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famous deaf-mute inatructor, Rev Dr Thomas
spiritual labour among the deaf mates,
sign language snd other methols of oo
mutes, and laboured successfally smoog them for eight years, Two
Years ago be recovered the use of his speech, and was assigoed to the
little Mission of Bt David's, still continuing hig office of religious
instructor of deaf mutes of the Episcopal faith. There is great grief
smoog these; while they aod all who know the earnest young
convert, are constrained to admire the self-sacrificing spirit in which
he has followed his convictions,

The anoual distribution of Obristmas presents to the poor in
connection with the Anglo-American Conferencs of 8t Vincent de
Paal took place at the Charch of the Eoglish Pagsionists, Avenue
Hoche. The gathering was a pleasant and » merry ose. The priests
of the mission were presect, and all the active members of the con.
ference, including the energetic secretary, M. de Sovza, TUpwards of
& hudred perecns went away laden with more tban encogh for a
Christmas dinner, They entered ope after the other with an originsl
bow or conrtesy, snd were ictroduced by name. More than ane was
ready with a word or a joke to exchange with the genial Fathar
Mathew, who knew each of these sheep of the flock, He 18 their

Geuilandet, he began
He becams an adept in the

providence, ae qertain rich people are his providence. He ia the °

mysterious channe! through which money flows from & few weil-filled
purses ioto the funde of the Soeicty, The other prieste present con-
pected wilh the mismsion were—the Very Rev Father Wufrid, first
Prior-Conanlior ; the Very Rev Father Osmund, Supetior ; the Rev
Father Bernard snd the Bev Fatber Leo.

Bome intercating statistics relating to the Catholic Church, both
at Home and abroad, have just been published. It appsars that the
clorgy in Eogland and Wales at the present time nember 18 bishops
(inclading three coadjutors or sesistant bisbops) and 2,613 prieate,
and that Scotland has 6 bishope, with 366 ptiests, Tke churches and
chapels in Eogland and Wales (xoeluding thoss 1n privats houses) are
1,404, and in Scotland 340, Tuege fignres, a8 compared with those
of 1891, three years back, show an increaes of ahont 10 per ceot,,
and are more than donble of those of the year when the hierarchy
was introdvced into this country. Turning to the city of Rome, we
find that there are now 62 cardinals, aud as the full noamber ia 70
there are eight vacancies 10 the Sacred College. Out of the whole
body of cardinals 34 are Italians, 10 are Austrisng, Germ ne, or
Hungarian-, 4 ate Spanish, 1 Purtnguese, 1 Belgian, 1 of the Uaited
Biates, and 3 are British subj-c 8. Toese last-named are Cardinale
Vaoghan, Logue, aod Morao, Archbgbops respectively of West.
minster, Armagh, and 8ydoey. Thers are tbrooghout the world 10
patrisrchates, with 13 patriarchal Sees, 8 of the Latin and 5 of tha
Oriental rite ; and the total of the arcibiskops aod bishops in eom-
monion with the Pope and See of Roma appears 1o be as nearly as
posaible 956. Ome bishopric in England—that of Clifion —iz now
vacant; and it would seem that there are 42 Catholic peers of
England, Scotland, and Irelaod and also 53 baronete, Nine Catholies
in all ate members of the Privy Council in Englacd or Ireland ;
four are members for Eoglish snd oce for Bcoteb, and 66 for Irish
constitaencies,

At the Coroner’s inguest, a tale of heroism on the part of the

Domioican Sisters was toid in connection with the stary of ths buarp-
ing of Edgewood Academy at Madison, Wis, Bister Bertha was the
first one to discover the fire, and after giving the alarm she hastensd
op the steirs to the third story, where the littls girls were sleeping.
Toe fite originated in a closet about six fest from the door of the
dormitery in which the little girls slept, and this room was filted
with densa esmoke when the Bister reached it. Notwithstanding she
had been i}l, she entered the room, and eeizing cne of the little girls,
teached the door with her and laid ber wpon the stairs for others to
take down, Then ahe went down one flight to get & breath of fresh
air, being almost overcome with smoke, Realiging that she muat

work quickly, if at all, she retorned to the room before she had !

scarcely recovered, Remchiog the second ohild, she succesded in
getting her off the bed, when she fell with the little girl to the floor
in m swoon, and koew no more uoiil she found herselt outside the
building. Siweter Marcellive found Sister Barths, and took the first
child rescned down staira, Begging two young men who came up
the stairs just than to save the Siater, she nndertook the rescue of
the other throe children alone. Gropivg her way throagh the stifling

mmubication with the deaf- .

smoke, ahe poccesded in fndiog their unconmscious bodies, the Iast
being that of Margie Stark. With thig she started to the door, and
and was met by one of the young men who had resoued Sister
Berthe. He took the child and assisted the Bister to s place of
eafoty, Lo a few minutes more the entire floor was ablaze,

AN ALTERED CASE,

(From an American paper.)

WHEN Mise Winifred Driscoll left the Western seminary whare her
education bad been completad, she realised that she hardly had
learned what she wished to know. The aequisition of this know-
ledge was to be the purposas of ber future life. Among the many
well.fized ideas in her very clever little mind, beet fixed waa ber
Bbility to care for and direct berself, 8he waa independent of
intellect, which she worshippsd, and of body, which she affected to
despiee,

Truae, there was her goardian, Amos Grantley —it wad to his home
1 in the metropolis whither she wag now bound-—but 80 long ar she did
; oot exceed her allowsnce be would never interfere with her plans.

As for his wife and daughter, tbey treated her with that difident
i affecticn which a prodigy intoitively demands,

Miss Driscoil's itioerary took bher over a little-travslled road,
through a sparsely-inbabited country,

There were few passengera in the car with her; indeed, thera
seemed but few on the train, judging from the leisnre which the
negro porters found for card playiog aud revelling in a rear section.
Faor some reason they were unruly and boisterons, but Winnie dido't
mind their condunct, for she igoored it. She bore with her a folio on
poilosophy, apd 1t was an megis against distraction. As for the Iack
of society, abe was waetly plessed. People who had never writtsn
serely could not compara with those whe had, Coquetry was beyond
her litany, she needed oo deliverance frem it, The modetn yousg
man rhe condemzed as the shadow of an ides!,

Th re was 2 young man on ber very car, an untichjectionable,
unAssuming young man apparently, since be kept bis seat, nad also
"read, Thbat wae right, It would be bypocritical to blame bim for
being where be doubtless had a right to be; therefore, jet him go
into oblivien with tle porters, Winnia did not even trouble hereelf,
for it would have been & trouble, to ecan his face. For one thing,
Bhe was near-sighted——a defect wkich gave a dreamy charm to her
eyes—for anotber, she was quite too interested to risk losing her
place.

Oue day, in the loneliest part of this lonely journey, there wap
. mach jolting aond etopping maud backing of train aod shrieking of

engine,

Avy ordjnary young women wounld have put her head oat of the

- window to the detriment of her hat; but Wionie considered veither
the commotion nor the bonnet. If thers bad baen a collision abead,
and all runniog on time was disarranged, she presumed that the train
| bands knew their bummness. Bhe cerisinly did bers, which was to
" improve her mind,
However, towards evening, when they reaohed an inolated hut
| calied the * jumetion,” and the cat in which they rode were shanted
lon & siding, and the traia wout on without it, and there were no

sighte nor sounde of the train on the bissecting road, which was to
| annex and draw it, then Winnie deigned to make enquirfes, for she
| bad pot planped to camp out. She learped that the connection bad

been missed, and that the car must remain thare for twenty.tour
. hoars. Bhe perceived that her informant, the porter, was insolent
* and intoxicated, and that several of hiy associates, in a similay con-
! dition, too, had contrived to be left with bim. But Winnie had the
| stout beart of inexperience. Her personal dignity had always sua-
I

i tained her in the crisis of achool life.
When the portet roughly announced that “ those who wanted io
' eat bad better stomp up lively to the hotel, a mile distant down the
| croes road,” abe shrugged her shonlders and said she wasn't bungry,
| thus proving her allegiance to the atate of pupiiage, and resnmed Aoy
readiog.

The rest of the company, two fat and eelfish middle-aged men,
intent oo cock sils; an old cosple with an irritable grandchild, ang
E the modest young man departed, Noue of them beeded Ler exosph




