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confederate dungeon contribated by the President of the Swiss
Bepublic to the Nortk dmerican Review for February. These colonies
are particalarly interested in tbe disposition in queation now that a
determination exists to renew slavery in & portion of their territory.
Buch, of course, was the meauiog of the paper read the other day 1n
Loadon oy Mise Shaw,and su loudly appisuded by colonial * ewells,’
anzions, by their airs and graces, to recommend themsslves to the
aympathy of bigh suciety. DPresident Fray, when a young man, had
goBe 00 a visit to Awmerics, aod had taken setvice in a farmer's family
living io & 8wiss settlement. While he waa there the war broke out,
and be enlisted, After various adventures he was taken prisoner, und
confined in a Bouthern gaol. Ha gives his readers to nndsratand that
be leavea untold & good deal, but what he does reveal is enough to
borrity thase who read it. Among the rest, to snch extremes of
honger were the priconera reduced that they were glad to catch rats,
with which their cel] swarmed, and to have them cooked for their
food. It i= unfortunate for the fame of the slave-holding aristocracy
that a man of such prominence sarvives to give testimony against
them. It was not, however, tbeir fault if he did live to tell the tale.
Hin narrative shonid go far, moreover, to discredit the complaints of
sruelty on the part of the Federals by the rebels of the fouth, Gene-
al Butler's record, for example, must sgem mroch lighter to thoss who
read thess details, Ir, meantime, somethiog of the old ferocity re-
maios, it s bot what might be expected. It takes more thao one
gettaration to obliterats the traces of auch an inheritance, That some-
thing of it, and even a good deal, does remain is evident in the
sfrocions punishments inflicted on negroes who have committed, cr
&7a supposed to bave committed crimes. And we sre now told of an
unhappy woman put to death by harrible tortzre for a wmaurder of
which she was innocent, Home classieal stadent amoog the mob had
wridently recalled the treatment given by the OCarthaginiaos to
Regulus. Like bim, this negress was shut np in 8 barrel amoog the
points of nails and rolled abont until abe died. But these wera the
people who bad theit coloursd fellow creatures at their complete
mercy, and who, we are eomsatimes tald, Mra Beecher Stowe notwith-
standing, treated them with the greatest possible loving-kinduess,
Prasident Frey reveain to ua the tros dispegition of the men, and gives
to all who would preserve humaasity from brutalising influences an
additional rearon to cry out against the establishment, on any pre.
tence or under any appearance, of alavery in Australia.

In turning over the leaves of Cardinal Newman's * Apologia
we have come acrose a passage thatisof some pertinence with regard
to one of the favourite arguments of the period, The passage runs
ag follows :—" From the age of fitteon, dogma hao been the funda.
mental principle of my religion, I know no other religion. 1 cannot
enterintotheides of any other eort of religion ; religion, 28 4 mere senti-
ment, ia to me n dreamw and a mockery, As well can thers bs filial Jove
without the fact of a Father, as devotion without the fact of & Supreme
Belng." What, however, Newman could not understaud ia ag plain
a4 daylight to many pundite of the day—who even, if they bad
their will, wourid force upon us all a religion withont dogma. They
ackoowledge that such a religion is tanght in the public echools,
which they impose upon us— ackoowledging also, albeit wacon-
eciously, that they are talking nonsenee, by way of an excuse for
tyranny.

Qur Cootemporary the 7riad for March completes his first year
of publication. Our contemporary shows signs of the advance of time
aod of a maturer age, His tone this month i3 more subdued, if aot
more solemn ; bis mwatter is more solid, and generally the seriousness
of life seeme Lo have dawned upon biv more reverent geze, We do
bot know whether, for our part, our contemporary ranks na with those
whe, ke says, bave pinched him on the ely or pulled his baby bair—
but we are are conscious of having now snd then tried to pick a hole
in his contents, Had we perceived that we were dealing with the
tender flesh of a baby, perhaps we should bave been leas vicious.
Qut excuse must be that we dealt with an infant Elercoles, whose ekin
was as leather to the tonch and yielded but little eatisfaction to the
spiteful finger, May onr esteemed contemparary proceed and proeper
according to the promise of his completed year,

Our contemporary the Donedin Star, rather to our snprise, and
altogether out of keeping with the genersl tona of his columns, soroe
litle time ago publighed an excellent sketch of the Trappiet com.
maaity in Bouth Africa from the pen of the agent who acccmpanied
Mr Santley in his recent tour there. Aa & met off against the favour-
able deseriptisn given, and by way of a retorn to what ie more con-
gonial to hia tastes, our contemperary now pablishes & pketch of a
Trappist convent in Bosmia, It had been writteo by the Vienos
correspondent of the Daily Telsgraph. It purpotts to be favonrabie and
appreciative—nay, there are one or two passages in it that might be
taken a8 showing that the writer really understood and valued what
be saw, Oun the whole, bowever, the traces of the superctlions sneer-
ing wisitor who looke contemptuously abeut him, and ever to him-
solf caricalures al! be beholds, are evident, The kerne! of the matter
is tbat in which the writer suggests the conditions on which monks

 may ba received into mooasteries, and this it was, no doubt, that
recommended the eslract to the kind attention of the Hrening Star,
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The writer, in a word, came on a very curious sort of mook :(—"A
tall, well-built, iotelligent, hermit of some thirty-eight or forty year®
stood opposite me, gazing earnestly, wis'fully into my eyes. His face
was both striking and prepossessicg, a sort of Fra Angelico counten-
sace characterised by & myatic swootncss and a boly melacchboly that
were capiivating.” This wonk, though silunce was strictly enjuiued
by the rule of his Order, begged a heariag of the visitor, and poured
forth a plsintive tale into bis ear. He waaa novice, he explaineds
who wanted advice a8 to whether be should reroain in this convent or
try some other. A monk he must be. 8o his coseience and his con-
fessor told him, but he wae not bappy here. Tv quote Lhe writer's
wordal:—* ‘I am not bappy bere. The Novics Master is ever flnding
fanlt with me. I s wauting in salacrily, in obedience, he saya,
am slotbful, inclined to eelf-indulgence. You cannot realise how
these rebokea drive me to despair, Oh, what I saffar! And that ia
not the worst, Yesterday the bell rang for prayere, and I did not
come in time, I am a little hard of beating, and I did act koow it
had yong. When I told him that he actually said he doubted
whether X was really a Oatholic! I not a Catholic] I, who forsook
the world, my country, friends, family, and children to devote myselt
whelly to the service of God in a monsastery.,” *‘ What, are youa
married, then 7' I asked. ¢ Certainly ; and, after having left my wile
and children to—' ‘Bat you don’t mean to say that your wife is
living ' * Yes, poor thing, and a hard time she has of it, with five
children wholly unprovided for, in Moravia, Aud the man, who, to
follow his vocation, has not hesitated to——' ¢ But, but your wife—1I
mean, your childrea,! I did oot know what I meant or was saying:
#o aatounded was I at these revelationa. However, 1 collected my
thoughta and resolved to give him a bit of my mind : * Well, in my
opinion, the person who leaves his wife and five young children
without soy means of sabsistence, and who hopes—' ¢ Brother, I
see the Father Novice Master coming. Good-bye. Praised be Jesus
Christ,’ And he was gove,” Wedo not believa tbe tale to be an
mmvention. The description appears too realistic for that. Where
wo doubt the writer's good faith is in his probably haviog withheld
the explanation that it mesms bardly possible be did not obtain, He
had simply met with a madman, possibly neither monk nor sovice,
but somse poor fellow imagining bimself to be such ard charitably
hemoured by the commarity. Whether the visitor was deceived by
the wild imsginings or yielded to the correspondent’s temptation and
made a sensational story of them is the doubtfnl point, As he does
Bot otherwise writa like a fool, we fear it was hia honesty rather than
his wit that was at fanlt, Qur contemporary the Star, in borrowing
the tale, possibly failed on both points,

Mr P, J. O'Regao, M.H.R, in a letter which we publisb else-
where, refera to the ntterance on the social problem recently made at
Bydrey by the Cardinal Archbishop. Mr O’Regan, as we all know,
is an ardent disciple of Mr Henry George, and consequently in-
satiable by anything except iand pationalisation in its extreme
forms, We, neverthelese, hseil Mr O'Hegau’s enthnsissm as a favour-
able symptom. No young man is worth a straw who is not enthu.
singlic on some enkjoct. The condition gives evidence that atuff ia
in him which cun eventoally be ehape 1uto what is gocd snd useful,
Mr Henry George's Lheories are viry fine 1o read—mors especially
for pevple in the towne, to whom they ruggest & life of ease and
comfort to be enjoyed at the expence of somebo .y eise, In fact we
see Mr George’s theories adopted by po man of aty practical ex-
perience or tried common gense, Mr O'Kegan, we are sure, has p eaty
of common sense, not tried as yet bet worth a tria'.  We may add
that their being feveriehly taken up by Dr McGlynp, an eoclesiastic
whom we for our part hold in Do very reverent estimation, in aur
opinion telle strongly against them and of itself proves their up.
soundeess, It is just such sensation-moopers, popularity-honters,
and would-ba leaders of & mob, whose purposes they are calculatad
to serve, If, in fact, a8 Mr O'Regan argnes, the day of small hold-
inga im past, so much tha worge for the world, We have entered
upon & period of diffiquity for which there is no solution. We know,
of course, that timea are cbanged since the Mosaic code waa in foree
or men submitled to the laws of Licinius. No doubt his Eminenca
was accountable also for @0 muech knowledge when he apcks. But
bhumaa nature remaine the game, and foll acope must be left for indi.
vidual effort to develop tha full resources of the land, on which both
town and country depend. Small holdings worked by men en-
couraged by the fall enjoyment of their fruits are what is necess:ry.
This sleo will be effectual in securing general prosperity and abun.
dsaca—if not in altogether doing away with poverty and bringing
abont & condition of cqnality —that can exist only in the imagination
of dreamera or the monthe of charlatans ot schemers, Mr Heory
George we class with the former. We ere convinced of hig perfect
honesty of intention, 88 we need hardly say we are also of that of
Mr P, J, O'Began.

The death of Lord Haonen ie reported, Lord Hannon was bettcr
known to us as Hir James Hanoen, the Judge who piesided over the
Parnell Commission, The sppoiotment of his Lordehip there, as our
regdore are of course aware, was with the jntention that he should
pase senteoce on men prejudged, His being fo102d, on the contrary,
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