
Now that theevidenceof the JointEducationCommitteeispublishedwe cannot wonder at the anxiety shownby some members of theSSf8!! i
-e6PK^ bom seeing- the ljebt- If the oponents of theCatholicclaim hadanysenseof justice, honour,orshame, theperusalof the report, one would fancy,might make them give in. Butnonesoblind as those who don't wish to see. It would takea great dealmore than the report contains to convincesuch men as the BunedinT° SZ?t\&M Sil\George Grey that theCatholic claimwas jus?,and ought tobe conceded. The Reformation went far to destroy allsenseof justice and politicalhonour, or even of shame inProtestants* fi?.dealm£ Wlt£ andsqueezingRomanCatholics, and fleecing themof their casb for Protestantpurposes. Sir GeorgeGreyhasoracularlypronounced the present education system «' perfect." Perhaps oneof its greatest beautiesmhis eyesis thatitrobs andaffronts RomanCatholics, thoughhemay not own asmuch to the public for Statereasons. Sir George is an old handin politics. Inoticed that onequestioner in the Committee was very anxious tomake out fromBishop lledwoodthe truth of the preposterous contention set upby"theiV. Z. Heraldand Mr.J. Sheehaa, that theCatholiclaityhad been''coerced by priestly domination to sign the petitions. Buthefailed inhis aim, and got a quiet rebuff instead. Why,Ipresumethenest thing weshall hear from the men of the N. Z.Herald andSheehan school mil be that Catholicssay their prayers and performall their other religious andeven theirmoral duties under " nrieatlvcoercion or domination. Itwould be for Mr. J. Sheehan's owncredit, andfor his souls welfare,if the « priests" couldoalymanJgetosubject him to a little wholesome« coercion," so tbathemight bemade todo the right thing as aRoman Catholic,and not scandalisethe Church to which he professes to belongby flying inher face inso weighty amaiteras the education of Catholic ySuth. Ishou dsay thatMr. J Sneehan isa half-Protestantised Catholic— God helpus all !none of us are such goodCatholic*a« weought tobe, but fewif any,of us areProtestantised Catholics. Mr. Sheehan told "theHouse and the co-mtry » from his placeinParliamentlately, thathewasnota good Catholic, which,Ipresume,is only a tender way ofsaying that he was a bad Catholic. Possibly be meant "theHouse and the country" to understand that none but a badCatholic would evervote against the Catholic education claims Ifso, that was candid, and candour issometimes a great virtue

"
TheA.& Herald inafit of candour,let out, some jears ago! tta nalreason whyhe wasso deadagainst aGovernment subsidy to Catholicschools, lie said that the Catholics had such aburning zeai foreducation tbat they would establish no end of Catholic schools, ifonly they oncegot theirhands into the public purse for the purposeThey *ould thus carryoff possibly the lion* share of the educationgrant. He politely added thatitrequired a " longhandledsDoontnsup wi thode.l." This rather marred his graceful SmplEtoCaihoho zeal for education. However, the cat was let outof thebag-iho Ilemld a,owedh\S real reasonfor opposing the just eauca!«" cu

lILS.?f1
ILS.? f KomaiJ.Catholics. Itwasa reason creditable to usMlno. to him aLd his secularist clients. The Hei-ald and hisadherers may asi»ell try to arrestthe flowing tideas to keepRomanCatholics out ot til. ir ]Uat rights;cue day they will get them i£ nonow. Ihe Freeman's Journal here,lately lemarked%ou,et£no- notverycomplimemaijr abuut the Joint Committee when in conclaveassemblCd.-that it was morelike adebating club thana parliamen-tary committee, or something to tbat effect. But that fas a triflecompared with whatoneof the members of theHouse hmsdf saidabout it. He very irreverently compar dit to « Pandemonium," adenof devils. Itstruck me forcibly thatBishops Moian RedwoodandLuck must have felt anything'but comfortableSsuch a placeand amongsuchcompany. Joking aside, is such a mode of triatS-theedacaiionquestion' not likely tobring educationandreliSalong withit intopublic contempt,and give an occasionofreioiSto theunbelieverand scoffei? fhavea strong impression that fofsome considerable time tocomeat least, Catholics should, out ofPayment abouTan"I r

«el*ion> abstainfrOmtro^ramament about any claim for a Government subsidy to theirtchools,however 3ust the claim maybe. In the preSVmper-I

wasgoingto saypartly irreligious, and partly fanatical, and partly
Ataeist temper— of the public mind of Government and the Press,
theredoesnot appear any reasonable hope that our just claim will beconceded. To suffer wrong paiiently for our religion when thatwrong is unavoidable is an honour and a duty, not areproach
for us. The reproach rests on those who inflict the wrong, that
is on our noi>Catholic friends and their Press. If we Catholicsbe the true disciples of Christ, members of His one onlytrue Church, as we allbelieve without doubting that we are, wemust expect thenon-Catholic world to hateus as ithatedour DivineMaster,and as He warned us it would do. It" it hate us it willnaturally try toinjure usin our religious interests, as opportunityotters. Let us, then,not trust inviceroys, Parliaments,orthe Pressfor procuring the means toeducateour childrenas Catholic children-ought tobe educated. Letus trustin Godandourselves. Thereis nowantof money amongus for thepurpose if weonly had theheart to£ Te

« **, 8 dlocese of Aucklandis thepremier Catholic diocese inthe Colonym pointof populatkn,buthardly so inpointof zeal andliberality m thecause of education for ourboys. Tneother dioceses
in the Colony outstripus aad leave us far behind in that nspect.Way this should be soIcannot explain:itis a subject well worthythe consideration of Aucklanders. One thing is certain—that theblame does not rest with the clergy. But what can the clergy dointhe absence of the hearty co-operationofthe laity in such amatter?Our teachers inboys schools areableand zealous,but there is a wantof teaching power whichmoneyonly can Bupply tomake our schoolsefficient from a secular pointof view. Itis unfortunate that our twoCatholic M.H.R.'s shouldhave placed themselves in an attitude ofhostility to theChurch ineducational matters. But they will notlive for ever. Their parliamentary''lives~may possibly cod beforetheir natural lives.— We shall see. It would be far better for thecredit and interests of the Catholicsof thisColony, nay,Iwill say
for theChristiansof this Colony, ifCatholic politicians like Mr. Jbfieehan and Mr. Tole were neverreturned toParliament. Itis im-'possibleto injureCatholicinterests without at the same time injur-
ingChristianinterests in general, and public justice too. MessrsSfceenan and Tole are without-intendingto be so, deadly enemies toChristianity and to public justice, because they act in concert withthe deadly enemies of both.. It is asplain as the unclouded sun atnoon-day, tiatwhat is called the"secularist piety"

in this Colonypossesses the sympathy andco-operationof the enemiesof Christian-ity,and the enemies of God Himself,and of public liberty all overChristendomat the present moment. If there be an enemy to thecross of Christ and toreligious liberty in this Colony,andIbelievethere are many such, they all adherestaunchly to that "secularistparty of which Messrs.Sheehan andTole are,by theirown act andconsent, enrolledasmembers. Ifthese two CatholicgentlemenenteredParliament avowedlyfor thepurposeof opposing thesecularist partyanddoing their utmost to counteract itsbanefulinfluence, onecouldrespect themand urge Catholics to vote for them. But as it is, noItis to be hopedthat after nextelection Catholics willno longer bescandalised andgrievedat themelancholyspectacleofRoman. Catholicsstandingup inParliamentandproclaiming themselves belonging toapaity many of whose members deny the spiritualnature of man aadthe very existenceof GodHimself. This party nowis neitherasmallnor a weak party, anditis increasingrapidly bothinintellectualandphysical strength.— Lord Beaconsfield said so more than ten yearsago. He saidhe knew the fact from the bestauthority, and he wasnot easily imposed uponin such matters. Thatany Catholic shouldally himself withsuch a party inParliamentor elsewhere,and thatanybody of Catholic electors should assist to return to Parliamentsuch a Catholic is certainlyascandal and a disgrace to the Catholicbudy, andamelancholy sign of a degenerate age in a religious andmoral sense. Of course all members of the "secularist party" donot absolutelyhold anti-Cbristianor Atheistviews.— No. Itis withthem as with the
"
Protestantparty" generally, manymen-manyreligious creeds. Butstill the"

secularist party
"

contains a goodlynumber of men who are the enemies of Chmt and God, and ofpublic; justtce—a number quite sufficient to cause every faithfulOatbohc toavoid itas they wouldavoid the serpent'svenom. WhenL.ordBeaconsfieldwarnedthepeoplea&d theirGovernments thattheAtbeistparty was increasing in intellectual and physical power aswellas numbers, the lateEmperor of Russia had not then fallenunder the hands of assassins, nor had Lord F. Cavendish or MrBurke in Ireland fallen in a similar way. The men whotook the Emperor's life aimed their blow, no doubt, at tiethrone of Russia quite as much asat theEmperorperscually. Inlike manner themen whotook the life of LordF. Cavendish and ofMr. Burke meant tostrike atthe throneof England rather than togratify auy peisonal feelingsof revenge against their unfortunatevictims,who,so far as is known,never wrongtd themor theirs indi-vidually.IQ neither case,Iapprehend,werethe assassins unletteredm-n, or intellectually weak. F,r the time beiDg, however, theypractically belonged to thatsection of the"secularist party "
whobalieve inne.ther God not devil,but whohave thrownoffall respectfjr religionand its ministers. If subsequently they came to thdrrigut mind and made theirpeace with tueir offended Maker befoietie^ suffered an ignominious and just deathon the scaff<Id tor theirCdme, to much thebetter for them. Butin that cahe tuey bad re-nouiced communion with the "secularist parry," and joined theslencal party. The fate of the Russian Emperor and the Irish vic-tims of tne "Invincibles"may well cause tyrantrulers and the richgenerally t0bethink themselves andpause in ttuir career of injust-ce,cyp.ession,andextortion. Rulers areasmuch bound to rule in jus-tice, equity, and the fear of God, as subjects are bound toobey theirrulers— in peace andquietness. Laws to be respectedmust be justaarthumane laws,not such ashave longpreyaited iv Ireland underJJritibhrule If the civil Government werewise it would for its ownsake andsafety everco-operate with the clergy in their efforts toeducate the peoplenot only in secular knowledge, but in the fear oft*ccl. Itmaybe quite possiblefor children toreceive formalinstruc-tion inreligion in theschoolroom"

out of school hours,"but that isnot theusual and thenaturalor mostconvenientandeffectualwaytoimpart religious instruction to them, To banish religioa from tlic

Friday,December 7, 1883. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
beraandtheir lady friends. The firstpart of the programme con-Bisted of songs, glees, and pianofortesolos, bat the feature of the
evening was the living chess tournament on the stage,the whitequeen first recitingsomelines writtenfor the occnsiou by Mr. Ander-
Bon. The costumes weredesigned by Messrs. Victorand Bond, andwere inexcellenttaste, the games being played by Messrs. WykesanaScott, andconcluding in 21moves.The Heathcote Steam Navigation Co. are about to run theirsteamer, the Colleen,regularly fromHeathcote, and a trial trip hasbeenmade by the directors of the TramwayCo. and some membersof theLjtteltonHarbourBoard, eta., who found theexcursion a verypleasant one, besides recruiting themselves at Patterson's Hotel,where an excellent lunchton had been provided by order of theChairman of the TramwayCo. Sumner is a very favourite resort ofthewivesand familiesof our citizens,anda trip in the comfortablesteamershould be morepleasant,at least, in the summer months,than the omnibusses,which, up to the present,convey the passengerstoandfrom the trams. Alanding-stageis about to be constructedclose to toe Cave-Hock.

A few donationshave still to be received by the Bene-volent Association in connection with, the collections madeonChanty Sunday, thetotal.* amount so far being £446 Is Bd. Ofthis the Anglicans contributed £210 Is 4d (14 churches), theWesleyans about £42, the Congregationalists £6 13a 4d, the Jews£31 12s theFreemasons £36 9s 6d, theFreethought Association £9"Vn^DanksWorkmen>overtime'*2lls. Onr own people gave|thehandsomesum of £105 17s. TheBaptistsandPresbyterianslavefnot contributed, charitymay leadus to hope that they maystill in-tend todo so, butIhear onauthorityIcannot donbtthat the latterexcuse themselveson the ground thatthey support their own people
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