
wouldcease to be Catholic schools ; and the principles of the
denominationalsystem wouldbe evaded altogether. WhatIwould
doas to Catholic schools is this:we would be prepared to satisfy
the Governmentthat they got value for their money. Beyond that
the Catholic authorities wouldbave the control— that is,the control
of theteachers. We would satisfy the Government that they got
value for their money, and if we do not give them value for the
moneylet us havenomoney.

401. In all other points the Government control would con-
tinue I—Yes1

—
Yes;as to theinspectionof the school, the amountof secular

knowledgeof the pupils, and as to the fact whether the schoolgave
value with regard to-themoney paid. Bayond that, we wouldgive
theGovernmentnocontrol.

402. Butonall secular matters they wouldhave. What would
be the effectof a school not giving value?

—
If the Inspector was

not satisfied with the school as to efficiency the money could be
withheld.

403. Mb. Fish:Ipresume Iam correct in aesuming it tobe
yourduty asBishop, and also the duty of yourclergy, to instruct
the laity not tosend theirchildren to the State schools?— Yes; we
do it.

404. Do you think if yourself and the clergy were to refrain
fromgiving that instructionthat thelaity wouldsend their children?
—I donot think they would. lam quitesure they wouldnot as a
body.

405. Eefering to Otago,Ibelieve Iam correct in saying that
whenFather Moreauhadcharge ofyour present diocese the Catholic
children wentto .theprovincial schools /—I amnot aware of any-
thing of the sort, because Ifound, on coming toDunedin, he had
aCatholicschoolhimself.

406. Areyonprepared tostate that a large number of Catholic
children didnot thengo to theprovincial schools I—l1

—
Ido not know ;

Iwasnot there.
407. Yousay that, inendeavouring to interfere witheducation,

theState is goingbeyond its functions?
—

No;Idid not say that.
Isaid the State, in becoming the schoolmaster of the country,is
goingbeyond its functions,

408. Supposing its^oild be proved, on going intofigures, that
the denominationalsystem would be entirely beyond themeansof
the State, would you still advocateas yon arenowdoing ?— As the
logicians say,negosupposition,

409. We may assume, then, that the teaching of the young,
according to your belief, should be directly under the control of
the various religious denominations?

—
Ido.

410. Mb.DoDbON: Were the colleges andhigh schoolsincluded
intheeighteen schools ?— Yes.

411. Mb.Babbon:1understoodyou tosaythat the introduction
of Bible-reading into State schoolswould prevent the employmentof
Catholic teachers. There are Catholic teachers nowin that employ-
ment ?

— Very few. There are oneor twopupil-teachers. There is
one bonafide teacher, a female, that Iknow is nowso employed. I
thinkthere is onepupil-teacherin Caversham.

412. If theBible-reading wereintroduced into the State schools
it would prevent the employment of Catholic teachers?— Yes.

413. Mb. J. Buchanan.: Have youheard that in tbe neigh-
bouring colonies tbesystem of Government educationhas developed
pecularevils of its own,inVictoriaandNew South ?— Judging
from whatIhavereardIbavecometo that conclusion. Of course,I
havenopersonalknowledge of it.

414. Are you awarethat, at this present moment, one of the
Parliaments is so engaged in amending the law in reference to
offences against young females as to increase the punishment for
teachers inpublic schools ?->There is a Billbefore the House to that
effect,Itbink.

415. Inreference also to the employment of teachers by your
denomination,have younot peculiar facilities for obtaining aidof
thatkind at a very reasonablerate, arising from thecircumstances
thatitbecomes areligious duty ?

—
Yes ;itisonly on that account we

are able to have schools inmany placeswhere, without thataid,we
couldnot possibly have schoolsunder presentcircumstances.

416. Those ladiesand gentlemen are,of coarse, content with a
verymoderate maintenance ?

—
Contentwithamere living.

417. In fact,the system is somewhat analogous,Ithink, to that
which onceprevailedinFrance, J when, theFreresChretiens werethe
teachers I—Yes.1

—
Yes.

418. Mb.Svvanson.:X the State pays the teachers of. these
denominational schools,would not that be"practically giving State
aid to religion7— No; because they are paid for teaching secular
subjects.

419. Hon. the. Chalbman.: there anything further you
wouldlike"to say- to the Committee?

—
On the part of the Catholic

bodyIhavecomehere to ask the Parliament of the country todo
what we conceive is an act of justice,and what we conceive asthe
Parliament of the country they arebound todo

—
that is,not to take

fromus money which they spend uponother people'schildren, butlet
our own children have the money we ourselves contribute for
educationalpurposes. We think that is just,and thatis our demand.
The matter of education in accordancewith our principlesis one of
life and death withus,and we consider wev areunder aninjustice and
sufferingahardshipinbeingobliged to pay our shareof the taxation
of the country without profiting by the expenditureoneducation;
andto be at the enormous expenseof providing schools for our own
children

—
a thing wearenow bound to do

—
paying towards thefree

education of theother people'schildren.

(Telegram)
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givehim an orderif Iapprovedof them. Ina literary pointof
view they areexcellent,and there isnothing objectionablein them
at allthatIcouldsee. ThereforeIsent anorderfor some,and shall
adopt them;but hitherto we have been obliged to nse what we
couldget.

383.Hon.Mb.P.A.Buckley :Yourevidencehas beendirected
altrgether,Ithink, towards what wecall elementaryschools. Have
youerected any schools foi higher education in your diocese?

—
A

goodmany. There is a college for boys and a high school for girls
atDunedin, and high schoolsat Oatnaru, Irvercargill, and Queens-
town. No donationshavebeen received from theState towards the
erection and maintenance of the schools at Oainaru, Invercargili,
andQueenßtown. We have received nothing from the State for any
pnrpose; they areall supportedby the voluntary contributionsof the
people..

384. Haveyou hadany experience as to the resultof teaching
th« Bible in the public schools?

—
Ionly know one thing, and that

is a statementmade byDr.Moorhouse. He stated, in his evidence
givenbefore tl»e Commission in Victoria, that one of the ablestand
most zealous of his clergy went to a Government school to give
Bible instruction. He had the class before him, and they read
the Bible;and then he told them to shut .their Bibles while he
interrogated themon whatthey hadread. They did so,andshow-
eredthebibles at his head. That is allIknow of the result pro-

ducedby thereadingof theBible inschools.
385. Mr.J.Buchanan:Are the same facilities as to railways

to Catholic children attending theirschools as areafforded
tochildrenattending State schools?

—
Ithink theyareallona footing

of equality atpresent.
386. Have yon had any experience of the working of school

Committees?
—

No;noneexceptwhatIreadinthepublic papers.
387. Then,youcould not state whether they put in,force the com-

pulsory clauses ? Ihave seenit stated in thenewspapers thatthey
passeda resolution to that effectin Dunedin;butIam under the
impression that ithas beenequivalent toa dead-letter,or almost bo,
at allevents,but 1could not speakpositively.

388. A question wasput to you withreference to the effect of
education".'Ithink you said you didnot hold that education pre-
ventedcrime?— -Yes,Idid. IsaidIdid not think it contributedto
thepreventionof-crime.

389. Are jqu _of opinion that it really changes rather than
diminishesit?

—
Thatis theresult ofmy readingonthepoint.

390." And with reference to the question of Bible-Teading in
schdbls, would,not yourChurchhold it as an infliction

—
a further

disability—if that became compulsory, evenif the conscience-clausewere introduced I—l1
—
I-would look upon a regulation to the effectthat theBible shouldbe read by the teacher asa decidedgrievance.

That would positively exclude every Catholic from teaching in the
schools.

391. Hon.Mb.Acland: You wereasked aquestionwithregard
to whether youobjected to free, secular,acdcompulsory education,
wouldyou agree on principleto the free and compulsory, without
the secular I—As1

—
As applied to Boman CatholicsIwould bave no

objectionto that whatever.
392. With regard tosparsely-populated districts, incases where

the number of childrenwasnottwenty-five, taking the proportion
of oneinseven,therewouldbe someRomanCatholicsinthat district

—
in such cases wouldyou think itdesirable that the Catholic children
shouldattend State schools or not attend them at all ?

—
Iwould

prefer that,butthat wouldbe an exceptionalcase.
393. If the grants-in-aid were made on what youconsider the

principleof justice, would the Roman Catholicsattempt to establish
schools in thosedistricts where, say,theRoman Catholic children did
not exceedtwelve I—That1

—
That would dependon the circumstances of thecase. Ifwefoundourselvesable toput a school there we would.394.Ihave seen by the papers that insults nave been offered

to yourself andother members of theRoman Catholic religion. Do
you think the opposition is specially to Boman Catholics, or is it
rather in favour of infidelity ?—1wouldnot be able to answer that
questionasIdonotknow themotives of the people.

395. The oppositionis,so far,shown mainly toRomanCatholics?—
Icannot say as to the others. Ifyou ask me what is toblamefor it,Ihavenohesitationinsaying thatit is theunchristian toneof

the system that is toblamefor it.
396. Do you think that free,secular, and compulsoryeducationhas any tendency towards producing an increase of infidelity?

—
Iamdecidely of thatopinion.

397. Hon.Db.Mbnzies:Iunderstood from whatyousaid thatyouconsidered full justice to theRomanCatholics wouldbe togive
them thesameamount of aidas other children in the Colony receive.
Inother words, that the funds shouldbe equally distributedaccord-
ing to thenumber of children and the proficiency in the differentschools. Then you wentonfurther tosay that, whentheGovernmentpaidthissubsidy, you6houldhavethepower ofdismissing theteachers;

wouldapply eqnally to tlie other denominations?— We wouldinterferewith the othersin the least.
398. Iunderstandthe principle laid down to be that, while theGovernmentpay for the educationof the children,the denominations

wouldhavethe control over the teachers
—

havethepower of dismiss-ing them?~Thepowerof dismissing them for moral delinquencies—the sameasunder theNationalBoard in Ireland.
399. What Ifailedtoobserve was whether the function of theGovernment extendedany further than the simplepayment ?— TheGovernment, of course, would have power overthe masters if theywereinefficient, and-did not properlydischarge theduties of teachingthe subjects for which they werepaid. If theGovernmentprovided

the funds tosupport theschools,of course they would havea very
potent voice in the regulation of the schools. A Catholic schoolwouldcease tobe a Catholicschool if the authoritiesof the Churchhadnoauthorityoverit.

400. Youconsiderita matterof principle thatyoushould have
ftconcurrent powerwith theGovernment asregards the dismissal ofteachers?-—Ithink so. We should,of course, have teachers in theschoolsapprovedof by theauthorities of the Church, otherwisethey

Itisnowstated fhatpreviousto King Alfonso's appointmentto
thecolonelcy of theStrasburgUhlans, it hadbeendecidedto trausfe*
the regiment to another garrison. After the events at Paris, this
decisionwas at oncerevoked
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