
Me.Donald Stbonach (onbehalf of the New Zealand Loan andMercantile Agency Company, Limited) reports for the week ending
December19th,as follows :—:

—
B

Fat Cattle.— For the week's supply 156 head wereyarded con-sisting chiefly of good, witha few pens extra weightand quality.For medium togood, prices wereabout the sameas last week,but forprime quality anadvance wasobtained. Best bullocks brought £1016s to £14, andcows £10 10s to £12. We sold on account of Mr.Alexander Thomson, Kakanui,30bullocksat from £9 I6s to £10 15s'Mr. M'Lean, Allday Bay, and others, 4 bullocksat £9 to £9 16s, 8
cowsat £7 12s 6d to £12. We quote primebeef, 25s to 27s 6d:medium,22s 6dper 1001b.

Fat Calves.— 4l werepenned,of whichwe sold11at from10s to24s each.
Fat sheep.

—
A moderate number came to hand 1710 consist*ing of 280 shornmerinos, 100 do.in the wool,458 cross-bredsin thewool,and the balance shorn. The trade bought freely,and prices

showedaslight improvementonlast week's. Best cross-breds, shorn,brought 17s 6d to20s 3d;others,13s to18s 6d;do.in thewool,from16s to 188 3d;merinos,shorn, 8s to 11s;in tbe wool,16s 9d. We
soldonaccount Messrs. Millington Bros., Papakaio, 66 cross-breds,shorn,at 14s to15s ;Mr.WilliamDennison, Pukeuri,30 cross-breds,do,at138 9d to 18s;and others,40 Bborn merinosatBs. We quo»
mutton shorn,3d to 3£d per lb.

FatLambs.— sß3 werepenned. Competition was brisk,andall
soldat an advanceon last week's rates, fetching from 9s 6d to 15s.We Bold on account of Mr. William Dennison, Pakeuri,22 at lla
6d;Mr Wataon (Pakeuri)andothers,78 at10s to10b 3d.

FatPigs.— l23 werepenned,andunder spiritedcompetition allweredisposed of at from14s to63s each.
StoreCattle.

—
well-grown bullocks in forward condition aresaleable,but inferior stores are not in much demand. Quotationsarewithout materialchange.

Store Sheep.
—

Inquiresare being freely made for young merinosandcross-breds of both sexes, and we are in negotiation for the
sale of threeor four large lots.

Wool.
—

Deliveries into store have been on a more extensivescaleduring thelast fewdays,and wehavedecidedtoholdour openingsale, as advertised,on nextFriday, when wewill offer somesuperior
woolsin greaseand scoured.

Sheepßkins.
—

We offered a large catalogue at our weekly saleon Monday last, nearly all station and country skins. The usual-
number of buyers was in attendance, and competed spiritedly formerinos,but forcross-breds competition was dull, andprices lower,
fetching from Is7d to 4s;merinos, Is lid to 5s 8d;greenpelts. 5d
to6d;lambskins,8dto lid.

Rabbitskins.— We reporta fair demand, butowing to the snpplyofprime winter skins beingallbatexhausted,businessis scarcely sobrisk as a weekor twoago. We offered and disposedof a catalogue.of inferiorandmixed lotson Monday lastat for 31bales,2id;do.1do,10|d;DP,1do,Is2|d;2do,Is4d;do,1do,12Ad;do,1do,2£d :GandP,1fadge, 3d;J, 1bag,2fd;M,3 bales, Is Id perlb.Hides.
—

The demand continues steady at laterates, viz., 2d forbulls,2|dfor cutand inferior,3d to4|d for lightup toheavyweights
ifclean andin goodcondition. We clearedoatall to handthis weekat theabovequotations.

Tallow.
—

Quotationsareunchanged— inferiorand mixed,17d6d
to24s;medium,25s to295;prime,30s to 32s ; androughfat, 18s to
22s 6dper cwt.

Grain.— Wheat :Stocks of primemilling are being verymuchreducedby thiß time,and any such offering could easily beplaced.
Medium sorts are also morein demand, butsoft or sprouted is stilldifficult to place,exceptfor fowls'wheat, whichis alsoonlyin feebledemand. We quoteprimemilling, 4a Idto4s 2d;medium togood,
3s 3d to4s;inferior and fowls' wheat, Is 9d to 3s. Oats:Large
saleshavebeen made during theweek for export, simply owing to
returning vessels preferring toaccept low freights instead of paying
forballast;this,however,has noeffectonprices lately ruling, whichmaybenowquotedthesameas lastweek,viz.:— Stout,bright,milling,
Is9£d to Is lOd;short brightfeed, Is9d;medium,Is 7d to1b 8d;
mustyanddiscoloured,Is3d to Is 6d. We clearedont all instore
at abovequotations. Barley:Wehavenosales toreport.NEW ZEALAND HIBERNIAN CATHOLICBENEFIT SOCIETY.

PRODUCE MARKET.
Messes.MebcebBeos., Princes street, report:— Fresh butter(in £lb. and lib. prints), best quality, 8d per lb.; ordinarybutter, 6d per lb.;eggs, IsId;roll bacon, 7£d per ft; good saltbutter, inkegs,6d perlb.;cheese,s£d perlb.Mb.F. Meenan,GreatKing street,reports :

—
Wholesaleprices,Oats,Is 6d toIs lOd perbushel;milling wheat, 3s 6d to4s 3d per

bushel; fowls' wheat, 2s to 3s ;barley, malting, 4s to ss; mil-ling, 3s to 3s 6d;feeding, 2s to 3s;hay, oat, £4 10s per ianjrye-grass hay, £4 ; chaff, £3 10s to £4 ;straw, £2 to £2 ss|J
bran, £4; pollard, £4 10s; potatoes, £2 to £2 6s; oatmeal,£10 10s;flour, £10 to £10 10s;freshbutter,medium to prime, 7.1 tolOd per lb., salt, 8d per lb.;eggs, Is per dozen;bacon, sides,
U per ft.,rolls, 8d;hams, lOd ; pork, 4£d ;cheese, dull of sale,
4d to6d.

2?« l^ iqx?rier&mcctinS of tbe members of the St. Joseph'sSn «' N-Z;jChnstcWb,of theNewZealandHibernianCatho-t£ ?OJ??OJ? i°°«l y was St. Patrick's Hall, Christchurch, onThursday, the 6th inst. There wasa fair attendance of member*Sl" ô ô^6.weatber Panting many from attendingrfl£^ t.imPortantbusinessof the evening was the nominationofofficers for the ensuing six months, and, judging by the manynommatiousreceived for the various offices/no dlubt,in theeleSof sameatnestmeeting of branch,a great deal of interest will betaken by themembers, and, therefore, the contests for same shouldt>e Vi-ry close.
SinJJh/h/LB?B?Tb iS st*a?ny leasing in strength and prosperity.SESU £ I<lua.lfcerly meetinS the number of members of thef",k been increased by twenty-six. Twenty-four of these
newmembers ran° c? remaining two were duly initiatedas

"i,*
Dnrinff c l8*8t- Tntbs tbis Branch of tbe Bociety has under-S3 fh^f f chiefly through thefaultof thelate Secretary,"hes.t»; emwblcb books of Branch; but, thanks to theXSETr°fl<s.me

t
mber8

ff
a°dtbc aid which it has received from theExecutiveDirectoryof the Society, and from one or two gentlemenoutside its ranks, theBranchhas borneits trials well,and now SdsSi'ctr We W lad,B«l ad,B« fti1* progresß during last quarter,to becomethe strongestbranch of theE,D, inNew Zealand,

We have received from Messrs. Henderson, Law and Co. twovery neat and convenient almanacs, issued by the RoyalFireandLife Insurance Company. . " '

Mr William Reid, seedsman, Princes street,Dunedin,has issuedanalmanac ornamented withabeautifully designed borderof whitelilies.
Mr.John Graham's"Hot Springs Guide,"for October,containsa quantity of valuableand interesting information, and some well-executedphotographs— one of somemenengaged inprospecting isespecially good,

*

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Commercial.
Friday,December 31,1868,

a vaseof paper flowers, charmingly designed; Mißs ClaraCameron,
raised bead work; MissMille, acardbasket inraised bead work,andJlonitonpoint lace and guipure antimacaßßar ;Miss McLachlan, achenille bracket;Miss Ahem,acushion inraised bead work;MissK.Cameron, apoint lace antimacassar,andarose treein full bloomwithmostnatural-looking paper blossoms;Miss H.Cameron, pointlace, and abannerette in chenille;Miss Sheedy, point lace ;.MissCanoll, a magnificent mantelpiece border, and, in plain work, anight dress veryneatly sewn, andrichly embroidered;Miss Conway,amantelpiece border;Miss O'Driscoll, wax flowers;Miss Browne,acushion; Mis3Hoare,lace. Veryneat plain work was exhibitedby the Misses Morrison, Hail, Columb, and Margetts. We appendthe prizelist.

*v
English.— FifthClass:1,M.O'Driscoll;2,H.Cameron:3, A.Conway ;composition, Ada Conway. Fourth Class: 1,P. M. Har-

ming;2, A. Watson; transcription, A. Watson; composition, M.S*nmn&;"Wi?*» 1P- A- "Watson and2M.Ahem;distinguished,Misses Murphy, H.andC.Cameron,Mills. ThirdClass:1, J. M*c-lachlan; 2, D.Yamm;3, M.Brown; transcription,D.Yamm :dis-tinguished. M. Browne;mapping, M. O'Neill. Second Class:1,Mary Columb. 2, V.Perrin; distinguished, L.Harming; 3, AnneHall;distinguished Kate Cameron, C. Meenan; transcription, M.

Arithmetic—Fourth Class :1M.Conway. Third Class " 2, D.Yamm ;distinguished,M.Dennehy. Second Class:M.Brown;dis-tinguished, R. Mills,M. Morrison, M. Colnmb. First Class :L.Roberts.
French.— FourthClass:l,K,Day; distinguished.M.O'Driscoll.Third Class :V.Perrin;distinguished,M.Harming. Second Class:%'"£ WDeJ dlßtlD guished,D. Yamm, J.Maclachlan. First Class:J£. O Meagher;distinguished, L.Roberts,M.Fagan.
Writing.— l,O'Driscoll; 2, M.Browne; distinguished, L.Hann-

ii
techjstn-r-Boarders:M.Brown; distinguished,MissesO'Dris-coll, Murphy, Harming,Neale, Cameron, Perrin,W. Perrin. BibleHistory :K.Cameron,distinguished, Misses Murphy and Neale. Daypupils :M. Martin; distinguished, Carroll, M. and R. Mills, H.andC.Cameron,Dennehy, Aherne, Fagan, Morrison, Sheedy, Adaand AnnieHall, Mulhn. Church History:Clara Cameron: dis-tmgaished,Misses Carroll.M. andR.Mills, Dennehy, H. Cameron,Ahem,Martin, Morrison,Sheedy.

Music.— (The first andsecond prizeshadbeen kindly presentedby Mr. G. R. West). 1,M.O'Driscoll; 2,M.Browne:3, W.Perrin,*razei, Duncan; distinguised, Misses Harming and Williamson,Morrison,O Meagher.
Singing.— C. Cameron: distinguished, O'Driscoll, MillsUonway.
Plain Work.—], S. Carroll; 2, A. Hall; distinguished M.Mormon. 6

wn
Fii?cy Work^' S< Carroll 5 distinguished, Misses Watson,mills, Cameron ;2, C. Cameron;distinguished,Misses Hannine andMartin.
Mending Clothes.— J. Maclachlan ; distinguished, M. O'Dris-COII"
Order.— X.Cameron;distinguished, Misses Browne, Maclach-lan, Watson, Mills, O'Nei'l.
Attendance.— X. Lees;distinguished, Misses Ahem, Dennehy,Yamm, Martm,Morrison, Columb, Mullins.Politeness and Deportment.— £. Mills; distinguished, Watson,i±. and C. Cameron, Conway, Mills. Martin, Day, Lees,Ahem.

/v« " nn
6"'— Politenesß ; Miss Murphy ; distinguished, Misses

UDriscol], K. Cameron, Browne,Maclachlan.
«m

l0T,cl
xr

M?king'"~K- Cameron ; distinguished, Maclachlan,ODriscoll, Neale.
Conduct—Manning ; distinguished, O'Driscoll, Harming,Browne,and ONeill. Day pupils:Watson;distinguished, Conway,H.andC.Cameron.Lees,Mills, Day Dennehy, Yamm.Junior School.— Conduct : M. Columb; distinguished, CMeenan,AnnieHall,L.Roberts.M,Fagan,Mullins.The Bishop'sprize forgood condnct, awardedby thevotesof thepupils, was conferred on Miss O'Driscoll, who was accordinglycrowned with the white wreath prepared for this purpose.
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