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CHRISTCHURCH BRANCH OF THE IRISH
NATIONAL LEAGUE,

——————

THE third monthly meeting of the Christchurch Branch of the Irish
Natmua.l‘Leag.ue took place at their roums on Thursday, December
6th, and, considering the state of the weatber on the evening of that
date, the attendance Was a4 large a3 equld be expectad, Beveral were
Bfre;t;’:;i; :rom:r’apanm, ]iiti;pofi, and other distant places, and letbers

era v i

bl ) zy Tece tom many who could not possibly

Mr. Nolan, the president, after complimenting members on the
promising state of the League, as evidegced by éguch 8 respectable
attendance, referred at some length to the large snms of money which
have been colleeted in vavions parts of New Zealand towards the
g%mr??gélg‘estﬁn;gm_al. a}u} poi;:ted cﬁut that it would be a disgrace to

] Ureh 1f migre interest in this matter w
hitherto beon mumreoy tter was not shown than had

Mr. Leszhy, while fully readising the correctness of the remarks
made by the president, and the importance of attending to the matter
alluded to B3 500D aa convenient was against the League, for the
preseut, taking any steps towards raising funds by opening subscrip-
tion smang its members for the Parnell fund or any other, ag nothing
13 B0 annoyiug and would prove so injurions to the League, especially
at this youthful period of its existence, a3 an uncessing appeal to its
members pockets ;, that the benefit to be effected for l}rc-.lxa.nd by
collecting maoney is simiply secondary to what can be accomplished
in other ways, and if members appeared every meel ing night, besides

ying regularly their monthly subscri ptions, thie i3 all that should
expected at least for a time,

Mr, J. C. Qorr expressed himself much gratified at aeeing so
many present and with the enthusiasm displayed generally, It had
always to him heen a subject of regret to notice such a waat of unien
among Irishmen in Christchurch, but he hoped that those whom he
was now addressing would remain together aud ast ag one for &
comolon purpose.  He thought that on meeting nights something
shonld take place besides Teading minutes and the ordinary buisness
of the ; society some amusement should form a part of eachevening’s
programme, gach a8 songs, resdings, and lectures, calculated to
foster national spirit, and to counteract the baneful influence of the
anti-Irish feeling so common i these colonies. For his own part he
propoed to give the younger members of the League, of whom he
was pleased to observe such a number around him, & series of
addresses for the purpese of making them thoroughly understand the
nature and object of the great political movement now takiog place
in Ireland, and in which they were taking a pars by enrolling them-
selves as members of the 1 eague.

Some remarks having been made with respect t¢ approprialing
to the Parneil fund the various sums of money chtained for the
Purpose of sending a delegate to the Convention at Melbourne,- Mr.
O’Malley proposed that they should be refunded to the parties who
contributed, Ag, however, the right of the persons subseribing this
money to determine as to its disposal, was fully recognised by the
meeting after gome discnssion, 1t was decided to hold over the faal
settlement of the matter until some fature time,

. The treasuter next read the balance sheet and made the gratify.
ing amnouncement that be had obtained a receipt from Mr. Joseph
Winter, treagurer of the Irish National Federal League, Melbourne,
;ugﬁ::;v]edgng the reception of £100 forwarded to him from Christ.

At thig state of the proceeding Mr.. Nolan requested permission
to resign his office as president of the League, alleging iz own in-
competency, and that there were many belopging to the League
better qualified to 8l that pesition than he.

. Mr, J. Mabalm, hawever, proposed that the resignation of Mr,
Nalan should not be aceepted, which proposition was seconded by
My, Corr, and duly carried,

Mr. Mahalm further broposed that, in addition to a president,
thers shoulc} be & vice-president, and that Mr. D, O’Sullivan be
appointed vice-president, which was decided on whea & motion to
ihat effect was put to the meeting ; and after the names of ten
gentlemen whp were wishful to become members of the League had
been handed in to the secretary, and a resolution passed that the
Leagne shonld assemble once & fortnight fnstead of onge s month,

the meeting closed,
h—
RANDOM NOTES.

————

TRE IRISH NATIONAL LEAGUE,
WHEN I read Mr, 0'Sullivan’s able letter on the above subject, I felt
that he made a mistake in not associatiog political Catholics of the
upper ten among those whom he would exclude from the branch meetings
but in face of your correspondent Plebeian's remarks 1 do not
eee how the diffienity cun be got over. Yeb if & number of Catholic
Irmhq:en form themselves into a branch asgociation, they will bave
the right to elect whomsoever they chose, and I am strongly of
opinion that the political, respectable, utterly genteel Catholicis a
far more effeminate and dangérous friend then the non-Catholic dema-
gogue, From the iatter you may obtain a quid pro que, but from
the former nothing but timorous caution, as in an undertone he tells
you ia the words of the cld song :—
“ I love you well, but let no one know it,
I love you well, but I dare not show it.”

Arnd why not? Because he may lose caste among those whose smile
is deare;' to him than the Geep, fond love of brave and tme men., He
wonld like tu ot the patriot if it were only a little more respectable,
And yet with what infinite disgast such gentility is looked upon by
honest Englishmen and Secotchmen; Still their absence from Irish
movements gives the enemies of our country a good baundle for abug-
ing Ireland, If they nnited boldly and fearlessly with their coans
trymen, they would naturally be at the head of a very formidable

political engine with which they conld advamce their own causs
without losing a tittle of their popalarity or respectability. No
matler how their respectable (1) acquaintances might sneer, they
wonld feel that they possessed power and influence whick would be
usetul to any cause they might espouse, but disassociated they stand
alone “ The Tenton's jest, the Celtic’s scorn,” . Since they will not
unite with us for the sake of “ould Irgland,” itis better for us and
Erin’s cansa we should keep aloof from them, * We are anow to do
our country good " if we only keep together, and with a will ; but
we must also work systematically ang intelligently, and in order to
sncceed put up with abuse snd even ill-will.  Our cause is just, and
we must plod on patiently, but cheenly, doing the best we can. I
do not think it wonld be wise for us to do anything in the
way of setting this point until the return of our delegates,
but leave the matter in their bhands to be dealt with at
their discretion. Indeed, it would be an act of folly on our part to
elect delegates, and ere they returned, take it wpon ourselves to
settle tAis question, It would seem a5 if we had not confidence in
them, and it is better to relegate the whole thing to them than have
this innovation receive even the shadow of a reality.

REGISTRATION,

With or without this Irish question we must look to the regis-
tration of our voters, . I believe & number of small committees should
be formed in every distiict and in every street to look after it, The
Catholic population it estimated-at a seventh of the whole of New
Zealand. I so, the Catbolic voters must be, if registered, from a
fourth to a fifth, becauss, as a general rule, the Catholic doss mnot
matTy a8 early as the non-Oatholic. The Catholic must see & prospect
of supporting a family ere he encumbers himself with one, conge.-
quently there are, proportionally, more Catholic men, IF 1he com-
mittees are formed and do theic duty, they will sea that they are far
more natserically sirong on the elcctoral rolls than they have any
idea of, In many places where the rolls have bean attended to the re~
sults have been astounding. [£ our people were once to avail them.
selves of the franchise they would ind that all this wrath and fury
pow 50 often levelled againat them wouid subside, and, in the end,
wholly disappear.

OUR PLAN OF ATTACK,

Last year I pointed out that by teking advantage of the party
lines in New Zealand, we would be able to oust Ministers at our will,
but, yielding to your superior knewledge, I refrained from further
discussion. Having given the subject much consideration since, I
am still confident it would betheonly way in which we could giveeach
party a croshing defeat.  The very fact of one Ministry being ousted
om our voles would make tleir successors. willing to compromise
with us for a retention of their seats. After all, as Artemus Ward
says, " There is n deal of haman nature even'in Ministries,” and yon
know love of office ig very nataral to politicians.

EPUCATION COMMISSION,

I hiave read with pleasure the report of the Commission on Edu-
cation, and was glad vo note that there was a general fe~ling among
all Christian sectaries that denominationalism was making its way
among them. 1t will be n2ws to your. readers, perhaps, to know
that the Anglicans are opeuing an infant day school of their own in
Wellington. ~ The begioning issmkil, but asa siga of the times it is
portentous,— My, Strimski’s boast that ths Jaws ~ believed in secular
education, and that there werec no conversions among them were
sworn & little too soon, as even Juwish secalarists ave fast jolning the
Salvation Army. I will send names as soon as they receive their
stripes ; as yet there are only a half-a-dozen privates, but if rumour
bz true you will ere long see some of them going to headquarters in,
Dunedin, that is if you ever take a peep at them at drill. = So much
for this vaunted education which is literally bringing all its votaries
to a level at Salvation Army meetings and Freethinking, Atheistical,
scoffing plays. This is equality and fraternity with & venggmce.

: ELT,

The affair of Canon Bernard, who fled from Beigium with the
funds of the Diocese of Tournai, and came to America, needs some
esplanation, Mpgr, Dumont, Archbishop of Tournai, showed in.
subeordination to the Holy See, and was deposed, Mgr. Du Rouss:aux
was appointed in his place, and recognized by the Belgian Govern-
ment. Mgr. Dumont then claimed before the civil tribunals the
palace and its contents, and certain funds allegad to be his private
property. He obtained an order to lave the Diocesan cffices and
safes sealed. Hefound them empty—the new Bishop baving directed
Canon Bernard, the treasurer of the Diocese, to remove the funds to
& safe place, The Canon took them to America, After some nego-
tiation with a representative of Bishop Dumont, Canon Pernard
gave him a large sum, claimed as the late Bishop's private property.
Canon Bernard was extradited at Havana, He was kept in prison
a year, and has just now Dbeén ieleased on the ground that }:le was
acting in good faith, and that what ke did in _America is outside the
the jurisdiction ef the Belgian courts. Canon. Bernard, while
in Americs, had transmitted to Bishop Du Roussesux the money
neceseary for the peeds of the Diocese. The Procureur du Roi hes
appealed agaiust the judgment of the coait which gave Canon
Berpard his liberty.—Yondon Tablef. . .

Why Mr, Gladstone should say Italy has no bymns, i3 ayouging
some gedtle comments ou th: great Premier's poetic knowledge of
onr country. Several Roman hymns are t» be bad all over the Chris-
tian world just now. Dr. Passalenti, Chaplain to the Italiang in
London, writes to ust “ Mr, Gladstone has no occasion to point oub
that the Italians have no hymns ; T have just sent to him a book with
one hundred and fifty hymns in it, a more extracrdinary work of
love than Germany and England can give. I have thoussnds more
to send if I choose, but those sung by the children at the school, On-
slow street, Furrington road, and at the church, Bream’s-buildings,
Ohaneery lane, by my congrepation, will be enough to show the
Prime Minister that the Italians are born poets. and have no such
spiritual wante.— Falian Times. :



