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by the immense impetus given by it to passions and vices, What a
decent man would blush to hear, the pagaps of Rome, says Beneca,
did not blush to say to their gods, They were &0 conscious of their
tarpitade, that if sny one happesed to listen to thew, they kept
gilent, They displayed in broad daylight what in ordinary lite men
hide in deepest darkness. In the pecret recesmses of the temples they
committed abominable crimeg against nature,
teaches us to adore God in spirit and truth, by the reapeot, love, and
imitation of Hie infinite perfections. “ Be ye perfect, even as your
Heavenly Father is perfect.”

Truth about our brethren and fellormen, At the school of reason
three.fonrthaof mankind were slaves, and natare willed—men said—
not only that some should be free and othera essentialiy slaves, but
that the slave should hardly differ from the brate beast, Before the
Iaw the slaves were nil: ' non tam viles guam nulli' Masters had
abeolote power over them, The celebrated constitution of Constan-
tine alluded to daily occurrences, when it forbade mastera to besat
them to death, atab them to death, hang them, poison them, tear them to
pisces with wild beasts, burn their quivering limbs with red-hot irou,
etc, atc, What a epactacle to behold myriads of gladiators batchering
each other to detight the blood-thirsty Boman populace ! Yet
Trajan, one of the best emperors, celebrated bhis triumph over the
Dacians by gladiatorial shows which lasted for 123 daye, and in which
10,000 gladiators, and 11,000 wild beasta tore each other to pieces.
The greatast of Roman emperors accepted, withont a thrill, without
a blush, the sacrilegious farewell, or salutation of the noble victims
who were going to alay each other in the amphitheatre :  Morituri
te salutant.” And that, tou, in the palmy days of Rome when resson
and philorophy were at their height,

From the very beginning Faith beheld in a slave the child of
of God : * If thy brother constrained by poverty—says Leviticua—
sell himself to thee, thou shalt not oppress bim with the sarvice of
bond-servants, But be shall be a8 a hireling and a sojourner, he
shall wotk with thep until the year of the jubilee, And atterwards
ha shall go out with bie children, and shall return to his kindred and
to the poesession of bis fathers™ (Lev, 25--39), In the light of

Faith,on the contrary, |

The poor blind men is human reason, groping in darkneas,
alwags in danger of etraying into lamentable errors, Faith is his
guiding child, his faithfol dog, hie staff; it {s the angel of lighs
shieldiog bim from danger, and leadiog him to the goal of his jonr-
ney, snd to the possession of his everlasting inheritaoce, Separate
um from bie guide und he wili fali headlong inio the abyss of
unbelief and corruption. 1o take the good comn out of his wallet,
and subatitate the base one, ia to take away his faith and give him
philosophy, which will leave him hopelsssly bungering for the
bread of life, Ah! for heaven's sake, leave him his staff ; leave him
his good coin ; leave him his faith,

Hitherta we have developed only the firet part of the definition
given by Bt Pawl: “ Fuith is the evidence of the things which
appear not " ; but he also eayw that it s the substance of things to
be hoped for.! Aund here we ghall see still more cloarly how
reasonable, legitimate, and glorions faith is. A mwan withont hopes
heyond this life is a kind of monstrosity. He must be fallen tenrtully
low, he must be fatally identified with matter, to aspire to nothing
bayond the deceitful and fleeting scens of thia short life so chequared
with miceries. The soul of man hss naturally an ungoenchable
thiret for happiness, The wise man fitly compares it to the “eea into
which all rivers flow and which is never filled "' ; or to a devouring
fire which never says “enough.” Now, this complete happinem
which we yeara for with such energy, we find be usundeniable
experience that it is not of this world, where discomfort is the role
snd eaga the exception, where the heautital is oppressed by the ugly,
good by evil, justica by injustice, where, in brief, all is vanity and
affliction of spirit, Buch was the lamantation of the wisest and the
most disenchanted of men, who had tagted und drunk every cup of
this world's bappinees and etill found his thirst unquenched, I have
seen all things that were under the sun, , . , I am become great
and have gone beyond all in wisdom that wers befors me, and I have
given my heart to koow prudence and learning I #aid in my heart :
I will go and sbound with delights, and enjoy good things, And I
made me great works, 1 built me houses and planted vineyards, I made
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Revelation, all—Jews and Gentiles, slaves and masters—form but one
body moimated with the eame apirit, while all have equal elaims as
members. ' The eye cannot say to the haud ; I need not thy help;
nor again the hand to the feet : I have no need of yon, ¥Yea, much
more thoas that seem to be the most feeble members of the body are
more necegsary. Bul the members must be mutually careful one for
another; snd if one member suffer anything, all the members suffer
with it; or, if one member glory, all the membera rejoice with it '
(L. Cor, 21-=21, 25, 26). And then follow the sdmirable prec: pte of
COhristian ebarity.

The truth about ourselves, That trath ie fatally wmissed by rea-
son ; whereas faith makes us certain of the existenca of our soul, of
ita imwortality, ita happy, or miserable eternity, the resurrection of
the body, ete, It teaches na our duties to God, to ourselves, and to
our peighbours, It cffers us the prace necesssry to fulfil them faith-
tolly, While for unaided reason all is darkness, ot doubt, or uscer-
tainty, contradictioo, hopeless etrife, for reason aided by faith all is
flooded with light, and enjoye the brightnesa of the midday sun, A
ohild well instracted in the Catechiam poasesges & thousand f.ld more
religions and morsl truths than Plato, Bocrates, Cicero, Seneca, and
all the philosopbers of antiguity,

Who has not sometimes met & poor blind man guided by s child,
or a little dog, the faithful companion of hia misfortune?! Some.
timea he has no puide but his stick, with which he feels his way
slong. Bat did yon ever see the blind leading the blind ? No : they
know full well that both fsll into the pit, Now, what indignation
you would feel if, in the midet of a crowded street, overrun with
vehicles in every direction, s malicions wretch came ap to tha poor
blind man, and tearing him away from his child or e dog, or his
stick, left him to himselt with certainty of his being run aver and
killed | What ornelty ! youo would say, Or you can conoeive
snother piece of malice equally revoiting. Buppose s mean, spiteful
fellow were to go up toa poor blind beggar, and under pretence of
taking change out of his wallet, deliberately substitute a prece of iron,
or tin, or other bage metal of suy kind, thes depriviog the poor man of
hig daily bread,

gardens and orcbards, and set them with trees of mll kinds, And I
3 T T 3
RS GREAT SALE

e e e

> C. & CO. have just Purchased from the local Wholesale Houses over £ 3000
New Goods at one-half the usual price, for prompt cash.

N

IN ALL DEPARTMENTS.

made me ponds of water to water therewith the wood of the youug
trees. I got me men-servants and maid-servants, and had a4 grest
tamily, and herds of oxen and great looks of sbeep above all that
were before me, I heaped together for mysel! silver and gold, and
the weaith of kings, and provinces, and I sorpassed in riches al) that
were before me. And whatevever my eyes desired, I refnsed them
not ; and I witbheld not my heart from enjoying every pleasure.
And when I turned mysell to all the worka which my bande had
wrought, and to tha labonrs wherein I had labonred in vain, I saw in
all things vanity and vexation of mind, and that oothing wag lasting
under the sun.” (Hcclesiastes 1 and 2 chapter) Aud in mnother
ptace Solomon adds, what is for upright sculs a trial almost beyond
endurance, that, in this world unhappiness ia too often the lot of the
goad, and happioess—st least apparent—the lot of the wicked.
King David passed through the same trial and gave vent to distress.
ful feelings in immortal straine: ¢ But my feet were slmost moved,
my stepa had well-nigh slipt, becazee I had a zeal on occasion of the
wicked, seeing the prosperity of sinrers,”” (Pa, 72.)

Withont faith bow sad, how hollow, bow despairing the world
appears! Let others plange, it they will, into that ses of error
doebt, and contradiction, We must bave faith—t is tha imperative
need of our nature, it is the heavanly telescope of the heart as wall
asof the mind, it shows us in the distance the good, the beantiful,
the happy, the term of our exile, the blisa beyoud eur most ardent
dresms, what  eys bath not seen nor ear hasrd, nor hath it entered
into maa'a heart to conceive,”

What are the irrecuncilable foes of man's happiness! Passions
and vices, Feverish craving for pleasure; pride, restlessness of
mind, cupidity, jealousy, envy, hatred, vexation ; the flerce storms of
the rebellions senses. Now, faith and the help it brings, and onty
faith, can calm those storms, and save the heart from shipwreck in
those terrible billows,

Who are they that uiter the cries of angnish go pathetically
described in the book of Wisdom ? * We fools have erred from the
path of troth, and the light of justice hath not shone unto we, and
the sun of nnderstanding hath not risen upon vs, We wearied our,



