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Turrent Topics

AT HOME AND ABROQAD,

THE following is the translation of a reply received
from WMadame de MacMahon, Duchess of Magenta,
by the Auckland branch of the Irish National
Federation. Our readers will remember that on the
death of Marshal MacMahon, the branch had addressed a letter of
condolence to hig widew :—% To Mr Joseph A. Tole, President of the
Irisb Confederation. 8ir, I bave been deeply touched by the lask
homage, which yon have just rendered, in the name of the Auckland
Irish Oonfederation to the memory of him whom I weep. The marks
of sympatby which in this day of mourning the ol co-patriots of the
tamily of the Marshal send me, are to me a vary sweet and apecial
conaolation in the great grief which has croshed my life, Have the
kindness then, sir, to express to the members of the confedera ion
over which you preside my complate gratitode for it, and to k dly
accept the assurance of my marked esteem.—MADAME DE ¥AG-
Mauoxr., La Foréf, 10th December, 1893,”

We clip the following from a contemporary :—In Victoria
recently, a Mr Byan, in strolling over his paddocks, noticed a small
cluster of trefoil which bors Cape weed blossom. The flower is the
same sire and colour as that produced by the Cape weed, but the
stoms of the specimens obtained wers those of trefeil, If the charae-
tar of the best grasees of our pastares ia to be altered by & pracess of
inocuointion, the question eseumes a gerious Bspect, and the Cape wead
will be considered & greater ¢ curse ' than the Californian thistle.”
Now it is & corious fact that a few weeks ago, the writer of this note
wag thrown iotoa etate of wondermeat by the discovery in his garden
of a plant of Cape weed—bearing about half way up the Aower gtem
8 paney blossom, Nothing less was thaught of than a new antipodean
marvel —aven eurpassing those that bave bein famoas, Oa the sub-
mission, however, of tha curiosity to one of ths pricipal Dunslia
florists, that gevtleman admitted that it was indeed a cario-
sity—but no lusus natarme. Ao inseet, it appeared, had carried the
panay blossom up the stalk and tightly glued 1t there. Possibly a
similar state of things may mccount for the wonder reported from
Victoria,

It seams that in Italy the old superstition attached to the num-
ber 13 is carred to an excess, Elsawhere it has been ¢nnfined to the
sitting together at table of that nomber of paople,

#Nombre fatal ! piésage épounantable,”
In Italy, hawever, we are told that to do anything particular on thag
perticular day of the month is reckosed most unlucky, The case in
queation is the retara to office of Bigaor Orispi, which was thuas ill-
timed. It wenld be fortanate if superstition onty made the matter one
of ill-omen,

The Bydney Freeman's Journal reports that Mr William Red,
mond, M.P.,, who, with Mre Redmond, bad been for nome months on
& vieit to his father-in-aw, Mr James Dalton, of Orange, haa ieft
New South Wales for Burope. Mr Redmond, says onr contemporary,
confined himeelf 10 private lifs during his stay 1n the Colony. It is
to bis credit that he not ouly refrained from making any atlempt to
introdoce the e'ements of division among the friends of the I[rish
canse in Australia, or to inoresse tnose existiog there, but even
deprecated anything of tbe kind, He, nevertheless, declared, in an
interview with a representative of the Freeman, that were the
followers of Mr Justic McCarthy to send ont » representative, the
Parpellites would be obliged to do the asme, vo that no migrepresen-
tation made sboat them should go unchallenged, This, Mr Redmond
thinke, would probably result in a rowdy mesting. Mr Redmond’s
particular allusion was to an invitation sent to Mr Michael Davitt,
which be thinks that gentlemsan should oot sceept. Mr Redmond
claima tbat there is a strong minority of Parnellites (n New South
Waies, thongh he sdmite the great majority to be McQarthyites, He
thinke that thinga have settled dowa so well in Australis, it wouald
bo wowise for either sectton to send out delegates,

We neo that there is imminent danger in Westport of intellectual
starvation., Owing to the condition of the finances the town conneil
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have been obliged to reduce by one half, the subsidy granted to the
looal Athenanm. The chairmin of the Athenmam committee conse.
quently writes a letter that might briog a blush to the face of &
barber's block —probably the lesst brainfal thing coverad by & head
of hair. One of the eouncillare, in fact, was eo moved by tha sube
limity of the thought and the beauty of the language, that he pro-
posed that the writer should make up for the loss by a course -of
lectures.  Another councillor ssemed to think that, though the
chairman had been as good ms any four men to the institution in
queation, his services had not been aite of a lecturing kind, He
condemned the suggestion aa light and frivolows. And pomsibly it
was 80, Judging, st least, by the tone of the latter, its writer, ua »
lecturer, would be more likely to empty halls than to A1l them, We
shoald like to see what are the *“ handred hooka' this * bifalutin
puadit would recommend. Mesntime, we admit that it secems » pity
when, on a ioll allowance of bookas, the gentletpan in qnestion shows
such lean proportions, to cat him down to half rations, The couneil,

bowever. remain obstinate, at least uetil they are bleased with an
improved finaneial position.

The Now Zealand Herald has a suggea’ive word or two to aay

respecting edoention, Our contemporary enumerates the great suma
expended on education in this Celony, * Any foreigner,” he says,
“ lookiog at this return woold come to the conclusion that if the
young New 7 ealanders were not well edocated, it was not for wans
of & most elaborate avd costly machinery for the purpose. It might
naturally be expeeted that now, after the C.lony has besn in
existence for more than half a ceatary, a large proportion of our
leading politicians would ba men who had passed throogh our
sacondary schools and our universities, Ta all these colonies, how-
aver, the native element hag not yet coma strongly to the front, our
politioians consisting for the maost part of men who have been edd-
cated at Home, Many cf them indeed ura wmeos who have not had
what ie called a “lLib-ral * educalion anywhere, and who have come
to the front by natural vigour and force of character. Sach mens
with all their good and uvseful qualities, never can b free from that
narrowness of vision which such training alm wt necessarily implies."
into the political aepect of the matter we have no mind now to
enter. We may, however, remark in passing that narrowness of
vision may also, and actualiy does, exist in combioation with R YOIy
“liberal " education, and that, too, mogt notably in the case of poli-
ticiana. What we bave to remark is the testimony horne to the waste
of money in the particular line referred 1o, Last week we guoted
the Napler Telegraph and the Thames Star in rebake of the defects
of oar primary schools, Now we quote the Auckland Herald in cons
demaation of our sscondary achools,

4 correspondent has supplied the (tage Daily Fimes with the
following paragraph taken from the Landon Zimes of Tuesday, July
14, 1846, and referting, o8 we are informed, to Mr Clifford, of Degedin,
who kolds the Royai Humane Society’s medal for the courageons feat
narrated :—'" On Bunday afterncon, about five o'clock, jost as tbe
Waverley, Kew Bridge steamer, had left the Cadogan pier, Chelaes,
on Ber upward trip, an elderly gentleman was thrown, by the violent
breling of the vessel, occasioned by the immense number of peopla
on board, from the fore part, where he was staoding, eome distanca
into the water, Mr Geoge Clifford of the Temple, who was on bosrd
at the time, and while the vessel was still going on, boldly leaped in
after him, and though a very indifferent swimmer, pucceeded in
getling hold of him and keeping him above water until the tide
(which wes very high at the time) fortunately drifted thom acrors
the hawser by which the floating barge attached to the pier is hald,
To this he clacg tightly, grasping hia prize, till both were fortunately
taken from their perilous situation by a boat that had pat off from
the ghore to their assistance, when they were landed in safaty.” All
who are scquaioted with Mr Clifford, we may add, will admit that
be #1ill retaing the kindly dieposition that prompted the bold deed in
question. The public of Dunedin will rec. gnise alag that the getitles
man referred to acted consistently in his late «Forta to prevent the
drowning of the residents of a certain suburb of our city by the burst-
ing of & reservoir, What the members of the Dunedin Corporation

may say or think concerning the matler, we do not pretend to
divine,
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