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AT ROME AND ABROAD,

It is mn ill wind that blows nobody good. If the
benefits to arise from prohibition are more than
donbtfal, and it even a more moderate reduction
fails to be attended directly by the vast amoant of
good expected, the dierepute intc which the business of the publican
has failen ie etill not without ita advantages. The great drawback—
wa uge the definile anicle advisedly—to saccess in the colonies, and
the great hindrance to colouial progress, ate the falee views genersily
entertaioed ae to the line of eeitlement to be followed, Most of the
peopie who have come hera were at Home working people. In the
case of the Irish immigrante, for whom wo especially write, they
were people brought up to country work—men &nd women, or hoya
and girls, who bad from their childhood been accnstomed to work in
the fields. Maturally they came to the colonies with the intention of
raising themselves in life, but, unfortunately, in the preater number
of instances, when they were in a position to do so, they took the
wrong turn. Instead of making use of the ruoney they had earned
to settle themaselves on the land, the frue source of independence and
prosperity to the ieodividual, and the ecorce whence safety and
welfare to the country must proceed, they turned their thoughts to
trade and bueiness, In doipg this, bowever, the Irish rettlers, for
whom, B8 we have said, we especially write, laboured under com-
parative disadvantsges. They came from a country where thay had
bad Do epportunity of acquiring bosiness habite, They had not, to
any extent, even had an opportunity of seeing, from a distance,
business carried on. All their experience was confinel to mgri-
cuitoral pursuits, It must be admitted, in passing, that with thege
they had become acquainted under difficulties, This, and not the
want of schiooling 2a has been sometimes supposed, for, s a rule, the
Irieh publicans are quite as much masters of the three ©* R'a " aa their
neigbbours of o'ber naticnalities, who are otherwise engaged in trade,
this it wae that inclined tbe Insh settler who had made a little
money to peck for ite investment in a poblic house, Here was a
business that could be conducted without any particular training,
and for which the tact and geniality with which Nature had endowed
bis race exceptionally quaelified him. As to the agricultural puranits
in which be had been engaged at bome, he had seen the worat side
of them, There was bard work aod little for it, If it wss on bis
own or his father’s farm be had to put ia bis tweive tours & day,
barely 'o make na much as—when the claima of the landlord were
setUed—kept & miserable roof over his hesd aod supphed him
seantily wnh inferior food apd insufficient clothiog. If ne worked
for an employer be was even worss off than the farmer and his son,
Puople have wondered that on coming to America or the colonies the
Irieb iromigrants, a people of agrivoltural breeding and habits, have
herded together in the towns and not sought the labouar to which they
had been #ccustomed and for which they were well fi'tad, But they
bhad been bardly ourdened in tha fulfilmest of that labour, and no
wonder they were glad to feel themeclves free of it once for all.
What the Irish immigrant failed to see wae that it was one thing to
work for a landlord or a master, but gmte another to work for him-
self. What of those publicans, lfor example, who are now about to
lose their licenses? When they entered the busioess, at least, they
bad some money. Poeeibly, and wmost probably we fear in most
<8aes, they have since loat it.  Had they taken up land and spent their
capital and labour there how differant wonid bz their position, The
calling of the farmer, it may be, bad it diawbacks. It involved a
life of more or less joneliness. There was a trudgicg sbout in
the mud sod ao exposure to the weatuer, aud maoy un-
pleasantnesses, if not hardshipe, pecaliar to the pursuit. But
were there not drawbacks and ubppleasantnesses in the other
line of lifel—iate houre and sleeplees nights, whime to be
endured, and patronage to be courted, and, now, finally,
the mercies of the " wild women " to be experienced ! If, therefore,
the businesa of the publican has been discredited asd placed in such
a position that no one can any looger look upon it a8 an easy means
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of living, or even one by which he ean be secure from year to year
agsinst total roin, 80 much vood ensues 1hat people who bhave saved
money will no longer risk it tn this way. The Irish settier, too, must
turn hie thonghts to some other opening—and for him, more than
for acy other, that opening is the land. It would be wetl, indeed,
if our settlers would comsder this matter in ite proper light, and
recognise that bere lies the point to determipe not obly their own
future, buot that of their children, The peopla who own the fand
muast be the real mastera of the country. All onr fortanes wiil Hein
their hands, They must be the mex to save us, for iustance, from the
spirit of communism now growing in the towna and certain to
increage there. The temper of the age ia such that without their
restraining influence toe Colony must become the playthiog of wild
or unscrupulous theoriats guided by folly or designing ends, And is
not the life of personal independence and usefn} inflnence over
peblic affairs, that settlement on the lands offers, the life that any
sensible father would choose for his children? What, ia tact, is
there to be compared with it? The e¢ivil gervice, with it geanty
pay and expensive obligations of s ehabby gentility—liable, ton, to
redanction at 8 moment's notice far A0y CAUS2 or Do cause! The
clerkship with ils scorea of applicaits for a paltry place, and the risk
of ingtant discharge at the firet hint of an incresse to starvation wages ?
The whitest of hands and the best made up of collars cannot com-
pensate a man for the loes of hig independence or for being—under the
false appearacces of 8 gentleman—no bLetter placed or more manly
tian a flapkey, Or, in cases where there are means to sahirs 1o
the proud stasding of the learned professions, shall the boy gain,
who might, if his pirente desired it, be a land- wner? The Iaw<i:
already overstocked, The daoger is, 80 numersus are the learned
geutlemen, and so slender the chances of their b.ing able to make
both ends weet, that the profession may become degraded. Thera
was a tyme, for example, when the name of attorney " had gaiped
in the old couwn'ry such a significati n that map refused any longer
to be knowao by 1t, and adopted nstead that of " solicitor” Filling
tae ranks =ith etarvelings, may, perhsp , renew the past. Wado
not koow that anything muc i more brilhaat is to be expected from
overcrowding the ransa of cur medicil mea. We do know that,
quite commooly at Home, the country and ‘he lesser town doctor
wag & person «f no very : luant means and ao very diustinguished
social standing, He did ool rank with the gen'ry, nor was he
sdmitted, even as a medical attendant, into their houses, For the
gentility of the aversge medical atudent we may coneuit Bob Sawyer.
Man therefore, wbo have the troe interess of their sons at beart
~-even men who have money, aod who might educate their
boys for ibe learced professions—will turn their thoughls for
them to the land. Here is the certainty of independence and pro's~
perity, nnd the sure ground of safety and defence sgaiost an Qncef-
tain future, Aud now is the tzme; the chapce is ieasening every day.
If, theo, as we have said, tha closing of the puablic houses has tha
effect of placiog many of those, who would otherwise ocoupy trech,
tie settlers on the lands, the messure will be of great benkefit—first
of all to those peopls themaselves, but aleo to the community in
general.
To have to blow your own trampet is bad encngh,
A MELANCHOLY When the tune you bave to play is equivalent,
STAVE. for example, to that which the old cow died of —adusit
omen! we refrain from saying jige played to mi.e.
stones—it is plain that the need becomea much worse, Suct, how.
ever, io the task that mow devolves npon ws. We have got to blow
sor owa trompet, and we have got te play upon it a moet lagubriot s
tuoe Ia this case, bowever, our readera need not be afraid, It is
we, not they, whe atand in the place of the old cow, We are mors
likely to dis, if uot of the tune of something quite as bad, than they
wre, It is they who, if they are cruel and herd-hearted, may act the
Lert of the mile-astones to whom the trumpeter wainly plays his jign.
We do not, however, so harshly judge those with whom we have to
deal, We have known them now for a good many years, and we havs
no reason to complain of their treatment of ne, All we have to do
is to jog their memory & little ae to the good turn they owe us; We
may safely say that the NEW ZEALAND TABLYT bas been faithful to
the duty uodertaken by it at the outset. It undertook to defend
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