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The following is the translation of a reply received
from Madamede MacMahon, Duchess of Magenta,
by the Auckland branch of the Irish National
Federation. Our readers will remember that on the

death of Marshal MacMahon, the branch had addressed a letter of
condolence tohis widow :— "To Mr JosephA. Tole,President of the
Irißh Confederation. Sir, Ihave beendeeply touched by the last
homage, which you have justrendered, in the nameof the Auckland
Irish Confederation to the memory of him whomIweep. The marks
of sympathy whichia this day of mourning the old co-patriotsof the
family of the Marshal send me, are to mea very sweet and special
consolation in the great grief which has crushed my life. Have the
kindness then, sir, to express to themembers of the confedera ion
o?er whichyou presidemy complete gratitude for it, and tok dly
accept the assurance of my marked esteem.— Madamh de Kac-
Mahon. LaForlt,10th December,1893."

We clip the following from a contemporary :—
" In Victoria

recently, aMr Ryan, in strolling overhis paddocks,noticed a small
cluster of trefoil which bore Cape weed blossom. The flower is the
samesise and colour as that producedby the Cape weed, but the
sternaof the specimens obtained werethose of trefoil. Ifthe charac-
ter of thebeat grasses of our pastures is tobe altered by aprocess of
inoculation,the questionassumesa serious aspect, and the Cape weed
will be considered a greater « curse ' than the Californianthistle."
Now itia a curious fact that a few weeks ago, the writer of this note
was thrownintoastate of wondermentby the discovery inhis garden
of aplant of Cape weed— bearing abouthalf way up the flowerstem
apansy blossom. Nothing less was thought of thananew antipodean
marvel— evensurpasnng thoae that hare bern fimoae. Oa the sub-
mission, however, of the curiosity to one of tha principal Duneiin
florists, that gentleman admitted that it wns indeed a curio-
sity

—
butno lasus natuiae. Ao insect, it appeared, had carried the

pansy blossom up the stalk and tightly glued it there. Possibly a
similar state of things may account for the wonder reported from
Victoria.

It setms that in Italy the old superstitionattached to the num-
ber 13 iscarried to an excess. Elsewhereithas been confined to the
sitting togetherat table of thatnumber of people.

"Nombre fatal !prtaageepouuantable,'1
In Italy,however, weare told that todo anything particular on that
particular day of the month is reckoaed most unlucky. The case in
question is the return to office of Sigaor Crispi, which was thus ill-
timed. Itwaul'i befortunate if superstitiononly made thematter one
of ill-omen,

Th« Sydney Freeman't Journal reports that Mr WilliamBed.mond, M.P., who, with Mrs Redmond, bad been for some months on* Tisit to his father-in-law, Mr James Ddlton, of Orange, has left
New South Wales for Europe. MrRedmond,saysour contemporary,
confined himself to private life during his stay in the Colony. It i9
to bis credit that he not onlyrefrained from making any attempt to
introduce the e'ements of division among the friends of the Irish
canse in Australia, or to increase those existing there, but even
deprecatedanything of the kind. He,nevertheless,declared,inan
interview with a representative of the Freeman, that were the
followers of Mr Justin McCarthy to send out a representative, the
Parnelliteswould be obliged to do the same,»o that nomisrepresen-
tation made about them should go unchallenged. This,Mr Bedmondtbinke, would probably result in a rowdy meeting. MrRedmond's
particular allusion was to aninvitationsent toMr Michael Davitt,
which he thinks that gentleman should not accept. Mr Redmond
claims that there ia a strong minority of Parnellites in New South
Wales, thoughhe admits the great majority to be McOarthyites. He
thinks that things have settled downso well in Australia, it would
be unwise for either section tosend out delegates.

We see that there is imminent danger in Westport of intellectual
starvation. Owing to the condition of the finances the townconncil
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AT HOME AND ABROAD.
Current Topics have been obliged to reduce by one half, the subsidy granted to thelocal Athenautn. The chairnnnof the Athenajam committee conse-

quently writes a letter that might bring a blush to the face of abarber's block— probably the least brainful thing coveredby a bead
of hair. One of the councillor?, in fast, was bo moved by the sab*
limity of the thought and the beauty of the language, that he pro-posed that the writer should make up for the loss by a course oflectures. Another councillor seemed to think that, though thechairman had been as good as any four men to the institution in
quesiion, his services had not been quite of a lecturing kind. Hocondemned the suggestion as light and frivolous. And possibly itwas so. Judging, at least, by the tone of the letter,its writer, m alecturer, would be more likely to empty halls than to ail them. Weshould like to see what are the " bnndrei books

"
this "hifalntiii"

pundit would recommend. Meantime,we admit that it seems a pitywhen, on a fall allowanceof books, the gentlemanin question ihowi
such lean propirtions, to cut him down tohalf rations. Thecouncil,
however, remain obstinate, at least until they are blessed withan
improved financialposition.

The New Zealand Heraldhas a sugges'ive word or two to say
respecting education. Our contemporary enumerates the great sums
expended on education in this Colony. "Any foreigner,"be lays," looking at this return would come to the conclusion that if the
young New Zealanderswere not well educated, it was not for wank
of a most elaborateand costly machinery for thepurpose. Itmight
naturally be expected that now, after the CUony has been in
existence for more than half a century, a large proportionof ourleading politicians would ba men who had passed through our
secondary schools and our universities. In all these colonies,how-ever, the nativeelement has not yet come strongly to the front, our
politicians consisting for the most part of men who havebeenedu-
cated atHome. Many cf them indeed are men who havenot bad
what is called a "liberal"education anywhere, and who havecome
to the front by natural vigour an-i force of character. Such men*
with all their good and useful qualities,never can be free from thatnarrowness of vision which such training almibt necessarily implies."
Into the political aspect of the matter we have no mind now to
enter. We may, however, remark in passing that narrownesi of
vision may ateo, and actually does,exist in combioation with a very
"liberal

" education, and that, too, most notably in the case of poll-
ticians. What wehave to remark is the testimonyborne to tbewasteof money in the particular line referred to. Last week wequoted
theNapier Telegraph and the Thames Star in rebukeof the defectsof our primary schools. Now we quote the AucklandHeraldin con-
demaation of our secondary schools.

A correspondent has supplied the Otago Bally Tunes with the
following paragraph taken from theLondon Times of Tuesday, July
14,1846, andreferring,as weare informed, toMr Clifford,ofDuoedin,
whoholds the Royal Humane Society's medal for the courageous feat
narrated :— " On Sunday afternoon, about five o'clock, jast as tbeWaverley,Kew Bridge steamer, hadleft the Cadogan pier,Chelsea,
on her upward trip,an elderly gentleman was thrown, by the violentheeling of the vessel, occasioned by the immense number of people
onboard, from the fore part, where he was standing, some distance
into tbe water. Mr Geoge Clifford of the Tempi?, who wasonboard
at the time, and while the vessel was Btill going on, boldly leaped in
after him, and though a very indifferent swimmer, succeeded ingetting hold of him and keeping him above water until the tide(which waß very high at tbe time) fortunately drifted them acroeithehawser by which the floating barge attached to the pier is held.To this he clacg tightly,grasping his prize, till both were fortunatelytaken from tbeir perilous situationby a boat that had pat off fromtheBhore to tbeir assistance, when they were landed in safety." Allwho are acquainted with Mr Clifford, we may add, will admit thathe still retains the kindly disposition that prompted tbebold deed in
question. Tbe public of Dunedin will rec gniee alsothat tbe gentle-man referred to acted consistently inbis late jfforts toprevent thedrowning of the residents of acertain suburbof ourcity by tbe burst-ing of a reservoir. What themembers of the Dunedin Corporationmay say or think concerning the matter, we do not pretend todivine.
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