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was & eplendid record, showing, as it did, £3063 bs to the good, and
this potwithstanding that tbe funeral expensees during the year
amonnted to £170. Beveral of the branches had not sent in the'r
quarterly returns, and he would move that tie Baungiora bracch be
fined £10 for neglecting to fornish their returns, and that the
Greymouth, Waipawa, Hastings, Oamarn, and Masterton be finsd £5
esch for the ssme dereliction. These fines wounld be remitied pro-
viding that the branches complied with the laws of the Bociety. Thke
funera! fund he regarded as most flourishing, the credit balance being
£127 18 9J, whilst the credit balange of theincidental fund was £47.
The presi“ent at some length referred to the bueiness which was on
the order paper, and expreesed the hope that the various reeclutions
to be proposed would receivs their gravest coneideration. He ex-
pressed the hope thai ere lorg the scope of the Society would
he altered with a view to allow persons who were not Roman
Catholics to join in the benefita of the Bociety., (Vice-president—
Never !} Well, he might be in tlhe minority, but thia he would
say fearlessly, that it was tbeir duty—tbeir imperative duty—to Jook
sfter their wives and children, and how could they do that, how coald
they provide for their familios and also for their own burial cxpenses
unless their funds were safficient for those purposes? At present their
roll of membersbip was only sufficient 10 carry on for 20 or 830 years
to come, unlese their bagie was enlarged so as to include non-Catholics.,
The quesiion was & serious cone, but he did not think be would be
doing right unless he put the matter fairly before them, 8hould the
Conference decide to alter tbe constitution of the Socie'y, the iatter
would not lose its individuality, as they wonld atill be Hibernians,
bat their scope and their usefuiness would be eniarged,
ilent went on to refer to the malingering on the part of scme of the
members of several of the branches, and expressed the hope that
this cause of reproach would scon be 1emcved. Before concluding
his speech, the president again referred to bis remarks relative to
his proposition to alter the conetlitution of the Bociety so as to admit
non-Catbelic members, and instanced the success which had been
lchteved by the Boyal Inah Forelters, establisbed in Australia not
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A telegram was received irom the Bev Father Lynch, of Donedin,
{bapking the Conference, on bebaif of Bishop Moran, for their aym-
pathy. The Bishop desired Fatber Lynch to inform the Conference
that be wan alightly better to-day, snd prayed that their delibora-
ticos would be abucdantly bletsed,

The District Secretary, A.O.F', Wellington, wrote on behslf of
the Foresters of the district, conveying fraternal greetinge,

Mr P.J. Nerheny (D.V.P.), mcved, “ That this Board recom-
mend the District Officers to use their best endeavonra 1o bave sec-
tion 16 of the * Friendly Bocietiea” Act, 1882,' so smended that a
branch may not dissolve witbout the consent of the Dhatrict Exexa-
tive Officera (if euch exist) to which it beloogs.” The mover, in a
vigorous apecch, poiated out that the Hokitika Branch dissolved and
diverted the funds, to the disadvantage of the Bociety.

Mr P, Henley (Leeaton) secondel the motion, which was carried,

Mr P. Kearney, District Secretary, in the absence of the dele-
gate from Oamaru, moved—{a) " Toat general law 72, clause 8, be
atnended so that a candidate who haa been eiected, and who canoot
conveniently sttend on a branch night, may be initiated by the preai-
dent at any other time of place,”

Mr Courtney (Christcharch and Nelson) seconded the motlon,

+ which was snpported by Mersrs Paterson (Auckland) and J. Doherty

{New Headford). The latter, however, objected to too much latitude
being allowed as to the place of initiation,

Mr Henley (Leeston) proposed ae an amendment that General
Law clause 72 be amended so that *“a candidate who has been
elected—other than for a town where a braoch existe—may be duly
insalled by the president or the instsliiog officer at sogh officer’s
residence, at the meeting-room of the branch, or at any other time or
place determined by a previous meeting of the branch,”

The motion was lost and the amendment carried,

On the motion of Mr P. J. Nerhevy, D.V.P,, the following new
rule was carried : —* That the widow of & deceased brother may con.
tinue her consection with the district by paying to the secretary of
toe branch to which her deceased husband belonged, the sum of 3a
with'm twenty-one (21) days from the date of his deceass, and 3a
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long ago. That Order wa8 uot purely 3 Cathehc sccnetv, but was
open to all Irishmen and their deccendants,

|

The Very Bev Dr Watters, rector of 8t. Patrick’s College, wrote '

ont behalf of the Facuolty and studen:s of the Coliege, inviting the
delegates to vigit the Uollege on Thureday evening next —The
invitation was cotdially secepted.

A telegram was received from the Christchurceh branch wishing |
guccess to the deliberationa of the Conference,

quatterly in ndvance, the amount !m.h the namesjoi all such|widows,
to be returned to the district secretary with each quarterly retotn s
in the case of members, and tbat on her decease, duly certified, if sha
remaing bis jwidow, her representative shsll receive tte sum of ten
pounds (£10). Any widow neglecting her payments for a pariod of

- gix () moniha shall forfeit a1l claim on the district or braoch, and

The district officer’s report waa read and adopted after a short

discussion, The salient points 10 the report were allud:d toin the

president’s speect, and therelore it is unnecessary to enter upon the :

details.

It was resclved tbat a letter of condolence be sent to the rector of
§t. Patrick's College on the loss kis st«ff has sustained by \he death
of the Bev Father Carolan,

The distriet trersurer moved—'* That a centralised disirict sick
tund be formed,” After considerable discussion it was resolved—
1 That the mombera of the District Board, while approving of thia
scheme, believe it eboald be referred back to the branches before
being finally adopted, snd that it be brought up again at the next
hall-yearly meetiog.”

At the evening sitiing the district treasurer moved—* That, as
it hae been demonstrated by competent sethorities that the scile of
charges st present in force is inadequate to meet the bepefits
promised, be it therefore resolved that one penny per week extra be
paid to the sick fuod by all benefit members, from st January, 1894,
in order to meet accroing lisbilities.” RBro. Dennehy (Timarn)
moved a8 at smendmeat—* That members who wera 25 years of age
and over at the time of entry, and who are st present payiog ops
shilling per week, should be cbarged one penoy per week extra to
the sick fund."” This wae lost by 13 to 10, and the original motion
was also lost by 18 to 4,

The Conference was resumed on Wednesday morning,

Fraternal greetings were received from the Corference of Friendly
Societies at present being held at Auckiand,

ghall not be allowed to rejoin."”

A farther telegram was received from H. H. Garrett on bebaif of
the Frieadly Societies’ Conference at Auckland, conveyiog fraternal
greetings,

Motions 10 and 11 were ruled out ol order by the president anm
being wultre vires, The motione referred to were ag follows:—¢ That
18 order to obtain more direct representa ton of the branches st the
anoual and ball-year)y meelings of the Dustrict Board, that all the
future Jmeetings of the District Board be beld in Wellington,"
* That 1a order to secare direct representation it is eesential that
movable meetings of the Diatrict be beld in some ceatral place at
intervals of not less theo two yeare.”  That it is desirable to bave
two District Bosards established in New Zealand, one in the North
Islapd, and one in the Bouth Island.”

Mr Coortoey (Chnstcharch) moved the following resolution,
which was seconded by Mr Nelson (Christchurch) : —** That Law 84
be amended, the following to be inserted after clause 11:—‘Any
member sufferiog from certain diseases shall not be entitled to sick
pay until euch time a8 be proves to 1he satisfaction of the judicial
committee that tbe disease was coniracted other than by means of
bis own misconduct. On proof of his innocence he shall be paid his
rick pay from the timie he cleimed, in accordance with the laws of
the Society."”

Mr James Flyoe (District Treasurer) moved an smendment to
the effuct that no sick pay be granted to any brother contracting the
diseasen reforred to in the motion, no matter how cootracted.

Mr D. Flyan (Auckland) seconded the amendment,
After discussion, the amendment was secepted as an addition tg

L the original motion, which was lost by 14 to 4,



