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tbe parsons or the demagogues of English-speaking communities
accountable for the slaughter of little children ihat is thick among
them1 We do not, however, write to refute anexplosionof irrepres-
sible bigotry. We remember the Scriptural warningthat tbe dog will
reiurn tohie vomit and the bow to her wallowing in the mire. We
write because it is useful for Catholics to kDow whom they have to
deal with—and moreespecially the editors who pretend imp»rtially
toguide andinform them.

Mb Blakb, weperceive, isexertinghimself in Canada,and not
without Bucces'. The following are telegrams of a recent date
published by the Home papers :— " Toronto, Tuesday.— Mr EdwardBlake, M.P.,estimatesthe total amount requiredby the liish Parlia-
mentary Party for the year 8t 240,000 dollars, and makes a strong
appeal in the Globe to liisbmen on behalf of Home Kule. London,
Tuesday Night.— Mr Justin M'Carthy, M.P, received this evening
the following cablegram from Mr Edward Blake, M.P., from
Toronto: 'Five Toronto subscribers forty-five hundred dollars

—
Black.' The need and the good example will of themselvesplead
with our readers more eloquently than any words of ours.

How circum-itaiceß alter cises. StgnorCrispi, hiais. Ifsometime
a Sicilian cocsimator of an txir.mi type, no* dei ounces tbe revolu-
tionary society in the island He accuses them,moreover,of a design
tohand over the principal port! to Russia, whose asaisUnce was to
be given them by bringing on nwar. The situation does not seem
very clear to the uninitiated. We can, however, believe that an
unfortunate people, driven desperate by an txtreme phase of the
misery that alt over the country has issued from misgovernmenti
would be ea^er to seiza on any hope cf relief, however wild or
visionary. Crisf.i's word, nevertheless, is not to be cakea on trußt.
He has no doubt some end to gain,— tbe adhesi in, for example, to
the Triple Alli*nce of England, by whoa a Russian seizure of Medi-
terranean ports could not be suffered. Mr Balfour, by the way,has
been pointing to Russian movements in Asia, and declaring, with
regret, that tbe French also were hostile to England. But this we
may take aspart of the Tory progiamme— an attempt to hamper the
LiberalGovernment by creating a scare among tbe people. Set a
thief tocatch a thief,mpantime, is aproverb we may apply to Signor
Crispi. Of quite a different authority and kind, we may add, is a
recent declarationof tbe Pope's— th.it the present trouble througnout
ths world is due to the corruption of the peoples by the Maso ie
bodieß and other secret societiep.

H. A. C. B. S.

(Froman occasional Correspondent.)
At theusual meetingof St Patrick's Branch No 82 H.A.C.8.8., held
in Christchurchon Monday last, President Brother Rogers, junior, inthe chair, Brother Rogers senior introduceda deputationconsistingof Miss Marglret Rogers and Miss O'Shea representing the youngUdies of tha parish. la introducing the deputation Brother Roger*remarked that tho youig ladies in presenting toe flag wished tosupply a loag folt want,viz., a national flag to remind themembersof ihe land of their birth.

The young ladies here presented the flag, a veryhandsome one9ft by 6ft, made of the best bunting with the harp of Erinin thecentre, a wreath of shamrocks underneath, and the letters H.A.C 8.8.inacircle above, makicg11all a flag of which any branch might wellfeel proud.
The president thankeJ tbe ladies on behalf of the members forthis handsome gift and assured them the members would evertreasure that wuich is so dear to every Irish heart. " th<s nationalflag," aniacksd ih;m oa behalf the branch to bjist it for the firsttimeon StPatrick's Diy, to which they readily agreed.
Bro.Stfllars m>ved a hearty vote of thinks to the fair donors fortheir handsomeaod generom gift, and spoke in feeling ternsol tbepatriotic manner in which it was done.
Bro. Russell O'Shiugnnessy secjnded the motion and endorsedthe remarks of Bro.Bellas.
Oa the motion being put it was carried by acclam»tion.
Bro. Rogers, senr., replied onbehalf of the ladies thanking themembers for their very kind remarks andassured the meeting it wastheir patriotism moved them to do what they had done.The deputation then retired.
After the business of tbe meeting was over refreshmentsandnirmony were indulged in.
Mr Sheahan, J.P., of Auckland, and secretary of the IrishNationalFederal League, who was a delegate to the district boardmeeting, left Wellington for the West Coast on Wednesday night. Iamsure thepresence of that patriotic gentleman will be to the Irish-men of the West Coast as it were the renewal of their baptismalvows, for Iam informed a better Irishman or mate fervent Catholicnevercrossed the line. One of the delegates *ho was present at thedistrict board meeting in Wellington, informedma that ilr Sheahanmoved the motion of condolence with Bishop Moran in his seriousillness in a manner that betr .yed the feeling of his heart. Hebelieves that it wai with great difficulty he prevented the tears fromlowing down his cheeks.
i belike ona of the delegates urged M[r Sbeahan very hard tovisit Christchnrcli on his return from the coast, but time wouldnot permit him to do so. I firmly believe the good workhe has devoted Us lime hii-I attention to, viz., the federationLeague, will, through him, be .aken up in tbis city. Inmyopinioo,in the history of the great struggle for freedominIrelandassistance »as never more needed than at the present day to accom!push and bring to a final issue the work that wascommenced by theGreatLiheritor.Iunierst.nJthat Messrs Patterson and Fairweathertrusts of the New Zuland district bjirdB A.CB.S.are oa a visitto Chnstcburcb. Toe branch officers here want to meet them atLytteltou to-day.

DIOCESAN SUMMARY.

AROHDIOCKSE OF WELLINGTON.

The mission givea to men by the Vmcentian Fathers at St. Mary's
Cathedral concluded on Sunday evening,February :2.">th. A renewal
of baptismal vows wasmaie on the oecasiou. Many members also
joined theLeague of the Cross. The Pontifical Blessing was given.
A mission to children opened on luesday, February 27ih in the
Te Aro parishand closed on Sunday, March 4tb. In tbe eveninga
mission tor women wascommenced in tbe cathedral.

On Sunday, February 25ih, His Grace, the Archbishop, laid the
foundationstone of a church at Stratford.

An entertainment was giveD at Takaka, on February 22nd, to
welcome the very Rev Father Mahoney on his reiurn from his late
tour in America. Father Mahorey g .ye an mtertsting account of
his travels.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.
The Bey Father iveboe, wbo baa been transferred from Karanga-

hake toTauraDga,has received from b s lateparishionersa testimonial,
and an affectionate and regietful addreep.

The Rev Father Purton, O.S B,late of Rangiora, Canterbury
has been appointed to amission in tbis diocese.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.
A consecration of members of tbe Confraternity of the Holy

Family took place in St Joseph's Cathedral on Tuesday e?«ning.
Aspirants receiveddaring (heretreatgiven by the Very Rev Fatbir
Hilary, C.P., will be consecrated shortly after Easter.

Tbe Redemptorist Fathers openeda missionin St.Mary's church,
Manchester street, Chnstchnrcb, on Sunday. Tenders have been
accepted for the erection of a school intbeparish.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

The election of a handsome crucifix in tbe pro-cathedral will
take place at Easter as a commemoration of the Redemp orist
Mission recently given there.

Miss Crawford's Commercial and Family Hotel, PalmerstonNorth, will be found by visitor* and travellers, andall who patronise
it,a?ery comfortable,convenient, and well-conductedhouse.

DEATH OF A RELIGIOUS.
The death occurred early on Weinesday morning at St Dominic'sPriory, Dunedin, of the Sister Mary Francis. Tbe deceased nunhadbeen suffering from paralysis for some years and wasattended by DfAlexander Ftrgusson, under whose skilful treatment she had thebenefit of ill the resources of science. Sister Mary Francuhad beenki.own in tbe world as Misa Maria Sullivan. She was the eldestdaughter of the late Mr Ambrose SullivaD,a solicitorof good portionresiding in Stephen's green,Dublin,but who afterwardsemigrated toQueensland, where, hfter a comparatively short settlement in thetown t f Ipswich, be died,seme 29 or 30 yearsago. Deceased at theage of 27, entered the order of St Dominic at Sion HillContentBlack Rock, remaioiog there notil ehe joined the Sisters, nine inall'who left Ireland in company with the Moat Rev Dr Moran and thelate Morsignor Coleman to found the convent of their Order inDunedin, where they arrived in February 1871. She has been thefirst of this pioneer body of nnos tobe called toher rest- 81mhadbeen 44 years a nun and was aged 71. All who were "oqna.ntedwitb S.ster Mary Francis will hold her memorj in lore andreverence. Sre wasa perfect religious;g.ntle,kind,and thoroughlyrefined inmind and manners. Her talentswere of a verybiehorderand all that industry .oddiligence, seconded by good oppoTtanitie.
could do bad beendone to make the best of them. Her acquire'
ments were varions anJ profound. Her skill M a teacher waaadmirable,and she possessed in a veryuncommon degree thepower
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