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THE REDMONDS.

Thb following letter waswrittenby the Eev.Father Ahem in replytoan article in the Waiparva Mail. We supply in parenthesis apassage or two left out by the paper alludedto.Su'f-Seeing that, inlast Friday's issue of the Mail, you havepouredout the vialsof your wrathupon Mr. RedmondandupontheIrishgenerally,Itrust youwill have the courtesy to accepta fewwords whichIoffer in reply. Finding theeditorialto whichIalludeexceptionally bitter (even for a paper sorely afflicted with themalignant dieease of Bibernophobia),Iresolved to analyse itwithaview to find out whether or notit contained any trace of bene-volence. AndhappyIam,sir, tobeable tostate thatmy trouble isnot wholly unrewarded;for Ihave found two or three items ofgoodwill which appear amongst theprofusion of bitterness like ateaeeof honey in^-a-pool of gall. And although the valueof these
items does not amount toanypercentage worth the trouble of cal-culation,yetas lamdisposed to look first at the pleasant aspect ofthings and leavethe worst for last,Iwill commence withyour bene-volence.

Thefirst item of goodwill for whichIdeem itmy duty tothank
you.is* lesson in geography, which, Imust acknowledge, it wasTery charitable of you to give, because we Irishmen, being a poorbenierntedlot of people,must be ignorant of geography as well asot everything else. When Mr. Bromby was goingabout here, weallknew from advertisementsextensivelycirculatedat thetime, thathe w^ lecturing for the benefit of a cathedral situatedat a place"ailedHobart,.andwhichmustbe atown,orperhapsacitynow for theyB»y it wasformerlycalledHobart Town. ButIsuppose wemight codown toour gravesin denseignorance of thefact that thisHobartcathedral islocatedinQueenslandif youhadnotinformedusthatsuch
isreally the case. Many,many thanksI Yournext favouris a lessonin genealogy,m which you inform us that-Mr. Brombv is "of thesamenationality

"
a, Mr. Redmond, that is to say, an Irishmanwell now, sir, this is reallya conclusion to which our very limitelknowledgeof dialecticswouldneverhavebrought us, because wearewellawarethatMr. Bromby wasnot born inIreland, an « further-more, thathis genealogy as far as wecan traceit, does not claim aninshancestry for him. But fromthese trifling premises Ido notpresume to hintthat youare wrong,because, from the clevernessyon

S"?u7 \a " two ioT*Soing lessons, you are evidently able toprovethatblack is white,orthat two and t*o make five,or any other oneot these strange propositionswhich weunsophisticated Irish peoplehavealwaysregardedas absurdities.Nea^» y°u bear willing (orunwilling) testimony tomany<f Mr.Kedmonds good qualities, which, however, Mr. Redmond ou^htnotpossess,because theyevidently displeaseyou.Letmesayapassingwordon thesegood qualities. First of all you say"Mr. Redmonddoes nottrade upon balf-slumberingrace antipathies and prejudices
"

Ah1sir,there is the miscbi fof him. Would it not be more to thepur-poseif heusedbis fieryeloquencein drawing graphic and> glowißgpicturesof wholesale slaughters of helpless innocent Irish womenand children by British soldiers, such for instance as were com-mitted by them at Drogheda or Wexford. Oh ! bow our ColonialPress could hound Mr. Redmondout of the Southern Hemisphereifhe wouldonlyobligeus by doing something ofthis kind. Secondly,you tell us "
He does not attempt to stir up the passions of hisaudienceby highly-coloured or altogether apocryphal narratives ofwrongsand tyrannies of bygone ageswith aboutasmuchbearing onpresent day-interests as the atrocities of thesiege of Jerusalem"

There is the perversity of Kedmondagain. What right has hetopossess the common senseof combating existing evils instead ofbrooding over the sufferings of by-gone generations, as heought to do, so as to make a fool of himself and give usa good laugh at his blunders7 Would it not be more edifyingon his part to giveus a lectureon thecruelty of Titus andhis army,
*v- v

dreadfal famine which they caused inJerusalem— a faminewhichhas noparallelamongst famines created by the wickednessofmen, except the famines whichEnglish armies have createdin Ire-land,oftenreducingwretchedmothers totheunnatural andinhumanextremity of eating the flesh of the emaciated bodies of their ownchildrenwho had diedbefore theireyes in the prolonged agony ofstarvation. Thissoit of horror is quotedinhistory as the climax ofthemisery brought upon Jerusalem, and thus it>happens thatyonr
allusion to that unfortunate city, though far-fetched, is not so inaptan illustration of Ireland's woes as you may have supposed. Itwould indeed be less embarrassing to the "prejudices and raceantipathies"of our British colonials who wish topose before theworldaschampions of constitutional freedom

—
much less embarrass,ing and awkward, if Mr. Redmond would talkof some siege whichtook place about 1800 years ago rather than the present siege towhichhis raceand kinsmen are now subjected in Ireland. This isno figure of speech. Pisguise it as youmay, Ireland is atpresentgroaningunder a tyranny more galling and oppressive than thedespotism of the Russian Czar. Constitutional liberty is knownthereonly by the existenceof it? contrary. Arbitrary imprisonment

without accusation or trial has become the orderof theday.andallthe more sacred rights of the people which were (theoretically)1
securedby theGreatCharter,andaresupposedtobe, inviolable areconstantly and shamelessly trampled upon by tbe Government.What adelightful thing itis forBritons tosing"Britonsnever,nevershallbeslaves "

whilethey are carryingon this sort of thing.But the present misgovernment of Ireland is a matter whichoughttobe leftentirely in the dark, and no light should be sheduponit atall. We ought to keep the skeleton well hidden in thecloset,so that wemaybe able togive all our attentionto the Careys,'the dynamiters, and all the other unsavory but naturalfruits of
nusgovernment which are cropping up abundantlyinIreland, andwhichmustalwaysflourish in everycountry wheredespotic injustice
is supported by tbe brute force of the bayonet. Tohideall the-iniquities of misgovernment which produce these results, and to'attributethe undeeitable remits to someother than the true cause istheaim of many editorswhosemental vision is distortedby "raceantipathiesand prejudices." Let mesay a few words more aboutBedmond. Isitnot amost wickedmachinationonhis parttomake

a speech which, according to jour own accunt, ia " singularly-
unobjectionable,"and thus leave our loyal colonial Press no wayof?attackinghimexcept by callingnicknames, such as 'Sturdy beggar"or ''circusman"? AndhereuponIsay,all honor to Mr.Redmond ifhe has takenuponhimself theopprobriumof beggary for hiscountry'ssake. Allhonor to him ifhe treadunflinchingly and successfully inthe footsteps of his great prototype Daniel O'Uonnell, whom theenemies of Ireland nicknamedand reviledas

" the big beggar-man."Ithink Icannot wish Mr. Redmond any higher or more noblemeasureof fame than by desiring that he maybecome another "big-beggarman" equaltoDaniel o'Con.nell. The humaneand patrioticportionof mankind will forever honor th<? men whotake upon theirown persons themi.-cry and suffering of their country, inorder thatthey may thuslighten, her burdenand give her whateverrelief theyareable to afford. In doing this,as iar as human weakness cancopya divinemoiel, they imitate the Saviour of maukiud who tookupon himself the weakness and sufferings of our poorhunannature
in trder to saveus from efcrnal misery.

Yousay you cumot believe ia die sincerity of thjmoderationand reasonablenessofMr. Redmond's expressedsentiments;andyou
give as the reasonof your distrust that, as far as' youknow,hehasnot challenged thecorrectnessof the reportof aspeechofhis athomeillwhich he advocated the absolute independence of Ireland, etc.Well, sir, in makingso gravea charge as thatof insincerity againstan honorable anddistinguished gentleman like Mr. Redmond,youought inallfairness to give borne definite grounds for 'thecharge*But tomake such achargeupontherstrength(orrather the weakness)
of mere vague hazy hearsay is, Isubmit, scarcely consistent with^honorable-journalism. You say virtually that some newspaper,publishedsomewhere,statedsometime, on theauthority of somebody(perhapsa nobody), that Mr. Redmondonsome occasion, at aplaceunknown, advocated the absolute independence 'of'Ireland; andthereforeweare not tobelieve Mr. Redmond when he speaks forhimself and whtn we findhis expressedHentimentsare"

moderateandreasonable '—in fact, « singularly unobjectionable." Idon'tknowany standaid criterionof truthby whichthis erratic process ofreason-
ing canbe justified..Ibelieve-it-is-wholly-inexplicable -unless weventureon thehypothesis that editors aresometimescapableof toeingguided more by '"

laceautipathiedaudprejudices
"

thanby commonsense.
Youassert broally and unjustifiably that"theexactdestinationandapplicationof the funds thus collected

"
(i.e. by Bromby andKedmond^ -'is unknown." Sir, this assertion is another "-leap inthe dark.

'
The destinationand application of themoney is wellandsatisfactorily known to those who contributedit,andas longasthese aresatisfied,your kind solicitude,lest it may be misapplied, isa greatwaste of your goodnature. Buthow comesit,bir, that, whileyouexhibit somuch,concern for themoney freely given toBrombyand Redmond in accordance with themost noble promptings ofreligion and patriotism, and while you deplore it as a

" ddad losstothe Colony." you havenot a syllable ofregret to offer over themany thousands of pounds which the Irish people of thesecolonies are forced to send homeeveryyear to protect ihdir parentsand other relations from being thrown out 01 the loadside by themyrmidons of so-cal led British law, there toperish a<» many haveperished, from cold, hunger, and famine fever. Nor are we ataloss to know what becomesof our hard-earnedmoney after it haspurchased for our friends another half-year's respite from the cruettate with which themerciless agent of your British absentee land-lord constantly and remorselessly threatens them. Atter the red-handedagent has taken his percentage (veritable blood-money)outot it,it then goes tosupport in astyleof royalmagnificence a hordeof vampire sybarites, a large proportion of whom' dwell in thegildedpalaces of questionablerepute which arenuaierois inLondonandParis.
Itis a verygreatmistake tosuppose that theoppression of th«Irishland system is confined toIreland. The fivemillionsof Irishpeoplewho livein the UnitedStates, as well as the many thousandswho live in thesesouthern colouies are heavily mulcted everyyear

for thesupportof Irishlandlords,and they suffer from the oppressionofthese gourmandsin a degree second only to that suffered by theIrishathome. The bankers ofAmerica and Australasia can tell ofthe vast sums of money which, the bard-working Irish send homeeveryyear to save their poor friends from the ruin whichis alwaysthreatening them, andoften callously executed. Thus the landlordextortsnot only the last shilling he can wrench from the unfor-tunates whoarecompletelyat his mercy, but also the last dime orcentwhichhis exactions can compelhis victims tobeg from theirfriends in America andAustralasia. Now,sir, we wantto getridof this horridincubus which tortures our race at home and abroad,and feeds on ourblood andsweat as a devil-fishstrangles and feedsuponits victim. If you seek thetrue explanationof ourreasonforcontributing freely of our hard-earned money for the purpose ofwipingout thisparagonofiniquities,youhaveithere,, and youneed
no.longer torture yourbraininvainendeavonrs tosolve the problemwith yourmorbiddreamsabout bonanza sweeps andcircus-riders.Finally, sinceMr.Redmond withall his"eloquence,""modera-tion, "reasonableness"and"singular unobjectionableness," has notsatisfiedyou,letus hopethat the IrishatHome may be moreaccom-modating the next time they fienda representativeto theseshores,and that they will select astammering idiot who will possess thefaculty of splutteringout fiery absurditiesby the thousand,'and whowillmeantime,brandish aPhoenix Parkknifewith onehandwhileheswings a lumpof dynamite with theother. This is thesort of anIrish' representativethat will snit your journalisticrequirementstoperfection.—Iam etc., J.L. AhsbnSt.Patrick's Presbytery,October30,1883.[We donot care toprovokeRev. Mr.Aheminto writinganotherlong letter, and will therefore let his statements pass withouteditorial comment. We will atalltimes allowcorrespondentstheuseof our opencolumns to ventilateany publicquestion,but theirre»marksmustbeconfined within reasonablespace.

—
Ed.W. MVJ[How considerate of Bey.Mr. Ahern's time andtemper is oureditor.

—
Has hebychanceheardthe saying "letBleeping doeslie"T—Ed.N.Z.Tablet.]
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