
instance in which we refuse any pupil admission to our primary
schools.

292. Inthe practical workingof yoursystem,-how doyou manage
to secure that children come clean in person?— Our teachers look
after that. If itis a serious case the clergy remonstrate with the
parents,and ask that the children be sent clean to school;andif
thisis not done wehave thechildren washedand made decent before
they comeiuto school

293. Are many of the children educated in your diocese the
childrenof poor parents?— Yes,Idaresay themajority of my people
are poor;but we have no abject poverty in the country any where.
Iamspeaking of peopleof small means

—
labouringpeople,and with

large families.
294. Oan you pay whether this weekly "payment orpayments for

the education of the children is felt a severe financial strain?
—

A
very serious strain. There are many with very small wages,
comparatively speaking, and they have to pay the expenses of the
Church, also contribute towards the erectioa of schools, and then
support all these schools. It is a veryseriousmatter for them.

295. Can youstate, from your own knowledgeand observation,
■whether the class termed " raggedchildren

"
arepractically refused

admission to the Stateschools ?— Iam not able tosay from" my own
knowledge;butIhaveheard that they harebeen refused onwhatI
consider fair authority;butIamnot able tostateitas a fact within
my own personalknowledge.

296. Canyou state, fromyoarownobservation, whether ornot
the raggedchildren in thecity of Dunedin, for example,are being
e<3abated by theState ?

—
Ithink some are educatedby the State.~297. You have said you believe the standard of efficiency in

your schools is equalto the standard current in the State schools ?—?
—

Yes.
298. You arrive at thatfrom personal examinations conducted

by yourself?
—

Or that, together with the fact that wegetpupils who
havebeen at the Government schools,and whohavenot made much
progress. At thesame time Iwish to qualify the latter statement,
Their want of efficiencymaynothe the faultof the system;itmaybe
thefault of thechildren themselves;.but,judging from thepercentage
of marksmade by the children of public schoolsat their examinations
and thepercentagegainedby childrenof my ownschool, who are put
througha more severe test andexamination,Icome to theconclusion
that our cbildirenarecertainly asefficient,andmoreefficient, inmany
instances.

299. Is there any system in operation in England which, if
brought into operation in this Colony, wouldsatisfy the Catholics of
this Colony ?

—
No system that would satisfy us. The'Catholics in

England areintensely dissatisfied with the presentsystem, but the
system there is very much more, equitableand just than the system
here, butitdoes not satisfy the Catholics or the Church of England.

300. Do youunderstand the system whichis ordinarily defined
as the sy-stem of payment by results? —Ido.

301. How would youdefine that system ?—lt? — Itmeans this:that
there should be first of all a certain allowance as anaverage atten-
dance of pupils. Iconsider that only fair to the teachers,because
children are not all equally clsver, and parents are not always
solicitous that they make progress,andit is very disheartening toa
teacher to be placed in anunfavourable position throughno fault
of his own. Iconsider that the system ought to include payment on
a ceitain averageattendance, and then any furtherpayment should
be made ia accordance with the results produced from his teaching
in the school.

302. Would such a system meet theviewsof the Catholics of this
Colony?— Quite; they would be very glad indeed to havesuch a
system.

303. What averageof attendance wouldyouconsider reasonable
to form the basis of such a system— "he lowest average of
attendance ?

—
That would be decided entirely by the circumstances

of the locality. An average attendance which would be fair
in one 1< cality would not be fair in another. The average
attendance in a thickly-populatedlocality should be more, in my
judgment, than that required in a sparsely-populated one.
That is a merematterof detailaltogether.

304. Iunjjeistand that yousaid that the paymentby results will
satisly youas apetitioner?— Yes, fully.

305. Mr.Feldwick :You said that the feein your schools is
Is. per weekper child ?

—
That is thecharge we havein ourcommon

schools.
306. Do youknow of cases of specialhardshipif the charge were

enforced?
—
Iknow many instances of special hardship, but we do

not enforce it in cases of hardship. In cases such asmen out of
employment and helplesswidows, wemake up the sum ourselves in
order that the teachers may not suffer. In oneschool IhadIwas
obliged topay £25 one year,£26 anotheryear, and £27 4s, another
year inorder to make up for the fees, so that the teacher should not'
sustain a loss.<4fck 307. So that the teachers' salaries are precarious,depending on
tPse fees?

—
We genetallygive themafixed salary, and'if the fees do

not amount to the salary wehave tomake up the balance.
308. Do you think, in the event of Stiite aid being given, you

would haveschools in the smaller town*?— Certainly; wehave them
in the smaller towns at this moment. We had a school for yearsat
which there wereonly fifteen Catholics, and we paid a teacher for
teaching these fifteen children.

309. What wouldyousay in the case of sparsely-populatedrural
districts where thereis a Government school?— Thatis anexceptional
case, andmus be treated exceptionally.

310. You are aware that inMr. Curtis's Bill those not availing
themselves of State schools should provide their own buildings.
Would you be prepared to do that ? — We are prepared to take an
instalment of justice on the understanding that weareat liberty to
demand full justice.

311. Have you formed any ides of what would be a sufficient
sum tobe paid per childbased on payment per results?

—
Myanswer

to thatis this:Ithink we are entitled in justice andequity to the
samecapitationallowance as is given for other people'schildren,
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312. Perhapsyou havesomeidea of whatwouldbe sufficient?—
Isuppose we wouldbe satisfied with what the other people got.

313. Then the amount wouldhave tobe fixed by the Education
Boards, accordingto what was paid toother school??

— Certainly;we
ask no more.

314. Mr.De Lautoub:Ithink you said you had eighteen
schools in your diocese. Idid not observe whether you told the
Committee the cost of thoseschools?— For lmd and buildings for
school purposes, £30,500, inthe last. twelve years. lam not able to
give the statistics before twelve years ago, as Ionly came to the
country a little over twelve yearsago;"but daring my time inthe
country wehavespenbon thecroc-ion of schools,andproviding sites
and buildings for school purposes, £30,500. Icannot stateaccurately
what the costof maintenance has been during that period,but IconId
give a very goodguess. Iknow what the maintenance would cost the
Government

—
£5,500 a year. Itdoes not cost us somuch as itwould

cost the Government, owing to themanner in which we work;andI
think Iam speaking justly and truly when Isayithas cost us about
£3,000 a year. The wayIarriveat that is thia:we have at the
present momentnine male teachers,independently of pupil-teachers
and thirty female teachers, independently of pupiland assistant^
teachers, and, taking one with another, all round, they cost us about
£100 a year,and that would make about £3,000 annually, andthat
is about what it costs us;and the cost to the Government, for the
samenumber of children, wouldbe £5,500. � ,

315. Is not the pressure upon your people mowexcessive in
country districts thania thickly-populateddistricts ?

—
Idonot know

thatitis moreexcessive,because of the extra cost on-the buildings
and the enhanced value of the landinthe thickly-populatedparts.

316. In somecountry districts are therenot agreaterproportion
of Catholics

—
for instance, at St.Bathans?

—
Iamnot preparedto say

that Catholics are in the majority in some country districts. lam
not preparedtosay thatevenat St. Bathans theyarein amajority;
but Ithink at St. Bathans .there are more children;attending the
Catholic school thanattending the Governmentschool. Iamunder
that impression,but lamnot"certain.

- -
317. Mb. Munbo :Is there anypossibility o£ the bodies agree-

ingamongstthemselvesastoa"class-bookcontainingreligiousinstruct-
ion I—None1

—
None whatever;at all events, so faT as we are concerned.'

318. There is no commonChristianity?— Not for us. Wemust
teach our religion wholly and fully, or not atall.

319. You know the system agreed to— thatof theCommissioners—
inIreland?

—
The Catholics wereneveraconsentingparty.: . -

320. Would the Catholics becontent -with acapitationgrant?t-
They will be glad of anything in the direction of justice, but they
willneverbe satisfied withany thing short of complete justice.

321. Me.Swansox:Ithink youstated that the Catholicsnever
received any endowment or monetary assistance from the Govern-
ment?

—
NTonewhateverin my diocese. ' '

322. Do you say, as an absolute fact, that the Catholics have
received no educationalendowments ?

—
Not inmy diocese.

323. lam talkingabout the Catholics of theColony I—They1
—

They have
somesmall endowments inother dioceses.

324. Do you consider it the duty of the State to see that its
children are educated?—Ido not think itis. Ithink the Stateis
goingbeyond its functionin becomingaschoolmaster. .

325. Do youjthink themajority of theCatholicsofthe Colonyare
of thatopinion? — Yes;those whoarecapable of forming anopinion,
whoaresufficiently educatedandsufficieatlyinstructed to understand
the question.

326. Are youawarethat somesuch propositionasyou havemade
has been in practice in the Colony, where the money wasdivided
amongst the different denominations?

—
Yes.

327. Are you aware that it brokedown completely?— No,Iam
not;nor doIbelieveiteither.

328. Are you aware that the people of your,denomination in
Auckland actually petitioned to have a different system?

—
That

does not prove that the denominational system broke down. It
proves maladministration in Auckland, if youwill,but it does not
provethat the denominational systembroke down.

329. If the Government find the money for the different
denominationsto pay the teachers, will thatnottransfer theservants
of the State—the teachers

—
to be the servants of the clergy ?

—
No.

330. For instance,would you not claim the power todismissany
teacher that does suit you?

—
Yes.

' �,->'
331. Then whose servant will he be I—l1

—
Ishould be able todismiss

him, but Iwould not interfere with the State paying him. The
Statecan watch over the expenditureof its ownmoney,butunder the
denominational systemIwillnot have a master in my school who
misconducts himself.

332. Haveyouanyobjection to anythingnow taughtin the State
schools ?

—
Yes;there area greatmany things taught which areodious

to Catholics.
333. Will you state an instance ?— Take thehistories. Any one

acquaintedwith the histories will know that there are many things
offensive toCatholics in these books.

334. Would it satisfy you if these histories were altered op
dismissed from the schools altogether?— No ; because lamopposed
to the systemaltogether.

335. Would it be possible for the clergy toovertake the religious
edusationby teachingon holidays, Sundajs, and after school bourB

—
if they wereall energetic, anddevoted as much time to it asyou
appear to do ?

—
No.

336. Tf this system of educationyou propose were agreed to,
would itnot have the effect of breaking up the present system of
education ?—Iwill dividemy answer to that question. First of all,
evenif itdid,that wouldbe no objection to my mind, because Iam
opposedto the system on principle. It would be a goodthing, I
think, tobreak itup. Secondly,Ido not think it woulddo so, for
everylody exceptourselves is satisfied withthepresentsystem,

(To be continued.)
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