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The Melbourne Advecats points out 89 & matter of deep interest
to Irish Nationalists how much changed1owards Mr William Redmond,
on his Iate visit to Australia, were the sentimenta of bis countrymen
there. “For Ireland snd her canse,” Bays our contemporary, * thair
bearts remained a5 warm as ever, but were towards him ss cold as
ice.” They wotld not have reproached him, our contemporary adds,
bad be appeared among them, unless he attemptad to juatify his con-
duct. “Mr Redmond, in sckuowledgement of former services, has
been apared as much offence aud pain as possible, and yet the
experience he has had should serve to impress the Iriah people still
more deeply with the truth that Parueilism, as represented by Mr
John Redmond and hle kandial of followers, bas no existence in this
part of the world,”

The lssue by the Pope of the Encyehical on Holy Writ has part’-
culrly interosted Protestants. We have heard the opinion of Father
Ignatins. Wenow tind s letter written to the Jrisk Times by the
Bev Thomnas Mills, Vicar of 8t Jude™, Doblin—who, in cunclusion,
expresses a belief that the document ¢ will tend to draw both Protes-
tants and Boman Catholics over the world inte [ulier and more com-
plets accord in their religious views and conviciiona—into, in fact,
*the unity of the truth,'”™ The rev gentieman also fancies that he
finde in the encyclical some treces of an intention to adopt methods
of interpretation not only new, but opposed to those so far made use
of, The Pope, nevertheless, ns we may assume without presumption,
would be guite as emphatic as he was in his audience with Mr.
Ohauncey Depew, with regard to his Encyclical on Labour, in declar-
fog that no advance npon the existing doctrive of the (thurch had
been mada by him, It is well, meaatime, that religions Protestants
are turning with approval to consider the matter, The results, in all
probability, will be, at least, their abandonment of time-honoured
prejodices. Bome of them, we may hope, will come to see that the
Ohorch has always been the true custodian of the Word of God,

A Melbourne paper, a3 we have it on the aathority of our con-
temporary, the Wairoz &wardian, reporls a new departure in mis-
sionary enterprive. A picus firm, we are told in ¢ffect, lately got a
line of Bibles cheap, and introduced one each, by way of a Christmas
box, into & number of cheats of tea, which they ware about to send
out, ' Yet will it be believed that one vessel of wrath wrote back to
say that he didn’t sea the point in & Christmas box, when & 73d Bible
displaced two shillinge worth of tea, and he retorded the firm's Bible
in the bope that the firm would forward his tes,” * Gome men,”
adds our contemporary,  don't know the meaning of gratitude,”

In the Lenteo pastoral of the Archbishop of Melbourne, kLie
Grace repeals a charge made by him on a recent occasion that the
secular aystem is ‘‘anomalous and ominoua of future evil The
public gchools, he says, are as non-Christian aa if the pupils were the
children of psgana, The Archbishop expresses his disappointment
that an icflaential deputation that not long ago waited on the
Minieter of Education to repreceat to him the evils of the system,
made 0o mention of the Catholic claime, Ke had boped, be said,
that they would explain the peculiar pusiion of the Catholic body
aod propose that the Catholie schools should be made a department
of the Biate system as is done in England and Canada :—% But
instead of s practical propessl of this kind, caleulated to benefit non-
Catholic and Catholic children alike, what plan was actually proposed
for the Minieter’s accoptance 7 The plan was to have sowe Beripture
lessonr, sud to bave morality withont dogma taught in the State
wchools, Morality withont dogmsa | That 4, a honas without a fornda-
tion—sa cirele without a centre. What is dogma, and what is
morality ! Dogms includes the existecce of a God, the unity of God,
the eternal law of God ; and morality is the relation of man's actions
to the eternal law of God. The Micis'er of Edocation was nsked,
therefore, to exclude from the State school curriculum the idea of
God, and the ides of His eternal law, and still to provide for the
teaching of morality, The problem remains sitll nnsolved,” Hia
Grace, nevertbeless, expresses a bolief that * thers ate not wanting
indications that wise and thoughtful men in various parte of the
Colooy are turning their serione attention to such a solution of the
problem an will da justice to the claims of Catholics, and provide for
the children of all denominations, without impairing the cfliciency
of the Btate system of educatior, a souzd religioua ag well ag & highly-
prized secolar education.”

Mr Gladstone was 81 years oli on Friday, D_cember 29, There
ate, however, two members of the House of Commoca who, in point
of age, are gemor to him—thit ie, Mr C. P. Viiliers and Sir Isasc
Holden, born respectivel? fn 1802 snd 1807, Of thess the one
entered Parlisment in 1835, the other not anoti} 1865. The date of
Mr Gladstone’s enterng tbhe Houso wus 1832 The Daily Chroniole
spenkg thus of the peene in the Commons on the lute OCCABIOD :—
* Nothing ls more strikiog than the dying duwa of the old perdoosl
hate of Mr Gladstone. Who can bate this charming veteram, this
reaplendent personality, bearing the weight of yeara hke a snowflake,
full of youtb, aven the faulte of youth, and with & career going back
in dim gradations to the years when men's dress and thoughts and
babita were sltogethar different from what they are to-day? Na
wonder the Liberals sud lrisb, snd even Tory or two, rose when

the old man glided ir, in his rapid, nervous fasbion, gathering Lia
coat-tails as he welked, his face suggesting, perhaps, eomethiog of a
natural delight in his triumph, his whole demeanour alert, vivid ; hia
colour high, his cost adorned with a buge button-hole—a heart of
violels, & border of lilies.” Of the estimation in whick Mr Glad-
stone is held is ontinental Europe, the following passage forming
the conclnding words of an article on his poliey, published by the
Dibats will suffics a8 an example :— But whatevor the iesue may
be, the world haa nevertheless had afforded it the exampla of this
illustrious old man devotiog sll his remaining energies to & work of
justice, and to the attainment of an ideal which many younger men,
have deemed too digtant to be ever reached,”

The Tatrlismentary rec:rd for 1893 will be memorsble for the
tamber of days on which the House sat. The mumber in queation
was 206, the nearest npproach to it being made in 1838, when the
the number of days was 176. In the matter of divisions, however s
the past year fell behind, The obowber ia 1887, tor example, wad
485 for 160 daya; in 1891, 416 for 141 days. In 1893 it was 404,

The report ia tevived that previons to the death of bis brother, and
while he was gtill of comparatively little conscquence, the Duke of
York had contracted a marriage, wkich, on his becoming heir presump-
tive totke throne, for reasons of State, be was obliged to break. It
seems strange that, if there be no tro‘h in the matter, an anthoritative
coutradiction of it is not made, Buarely even the Crown can bardly.
efford to et at defiance the feelings of people of good morals, If
on the other hand, it ie found necessary, in order to secure a desirable
Beirship for the Throoe, to set at naught the laws of God, outrage the
tights of the family, and legalies adultery, the sgponer some form of
governmeat unassociated with such obligations ie substituted for that
bow exisling the better, It im sll very well to despigs a fales report,
bub to leave one that is demoralising upcontradicted is 8 serigns
abuse of dignity,

The new development of the right of private interpretation
seetns rather worse than the old. We find another sample of it in a
letter to the (age Daily Times, from an interpreter who taked the Car-
dioal-Archbishop of Westminater to task for s proposal made by him
in a recent pastoral, as reported here by cable, This new interpretation
identifies Christianity with modera communism, necessarily
approving ita conclusions by a text, Eristing Christlanity it sharply
rebukes as quite differently conatituted. Communism, naverthelese,
in & legitimate form, has always existed in the Ohurch, and ha3 been
encouraged emnd blessed by her, What, for example, of the religiouns
orders? What, mareover, of those advocates of the new and impuos-
sible gystem who have always been the most virulegt enemies apd
calumbiatore of those communilies? The new developmant of thae
right of interpretation, in fact, bids fair to be more inconsistent aod
mo7e foolish than the old.

Our contemporary the Zriad, for the current month s to hand,
Our contemporary, we see, ia 81ill in the pioua vein, If our contem-
porary'a piety threatens to become somewhat mixed, we muat never-
theless, admit that there might be worse things than that, Hes now
gives us to underatand that he has profited much by a “ thoughtful
and svuggestive sermon " preached at ANl Sants by the Rev A, B.
Fitchett, * The child,” the preacher explained, “ thinks hia father or
muther or schoo! teacher kuows everything,” This atatement we,
for our part, find—where, at lesst, the colanial child ie concerned—
thonghtful, perbaps, sa based on imagination rather than experience,
and suggestive chiefly of the preacher's inncgence, We are, how-
ever, to 1ake the sermon ag the particalar inspiration of omr contem-
porary's preseat number, He saya it afforded him * food for thought
and stimulug for work ” In any case our contemporary’s line ot
though: continues fresh and bright, and bis work is well done, We
are, in short, quite ready to echo the opinion of the Trigd expregsed
by a correspondent who writes from Westport—ts It is a capital little
paper.””  Tre musical supplement containg Brabam's tong *‘ The
anchor's weighed,” and the old ballad “ The Lass of Richmond
Hil”

Asg a proof of a statement previonsly made by it, and which, ws
may Tematk in passing, has been varionsly made snd proved else.
where, 10 the effect that the statistica of orime attributed to Catholics
are swollen by a habit existing amcng Protestsat criminald of enter-
ing themselves as Catholice, Lthe Melbonrne Advogate qaotes the case
of a man named Kuox, arreated in cennection with the Williamatown
tragedy, This man, who represented himsell as a Catholie, our con-
temporary tells ns, * ia tbe son of Protestant parents and was himaelf
reared a Protestant, He never, before his erreat, professed to be
apything else.” Our contemporary goes on to quote the teelimony
of the Governmeot statiet with regard to Iriah aettlers :—* Ag hg
had said frequently before in previous volumes, be repeats in his
Year Book of 1892 :— The ¢fences with which tha Irish were charged,
bhowever, could not have been of sy merions g nature as those ig
respect to which the English and Welth were arrested gs the number
of the former o.mmitted for trial was smaller in propertion to their
nombers in the popuiation thaa that of say other Dationality except
Victorisns,” Our contemporary also gives Mr Hayter's testimony as
to the patt of Ircland in a better state of things :—« According to the
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