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CHRISTCHURCH.
(From our own Correspondent.)

Kov.26, 1883.
IHAD not intended to write of the celebrationof the Luther cen-
tenary in this city, but your interesting andamusing commentson
the speeches elsewhere delivered in connection with this great
Protestant festival,havedetermined me to have my little sayon the
lame subject. Fust of all,it seems to have been admitted by the
speakersat the te?,-meeting in the Baptist meeting-house that the
reunion waß comparatively a failure, so far as ministers were con-
cerned,andone of these gentltmen moaned over the indifferentism
which he believes tobe creeping over Protestantsgenerally. True,
the evening was about the most unfavourable of themany bitterly
cold and inclement ones which have fallen to our lotduring the
presentwinter (for present itmost certainly is asIpen these lines),
and we will charitably suppose that the drenching rain not only
damped the spiritsof the ardent few who sufferedno inconveniences
toprevent their assisting at the glorification of their hero and saint,
but worse than this, positively kept away the many who were
eagerNfc waiting the moment tocontribute their substantial offeringtowels the funds of the BenevolentAssociation, inaid of which

—
the advertisement stated

—
a collection would be made (oddly

enough, those present must have left their purses at home, as the
publishedlist of the 6ums collected for this most deserving charity,
omita tomention anypecuniaryresult of the

"
monster tea-meeting").

TheRev.Mr. Watson, Church of England parson, philosopher, sage,
andscribe, likewise patron of the Salvation Army, vice German
neology, eulogised Wickliffe, Cranmer,Calvin,as well asLuther,and
then paseed on to the dark times coming, when the next gene-
ration will be "at the mercyof religious and politicalcharlatans."
It is impossible to make a gueßS as to thepoliticians Mr.Watson
has in his mind's eye. but. apparently the Salvationist glamour is
beginning to wear off, so far as he is concerned. The Rev. Mr.
West, Presbyterian, of course, referred to Luther's wonderful dis-
covery of a Bible in his monastery,and further expressedhis deep-
■eated conviction, that the sacred volume "has been taken from
the schools to please the Roman Catholics"11! The remainder
of thespeakers scarcely reached theintellectual heights of their pre-
decessors,but simply rang the changes on the exalted merits oithose" pillarsof the Piotestant alliance, Luther, Calvin, Cranmer and
Knox." Youhaveably exposed"the profound and ludicrous ignor-
anceof the speakers"inKnox Church, an ignorance which, how-
ever, Beems world-wide so far aB regards Luther worshippers. It
would be, perhaps,unreasonable toexpect them to possess anyknow-
ledge of Catholic history, but surely it is not toomuch to expect
them to be fairly well read in the works of historians of their own
religious bias. Nevertheless, they appear to be utterly ignorant of
the revelations made by such writers as the intensely ProtestantBurnet, Heylm, Collier, Strype, and Dean Hook, regarding the
character of the English Reformers, whoareadmitted tobe badmen
by writers likeHallam,Macaulay, Arnold, and even Froude. As to
theeffect of the

"
glorious Reformation." Imaybe allowed to quote

a few passages written by Borne of the so called martyrs. Ridley
wrotea tractcalled the

"
Lamentations of England," in which hesays:

"
Lechery and oppression, pride, covetousness, and a hatred

and scorn of religion were generally spread among the people."
Latimer says: "London was never so ill as itis now. In times pastmen were full of pity and compassion,but now there ia no pity, for
inLondontheir brother shall die in the streets for cold

";andagain,"
Surely in Popery they had a reverence,butnow we have none at

all. Inever saw the like." Hooper says that
"

Another life is re-
quiredof the justified man than that gospellers lead now-a-days."
Strype, inhis

"Memoiia's,"especially namescovetousness,neglect of
thepoor, corruptionof judges, oppressiveness of landlords, frequency
of murder, prevalenceof adultery, and consequent divorce, as sins
resulting from the Reformation. Now as to the opinion of foreign
reformers on the result of their own handiwork. Erasmus says :—:

—"Look round on this gospeller people, and show a single one
twhom that Gospelhas made sober instead of drunken,modest rather
han indecent, Ican show youplenty whohavebecome much worsethan they were." Luther himself says:

"
The world grows worse

daily;it is evident that menare far more vindictive,more covetous,
more destitute of all mercy, more immodest andunruly, and far
worse than they were under the Papacy." Again;

"
Formerly, when

we wereledastray by thePope, men readily followed good works,
butnow all their aim is toget everything for themselvesby extortion,
plunder,theft, falsehood, andusury." Wolfgang Musculussays :"X
anyc^twishtosee acrowd ofrascals ami troublers of thepublicquiet,lethim^b to a city where the Gospel is preached inits purity, foritis
learer thandaylight thatnever werehcathensjmoreprofligateandmora
stainedthan theseevangelical professors." Melancthonwrites :"All
the watersof the Elbe wouldnot yield me tears sufficient to weep
for the miseries causedby the Reformation." These, and a multi-
tude of kindredstatements were brought before the English public
by one of the leading writersoftheHigh Churchparty,andcontradic-
tionandrefutation of his factsinvited, without,however,eliciting any
reply. He calls EdwardVI.

"
that young tiger-cub";Cranmer." themost infamous personage inEnglish history"; and the refor-mers ingeneral, "miscreants and villains," who

"
incruelty, impiety

andlicentious foulnessleft the Jacobins far behind them." Healso
considers thatthe "common misrepresentationson the subjectare so
wilful andculpable thai,noone has any excuse for accepting, much
less for repeating them,' adding that one of his friendsis engaged ona work concerning the suppressedfacts inReformation history.

Your brief {notice of .Mr.Wilmott's "Story of the Scottish Re-
formation

"
reminds me that Ihave lately read a review in an

English journalofa book called"Historical Portraits of the Tudor
Dynasty, and theReformationPeriod," by S. Hubert Burke (John
Hodges, 13, Soho Square, London). Itis ina s«ries of four volumes,
andas itis published by oneof theprincipalHigh Church firms, and
exposes the shifts and suppressions of Puritan writers, it may very

possibly be the " friend's work
"

above-mentioned. The reviewerBpeaksof Mr. Burkeas anhonest, impartial writer, entirelywithoutsectarian bias,andsays thithis revelationsconcerning the
"

clerictofthenew Learning
"

aremoat startling. He gives a sad pictureofCranmer,andother pillarsof theReformation,andsaysthestatementsas to Cranmer's recantations beingjforced.upon him are whollyuntrue."Latimer," hesays,"dissembled,not onceor twice, but for nearly
twenty years." Bishop Shaxton became a reformerODly because hewascast out of the "Roman fold,"and whenthreatened with death,
notonly recanted, but preached at the execution of the very men
who hadbeen condemned with him. As toQueen Mary, who" wag
the victim of the most unmanly andcowardlypersecutiononaccount
of her religion," during her brother's reign, Mr. Burke says thatshe
was

" foremostin her desire tosustain theprivilege, the honour,and
the happiness of her own sex," many of her ladiesintattendancebeing the wivesanddaughters of notableReformers; theyhad,more-
over,no reason to complainthat their

"
rights of conscience

"
were

invaded by their sovereign. Mary, in her last illness, "edifiedeveryonearoundher by her gentlemanners, her piety,-j>nd her teiig-
nation to the will of Providence." Air. Burke devcteaa chapter to
the defence of themuch slanderedifaryof Lorraine,and withregard
to her daughter, Mary Queen of Scots, he says triat Bothwell left
behind him a death-bed confession, declaring that Mary and her
immediate friends knewnothing whateverof Darnley's murder,and
that a copy of this confession, attestedby four officials of theDanishGovernment, wassent by theKing of Denmark to Queen.Elizabeth,
but wasnot brought forward atMary's trial. " '

The IndustrialExhibition building' is makinggoodprogress,andnearly all the available space has been applied for. The committee
have reconsidered the question of allowing packets of 12 tickets to
be sold at a reduction of 25 per cent., buthave finally determined
not todoso; the pricewill therefore remain at Is. each. The sites
for a confectionery stall anda bar were telected, the latter not with-
out strong protest from an active temperancecommittee-man. No
application for space will be received after the Tst prox., and all
exhibits are tobe place1in thebuilding as soonaspossibleafter that
date. Amongst the exhibits will be a sample of copper, weighing
about 90 lbs., from the Champion Copper mine,at Nelsio. .'

The Hospital Board, on the motion of the Hon. Mr. Stevens,
have decidedto spend the whole of the Government grantof £1000
in theimprovementof the Hospital buildings, leaving Government
to fight out the questionof the drainage.

There seems to exist a wide-spread feeling— inspite of the ill-
naturedcommentsofthe LytteltonTimes — that theOtago competitors
at the late Agricultural bhow met with scant justice. However
Canterburians may rejoice at Mr. Boag's success incarrying off the
big prize, still impartial peoplecannot but reflect thathe onlyscored
9 pointsagainst the N.Z. and A. Land Go's 59 do.,Hon. M. Holmes'
46 do.,Mr. Menlove's22 do., and Messrs. Campbell's 28 do. It is tobejhoped that these gentlemen will reconsider their present determi-
nationnot toenter stock for exhibition in Canterbury during the
next three years.

The Agriculturaland Pastoral Association, at theirspecialmeet-
ing on Tuesday, sustained Mr.Haydon'sprotestagainst the School of
Agriculture, as the exhibitors of the best hams and bacon, and to
gaining theprize of theLyttdton Time* Company. The Associationdid not think the School could be termed

"
a bona fide farmer."They alsoconsidered the protest of Messrs. Booth and Macdonald,

implement makers, which accuses oneof the judges in the classes of
machines and implements of being biassed in favourof Messrs. P.
andD. Duncan's exhibits,and said they could prove that he had
actedin collusion with one of thepartners of the firm to influencethe judges' decision. Messrs. Duncan strongly denied the charge,
which wasso far modified that Mr. Booth acknowledged that the
wordcollusion hadbeenused without afull consideration of its very
strong and disagreeable meaning, but still asserted that Messrs.Duncanhadallowed a judge tosee their exhibits before the nameswere hiddenas required,as well as to examine the implementsbefore
the show. Mr. Booth's witnesses, however, failed to establish his
case,andit was resolved that theprotest of the firm benot sustained,
and that the Committee regret that such a serious charge was
made against one of the judges. Messrs. Booth and Macdonald
seem to havebeenlet off verycheaply, butitis understood that the
matter willnot rest here,but is likely to give workfor the lawyers.

Mr. P. Schourup, photographer, of Colombo street, took anexcellent likenessof His Kxcellency the Governor, during the recent
visit of the latter here. Happening topassby Mr.Schourup's estab-lishment the other day,Iclosely examined the specimens in his
windowof his new style of photography (the name of which has
slipped my memory), andIamby nomeans sure that Iadmire it,
excellent as the productions are,so far as the photography goes.Young ladies smiling on you from the centre of elaboiate china
platesmaybe all very well, indeed one can imagine that the vision
Of a lovely face slowly emerging from the depths of one'ssoup might
not be altogetherunpleasant,andmight furnish food for themindwhile thebody wasreceiving its nourishment;but the sight of the
Hon.Mr. Rolleston, looking preternaturally solemn (and hideous)
on a good-sized vase,isquite another thing, ohI

The new Armagh street bridge is a very strong and ratherhandsomestructure, and the new bridge between the Domain and
the AcclimatisationGardens is now completed. It looks well, and
is of good construction,and ofcourse is a great savingtopedestrians.

Messrs. Manning, thebrewers, have just added to the Christ-
church brewery new premises fronting the Ferxy Road, which con-
sist of counting-house, manager's room, etc., bottling and grain
stores. The style is Italian, and the materials areHoonHay,MountBomers,andOamaru stone.

ProfessorBlack,of yourcity, who has analysedthe hematite ore
obtained fromLittle River,reports it to contain 32 per cent,of purehematite,and to be about as good aa that found at the Thames,
though somewhat inferior to theNelson product.

OnThursday the Working Men's Club gave their first entertain-
mentin their new social hall, which was quite filled with the mem-
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