on thepointas is onr contemporary.

A carious case has recently beenheard at Parranntta, N.B.W.
in which some infringment of the rights of liberty of conscience
seems tohave taken place. The proceedings, however, were quite in

accordance with law— a law of the reign of King Charles 11. The
defendants were twomenbelonging to the sect of the

"
Seventh Day

Adventis'B," and the offence charged against them was that of grub-
bing up stumps and burningeff on Sundays. Their defence was that
they observed as a Ssbb&th the seventh day

—
that is Saturday, and

that they did not think they would be justified in remaining idle for
two days in the week. They were,nevertheless, sentenced to a fine
of s*,and ''

to be set publicly in the stocks for two hours." The
tecond portion of the sentence was greeted by the audience present
tnthe court with laughter— which wassuppressed wiih great seventy

ODDS AND
ENDS.

PiICENIX BISCUITS go CONFECTIONERY


