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17, f snd digni'y by she magistrate, And, in fact, we remember seeing’
nur r ¢ n t 0 }] I (8 some thirty-sight years sgo, etocks that still remained. It was some-
where in the neighbourhood of Sur nwghill, a village on the borders
AT HOME AND ABROAD. of Surrey snd Borkshire, and around which, notwithstanding the
- - comparative cloeencss of London, there then lingered retired nooks
THE foneral of the late Rev Dr Stuart, which took and lonaly beaths, The old atocka in question were shown as a
ODDS AND place on Wednesday, the 16th 1nst, waa attended (‘nrlomt‘y of which the neighbounrs seemed rather prond, They were not
EN DS, by crowds of peagle, repreventing all classes and suggestive of comfort. Thers was a stool on which the delingquent

denominations uf the community, The Very Rev
Father Lynch, Rector of 8t Joseph's Cntbedral, representing the
Bighop ; and the Bey Father Murphy, joined the procession in the
street and followed the remains to the cemetery, The funaral was
certainly the largeat that had ever been witnessed io this city, and it
18 aafe to prediet, that, of {ta kind, nothing on so vaast a scale will be
seen bere again, The deceased had be'onged to asta'e of things gone
by, bat whose memories and associations, though in their turn dying
out, were etill sofficiently strong to be manifested. The religious
apirit of the past, too, now lingering faintly, is ere long destined com-
pletely to expire. No Protestant minfeter in Danedin will ever again
hold the place that was occapied bere by Dr Binart.  For those of us
who realised this, the funeral took something more than the
sccustomed tone of eolemnity. It was the last great Christisn
dermonstration that our non-Catholic fellow-ci1lizans would ever make,
and io the passiog away of any form of Chkristianity there is much
that is ominons and gloomy.
8 Christian past a3 wall s of 4 dead minister.
Our contemporary, the Auckland Beekly Standard, discosses,
though not, hs says, with controversial intent, an article 10 praive of

clerioal calibaey recently quoted by us from an Anghean pub ica- |

tion. Our Aucklend cootemporary, oo the contrary, overflows with
praiee of matrimeny of all kinds. He thioks & man is even the
better of baving a wifato help him tostarve. The articie quoted by us
speake, among the rest, of the misery of a married man's battls with
the woll at the door, which, it says, is worse than almost any rorture,
‘' He is weleome to his choics,” says the Standard, * bat of the two
give ug the latter {the wo f) with a sweet and sympathising feminine
partner,” But that is too charming for prose, Our contemparary
susald have given it to ue in poetry, Meantime the parson himself
may be divided in his viaws a8 to the watter referred to.
for example, an elderly divine, & sood many years ago—fifty or aixty
at least—in the Soath of lreland, who had survived three wives, He

was wont to deseriba them, neatly and piounsly, as **tha worll, the :

firgh, and the devil.”
company and seldom at home. Tke second was 4 notable housew) fe,
who looked alter ber cook and kept things comfortable, The third
had hal a temper, and life with her bad been that of cat snd dog,
The writer io the Standard testifies higbly to bis peracnal experience
of clerpymen’s wives, and the axd they give their rev husbands, For
our own part, we recsall cnly one marked c¢xceptios. It waa that of
the wife of a restor during the famine of the later " forties” in
Ireland. He, wo may remark in pasarng, was an Englishmap, a man
of great benevolence—and she ? Well, her opposition to ber
buoeban 1’a ( Morts for the relief of the starving poor laoded him in a
mad-bouss, but fortunately only fur a t'me. Howeaver, though we
quaoted the article referted to, faute de micuz perhaps, we bad no
Ji gire whatever to reflect adversely on the matrimoaial conditions
end prospects of the clergy of the Chureh of Englacd, aod are now
as lit'le disposed for controverey on the point as is onr contemporary,

A corious casz bas recently been heard at Parramatta, N.BW,
in which some infripgment of the rights of liberty of conscience
meema to have taken place. The proceedings, however, were quite 1o
accordance with law—a law of the reign of Eing Charles II. The
detendants were two men belongiog to the sect of the ** Seventh Day
Adventin's,” and the offence charged agatnst them was that of grob-
hing up stumps and burmng ¢ff on Sundaye. Their defence wag that
they observed as a Ssbbath the seventb day—that is Baturday, and
that they did pot think they would be jusufied 1n remaizcing 1dle for
two days in the week, They were, neverthelees, sentenzed to a fine
of Be, and ““to ba eet publicly in the stocks for two hounrs,”” The
second portion of tha sentence was greeted by the sudience present
.D the court with laughter—which was suppressed wiih great severiy
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The funeral, in a maaner, wae that of |

There waa, |

The first bad been a lady of fasbion, fond of !

8+, and, in fromt of it, suppor-ed by a frame, were two boards, sg
placed edgewaye, that the upper could be lifted to give admission
tete holes, made half in one board half in the other, of the offeader’s
ankles, leaviog hia legs stretched an?, hig feet sticking out on the
other gide. When the top board was lowered it was Eaatened down,
locked by » padlock, and the beadle remained master of the situation,
Tre atocks stoxd in the vpen air, and must have afforded a pastime to
the boys of the periel, It ehou.d take a good deal of magisterial
severity and dignity to supprees tle secsation that must arise among
the orange groves of Parramatta were any culprit now to ba so
punished there, The ipvocation of the stocks, nevertheless, wag not
altogether out of place in a case in which men were punished for
availing themsclves of their privilege of private interpretatipn of
Holy Seripture and of act:ng npon it. o fact hardly any cees, it it
be fully coosidered, cac make the pretences of Protestantism seem
maore absurd.

|
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! .A curi.ug cas?, too, is proding at Wellington. It is one in which
| 8 spiritualia’ medinm, pamed Hackett,and his sister, are being prose-
} cuted for imposture.  The ¢ffence 18 said to bave takon place at a
| seance held at Petone— where gause snd lumizous ol are deseribed ae
[ baviog bren made to represent spirits. A more curions charge brought
! sganst Hackett, doubtlers #iso 1n acecrdance with some antigusted
l law~—15 that of having pretecded to exerciae enchantment and have
[ commumun with the spirits of the dead, This 18 & charge of & much
i wider interest, a7d wlich concerne muny penple who are capable of
i saying & go d deal on the suhj ct. Mr Btead, for example, will pos-
| sibly make bimec!f heard withiregard to it, As to the prosecution of
mediums, beycod the punishment of the 1o hiwdaal cheat, very little
1310 be hopad from it, 1t has taken p'ace over acd over sgain, with.
} out any other «ff ct. Nay, some leaders of high repute RMOng
| epiritualista admit that deception 18 common, and, censideriog the
i nature of the caee, ivevi able, Tney even defend and sympathise with
; mediams who have been detected 1n fraud, As to the victims dee
i cerved, cousidering the fr q :eat exposurcs made, and the charactar of
! the communica ionsnto woich they enter, they seem deserving of very
} little commigeration.

The movement for the pres:rvation and revieal of the Irish
language contioues sctive, and 1f 1nfluence and earneatness on tha
part of thuse who are eogared in it epsure success, its result is
certatn. At s coogress recently held at the Maosion House in
Dublin for ita promotion, many nfuential men were pres:nt, and
wdighty argumentd were advane d.  Ope of the speakers said of the
langasge . ** It was & beautiful tongue, Al the wit and the claver-
nees, and the sparkling intelligence, and the power, aod the passion
of tre Irish people were embodied in it.” The eminent Celtic echolar,
Dr Douglas Hyd:, testified as to th: inteiiectual bearing of tha
language on thuse who made uis of it. He contrasted the men of
more advanced years, those of 40 or 50 years of age, who had received
no eluca ivn, or only that of the hecge schoo!, yet who were infinitely
mare inte'ligent, mors pleasaht companions, and better educated, in
the higher rense of the word, thano their children. * If one asked tha
old peopla the name of & cloud in the sky, the name of & plaat, the
asame of a small bird, they could give it to them and koew all abouat
tbese things, bul the youny people who bad been taught in Koglish
were hopelessiy ignorant about all these matters.,” The M'Gillicuddy
attribuied to the decay of the Irish language Ireland's prospeot of
logirg her place amoag the nalions of the earth.—A little before ths
sitting of this congrees 1n Dublin, at & mecticg held in Providenge,
Ehude Lsland, Professor Aloozo Williames, of Brown University, urged
upon echotars the teceesity of étudying Celtic, It had lately been
found necessary, he said, to take ap the stady in connection with
tbat of Gotbic. The study, be explained, was generally necessary
because of the construction and Iiterature of jthe language, and
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