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record of all. Being severely wounded by a Bplinter from a shell
on the day previous to tht battle,he issued his orders from a litter
upon whichhe wasbarne to the field. PresidentLincoln nominated
him Major-General;but the jealousy of amiserableclique of politi-
cians prevented the confirmation of his appointmentby the Senate.
General Shields then retired from service, and became a resident
of Carroll County, Missouri, of which Bta*e he was appointed
Adjutant-General. Afterward?, fia we have said, he was elected
Senator for that State. He served out the short term, and thea
returned to his farm in Carroll County, wherehe died on June 1,
1879. America has at length rendered a fitting tribute ohis memory.

The London crrespoudent of the Freeman's Journal says :— I
notice that theLondon papers are givingsome prominence toextractsfrom the anonymous article in the Fortnightly on tha Irish party.
Itis not surprising that the article should impose oa those who have
nomeans of judging of its value so far as it professes to present en
esoteric view of the Irish party andits affairs. Asa matter of fact,
the pretence of inside knowledgemade by the writer is in all impor-
tant respects transparently false. He appears tohave beena diligent
collector of malicious gossip fromUnionist paperp, and adding a few
groteeque imaginings, which it is the custom to style "character
sketches," he has planted this preciouscompilation on the confiding
editor of the Fortnightly as the true inwardness of the HomeBale
movement and i's leaders. The second article is obvionsly by a
differenthandfrom the first one published under the same title last
month. It is equally obvious that while the writer of the former
article was in sympathy with HomeBule, the writer of the present
one affects a sympathy which is patently insincere in order to aid in
imparting a vraisemblance to the concoction he presents to hiß
readers. The personaltouches whichhave, of course,attracted most
attention,areveryaudaciouß inventions. The story about Mr Paroell
seeking a secluded placeat MrW, O'Brien's weddingand confidingtoa
particular friend the opinion that" that manis preparing to displace
me," is not by any means evenben trovato, Ihappen to remember
that so far from being iaan

"out-of-the-waycorner
"

on theoccasion
Mr Parnell wasin the themost prominent position,and that he bad
not a memberbeside him at all. Therest of the story isequally mis-
conceived. The observation attributed to Mr Parnell is not only
improbable as coming from him, but equally ho asbeing applied to
Mr O'Brien, or,for thematter of that, toany other ofhii colleagues.
The statement that theadministrationof the EvictedTenants'Fund
and the ParliamentaryFund waß construed and confusedin order to
deprive Mr JohnBarry of bis position as treasurer of the Parliamen-
tary Fund, and toget rid of his supervisionis alsoutterly devoidol
foundation. Mr Barry retainedhis positionas oneof the committee
of three charged with the disbursement of the payments tomembers
untilhiß regretted retirement from the party. Then, the account of
the Boulogne negotiations is entirely imaginative,andis manifestly
based on Unionist newspaper reports and comments; in fact, the
whole thing in its personal aspect ia a tissue of invention which
cannot deceive for an instant aoyone who knows anything of the
real facts. It is impossible not to be struck by the resemblance
between the wanner in which this article is pieced together and the
mosaic process invented andpatented by the authors of"Parnellism
and Crime." Indeed, il Mr Wolfe Flanagan were to be accused of
the authorship to-morrow, it is very difficult to say whether he would
be in a position to deny it. The article is evidently the work, asI
have said, of a man practised in tha art of appearing to transform
newspaper tags and casual gossip into an indictment, not merely of
a party,but of anation, For if the article meanß anything it means
that Irishmen are congenitally incapable of managing any affairs
whatever. Of course, the pretence by which that contention is
sought to be sustained is of the fl msiest character, and the gibe at"rhetoricians" the shallowest and emptiest that 6ould be brought
forth from thebrain of man. What,however,increases the suspicion
inevitably createdby a perusal of the article as to thesinister source
of its authorship it the circumstance that beforeitappearedcertain
prominent Unionists knew all about it, and were promising "revela-
tions." They were precisely the same men who knew all about
the forgeries of the Times before they became matter of publicknow*
ledge,

In the current iesue of the Speaker Mr Davittreplies to the
attacksof "X" in the Fortnightly Review on Irish leaders living
anddead. Writing of the expectation that was based on

" themost
useful andBuggeative paper" which formed the flrßt of the articles
on "The Ireland of to-day," says Mr Davitt :— "This expectation
vanishes in thepages of the second article, and we find, in the placeof some practical proposal, ahighly cooked recltauffe of a rcoeotparty
controversyin some Dublin papers.'

(From Contemporaries.)
The fate of oompnleory education in Ireland, for the present at least,
has been definitely decided. The warning given by Mr Sexton as
regards the amending scheme haa effected this. The Government
cannot easily deal with the measure this session. In fact it ia
almost certain that they will not attempt to pass the Bill, especially
as Mr Morley will not be able to aid the Government out of the fix
into which their educatirnsl policy of mnsterly inactivity has brought
them.

iDfantile mortality, which is evidently not diminishing, has
called forth renewed attention on the part of several public men
within thepast few monthp, aad we observe that the Duka of Fife,
speaking at a recent meeting of the Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty toChildren, made itthe subject of some strongremarkp, not
merely as regards themortality itself, but thetraffic in livesby means
of insurance. Belfasthas also done something torecall men's minds
to this serious question, and we think that our coroner is certainly
entitled to a largeshare of the people's gratitude for the services he
has rendered through the additionallight his investigations have
thrown onthe subject.

The post of judicialSub-Commissionerunder the Land Actp, left
vacant by the death of Mr Frederick Le Poer Trench, has been
given to Mr MichaelCrean. Mr Crean will bring to the performance
of his datiesa trained experienceof the work and a most favonrable
record for justice andefficiency. He was for aconsiderableperiod a
Bub-Commissioner, bathis decisions proving less acceptable to the
landlord party than they deßired, his services were discontinued.
He was,after a time of exclusion, appointed toa minor position in
the LandCommissionOffice, from which during the illnessof MrLe
Poer Trench he waa recently told off for temporary duty as Sub-
Commissioner. As before, he did his work honestly and well, and
bis appointment to the vacant office secures for a post of increasing
importancea competentofficial, whosepaßt record is a fair test of his
impartiality and found judicial discretion.

Except daring political agitationor agrarian disturbances, ithas
long since beengenerally admitted that Irelandia one of the most
peaceable countries on the face of the earth. Amidst the trying
experience through which she has passed inrecent yearssome even
of her friends were inclinedto believe thatBhe had finally forfeited
her ancient reputation. Now that she is undisturbed by politics
and landlords, thereal character of the people becomes manifest.
Within living memory therehas beenno lighter calendar of offences
than at the present winter assizes. This applies not only to serious
crimes,but alsotosmalleroffences. InConnaught,themost Irishpartof
Ireland, if one may use such a paradox, the judges havebad almost
nothing todo, Their journey through that province was little more
than a pltasant excursion and a dignified parade. Leinster is
strikingly peaceable, too, though the returns Bhow a number of minor
offence?, mostly assaults arising from drink. These are no donbt to
be attributed to thenumerous public nooses in Dublin,and the still
more numerous houses of the same kind which, in proportion to
papulatioß, are to be found in Irish provincialtowns. In Munster,
too, the cases though rather numerous are insignificant in character,
and aremostly the remnants of land war saturated in some measure
with intoxicants. Strange to say, " loyal

"
Ulster has the worst

record, but even there the criminal calendar cannot atall compare
with the long list of criminals,murderer?, thieves and swindlers that
are brought up for trial four times a year atLiverpool Assizes, The
peopla aregiving evidence of patience, good sense, and law-abiding
behaviour, whichis surely the best argment that if allowed to rule
themselves they willnot ruin themaelvep. This stateof affairs is not
the result of coercivo action. Ooly the ordinary law is in force.
Whipping violentpeople, evendespente criminals, into subjection
itseldom effective. How mnch less effective, nay,how exasperating
must itbe in the case of those who do not deserve the lash.

American exchanges tohand are full of sketches of the career of
the Irish-American warrior-statesman, General Shields, in anticipa-
tion of the dedication of his statue in Washington. Major
General James Shields was born the6th of May, 1807, at Altmore"
near Dungannon. He was tho eldest of three brothers, his
father

—
who bad gone to America, and become a citizsn of the

United Btatee— dying while he was yet very young. When but six-
teen years oldhe set out for America, leaving his paternal property
at Altmore to bis mother and brothers. His career in the States was
one long record of successes. His daring bravery in the Mexican
War of 1847 obtained for him a great reputation. He was elected i
D.B. Senator, afterwards, for Minnesota, and later still for Missouri,
and enjoyed theunique honour of having represented m the Senate
thiee States. At the breaking out of the Civil Warbecffered his
services to the Government, was appointed Brigadier-General of
Volunteers, and commanded a division in Banks' army, in the
Bbenandoah Valley, where,on the 22ad of March, 1862, he defeated"" Stonewall" Jackson at Winchester, winning the most glorious
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Mtebb and.Co., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George itreet
The guarantee highest class work at moderate fees. Their artificial
teethgire generalsatisfaction, and the fact of themsupplying a tern,
porarydenture while the gems arehealing does awaywith the incon-
venience of being months without teeth. They manufacturea lingln
artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, aod sets equally moderate. The
administrationof nitrous oxide gas is also a great boon to thoie need-
ing the extraction of a tooth. Read— [Advt.

AMERICAN COACH FACTORY, ) (~> f\ PDfiMIM I Ru?.,^. Ca-ts W'-iw-n-. nml V.hiilrt
126 Oashel Street, Christchurch. > VJ. LJ. unvlNIIN, J of evory description, unequalled for

Painting and Repairs at very Lowest Hates. ) LateHowland & CkojT'N. ( tfini*u, Durability,and Cheapness,


