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I HAD not intended to write of the celebration of the Luther cen-
tenary in this ecity, but your interesting and amusing comments on
the speeches elsewhere delivered in connection with this great
Protestant festival, have determined me to have my little say on the
same subject, Furst of all, it seems to have been admitted by the
speakers at the ter-meeting in the Baptist meeting-house that the
rewunion was comparatively a failure, 0 far as ministers were con-
cerned, and one of these gentlimen moaned over the indifferentism
which he believes to be creeping over Protestants generally. True,
the ovening was about the most unfavourable of the many bitterly
cold and jnclement ones which have falien to our lot during the
present winter (for present it most certainly is as I pen these lines),
and we will charitably supposs that the drenching rain not only
damped the spirita of the ardent few who suffured no inconveniences
to prevent their assisting at the glorification of their hero ard eaint,
bnt worse than this, positively kept away the many who were
eagerly waiting the moment to contribute their substantial offering
towd1s the funds of the Benevolent As:ociation, in aid of which—
the advertisement stated—a collection would bs made (oddly
enongh, those present muet have left their purses at home, as the
published iist of the sums collected for this most deserving charity,
omita to mention any pecuniary resuli of the * monster tea-meeting "),
The Rev. Mr, Watson, Charch of England parson, philesopher, sage,
and scribe, likewise patron of the Salvation Army, vice German
neology, enlogised Wickliffe, Cranmer, Calvin, as well as Luther, and
then passed on to the dark times coming, when the next gene-
ration will be “at the mercy of religious and political charlatans,”
It is impossible to make a guess as to the politicians Mr, Watson
bas in his mind’s cye, but apparently the Salvationist glamonr is
beginning to wear off, so far as he is concerned. The Rev. Mr,
West, Presbyterian, of course, referred to Luther's wonderful dis-
covery of a Bible in his monastery, and further expressed his deep-
seated conviction, tbat the sacred volume ““has been teken from
the schools to please the Roman Catholies™!11 The remainder
of the speakers scarcely reached the intellectual heights of their pre-
decessors, but simply ravg the changeson the exalted merits of those
“ pillars of tbe Piotestant alliance, Lutber, Calvin, Cranmer and
Enox.” You have ably exposed ‘ the profound and ludicrous ignor-
ance of the speakers” 1n Knox Church, an ignorance which, how-
ever, geems world-wide so far as regards Lutber worshippers. It
would be, perhaps, unreasonable to expect them to possess any know-
ledge of Catholic history, bat surely it is not too much to expect
them to be fairly well read in the works of historians of their own
religious bias. Nevertheless, they appear to be utterly ignorant of
the revelations made by such writers as the intensely Protestant
Burnet, Heylin, Collier, Strype, and Dean Hook, regarding the
character of the English Reformers, who are admitted to be bad men
by writers like Hallam, Macaulay, Arneld, and even Fronde, Asa to
the effect of the * glorions Reformation,” I may be allowed to quote
a few passages written by some of the so called martyrs, Ridley
wrote a tract calied the * Lamentations of Engiand," in which be
says : “ Lechery and oppression, pride, covetousness, and a hatred
and scorn of religion were generally spread amoog the people.”
Latimer says : “ London was never so i1l as it is now, In times past
men were full of pity and compassion, but now there is no pity, for
in London their brother shall die in the streets for cold ; and again,
“Burely in Popery they had a reverence, but now we have none at
all. I never saw the like,” Hooper says that  Another life is re-
quired of the justified man than that gospellers lead now-a-days.”
Strype, in bis “ Memozia’s,” especially names covetonsness, neglect of
the poor, corruption of judges, oppressiveness of landlords, frequency
of murder, prevalence of aduitery, and consequent divorce, as sins
resulting from the Reformation. Now as to the opinion of foreign
reformers on the result of their own bandiwork, Hrasmus says :(—
“Look round on this gospeller people, and show a single one
twhom that Gospel bas made sober instead of drunken, modest rather
han indecent, Ican show you plenty who have become much worse
than they were.” Luther himself says: ** The world grows worae
daily ; it is evident that men are far more viadictive, more covetous,
more deatitute of all mercy, more immodest and unruly, and far
worse than they were under the Papacy.,” Again; “Formerly, when
we were led astray by the Pope, men readily followed good works,
but now alitheir aim is to got everything for themselves by extortion,
plunder, theft, fals.hood, and usury,” Wolfgang Musculussays : © If
any, _Jwish tosee acrowd of rascalsand tronblers of the publicgniat, let
himﬁ to & city where the Gospel is preached in its purity, foritis
learer than daylight that never werehcathensjmore profiizate and more
stained than these evangelical professors,” Melancthon writes: ¢ All
the waters of the Elbe would not yield me fears sufficient to weep
for the miseries caused by the Reformation,” These, and & multi-
tude of kindred statements were brought befure the Englisk public
by one of the leading writera of the High Church party, and contradic-
tion and refutation of his facts invited, without, however, eliciting any
reply. He calls Edward VI “that young tiger-cub™; Cranmer,
“ the most infamovs personage in Eoglieh history'"; and the refor-
merg in general, “ miscreants and villains,” who Y in cruelty, impiety
and licentious foulness left the Jacobins far behind them.” He also
considers that the “* common misrepresentations on the subjectare so
wilful and culpable tha. no one has any excuse for accepting, much
Jess for repeating them,” adding that one of his friendsis engaged on
& work concerning the sappressed facts in Reformation history.

Your brief jnotice of Mr. Wilmott’s * Story of the Scottish Re-
formation ” reminds me that I have lately read a review in an
Euoglish journal of a book called “ Historical Portraits of the Tudor
Dynasty, and the Reformation Period,” by 8. Hubert Burke (Johm
Hodges, 13, Boko Bquare, London), 1t im in a series of four volumes,
and a8 it is published by one of the principal High Church firms, and
exposes the shifts and suppressiona of Poritan writers, it may very

! 46 do., Mr, Menlave's 22 do., and Messra, Campbell's 2§ doa.

possibly be the * friend’s work™ abuve-mentioned, The reviewar
speaks of Mr. Burke as an honest, impartial writer, entirely withont
sectarian bias, and says that his revelations concerning the * clerics
of the new Learning " are most startling. He gives a sad ploture of
Cranmer, and other pillars of the Beformation, and saysthe statements
as to Cranmer's recantations beingiforced,apon him are wholly untrue,
 Latimer,” he says, “ dissembled, not once or twice, but for nearly
twenty years.” Bishop Bhazton became a reformer ovly because he
was cast out of the “ Roman fold,” and when threatened with death,
not only recanted, but preached at the execution of the very men
who had been condemned with bim, As to Queen Mary, who * was
the victim of the most unmanly and cowardly persecution on acconnt
of her religion,” during her brother’s reign, MEr?Burke says that she
wag ‘ foremost in ber desire to sustain the privilege, the honoar, and
the happiness of her own sex,” many of her ladies it atfendanos
being the wives and daughters of notabie Reformers ; they had, more-
over, 00 reagon to complain that their * rights of conscience ’ were
invaded by their sovereign. Mary, in her Iast illness, * edified
everyone around her by her gentle manners, her piety,rnd her rosig-
nation to the will of Providence.” Mr. Burke devctes a chapter to
the defence of the much slandered Mary of Lorraine, and with regard
to her danghter, Mary Queen of Scots, he says that Bothwell left
behind him a deatb-bed coofession, declaring that Mary and her
immediate frirnds knew nothing whatever of Darnley's murder, and
that a copy of this confession, attested by four officials of Lhe Danish
Government, was sent by the King of Denmark to Quegn Elizabeth,
but was not bronght forward at Mary's'trizl. o

The Indnstrial Exhibition building is making good progress, and
nearly all the available space has been applied for. The committes
bave reconsidered the question of allowing packets of 12 ticketa to
be sold at a reduction of 25 per cent., but bave finally determined
not to doso; the price will therefors remain at 1s, each. The sites
for a confectionery stall and a bar were sclected, the lalter not with-
out strong protest from an active tempeTance commillee-man, No
application for space will be received afier the Tét prox., and all
exhibite are to be placel in the building as soon as possible after that
date. Amongst the exhibits will be asample of copper, weighing
shout 90 1be., from the Champion Copper mine, at Nelsm, .

The Hoapital Board, on the motion of the Hon. Mr, Stevens,
have decided to spend the whole of the Governmeot grant of £1000
in the improvement of the Hoepital buildings, leaving Government
to fight out the question of the drainage.

There seems to exist & wide-spread feeling—in spite of the ill-
natured commsnts of the Lyttelton Times—that the Oiago competitora
at the late Agricultural bhow met with scant justics, However
Canterburians may rejoice at Mr. Boag’s success in carrying off the
big prize, still impartial people cannot but reflect that he only scored
9 points against the N.%. and A. Land Co's 59 do., Hon, M, Holmes'
It is to
bethoped that these gentlemen w:ll reconsider their present determi-
nation not to enter stock for exhibiticn in Canterbwy during the
next three years.

The Agrieultural and Pastoral Association, at their special meet-
ing on Tuesday, susteined Mr. Haydon's protest againet the School of
Agricalture, as the exiibitors of the bust hama and bacon, and se
gaining the prize of the Lyttelton Times Cowpany, The Association
did not think the Bchool could be termed “a bona fide farmes.”
They also considered the protest of Messra. Booth and Macdonald,
implement makers, which accuses oue of the judges in the classes of
machinea and implements of being biassed in favour of Messrs, P,
and D, Duncan’s exhibits, and said they could prove that he had
acted in collusion with one of the partners of the firm to influence
the judges’ decision. Messrs. Duncan atrongly denied the 'charge,
which was so far modified that Mr. Booth acknowledged that the
word eollusion had been nsed without a full consideration of its very
strong and disagreeable meaning, but still asserted that Messrs,
Duncan bad allowed a judge to see their exhibits before the names
were hidden as required, as well as to examine ihe implements before
the show. Mr, Booth's witnesses, however, failed to establish his
case, and it was resolved that the protest of the firm benot sustained,
and that the Committes regret that such & serious charge was
made against one of the judges. Messrs. Booth and Macdonald
seem to bave been let off very cheaply, but it is understood that the
matter will not rest here, but is Likely to give work for the lawyers,

Mr, P. Schourup, photographer, of Colombo street, took an
excellent likeness of His hxcelleney the Governor, duaring the recent
visit of the latter here. Happening to pass by Mr. Bchourup’s estab-
lishment the other day, I closely examined the spscimens in his
window of his new style of photography (the name of which has
slipped my memory), and I am by no means sare that I admire it,
excellent as the preductions are, so far as the phowgraphy goes
Young ladies smiling on you from the centre of elaboiaté china
plates may be all very well, indeed one can imagine that the vision
of a lovely face slowly emerging from the depths of one’s soup might
not be altogether unpieasant, and might furnish food for the mind
while the body was receiviug its nourishment ; but the sight of the
Hon. Mr, Rolleston, looking preternaturally solemn {and hideous)
on a good-sizged vase, is gquite another thing, oh1

The new Armagh street bridge is a very strong and rather
handsome structure, and the new bridge between the Domain and
the Acclimatisation Gardens is now compieted, It looks well, and
is of pood conatruction, and of course is a great saving to pedestrians.

Megsra, Manning, the brewers, have just added to the Christ-
church brewery new premises fronting the Ferry Hoad, which con-
sist of counting-house, manager's room, ete., bottling and grain
stores, The style is Italian, and the materials are Hoon Hay, Mount
Somers, and (amary stone.

Professor Black, of your city, who has analysed ths bematite ore
obtained from Little River, reporis it to contain 32 per eent. of pure
hematite, and to be about es good as that found &t the Thames,
thongh somewhat inferior to the Nelson product,

On Thursday the Working Men's Club gave their first entertain-
ment in their sew social hall, which was quite filled with the mem-



