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Tax following letter was written by the Rev, Father Ahern in reply
to an article in the Waipawa Mail. We supply in parenthesis a
passage or two left out by the paper alluded to,

Bir,—S8eeing that, in last Friday's issue of the Mail,
fanxed out the vials of your wrath upon Mr, Redmond and upon the

rish generally, T trost you will have the courtesy to accepta few
words which I offer in 1eply. Finding the editorial to which I allude
exceptionally bitter (even for a paper sorely afflicted with the
malignant dieease of Riberncphobia), I resolved to analyse it with
a view to find out whether or notit contained any trace of bene-
volence, And happy I am, sir, to be able to state that my trouble is
not wholly unrewarded ; for I have found two or three items of
goodwill which appear amongst the profusion of bitterness like a
traceof honey in‘a-pool of gall. Asd althovgh the value of these
items does not amunnt to any percentage worth the trouble of cal-
culation, yet as I am disposed to lock first at the pleasant aspect of
things and lexve the worst for last, ¥ will commence with your bene-
volence. .

The first item of goodwill for which I deem it my duty to thank
you.is & lesson in geugraphy, which, I must acknowledge, it was
very charitable of yov o give, because we Irishmen, being a poor
benichted ot of people. must be ignorant of geography as well as
of everything else, When Mr, Bromby was going about here, we
all knew from advertisements extensively circulated at the time, that
be was lecturing for the bencfit of a cathedral situated at a place
salled Hobart,'and which must be a $own, or perhapsa city now, for they
say it was formerly called Hobart Town, But I snppose we might go
down to our graves'in dense ignorance of the fact that this Hobart
cathedral is locatedin Queensland if yon had not informed us thatsach
in really the case, Many, many thanks] Your next favoaris a lesson
in genealogy, in which you inform us that. Mr. Bromby ig “ of the
same natiopality " a. Mr, Redmond, that is to esy, an Irishman,
Well now, sir, this is really u conclusion to which our very limitel
knowledge of dislectics would never bave bronght us, because we are
well aware that Mr. Bromby was not horn in Ireland, an ¢ forther.
mare, that his genealogy as far as we can trace it, does not claim an
Irish ancestry for him. But from these trifiing premises I do uut
presume to hint that you are wrong, because, from the cleverness yon
display io the two foregoing Jessons, you are evidently able to prove
that black is white, or that two and two make five, or any other one
of these strange propoesitions which we ungophisticated Irish people
have always regarded as abanrdities,

Next, yon bear willing (or unwilling) testimony t» many «f Mr.
Redmond's pood qualities, which, bowever, Mr. Redmond cnght not
poasess, because they evidently displeass you, Letmesaya passing word
on these good qualities, Firat of all you say *“ Mr, Redmond does not
trade upon balf-slambering race antipathies and prejudices,” Ah!
air, there is the mischi £ of bim, Would it mot be more to the pur-
pose if ha used his fiery eloguence in drawing graphie and: glowing
pictures of wholesale siaughters of helpless innocent Irish women
and children by British saldiers, such for instance as were com-
mitted by them at Droghedn or Wezford. Oh! how our Colonial
Press could hound Mr. Hedmond out of the Southern Hemisphere if
he would only oblige us by doing something of this kind, Secondly,
you tell us ¥ He dota not attempt to stir up the passions of his
sudierce by highly-coloured or altogether apocryphal narratives of
wrongs and tyrannies of bygone ages with abonr as much bearing on
present day- interests as the atrocities of the siega of Jerusalem.”
There is the perversity of Redmond sgain. What right bas he to
possess the common sense of combating existing evils instead of
brooding over the sufferings of by-gone generations, as he
ought to do, a0 us to make a fool of himself and give us
a good laugh at bis blunders? Wounld it not be more edifyiop
oo his part to give ua a lecture on the cruelty of Titus and his army,
and the dreadfn! famine which they caused in J-russlem—a famine
which has nio parallel afnongst famines created by the wickednesa of
men, except the famines which English armaies have created in Ire-
land, often reducing wretched mothers to the unnateral and inhuman
ectremity of eating the flesh of the emaciated bodies of their own
children who had died before their eyes in the prolonged agony of
starvation. This soit of horror is quoted in history as the climax of
the misery brought upon Jerusalem, and thus it happens that your
allusion to that unfortunate city, though far-fetched, is not so inapt
an illustration of Ireland’s woes as you may have supposed. Tt
would indeed be less emparrassing to the “prejudices and race
antipathies "' of our British colonials who wish to pose before the
world as champions of constitntional freedom—muoch less embarTass.
ivg and awkward, if Mr, Redmond would talk of some siege which
took place abont 1800 years ago rather than the presems siege to
which his race and kinsmen are now snbjected in Ireland, This is
no figure of speech. DPisguise it as yon may, Ireland is at preeent

roaning under a tyrauny more galling and oppressive than the
despotista of the Russian Cazar. Conatitutional liberty is koown
there only by the existence of its contrary, Arbitrary imprisonment
withont accusation or trial has become the order of the day, and all
the more sacred rights of the people which were (theoretically)
secared by the Great Charter, and are supposed to be, inviclable sre
constantly and shameléssly trampled mpon hy the Government,
What a delightful thing it is for Britons tosing # Britons never, never
&hall be slaves * while they are carrying on this sort of thing,

But the present misgovernment of Ireland is & matter which
ought to be left entirely in the dark, and no light should be shed
upon it nt all, We onght to keep the skeleton well hidden in the
closet, so that we may be able to give all our attention to the Careyns,'
the dynamiters, and all the other wpeavory but natural fruits of
misgovernment which are cropping up abuodantly in Ireland, and
which must alwaya flourish in every country whege despotic injustice:
is supported by the brute force of the bayomet, To hide all the:
iniquities of misguvernment whichk produce these results, and tor
sttribnte the nndesirable rerults to some other than the trae cause i
the aim of many editora whose mental vision i3 distorted by “race
antipathies and prejudices.” Iet me say a few worda more about
Bedmond. Isit not & most wicked machination on bis part to make

you have

& speech which, according to jour own aceunt, is “ singnlarly.
unobjectionable,” and thus leave our Joyal colonisl Press no way of:
attacking him except by calling nicknames. such as “sturdy beggar "
or “cirens man’? And herenpon I'say, all honor to Mr. Redmond if
he has taken upon himeelf the opprobriom of beggary £.r his country’s
sske, Al honor to him if he tread unflinchingly and successfully in
the footsteps of his grest prototype Daniel Q’Connell, whom the
enemies of Ireland nicknamed and seviled as @ the big beggar-man,”
Y think I cannot wish Mr. Redmond any higher or more noble
measure of fame than by desiring that he may become another * hig-
beggar man " equal to Daniel O'Connell. The humane and patriotic
portion of mankind will for cver hopor the men who take upon their
own peraons the mi-ery and suffering of their eountry, in order that
thoy may thus lighten ber burden and give her whatover relick they
are able to afford, In doing this, as 1ar as humen weakness can
copy & divine model, they iwitate the Saviour of maunkind who took
upon himself the weakness and sufferings of our poor hu nan nature
in crder to save us from et rnal wisery,

You say you ciomot believe in tie sincerity of th: moderation
and reasonablencss of Mr, Redmond's expr ssed senti ments ; and you
give as the reason of your distrast that, as far as yuu know, he has
ot challenged the correctness of the report of a speech of his at home
in which he advocated the absolute independence of Ireland, ete,
Well, sir, in making so grave a charge as bhat of insincerity against
an honorable aud distinguished gentleman like Mr. Redmond, you
ought in all fairgess to give come definite grounds for ‘the charge:
But to make such a charge upon.the strength-(or rather the wenkaess)
of mere vague hazy hearssy is, I submit, scarcely consistent with.
honorable- joursalism. You say virtnally thist some bpewapaper,
published somewhere, stated sometime, on the authority of somebody,
(perbaps a nobody), that Mr. Redmond on some oceasion, ata place
unkoown, advocated the absolute independence ‘of ‘ Ireland ; and
thorefore we ave- not- to believe Mr. Redmond when ke speaks for
himself and when we find hisexpressed sentiments hre * moderate and
reasonable "—in fact, * singnlarly wpobjectionable,” ¥ don't know
any standard eriterlon of truth by which'this erratic pracess of reagon-
ing canbe justified.. I believe. it -is_wholly inexplicable uniess we
venture on the bypothesis that editors are sometimes capable of being
guided more by * suce antipatiies and prejudices "’ than by cummon
gense,

You aszert hroa lly and unjustifiably that % the exact destination
and application of the funds thus collected ™ (i.e. by Bromby apd
Bedmond) *is unknowa.” Sir, this assertioe is another “leap in
the dark.” The destination and application of the money is well
and satisfactorily known to those who contmbuted it, and as long as
these are sansfied, your kind solicitude, lest it may be misapplied, is
a great waste of your good nature, Bat how ‘comes it, sir, that, while
youm exhibit so mueh eoncern for the money freely given to Bremby
and Redmond in accordance with “the most nobie promptings of
religion and patrivtism, and while you deplore it asa ' daad loss
to the Colony.” you have not a gyllable of regret to offer over the
many thoosands of pounds which the Jrish people of thege
colonies are furced to send hume every year to protect vhew pareate
acd other relations from being thrown out o1 the roadeide by the
myrmidons of so-called Britigh law, there to perish as many have
perished, from cold, hunger, and famine fever, Nor are we ata
loss to know what hecomes of our hard-earned money after it has
parchased for our friends another half-year's respite trom the crael
fate with which the merciless agent of your British absentes land-
lord constantly and remorselessly threateus them. Atier the red
handed agent has taken his peraentage (veritable blood-money) out
of it, it then goes io support in a style of royal magnifiernce s horde
of vampire sybarites, a large proportion of whom dwell in the
gilded palaces of guestionable repute which are numero s in London
and Paris, p

It is a very great mistake to sappose thaf the oppression of the
Irish land sysiem is confined to Ireland. The five millions of Irish
people who live in the Uuited States, as well as the many thousands
who live in these southern colouies are heavity muleted every year
for the support of I'tish landlords, and they suffer from the oppression,
of these gourmandain a degree gsecond only to that snffered by the
Irish at home, The bankers of America and Australasia can tell of
the vast sums of money which the hard-working Irish send home
every year Lo save'their poor friends from the ruin which is always
threateming them, nnd often callously executed, Thus the landlord
extorts not only the last shilling he can wrench from the _unfor-
tunates who are completely at his mercy, but also the last dime or
cent which his exactions can compel his victims to beg from their
friends in America and Australasia. Now, ir, we want to get rid
of this horrid incubus which torteres our ruce at home and abroad,
and feeds on our blood and sweat as a devil-fish strangles and feeds
apon its vietim, If you seck the true explanation of our reason for
contributing freely of our hard-earned money for the purpose of
wiping out this paragon of iniguities, you bave it here,, and you need
no longer tortare your brain in vain endeavonts to splve the problem
with yoar morbid dreams about bonanza sweeps and eircus.riders,

. Finally, since Mr, Redmond with all his* eloquence,”  modera-
tion,” “ reasonableness " and © singular unobjectionablerness,” has nob
satisfied yon, let us hope that the Irish at Home may be more accom-
modating the next time they send a representative to thess shores,
and that they will select & stammering idiot who will possesy the
faculty of spluttering ont fiery absurdities by the thonsand, and who
will meantime, brandish & Pheenix Park knife with one hand while he
EWiDgs & lump of dynamite with the other, Thisis the sort of an
Irish: representative that will snit your joumalist}c xiiqiuen;e;ts to
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perfection.—I am ete,,

Bt, Patrick’s Presbytery, October 30, 1883, .

[We do not care to provoke Rev. Mr. Ahern into writing another
long letter, and will therefore let his statements pass withont
editorial comment, ‘We will at a1l times allow cortespondents the-use
of our open columns to ventilate any public question, but their.re.
marks must be confined within reasonable ~—ED, W, M.}

[How considerate of Rev, Mr. Ahern's time and temper is our
editor,~~Has he by chance heard the saying “ ot sleeping doge He' fm
Ep, N, Z, TaBLRT.}



