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R EE FT O N. her only, is shed abroad over all the world, Many peopls, outeide
the one trus Church have charity—that could not be denied—but if
e

(From an occasional Corrcspondent.}
Febroary 21, 1894.

EvENTs have been the reverse of intetesling here during the past
fow monthe, The epidemice—influenza and impecuniousnese—have
made the residents of Reefton low in health and low in spirits.
Obristmas and New Yesr have passed away like a tale that is told—
and not a very plessant tale either., People seem to have exhausted
all their energy inm one supreme and spasmodic effort durieg the late
electoral contest, and when the campaign was over and victory
assurad s reaction set in, & celtapse took place, and everybody hae
romained in a state of comatose Jimpaess ever since.

The Bisters of Mercy seem to be proof against the contagion of
sloth and apathy that affects the rest of the population. Actuated
over by s unflagging energy, always zealous for Lhe ndvancement of
religion, and for increasing, extending, and maltiplying their com-
munities, tbey have now esucceeded in establishiog a branch of their
Order in Westport. Tue superiotes of the Beefton convent, accom-
panied by xix Siaters, left for Westport about the end of Jannary,
sod the new convent, a commodions and comfortable building,
was formally opened at the latter place under the moet encoursgiog
anspices, the first week in February.

Bav Father Galerne, a young French priest newly ordained, haa
been appointed to the curacy of Reefton, and en'ered on his new
dutien about a forinight ago—diligent, pious, meditative, and retiring,
it reqnires Do Beer to prophesy that the youog curate will soon become
a favounrite,

Quite & seneation was created here recently, by the arrival of the
Rev Father Briand, who had come to pay a farewell visit, beiog on
his way to Sydney, where he is to remaia for 12 montha for the bene-
fit of his health, When it became known that Father Briand was to
arrive by the evening irain, the members of the choir, accompanied
by several of the leading Catholics repaired to the railway station in
& specisl conveyance to meet him. Fatber Briand was then driven
to the presbytery, which, durirg bis stay was Jiterally besiegad with
visitors. In fact, so cordial and warm was the reception generally
sccorded the rev gentleman, that one wonld 1magine ke had been
absent from Reefton for 11 years instead of 11 months; it speakd
volumes for hia personal popularity, Prior to Father Briand's depar-
ture, he was entertained at a eocial by the Rev Father Rollaad, who
did the honours in & most suave and hoepitsble mauner. There
were abont 30 guests present, including choir members (past and
present), and other privileged friends. Rev Father Rolland, who as
heat ocespied the chair, proposed *“Our Guest,” which toast was
drank with musical honoars, Rev Father Briand appropriately reply-
ing. Beveral songe sod chorudes were given duting the evening, and
altogether a most enjoyable time was apent, the party breaking up
about half-past 11 p.m,

The Altar Bociety have a big undertaking on hand now—to
defray the cost and erection of a statue of the Bacred Hesrt, which
has been newly importedifrom Fraoce. The statue is & beautiful one,
life size, and of cboice, and exqnisite demgn, It has beea placed in
a niche of Gothic shape, over the high altar, where it appeals to the
devotion of every Catholic, and certainly adds greatly to the interior
embellishment of the church, or rather of the sanctuaty  This parish
being specially dedicated to the Sacred Heart, last Bunday week, Feb-
ruary l1th, was set apart for the ceremony of the benediction of the
statne, Advantage waataken of the Rev Father Briand's presence in
our midst to invest the oceasion withall the ecleanity possible. Bpecial
music had been assiduously practieed by the choir, under the leader-
ship of Mr Lynch, with the moat eatisfactory results, In the mora-
iog at half-past eleven Farmer's Mass wae sung, the vatious solos
being excellently rendered, Miss Bhanks particularly distinguishing
berself. This young lady passesses a voice of considerable compass,
fexibility and sweetness, whick, with practice end caltivation will
need only to be heard in order to be aporeciated, It being the first
Bunday m Lent, Bev Father Briand preached on the Gospel of the day
—* The Temptation in the Wilderness "—that Gospel which, perhaps,
mure than sll the othare, admits of snch graud and realistic elabors
tion, each vivid word peinting. Needless to say that the sabject waa
ekilfolly treated, although time permitted but & mere shadowy out-
line of the sublime theme, At Vespers, in apite of the inclement
weather, an unusually large congregation sssembled to witness the
benediction of the Bacred Heart statae, The high altar aad
niche were profusely decorated with flowers and candles agd the
dazsling glow of light and colour. softened by tha haze of the
ascending incense—{through the mist of which the statne ssemed to
be animated with life) produced a strange and impressive effect.
The ceremony of the benediction was performed by Bev Father
Rolland, amisted by Rev Father Briand whose discourse on this
ccoasion was delivered with a characteristic verve and earnestness
indieative of deep feeling. The subject was * Charity,” that trus
charity, which, omanstiog solely and entirely from the Bacred Heart
of Jesus is to be found only in the Catholic Church, of which Jesus
Chriat is the founier, sud which, through that Ckarch, and through

it is the real divine charity, it muoet proceed from only one divine
source, from the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and as long as that Heart
beats wilhin the bosom of God’s Church, o long will the burning fire
of charity cast forth its rays therefrom, ravivifying and regepsraticg
maokind, and permeating through all the grades of society, through all
the nations of the earth, Ian cenclosion Bev Father Briand exhorted
the congregation to act always it conformity with the teachings of
their Choreh as propounded to thew by ite pastors, snd besought
them also to co-operate espectally in every poesible way with their
own venerable pastor, tha Rev Father Rolland, who had made so
msny nsactifices for them, and who bad done so much to propagate
amongst them a siocere and deep-rooted devotion to the Bacred Heart .

FOUR HOURS TOO LATE.

“Oh, God ! if I could recall the past three or four howrs.
what trouble a man may bring upon Rimself all in @ moment,”

Mr. James Curtis and Mr. C. 8, Bennet, both of San Francisco,
bad been intimate friends for yeats, Lagt summer they quarrellad
for the first time, each acousing the other of wrong, Better thoughts
prevailed and they were reconciled, But yon cen’t undo what is
once done. Memory kept the record on her slate, They avoided
oach other as much as possible. 8till, living as neighbours, men
must meet sometime, These two met in the street, The quarrel
was renewed, Bitter worda flew fast and thick, and Curtis, beside
himsclf with rage, drew bia pistol and sbot Bennet dead op the
spot. Tater in the day he used the above language—so laden with
salf-reproach and sorrow. Yet how uscless, how hopeless, how
valn.

But was Cartie right in saying that trouble may coma sl in a
moment? Troe, it often scema 8o, bat is there not a deeper fact
which wa don’t see? It matters nothing what the nature of the
troubla is. Therefore let us consider a different case on the [T1..%]

rinciple.
v An intelligent woman says :—'* In October 1890, I had an attack
of il'ness from which I never expected to recover, I had sching
pains all over me, and a coogh that neazly shook me to pieces, I
obtained no good elesp night or day, and had to take tg my bed,
waa fed with tiquid food from an invalid'a cup, for I could not raise
myself in bed, My heart flattered eo you could hear it baat an the
pillow, and often pains struck through it as thongh somebody had
stabbed me. Ilsy perfactly helpless, and could scarcely breaths, A
dootor attended me over a moath, but I grew weaker and weaker,
Sometimes st night I wasso bad he feared I wonld not live til]
morning, He called in a consulting physician, and both sgreed that
my condition was critical. I was fed with brandy to keop me alive,
My husband and davghter stayed with me almost constantiy, None
of the medicines admioistered bad moy effect, I was almost at
death'a door,

*“ At this time Mra Keeling, of Mutley, near Piymonth, a friend
of mine, urged me to try A medicine called Mother Ssigal's Curative
Byrap, 1 procured a botile, end after a few days I was able to take
and digest sufficient food tu give me some gtrength, and the worst
eymptoms weie grestly abated. After baving used six bottles of the
Syrup wy health was completely restored, and I bave singe Jelt better
than for the previous thirty years, My two dmughters have also
beeo cured of indigestion by it. I will gladly answer any enquiriea,”,

(Bigned) Mre Lounise Jackson, Buoilders’ Arma Holel, Bridge
Read, Hammersmith, London, Janvary 13, 1892,

In the letter from which the above ig an extract, Mrs JFackson
further saya that for over twenty Years before the attack of Qotober
1890, she had suffered from a disordered stomach and liver. She
had a bad taste in the mouth, & poor appetite, and what littls she ate
gave ber pain, She felt dull, languid, and tired, and bad a miser-
able sinkiog fecling in the stomsch, great pain in the cheat and vidaes,
palpitation, giddiness, and frequently fell in the strect and had to
be asristed home.

Bo we perceive that in her case a cause, long in operation, at
last produced the crisis which ckme near ending her lifs, It is
slways tbos, whether we recogmise the cause or not, The crime
commitiad by Curtis was the sadden passionate act of A man who
allowed thoughts of hate and vengeance to take possession of bia
mind and breed the condition which made marder possible. 1In the
very different case of this ludy’s illaess it was an enemy of her body,
indigestion and dyspepsis, which at length broke out into violenes,

The leason is the sume. Watch the beginuing of evil and check
it while yet it may be easily controlled,

See

M:r W, T. Btead finds some means of making & genmation wherever
be goes. In Chicago he addressed the members of the Woman's Club
and denonnced ihem as * the most disreputable women in the city,’
because having been favoured by Providemce with all his bountedons
gifte, thay lived entirely for themeelves. Buch women, he said, were
worse than the most sbandoned croatures on the strests. The Iadies
indignantly proteated, and daring bis sabsequent atay in Chicago Mr
Btead bas had a lively time,

According to the Gascite di Venssia, published in Vanice,
the commander of the forcea in Ligaria and Piedmont hag received
orders t0 immediately complete arming the forts on the French fron.
tier and tbe batteries on the Tyrrhenian Bea. The same paper
alleges that seversl other army corps bave been ordered to be in
readiness for an outbresk of war. This report has caused great
excitement in Venice, where it ia beliaved the Government has aofB.
cient evidence tu prove that France bas been aiding sud sbetting the
revolutionary movemeat in Sicily.



